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ABSTRACT

This survey is carried out with primary aim of identifying the major factors
militating against youth participation in Agricultural production in Ohafia
Local Government Area of Abia State, Nigeria. The population of the study is
made up of all the youths in Ohafia Local Government Area of Abia State out of
which six clans, namely: Asaga, Amaekpu, Isigwu, Ndi Uduma Awoke, Akanu
and Amangwu were randomly selected for the study. A sample of 194 youthswere
randomly sampled for the study. The research instrument used is structured
questionnaire. A glossary review of literature and data collected show that
those factors are, land tenure system, non-availability of capital, poor storage
facilitates, lack of social amenities, non-functional extension servicesto discharge
the improved seeds and seedlings to youths and drudgery in farming due to use
of out-dated implements. Consequently, there is need to deter mine the potentials
of youthsin agricultural production in the State, the nature of these opportunities
and thefactor sinfluencing them. The Government through Ministry of Agriculture
should supply agriculture inputs such as fertilizers, insecticides and pesticides
at appropriate time and at a subsidized price to encourage greater percentage
of use.
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INTRODUCTION

Itisalmost axiomatic or otherwiseempirical to statethat Agriculturehasavery vitd roleif
not central positionintheeconomy of any country. For agricultureto play itsal important
roleit must not be neglected or made occupation of the poor but should be accorded a
prominent placeinthenationa policy and development plans. Nigeriaa ong with ahost of
other countriesare described asless devel oped or devel oping economiesand still havea
rura economy withlarge proportionsof their population still employed ontheland. There
isthereforetheurgent need for strategiesfor raising rura incomethrough agriculturefrom
thestand point of renewableresources; itisvivid that Nigeriaistill primarily anagriculture
base country. This stand point isaccepted by peoplewho are not deceive by the recent
contributionsof non-renewableresourcesespecialy petroleum to the country’seconomy.

Mellow (1969) statesthat while development occurs, the population grows and
per capitaincomevises, and to feed more peopleabetter quaity diet, agricultura production
must increase. In agricultural extension, governmentsarefacing agreat challenge. They
must decide on how the devel oping countries can increase agricultura inputs, outputsand
productivity in order to raiseincome aswell asincreasethe contribution of agricultureto
nationa economic growth. For agricultureto stand up to the challenges of moderntime, it
must be modernized and made more productive. M ost devel opment plansoften recognize
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moderni zation of agriculture asone of theimportant but yet most difficult tasks. To gear
Nigerian agricultureto thegenera rurd and economic devel opment of the country demands
measureswhich will help the youthsin rapid modernization of the agricultural sector.
According to Okigbo (1974), Nigeriaagricultureisstill very traditional, completely
indigenous and slowest growing for amajor economic sector. It isplagued by several
sructureslikerigidlandtenure, traditiona |ow capacity tools, near ritud cultura practices,
extremely low level of productioninputsand debilitating lossesfrom diseases, pestsand
Inadequate storage. For agricultural productivity to occur, the knowledge and skill of the
farmersmust keepincreasing and chalenging.

Asfarmersadopt moreand more new methodsthelr ideas change. They develop
new and different attitudes towards agriculture, towardsthe natural world and towards
themselves. Thelir increasing contacts and transactions with government agenciesand
merchantsdraw theminto close acqua ntance with theworld beyond their villages. Nigerian
agriculturehasitsbasein millionsof farm familiesoperating smal farms. Apart fromthe
problemsof physical environment (climate, soil, topography, vegetation etc.) our local
agricultureisset formidable socio-economic problemswhich have always posed serious
barriersto modernization. Themg or socio-economic barriersinclude:;

1. Thefarmer’straditiona concept about farming.

. Poor toolsand primitivefarming techniques.

. Useof poor quality farminputs.

. Illiteracy.

Lack of capital.

. Unprogressivesocia customsespecialy land tenure systems.

