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ABSTRACT

This study investigates fishing business as a sour ce of livelihood and sustainable
growth in Bakassi resettlement programme in Cross River State, Nigeria. The
major aimis to ascertain whether fishing business promotes sustainable growth
inthe study area.. A structured interview schedule was designed and administered
on 600 household heads and further confirmed with Focus Group Discussions
(FCD). The research adopted a descriptive survey design while the stratified
and systematic random sampling techniques were applied at appropriate stages
to select the sample. Pearson product moment correlation coefficient (r) was
used to test the only hypothesis formulated for the study. The results show among
others that fishing business is the major productive base that promotes
sustainable growth in the resettlement. Consequently, the study stresses the need
for government to create the right environment for settlersto continue with their
fishing business through the provision of incentives, grants, loans and subsidies.
Beside, new methods of fish farming such as artificial fishing ponds should be
introduced to the settlers as this will help boost their fishing business.
Keywords: Fishing, livelihood, sustainability, growth, business, settlers.

INTRODUCTION
A major strategy towards providing productive basesfor resettled groupsisto make
available sufficient meansof livelihood such asland, housing, occupations, and so onfor
their welfare. According to Okiddi (2002), this strategy would enable the settlersto tap
their productive potential at the new sites. He added that availability of jobs, cultivable
land, technical skillsand other opportunities are means by which settlers can successfully
recongtruct their livelihood. So, sourcesof livelihood such asincome, occupation and land
among othersare counted as productive baseswhich are essentia for the success of any
resettlement programme. Okpara (2005) assertsthat Africawith apopulation density
whichislower than thoseof SouthAsia, East Asaor Latin America, should have madeit
comparatively easer to embark onresettlement. Thisisbecauselandsarereadily available
which could hel p settlersto re-establish themsa ves productively, socidly and economically
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inareatively shorter period. But thisisnot the case asland, ameansof livelihood, isnot
efficiently utilized by the settlersor alocated by the plannersof these programmes. Thisis
corroborated by studies carried out by Hodder (2000) in Ethiopiaand M ozambique.
Peterpam (2000) a so reportsthat in one of the resettlement areasin Ethiopia, cultivable
land per family had decreased to about half the amount beforetheir all ocation. Some of
the resettlementswere cited on uneven platformswith poor drainage and the corehousing
unitswere poorly constructed.

AccordingtoAdu-aryee (2001), human resources are major meansof livelihood
inaresettlement operation. He observed that resettlement organizationsstaffed with people
who havesocia andtechnica skillsaongsidetechnica andfinancia resourcesaswell as
theautonomy needed to carry out their mission would experiencegrowth and devel opment.
Moreover, resettlementsthat involveloca organizationsand settlersin decision making
and implementation processes of theresettlement programmeswill succeed (Michael and
Tom, 2004). Roder (2004) assertsthat resettlements should be kept in placeswherethere
aresufficient resourceslikewater, rivers, lakes, oceansor aimospheric moistureand fertile
soil which areindispensibletolife, especially for settlerswho areagrarians.

Westing (2005) points out that most resettlementssitesin Africaare endowed
with greet natura weelth and somewerefortunateto havevariety of resources. For example,
theKainji resettlement site hasgreat economic advantage because of itsvaried physical
and enormous potentially cultivable land. Over 80 per cent of the settlers depend on
agriculturefor their livelihood. George (2013) statesthat the choice of aresettlement site
inAkpabuyo Local Government Areafor the displaced Bakass indigeneswas agood
one. According to him Akpabuyo L ocal Government Areais replete with economic
potentiasand isrichwith ore, columbite, limestone, cod, lignite, iron, lead, zinc, uranium
and large quantities of salt. Marble and gold are also mined but in small quantities. He
added that thetimber that comesfrom theforest in Akpabuyoincludes Mahogany, Iroko,
Sapelewood and Obecheand thefruits produced there include banana, plantain, mango,
pawpaw, avocado pear, citrusfruits, dates, cocoaand pamfruits.

