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ABSTRACT

Due to the need for Environmental Impact Assessment EIA in national
development, the role of EIA in national economic development in Nigeria is
reviewed to see how it impact on national economic development. It is observed
among many othersthat the rel evance of EIA provides quality information about
a project that helps quality decision to be taken before execution. Therefore, it
study concluded that with EIA, every developmental project will have positive
impact on national economic development and future generational benefit of the
nation. Hence, the study recommends that proper EI A should be properly carried
out by professionals and the government should enforce and regul ate the agency
of environmental management to carry out EIA on projects before execution and
penalties to those that violate the law.
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INTRODUCTION

A hedlthy environment isalso ahealthy economy. Environment, ecology; economy and
development areinterrel ated. Therelated problems of popul ation growth, poverty, and
pattern of consumption, unemployment, fear and insecurity areamong other fundamental
causesof environmental degradation (Chitkara, 2012). Manisboth acreator and moulders
of hisenvironment which giveshim physica sustenanceand affords him opportunity for
intellectual, mora, socid, physica and chemical factorswhich composethe surroundings
of man; these makes man become the most dominant animal in the biosphere. Today man
determineswhat happen to the environment and what happen in the environment which
leadsto environment making people becomewhom they aretoday either negatively or
positively.

Intryingto solveaproblem iscreating another problem especially when proper
ElAisnot well carried out. Today man isthe most dominant animal in the biosphere.
Unique combinationsof certain physica featuresand mentd abilitieshavemadehimmore
powerful than any other animals. With the accumul ation of knowledgeandincreaseinthe
sophistication or artefacts and machines man has acquired the capacity to changethe
environment for hisneed. Human needs and greed coupl ed with short —sightednesshave
disturbed thedelicate ecol ogica baance by depleting and degrading thevita lifesupporting
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systemssuch asair, water and land which rightfully belong to theentirelivingworld. The
seriesof ecologica and environmenta disaster made man realisethat hewill kill himsdlf if
hethoughtlessy and violently upsetsthe ddlicateweb of environment of which heisapart.
Environmenta degradation posesadirect threat to thequdity of life. Theecosystem helps
to provide al human needs and the need to manage them. To experience national
development theremust be devel opmentd projectsand every devel opmenta project carries
certainlevelsof discomfortson the peopleand the environment.

However, itisworth undertaking. Nigeriaisanation wheredevelopmenta projects
arecarried out without proper environmental impact assessment of that project, which
latter caused more harm than good to the people. Developmental projectsare aways
schedulefor problem solution but solving aproblem iscreeting aproblem especialy if not
properly assessed.Most of our devel opmental projects, risk analysisand control arenot
well carried out for the safety of the people. Mogt of the projects, qudiity control management
areout of it. We run more of economic growth project than developmental projectsthatis
why, the peoplearenot improving, for they lacks conducive environment and that hasa so
reducether productivity rate.

Man and itsEnvironment
Human beingsexist in an environment. According to Jain and Rea (2011), environment
refersto surroundingsin which man livesand works. It can a so be seen asthe surrounding
conditions, influence or forcesthat influence or modify asthe aggregate of social and
culturd conditionsas, custom, law, language, rdigion and economic and palitical organization
that influencethelifeof anindividua or acommunity. Thereisan overwhelminginfluence
of environment on ‘ economic activities of man. Economic activitiesmay bedefined as
various occupationsor pursuitswhereby man earnsthe meansto satisfy hisvariousneeds
likefood, clothing, shelter etc. To satisfy variousrequirements man di scoversresources,
exploit them and then utilize them. The humanin the devel opment of variouseconomic
pursuitsisvery important, becauseit isman who can use the existing resourceson the
earthinareal and constructive manner. Thetwo factorsthat contributed most vitally tothe
economic progressof anation arethe quality of itspeople and thediversity and riches of
itsnatural resources. Thequality of the peopl e of the nation depends upon threefactors:

1. Theinnateintelligence of the people

2. Their cultura heritage

3. Thephysica environmentinwhichthey live
The variety and the riches of natural resources of a country determine the pattern of
occupation of itspeople. Themorediversified the natural resources, themorevaried will
betheir occupation. Different occupationsoffer vary degree of opportunitiesfor theexercise
andimprovement of humanintelligence (Jainand Reg, 2011).

Environmental Impact Assessment [EIA]

ElA isastudy of the probable changesin social —economic and biophysical characteristic
of the environment that may result from a proposed action (Dhameja, 2012). It aso
representsameansof eva uating thes multaneouscontrol quality of thehuman environment.
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ElAsare prepared for proposed projectsthat have the potential to result in significant

impactson theenvironment. It can be defined asacontinuous processfor identifying the

likely consequencesfor:

a Thebio—geophysica environment

b. Man'shed th and welfare of implementing particular activitiesand

C. For conveying thisinformation, at astagewhen it can meteorically effect their
decision, to those respons blefor sanctioning the proposal.

AnEIA isprepared for proposed actionswhenitisnot known whether the proposal
would result in significant impactson the environment. The documentsthat are prepared to
determinewhether aproject hasthe potential to cause significant impactson environment
(Shrivastava, 2011). Environmental Impact Assessment can be done beforeand after a
project. Beforethe execution of the project, Environmenta Impact Assessmentisprepared
for proposad projectsthat havethepotentia to result insgnificant impact ontheenvironment,
for the purpose of qudity decision making. Project manager used thereport totakedecision
especialy intheareaof cost, design, estimation and planning. On the other hand, carrying
out EI A after the project causes more damageand procures more cost either to theowner,
the public (theend user) and theenvironment. Thisisdonewhen theenvironment ispolluted
out of the negligence of man.