TheYouthstoday cannot be said to be conservative. They now want and desire changes

intheir knowledge, interests, attitudesand skills. A well organized planisthereforevery

necessary to satisfy thisdesrethrough effectiveAgriculturd Extenson Service. Agriculturd

Extenson Servicesareessentialy thelink between the agricultural research and Education

centersinthe country on onehand and the practicing farmersand to stimul ateand encourage

theYouthsto adopt thelatest information which will enablethemtoimprovetheir methods

and systems of production, management and marketing. The extension serviceisalso

responsiblefor ensuring that farmersand food producers’ problemsare brought to the

attention of gppropriate government and research departments (Okoro, 1985). Based on

thefindingsof theforegoing, thisstudy setstoisolatethe mgjor factorsmilitating against

youth participationin agricultural productionin OhafiaLocal Government Areaof Abia

State, Nigeria. Therefore, the major objectives, which the study intendsto achieve are:

1 Toidentify themgor factorsthat militatesagaing youths participationinagriculturd
productionin OhafiaL ocal Government Areaof AbiaState.

2. To suggest poss ble solutionsthat will motivatetheyouthsto participate actively in
agricultura production.

3. To get useful information to be used by agricultura policy makersin planning for
development of agriculturein Ohafialocal Government Areaof AbiaStatein
particular and the country at large.

2
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Thestateof Agricultural Production and Youth Participation in Nigeria

How to obtain enough food regularly has been aconstant problemin Nigeria, and this
problemisincreasingimmensey and attractsattention only whenit attains such catastrophic
proportion as occasioned by drought, famine and malnutrition. We must go back to the
land by adopting farming either asabusiness or ahubby. It isvery necessary now to
mobilizethecountry to agricultureif thenationisto attain salf-sufficiency infood production
or agricultural production. Programsmust beinitiated through Federal, Stateand L ocal
Governmentsto orientate Nigerians, especially the Youths, to embark onfarming. Unless
thisisdone, the power that can save Nigeriafrom collapsing under the energy supplying
effect of hunger and the deadly emaciating destructivenessof malnutritionisleft muchtobe
desired. All governmentsthat haveruled Nigeriahavein oneform or the other pronounced
agricultura development of the Country asthe most important corner stoneof Nigeria's
development plan. Some have been attempted to aid agri culture so astheincreasefood
production. Stubbornly, it sesems, agricultural development has not taken thedirection the
governmentswanted it to take.

Thus, some questions should be asked, if all governmentsin Nigeriahad whole-
heartedly put soul, mind and body into agriculture, and if thewar against hunger wasredl,
why then the hueand cry about scarcity of food now? It meansthat the bull hasnever been
taken by thehorn. Also, itiseither theright thingsarenot doneat theright timeor policies
areonly effective on paper but defectiveinreality. We have experienced in the recent past
the* Otu Olu Obodo”, Agricultural Credit and Subsidy Schemes, Poultry and Animal
Production Schemes, Establishment of Agricultura Banks, and Loan Schemes, the Operation
Feed the Nation, the Green Revol ution, the Food for the Peopl €' s Program, School to
Land, Agricultura Development Scheme, River Basin, Accelerated Food Production. Do
ityoursdf and River Basin Development A uthority to mention but afew. All theseaimed at
stimulating and generating increased agricultural productionin Nigeriafor her to become
sdf-aufficient infood, fiber, and raw materia sfor industries.

Inspite of al these, with huge sums of money spent on them, thebell isringing.
Thereislittleor noimprovement. Why? Isthe nation’s farm extension and continuity
devel opment agency expanded enough to cover the entire country and reach all rural
(youths) farmerswith aconcentrated educational effort onimproving farm practicesand
farmyields? Arethe areas having the greatest potential for increased production of a
particular commodity aided? Do the plannersof the programs seek public opinion/support
in order to make implementation of policies easy? Despite frequent considerations of
these programsaat the expert leve, practical actionshaveinvariably lagged behind. Thisis
because the uneducated farmers are conspicuously abandoned. They form presently the
greater percentage of our produce. They should not be neglected because when new
ideas are properly presented to them, the so-called uneducated youths are capabl e of
learning. Itistruethat increased agricultura productivity by the participation of theyouths
intherura areasdependsprimarily upon theacceptanceof cultura and moderntechnological
changesat thelevel of the un-educated rural farmers. Youths can participate higher in
Agricultura production and achievehigher productivity on adoption of provenand locally
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applicablescientific farming practices. These scientific practicesshould not be complicated
as not to pose problem of application to the rural un-educated youths. To adopt and
successtully usetheimproved farming techniques, rura youthsmust understand them, and
to understand requires affective teaching by the Agricultural Extension Workers, the
Government Agency responsiblefor promoting the adoption of new farming practices
through educational procedures should be up and doing. Kelsey and Hearme (1963)
agreethat adoptionisstraight forward if theyouthsfedl they want the new knowledge.