The saps produced such things like rubber and palm wine and the fibers and
leavesfrom thesetrees and bushes are used for thatching and matting. Aboveall, it has
many riversonwhich the settlerscan continuewith their fishing business. Thustheimportance
of thesemeansof livelihood must beeva uated in relation to the ability of the new settlers
to processthem and to distribute the products economically. Oneof the most fundamental
and contentiousissuesthat has attracted global attention in the last decade hasbeen the
forceful displacement of peoplefrom their ancestral homes and resettling them where
thereareno meansof livelihood to support them. It hasbecomeagloba concernduetoits
spread and negative consequences, whichinclude poverty and misery, inhuman trestment,
destitution, debasement, and abuse of fundamental human rightsof the displaced persons.
Most nationd or internationd policy initiativesput in placeto run resettlement programmes
fail to achievethe desired result. Thisismostly evident in Africawhereamost all the
resettlement programmeswere characterized by great deal of controversy, highleve protest
and negative social reactionsfrom the displaced persons and other sectors of society
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(Mount-joy, 2007). Thishasraised core questionsrevol ving around thefutureand security
of displaced people, the role of government and the international community in the
resettlement planin the aspectsof devel opment and benefits of resettlement operations
(Cernea, 1997). In most resettlement schemes, especially in Africa, the settlerswere
excluded from functiond participation inthe system, which madethem fed adeep senseof
neglect, abandonment or alienation. According to Ellis(2011), whenever peoplewere
forced to abandon their homes, they would first betrested asrefugees, deprived of normal
livelihood and pushed to thelimitsof poverty and starvation.

To addresssomeof the challengesexperienced in resettlement schemes, theUnited
NationsOrganization (UNO, 1980) formul ated apolicy on resettlement programmeswhich
clearly spelt out the need to preservetheidentity, culture, values, and ethos of adisplaced
people, restoretheincome of displaced personsto the pre-displacement level, protect the
livelihood of displaced people and ensurethat the people copeintheir new homeswith
their living standard improved (Pam, 2011). In spite of these measures, many studieshave
shown that most resettlement programmes, especially inAfricahad either becomewasteful
or had collapsed (Bathomine, 2009; Mount-joy, 2007; Colson, 2001 and Cernea, 1996).

Becausethe Bakass displacement wasnot induced by any devel opmental project
for which the settlerscoul d benefit from, the only option open to them wasto continuewith
their agelongfishing businessintheresettlement. Asariverine peoplewho are predominantly
fishermen depending on the seafor their fishing business, they wereby their displacement
totheland excised fromtheir primary occupation. By their circumstances, they now fishin
acompletely new environment devoid of sealife. Itisonthispremisethat thisstudy was
desgned to examinefishing asasourceof livelihood and sustaingblegrowthin aresettlement
programme, using the Bakass resettlement schemein CrossRiver State, Nigeriaasacase
study. Asaguidefor thestudy, it ispresumed that thereisno significant relationship between
fishing businessasasourceof livelihood and sustainablegrowthin Bakass resettlement in
CrossRiver State, Nigeria

METHOD
The research adopted adescriptive survey design, utilizing both cross-sectional and
corrdaionsurvey andys's, carried out on arandomly selected sample. Thestudy population
comprisestheentireBakass Indigeneswho resettled at Akwa-obutong inthe new Bakass
Locd Government Area. Thesamplefor thestudy conssted of six hundred (600) household
heads sel ected through stratified and systematic random sampling techniques. Firs, the
resettlement camp was divided into three strata according to the existing resettlement
units. To select the sampl e, the systemati c random sampling method was adopted. The
researcher went through aregister of each resettlement unit containing the names of
household heads. From each of theregisters, every tenth (10th) namewas picked and the
individual household head was then |ocated and interviewed. Two types of research
instrumentswere used to collect datafor thisstudy. Thesewerethe structured interview
schedule and Focus Group Discussion (FGD). Their usewasnecessary becauisethe settlers
werevirtualy nonliterate. All theinterviewswerecarried out in (thelocal diaect). The
datawas collated and then extracted and arranged in M eans, Standard deviationsand
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Percentages. Pearson product moment correl ation coefficient was adopted to analyzethe
datagenerated and it gave acorrelation coefficient of .75. Following thistheinstrument
was adopted for the study. The sample-by-sample distribution of respondentsby their
strataand selectionisshownontable 1.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table2 showstheanaysisof respondents’ responsesin regardsto settlersfishing business
and sustainable growth in the Bakassi resettlement. The analysis of dataasto whether
fishing isthemajor occupation and sourceof livelihood of settlersshowsthat 514 or 85.67
per cent respondents strongly agreed, 86 or 14.33 per cent agreed and no respondent
strongly disagreed or disagreed. From theresponse pattern, it impliesthat fishingisthe
main sourceof livelihood of the Bakass people. In other words, itisfishing businessthat
sustainsthe settlers. Responsestoitem 2 which statesthat “ Thefishing businessin the
peninsulaisbetter when compared with what you havein theresettlement” showsthat 318
or 53 per cent respondents strongly agreed, 155 or 25.83 per cent agreed, 69 or 11.5 per
cent strongly disagreed, and 58 or 9.67 per cent disagreed.