Economicimportanceof Environmental | mpact Assessment [EIA]
Economicsitsbasic function isto study how people, individual, households, firmsand
nation maximizether gainsfromtheir limited resourcesand opportunities (Dwivedi, 2009).
Until theimportance of something isunderstoodabuseisinevitable. Economic asasocial
sciencein nature hasaided alot of management, especialy indecisonmaking; itsaid has
boost management decisionfor quality output. Over theyearsit hasresulted to oneof the
mediaused in nationa development.

Environmental management isattributed to man and itsenvironment; how man
should and why man should control and manage hisenvironment for their benefit and
future benefits. One of the purposes God created manisto exploit the earth; the nature
called the environment. That iswhy man isgiven the power and ability to think more
congtructively under theinfluence of the power of choicesand decisions. Economicsaids
profit from unlimited resources and scarcity. One of the reasons of poverty isdueto
limited resources and the reason of high priceisdueto scarcity of goodsand services. The
surfaceof theearth, for theenvironment consistsof unlimited resources, tillingand drilling
or congtruction, thereisaneed for environmental management to prevent different types
or kindsof hazard. Environmental management reducesthe saying ‘ solving aproblemis
creating aproblem’. The careless attitude of man has always been surrounded by asthe
act of God inthefuture or natural factor. Inal, every developmental project must affect
thecrust of theearth for thisEIA must be conducted for future benefit.

ElA Cost Valueand Decision
Multiplying human beingsand their expanding need for food, energy, space and material
goods (shelter) isseemingly creating endlesspossibilitiesfor alerting earth climate. The
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way present day environment ismanagewill determined the security, safety, wealth or
poverty or morework for the next generation.The personswho feel sthat heor shehasto
pay in somemanner equatesan environmentsand action asapersonal and unreasonable
cost, whilethose who only benefit from an environment action seethe cost impersonaly
and asworthwhile (Shrivastava, 2011). The cost of protecting the environment, the cost
comesintwo ways, beforethe project and after the project. They areeither at gain or at
lost or at lost or gain either to the public or to the owner verse versa. The owner can be
government, individuals, organizations/companiesor shareholders. It iseither you pay for
the cost today and not to pay in thefuture or refusing to pay today and pay moreinthe
future. Thegain and thelost canbeinform of: (a) monterey vaue, (b) healthwiseand ()
environmenta vaue- beauttification. Clean-up of pollution and preservation of environmenta
resources have various costs associ ated with them. Cost can beintheform of anincrease
in operating expensesfor businessthat must reduce pollutantsthey generate. These costs
may be passed on to the consumer by increasing the price of goods or service on the other
hand, not all environment costsresult in negative economicimpact.

Negativeimpactsto the environment have accumul ated over theyears, and it
could take many yearsto correct environmental impact, if they are correctableat al.EIA
seek to prevent environmental ly degrading actionsrather than alowing themto takeplace,
thusleaving future generationsfaced with rectifying the problem.If welook ahead and
correct our courseof action, it will cost lessinterm of money and qudity of lifethanif we
try tofix mistakeslater. Theenvironmentsconsst of plants, animal, non—living thingsand
human.What isgood for plantsand animalsisat the expense of people. What isgood for
plantsand anima sare also good for people. To progressin lifeyou haveto do something
with or have something to do with the earth. Your ecosystem knowledgewill help alot for
thenext generationif properly looked unto which isnecessary to.

Individual progress enhancesthe economy of the nation. Scarceresourcesare
inability of man to think positively. Greed and consumerism are the real causes of
degradation of internal asalso external environment. Government iswhat surroundsus
andinal sdes. theland, water and air.Caring for the natura environment isthekey to any
sustainable plan to reduce poverty.To take quality decisionin every decision process of
EIA report it isbetter made by committee and not just anindividual, for group of people
will be able to deliberate and see things in their own view of professional and the
consequencesor risk to manage.

CONCLUSION

Dueto the need of peopleand industriestrying to provide sol ution to mankind, industries
are becoming more and more compl ex. In meeting the need of the peoplethey required
increase of production rate, high efficiency and optimisation. Any negligenceat any stage
from concept stateto design, erecting, and operationwill result into disaster, lossof human
livesand hugeproductionlosses EIA itisanintringclink between environment and economic
development and if detailed EIA precedesall devel opment projects, thenit will greatly
hel pin averting subsequent adverse effectson the environment.
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EIA hasbecomeindispensableto introduce environment aspectsin planning,
especially perspective planning and proper designing of projectsin order to predict the
overall risk arising from any activity and to identify areaswhererisk can possibly be
reduced (Dhameja, 2012). Also thefast devel opment of science and technology, which
resulted in substantial benefit to humankind are also contributing significantly for the
degradation of the environment. If man’sintellect isresponsiblefor all the progress of
mankind, hisarrogance and lack of wisdomto livein harmony with natureareresponsible
for al theharmful effectson theenvironment which wecal pollution. World organi zations
have realized that economic devel opment cannot succeed unless sufficient attentionis
giventothenatura environment during developmenta planning.

According to The United Nation World Commission on Environment and
Development, sustai nable devel opment must meet the needs of the present generations
without compromising the ability of thefuture generation to meet their own needsand
aspiration. Mogt atimesthiscan bedoneor achieveif thegovernment enforceand regulate
thesystem, if not natural man lovefreedom. Thefreer amanisthemorecrimeand damage
hewill causeto theenvironment for every manissefish. Itispossibleto have devel opment
without destroying the environment provided man ensuresthat any single use does not
depletethe environmental resourcesto such an extent that they are no longer capable of
sugtaining any other use.Regulatory policiesand serviceactivitieshaveabigroleinreducing
poverty inanation especialy intheareaof EIA.
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