ProblemsConfrontingAgricultureand thePlaceof Agricultural Education

Number and Quality of Farmers: The bulk of food supply in the country liesin the
hands of ageing and illiteratefarmerswhose number are on the decline. Theyoung or the
youth and the educated are no longer interested in farming or agriculture because they
consider it to bejob for the poor or lessprivileged.

TheUse of Outdated Tools: Magjority of our farmersare still using crude implements
such ashoesand cutlasses, thisprimitiveimplementsrequirealot of planting of energy and
yet not asproductive asmechanical instruments.

Land Tenure System: In many areas, ownership of land isnot clearly defined, but the
land belongsto thefamily. Consequently, fertileland/soil may beleft uncultivated and
fragmentation of land may causelow productivity.

Number and Quality of Extension Staff: I nadequate number of trained agricultural
extension staff to educate the youths on the modern technology of farmingisamajor
congraintinagriculture.

I nadequate Financial Resources: Mg ority of farmersare poor and thus cannot afford
to buy tractorsand itsaccessorieswhich makes agriculture easy and more productive.

I nadequate Sorageand Market Facilities: Marketing facilitiesare provided for export
crop aone. If afarmer can easily market their product inlocal market their incomewill
increaseand they will invest more on agriculture, thusincreasng their productivity.

Poor Infrastructural Facilities: The Government (Federal, State and Local) should
providebasicinfrastructural facilitieslikeelectricity, pipe bornewater, good roads and
hedthfacilitiesintherural areaswherefarming areusualy carried out.

Lack of I ncentivesand Credit Facilities: Credit facilitiesare not provided adequately
tosatisfy farmers. Theagricultura credit schemesare not effective because of stringent
demand for security whichisbeyond thereach of the beginnersinthefarm business.

Level of Rural Development: Lack of rural development encourages able-bodied men
and women to migratefromthevillagesto the citieswherethere are better amenitiessuch
aspipe bornewater, e ectricity and centersfor recreation.

Sociological and Psychological Effects: InWest Africa, asin many other developing
regions, peasant farmers are considered to occupy thelowest rank of society.

Communication Network: The lack of adequate information media such asradio,
cinema, and television also adversely affectsagricultura productivity, asthey could be
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used toinform thefarmer on timing and on methods of planting, distribution and pricesand
marketsfor hisproducts.

Education is the bedrock, the point upon which al development rest. It is
indispensablein agricultural development. Uguru (1981) describesagricultura education
as"basicto thedevel opment of agriculturein any community”. Also, Akinsanmi (1975)
sees education as* aweapon of liberation fromignorance, poverty and disease and that
any improvement in tropical agriculturemust involve education for theyouths’. Farmer
trainingismogt effectivewhenitisadapted to the needs of thosewho have both themeans
andincentivetofarm (FAO, 1970). Theyouthswho arefarmersin communitiescan
neither besaid to havethemeansnor theincentive. They need current agricultura education
asameansof government recognition and assi stance asan incentive.

Thesolution must befound on education of theyouthson useful research findings.
According to Wilde (1995), agricultura research must be broadened to cover the study of
all thefactorswhich comprisetheyouths acceptance of change. One of thesefactors
relatesto thefeasibility of proposed changes. Doesthe youth command the additional
input of labour and other factorsof production that arerequired andif they cannot, canthe
government take the necessary actionto put them at their disposal ?A second factor relates
totheprofitability of the proposed innovation. Intheeyesof theyouths, will thebenefitsbe
sufficient cong dering the costsof theextralabor and other inputsinvolved, thetroublesome
nature of theadjustment of hisworking habitsand the degree of risk inherent inthe proposed
benefits? A third and final sector relatesto the proper approach within acertain social
framework to try whatever isjudged by othersto be hisadvantage.

According to Oluwasanmi (2000), thefear onthe part of theyouthsthat they may
not benefit persondly from responding to theincentive or adopting theinnovation can aso
be a problem in a proposal to introduce change. These problems could be reduced
consdering thenumber of licensed buying agentsand as Ol uwasanmi indi cates, developing
theinfrastructure. Okarimia(2005), inan earlier sess onemphasi zed the need for communities
tofed that they areactively participating in the development process. Unfortunately, the
rura sector isoften neglected and does not regp the same benefits of economic devel opment
as other sectors. Thereisno aid of adomestic work corpsthat could be harnessed to
improve the environment by constructing roads, running literacy programs, providing
electricity. Hesaid that, thismakesthe youthsin running helter-skelter fromrurd to urban
areasto settledown wherethey fedl that thereiscomfort. Thelack of capital which most
innovationsrequire constitutesthe main reason for the youths not adopting changeeveniif
they areconvinced of itsvaue.

Two possible sources of capita are savingsand credit. The potential savingsbut
of thepresentlow incomesarevery limited. Contributing toAgricultural Research Priorities
for Economic Development in Africa, Carl (1978) noted that it isnot an over statement,
however, to say that many “changeagents’ inAfrican Nationsareteling young farmersto
adopt many farm practi ceswithout e ementary knowledge onthe profitability of dternative
practices. Therefore, theresearcher examinesthe needs of the youths, suggest solutions,
and feed these solutions both to the youths viachange agents. Thereismuch relationship
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between the extension workers and the research. According to Draw Max (1978) itis
absolutely that an extension system be studied along with and parallel to theresearch
endeavor so that the research can ultimately |ead to the transformation of the habitsand
working habitsof theyouthsin an entireregion. Mosher (1966) seesan extension agents
as aperson who advisesfarm operators about waysin which they might increase the
productivity of agriculture. Theextens on agent thusmust be equi pped to draw onresearch
results, teach thefarmers (youths) theknowledgeand skillsthey need to apply theresearch
findings successfully, help theyouthslocate farm suppliesand equipment needed for the
profitableto utilization of availablefarm credits, organizetheyouthsinto co-operatives
and allowed them maketheir own arrangementsasit will favour them. Mosher laments
that thereverseisthe case where the extension agent isno longer acting asan adviser,
teacher, analyzer and organi zer, thereisno steady flow of information with respect to new
technology, thereisno steady flow of ingtructiona materia sthat they can employ inteaching
theyouthson how to usethe new technology and thereisnoin-servicetraining and there
isno aid of subject matter specidistswho should be availablefor consultation on special
technica problems.

Therearemany factorsinfluencing agriculturd productivity. Mosher (1966) identifies
fiveessentid sand accd erationsof agriculturd development. Theessentialsmust beavailable
totheyouthsif they are expected to participate effectively on agricultural productivity:
Marketsfor farm products, constantly changing technology, local availability of supplies
and equi pment, production incentivesfor youths, trangportation and hisaccel erators. Mosher
listed as: education for development, production for devel opment, and group action by
youths. Mosher believesthat these essential s depend so much on each other for their
effectiveness. According to Mosher, aprogressiverura structureisonethat expeditesthe
flow of goods, information and agricultural support servicesbetween theyouthsand the
wider society and modern agricultureasonewhichishighly dynamicand highly flexibleas
well asincreasingly productive, wherethemarket and transport facilities provideefficient
mobility of farm products, farm suppliesand equipment, credit, information and peopleto
andfrom all thefarmsof the Nation’sagriculture.

Nwosu (2002) writing on therole of extensionwork in agricultural development
goesonto say that “if agricultural production isto be high and efficient, Government
should rise up to fight against those major factorsthat militates against the youths and
carry theyouthsaong withit. Nwosu further suggeststhat Government as an agent of
changeshoul d bear themajor responsibility inagricultura productivity, providing conditions
conducivefor theyouthsto change. Okwurume (2001) in hisarticle“the prospectsfor
accel erated domestic food production” in new NigeriaNewspaper of 24th October, 2001
lamentsthat our agricultural research has been focused on export cropsnot usual ly used
asfoodinthiscountry. Our youths havelittle experience of research rel ated to food crops
andin particular cultivation of those crops. We need alot of adaptation and devel opment
of appropriate varietiesof planting materials, fertilizer and plant protection materials, like
chemicas. A greater number of change agents—the agriculturdistswho havedirect contact
with our youthsareilliteratesbut need to betrained.
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EzenwaVincent, inthe Daily Star of June 12, 1979 saysthat Nigeriahasavast
mineof agricultura information to bedisseminated to the youths. But the nagging problem
iswith thetreatment of thisinformation and how to interpret and trand ate thetarrying
confusing and complex technical jargonsinto an understandablelanguage and experience,
need and aspirationsof therura youths. Akporugo (1978) agreesthat researchingtitutions
areobvioudy doing abeautiful job but asks how doesthat get down?Accordingto him,
most of their resultsand findings are published in prestigious academic journalswhich
often are an exclusive preserve of an initiated few for purpose of giving adequate
popul arization to certain research work. Abboth and M akeham (1996) agreethat tropical
agricultureisbackward because of low participation of youths, thereasonislargely ina
lack of education and technica knowledge, wesknessin administration and related services,
and inadequate management of financing, marketing and related enterprises.

Youths of today cannot be rightly described as conservative becausethey have
not been madeto seewhat iswrongintheir practices. NgokacitedinN.R.C.R.I. Newd etter
of January, 1983 notesthat traditiona waysof farming areknownto bedie-hard al over
theworld. To motivate youthsto change, they should be made conscious of thedefect in
the existing practice and be convinced of theneed for the change and aroused to ask for it.
Nwaoghbo (1983) notesthat “though most of theimproved practices are being passed on
theyouths, yet thereisthe problem of little or non-adoption of these practices’. Nwaoghbo
further saysthat “ the problem of non-adoption cannot be blamed smply on communication
gap. Improvement in communi cation between the youths and the source of information
cannot closethegap unlessthemgor problemsof non-adoption areidentified and solution
found”. Giving reasonsfor non-adoption Iwueke (2000) saysthat an extension worker
that has prejudi ce against some youthsin acommunity will lead to non-adoption of new
research findingsand noimprovement on the part of theyouths.

However, if theextenson workersin Nigeriaareable by their training to motivate
theyouthsand to impart the knowledge required for changeto take place and to prevent
major factorsthat militates against them then avibrant extension servicewill beachieved.
When new techniques are being introduced, (control of plant diseases preparation of
manure or silage, use of fertilizers, or farm implements), the youths should be able to
undergtand the extens onworkersrecommendationseasly and to adopt themwith minimum
effort. According to Pfiffner and Sherwood (1987), youthsare migrating from rural to
urban areas because thereisno established agricultural shopping centreinrural areas.
Thereisnomedical professional that providesthe needed specialized services, leaving
outpatient trestment to local doctorsand nurses. Hefurther declared that because of their
low population dengty, rurd youthsa so face cost and quaity problemsin obtaining health-
careserviceslocally, so those problemsmake theyouthsto think that residing in the urban
areasare much better than residing in therural areas. Obibuaku (1979) whilecritically
analyzing thefactorsthat influenceagricultura production by theyouthsof Ohafial ocal
Government Areaof AbiaState discoversthefollowing:

i.  TheState Government madelittleor no assstancein providing creditsand supporting
inputsto agricultural productionin Ohafia
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ii.  The State Government madeno financial allocation for theyouthsfor agricultural
production.

ii. Theyouthsdo not have enough land for productive agricultural in Ohafia.

iv.  Therewereinsufficient supply of farmtoolsand machinery for theyouthsfor agriculturd
production.

V. Theavailablefarmtoolswereobsoleteand madethepractica farm operationsdifficult.

Tolman (1964) indicatesthat youthsof today aregeneraly not interestedinfarming
asacareer or inagricultural jobsasafuture occupation. Farming haslittle statusinthe
mind of youths of nowadays. Bulls(1964) saysthat in order to reducethe acute shortage
of youthsin agriculture, theyouths should be organized and initiated into aclub (such as
young farmersclub) asyoung farmersinthe Eastern Nigeria. Hesaid that organized youths
areactively directed towardsabeneficial purpose asan essential part of trainingwhich
young peoplein any country should take part in. He observesthat many of our youths
eventhosefromrural areaslooked at farming with disdain especially after they haveleft
school. Mark (1957) indicatesthat city born and reared youths seldom becomefarmers.

With increased industrial development, many farm boysand girlshave moved
fromthevillagestothecities. Somemay later returnto villagewhen observed that al that
glitter isnot gold. Land tenure, which constitutes one of thefactorsthat are militating
againg youth participationinagricultura production hasbeen viewed by different categories
of people. Brinkman and Smith (1998) indicatesthat atract of |and isdefined geographicaly
asaspecificareaof theearth’ssurface, itscharacteristicsembraceal reasonably stableor
predictably cycleattribute of thebiogphereverticaly aboveand below thisaress, including
those of theatmosphere, the soil and underlying geol ogy, the plant and animal population
and theresult of past and present human activitiesto the extent that thisattribute exert a
significant influence on present and future uses of land by man.

Mbagwe (1979) findsthat land concentration was characterized by apredominance
of traditional agricultural land. Collectiveland tenureisapopular normative practicein
most farming communitiesin Africa. FAO (1966) statesthat the collective ownership of
land becomesunpopular in somerura areaof devel oping countries, whereindividuasand
groups have embarked on modern agricultural investment, anovelty that isincompatible
with seasonal re-allocation of land. FAO (1981) saysthat the system of land tenureinrura
communitiesisthe system of rightsand dutiesof the peoplewith regardsto theuseof land.
Olusanya (1981) saysthat the system of land tenurein any locality in Nigeriaisoften
rooted in the prevailing tradition or custom and perhapsreligious belief system of the
people. Thismay a so account to alarge extent for the variations observed in theland
tenure system from one part of the country to another. Ebbi (1997) saysthat gender
divisonof farm activity meansthedistribution of rolesinvolvedin agricultura production
among the participants according to sex statusrather than operationa capability to proper
adoption of agricultural innovation and sustainability of agricultural development. Engel
and Salomon (1993) indicate that gender division of farm operation, the substitution of
femalelabour with that of male and vice-versawould constitute an offence against the
normsand values of the people. Hence, Ebbi (2002) observesthat some people dispense

Journal of Environmental Issues and Agriculture in Developing Countries, Volume 6, Number 2 & 3, December 2014 32
ISSN: 2141-2731



withfemalelabor infarm operation, when her physical conditionisconsdered offensveto
farm deity. Inthisregard, menstruation disqualifiesawoman for farm operationsin some
Igbo traditional settings. In support of the above, Box (1990) writesthat ontheWestern
(Asaba) sideof Nigeria, neither amenstruating nor pregnant women may enter thefarm.
Thewomen must invokethe aid of afriend to dig her yam for her. Norse (1972) also
writesthat femalesare not considered asheirsinlandinheritanceissue. Therefore, while
unmarried, thewomen work onthefamily landinthe nameof her father or malesibling.
Kidd (1968) notesthat the adoption of new ideas, techniquesand innovationstoimprove
farming or rurd lifehasbeen found to depend largely on educationd, economic and socio-
cultural standard of the people.

PARTICIPANTSAND PROCEDURE

Thisstudy adopts survey design. The population ismade up of all theyouthsin Ohafia
Local Government Areaof AbiaState out of which six clans, namely: Asaga, Amaekpu,
Isigwu, Ndi UdumaAwoke, Akanu and Amangwu wererandomly selected for the studly.
Inthese clans, asamplesize of one hundred and ninety four participantswassdected. The
gructured questionnairewith twenty itemsconssting of sections”A” (farmerscharacterigtics)
and“B” (farmersresponseto extension program) wastheinstrument used in collecting
data. The use of frequency and simple percentage was adopted for the analysis of the
data

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1 showsthat 59.3 % of the youths consulted werelessthan 30 years of age, 26.8%
fal withintheage of 30—39 years, while 13.9% were 40 yearsand above. Thus, theage
distribution of theyouthsin Ohafia L ocal Government Areaof AbiaStaterevea ed that
mgority of theyouths(59.3%) arewithintherangeof lessthan 30 years. Table 2 represents
themarital statusof youthsin Ohafialocal Government Areaof AbiaState. It reved sthat
56.7% aresingle, 38.6 are married, 2.6% are divorced, and widow recorded 1.6 while
widower is0.5. Thisimpliesthat greater proportion of the youthsare single. Table 3
representsthe educationd leve of youths. Thestudy reveal sthat 7.2% of the participants
have no formal education, 29.4% have primary education, secondary school dropout is
18.4%, compl eted secondary education is10.8% whiletertiary ingtitution recorded 34.5%
of the consulted population. Thisimpliesthat greater proportion of the youths attended
tertiary ingtitution. Thetable4 showsthedistribution of youthsby religionin Ohafialoca
Government Area. Theresult isasfollows:. Christiansrecorded the highest percentage
87.1%, Idam 0.5, African traditional religion 10.3% and finally, none of the above had
2.1%. Thisimpliesthat many of theyouthsare Chrigtians. By looking at table 5, it could be
seenthat majority of theyouthsare studentswith percentage of 41.2%, followed by civil
servant 25.8%, farming recorded 22.7%, trading had 5.7%, applicants had 4.6% of the
consulted population. Table 6 showsthat, out of theabovelisted itemsthereisnoway a
youth will escape without obstruction, whiletrying to establish afarm of sufficient scope.
Table 7 showsclearly that youthsdo not want to engage themselvesin Agricultural work.
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The percentage of thosethat likewhite collar jobsare higher with 65.5% of the consulted
population and they arethose that do not want to be farm labours, rentersor partners.
From table8, itisrevealed that the aged farmers cannot producefood that will beenough
for the popul ace with the percentage of 3.6 since 10.3% of the youths consulted could not
achieveanything. And it affectsthefood productionin study area. Table 9 revealsthat
14.4% of therespondentsare working with modern farm tool sand with adequate financia
ad. But 85.6% being mgjority of theyouthsaretill working with primitive tool swithout
any financial aid. Therefore, it isproved that thereisan attempt but it isnot sufficient.
Table 10 showsthat 40.7% of the youthsarein relationship with the extension workers
whilethe highest percentage of 59.3% of theyouthsarenot in closere ationship with the
extens onworkersbecausethey believed that most of the extension workersare not well
trained and educated. Therefore, it isproved that the extension workersare not willing to
render their servicesto the youths because they are not well trained.

Table 1: AgeDistribution of Youths

Age(Years) Frequency N =194 Per centage
Lessthan 30 years 115 59.3
30-39years 52 26.8

40 years and above 27 139
Total 194 100.0

Source: Field survey, 2013
Table 2: Distribution of Youths by Marital Status

Age(Years) Frequency N =194 Percentage
Single 110 56.7
Married 75 38.6
Divorced 5 2.6
Widow 3 16
Widower 1 0.5
Total 194 100.0

Source: Field survey, 2013
Table3: Distribution of Youths by Education Qualification

Satus Frequency N=194 Per centage
No formal Education 14 7.2
Primary Education 57 29.4
Secondary School Dropout 35 18.0
Completed Secondary Education 21 10.8
Tertiary Institution 67 34.5
Total 194 100.0

Source: Field survey, 2013
Table4: Distribution of Youths by Religion Status

Age(Years) Frequency N=194 Per centage
Christians 169 87.1
Islamic 1 0.5
African Tradition 20 10.3
None of the above 4 2.1
Total 194 100.0

Source: Field survey, 2013
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Table 5: Distribution of Youths by Occupation Status

Age(Years) Frequency N=194 Per centage
Student 80 41.2
Applicant 9 4.6
Civil Servant 50 25.8
Farming 44 22.7
Trading 11 5.7
Total 194 100.0

Source: Field survey, 2013

Table 6: Isit possible for youths to obtain afarm of sufficient scope to be an economic unit?
Item Frequency N=194 Per centage

Noneavailability of capital ) 129
Noneavailability of land 18 93
Denigration of farming Businessin the society 4 21
Youthsthat have receive Loan from the Government 4 27
Youths that didn’'t need loan 9 47
All of the above B 479
None of the above 2 113
Total 194 100.0

Source: Field survey, 2013

Table 7: Do the youths be satisfied in being afarm laborers, renters or partners?ltem

Frequency N=194 Per centage
Youthsthat likesfarming. 32 16.5
Those that have Encountered problem. 35 18.0
Youths that likes white Jobs. 127 65.5
Total 194 100.0

Source: Field survey, 2013

Table 8: Do you agree that low performance of the youths affects the food production in Ohafia
Local Government Areaof Abia State?

Item Frequency N=194 Per centage (100%)
High cost of food 46 237

Old peoplethat arefarmers 7 3.6
Youthsthat participates Actively infarming 20 10.3
Youths that does not Participate at al 51 26.3
People that are not Feeding properly 52 26.8
Income generated from Food production 18 9.3

Total 194 100.0

Source: Field survey, 2013

Table 9:: Have there being attemptsto provide modern farm implements and adequate working capital ?
Item Frequency N=194 Per centage (100%)
Youthsthat isworking with Modern farm

toolswith adequate financial aid from the

Government 28 144

Youths that isworking with

Traditional tools and without

Financia aid 166 85.6

Total 194 100.0\

Source: Field survey, 2013
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Table 10: Arethe extension workerswilling to render their services effectively tothe
youthsof Ohafial ocal Government Areaof AbiaState?

Item Frequency N=194 Per centage (100%)
Youths that is close relationship

with the Extension workers. i) 40.7

Youths that does not relate

to Extension workers. 115 59.3

Total 194 100

Source: Field survey, 2013

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

A survey was conducted to identify themajor factorsmilitating against youth participation
inAgricultura productionin OhafiaL oca Government Areaof AbiaState. In conformity
with thefindingsfromthedataanalysis, itisnot possiblefor theyouthsto obtainafarm
sufficient scopeto be an economic unit. Theyouthsare not satisfied to befarm laborers,
rentersand partners. Low performance of theyouthsaffectsthefood productionin Ohafia
Local Government Area of Abia State. There is an attempt to provide modern farm
implementsand working capita but areinadequate. The extensonworkersarenot willing
torender their serviceseffectively to the youthsbecause they are not educated and well
trained. Hence, thefollowing recommendati onswere made based on thefindingsof the
studly, if appropriateimplemented shall help in solving the problems connected with the
major factorsmilitating against youth participationinagricultura production aswell ashelp
theyouthsin participating actively inagricultural production.

1 The Government and other financia agenciesshould belibera ingrantingloansto
theyouthsand allowing them sufficient time before paying back theloans.
2. Youth'sorganization example, young farmersclub should be encouragedin order

to obtain moral education and material assistance.

3. Government should provideland, capitd, better storagefacilities, socid amenities,
subsidy, etc. so that moreyouthswill beinterested in agricultural profession.

4. Thenumber of agricultural workersfrom the government agenciesand parastals
should beincreased and their effortsintensified so that they will beabletoreachall
youthsand solvetheir problems.

5. The Government through Ministry of Agriculture should supply agricultureinputs
suchasfertilizers, insecticidesand pesticidesat gppropriatetimeand at asubsidized
priceto encourage greater percentage of use.

6. Thereistheneed for every well to do personsto support theyouthsin participating
actively inagricultural production and to hel p them prevent those major factors
that militatesagainst their participation.
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