From the responsesit can be assumed that the settlerswould find it extremely
difficult toforget their fishing experiencesintheBakass peninsula Thenogtagicfedings
about the peninsulamay continueto hunt them for aslong asthey live Withregardtoitem
3which gtatesthat the estimate of their fishing turn-over per year in the settlement isabove
100,000, analysis of dataindicatesthat 35.5 per cent respondents strongly agreed,
27.83 per cent agreed, 18.17 per cent respondents strongly disagreed, and 18.5 per cent
disagreed. Theresponse pattern further highlightsthe substantive businessof the settlersto
befishing. Responsestoitem 4 which statesthat fishing intheresettlement ischaracterized
by rivalry and opposition from the host communitiesshowsthat 9.17 per cent respondents
strongly agreed, 10.17 per cent agreed, 35.83 per cent strongly disagreed and 44.83 per
cent disagreed. Theresponse pattern indicatesthat the settlersare confronted with some
challengesin their fishing business. Some of these include the rivalry from the host
communitiesand thefact that thereare sometimes barricaded fromfishingin somerivers.

The responses to item 5 which states that “ Fishing played avita rolein the
relationship existing between the settlersand the host communities” showsthat 23.5 per
cent respondentsstrongly agreed, 31.33 per cent agreed, 28.67 per cent strongly disagreed
while 16.5 per cent disagreed. From theresponse pattern, it isdeduced that fishing business
servesasstrong link between the settlersand the host communities. Thisisreinforced by
thefact that fishingisthe main source of therivalry and competition between the settlers
and the host communities. With regard to item 6 which statesthat “ The settlersrequire
new methods of fish farming such asartificia fishing pondsand so onintheresettlement
area” datashowsthat 215 or 35.83 per cent respondents strongly agreed, 199 or 33.17
per cent agreed, 83 or 13.83 per cent strongly disagreed and 103 or 17.17 per cent
disagreed. Thepattern of responsesimpliesthat settlersdesirenew methodsof fishfarming
to beintroduced to themin order to boost their fishing businessin the resettlement.
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Responsesto item 7 which statesthat “ So many settlers have abandoned fish
farming and taken to other businessesdueto non availability of waterstofishin” shows
that 42 or 7 per cent respondents strongly agreed, 188 or 31.33 per cent agreed, 168 or
28 per cent strongly disagreed, while 202 or 33.67 per cent disagreed. The pattern of
responsesindicatesthat despitethe challenges, the settlersarefacing, fishing till remain
their mgor incomeearning activity. Nothing seemsto show that they would liketoforsake
fishing for something el seether now or inthefuture. Analysisof responsestoitem 8 which
gatesthat “ Fishing potentia saboundin the resettlement areaand that iswhat hasinformed
thechoiceof theresettlement site” showsthat 295 or 49.17 per cent respondents strongly
agreed, 181 or 30.17 per cent agreed, 80 or 13.33 per cent strongly disagreed, while 44
or 7.33 per cent disagreed. From theresponse pattern, itimpliesthat athough the settlers
were not part of the decision when the site was selected, they may have aninsight asto
why the sitewas sel ected and which isimportant to the study.

Responsesto item 9 which statesthat “ Without fishing business, the resettlement
will collapse” showsthat 281 or 46.83 per cent respondents strongly agreed, 213 or 35.5
per cent agreed, 55 or 9.17 per cent strongly disagreed, while51 or 8.5 per cent disagreed.
Theresponse pattern reflectstheimportance the settl ers attachesto fishing businessand
assomething that will sustain the resettlement. Analysis of responsesto item 10 which
datesthat “ Theresettlement areaislandlocked and not good enough for fishermenlikethe
Bakass peopl€’ reveal that 141 or 23.5 per cent respondents strongly agreed, 276 or 46
per cent agreed, 88 or 14.67 per cent strongly disagreed and 95 or 15.83 per cent
disagreed. Theresponse pattern inwhich mgjority of respondentsreflectsthe perception
the settlershaveabout their present location in relation to the peninsulawhichissurrounded
by the sea.

Theresult of theanaysisrevea sthat the cal culated r-value of 0.78 isgreater than
thecritical r-valueof 0.194 at 0.05 levelsof significance with 598 degrees of freedom.
Withtheresult of thisanays sthe dternate hypothesisisaccepted whilethenull hypothesis
isregjected. Thisresult therefore showsthat thereisasignificant rel ationship between
fishing businessasasource of livelihood and sustainablegrowth in Bakass resettlement in
CrossRiver State, Nigeria. The study agreeswith Okiddi (2002) who reportsthat the
successof most resettlement operationsin Chinaand Indiaisattributableto theavail ability
of major productive occupations upon which resettled groups maketheir living. From
Table2 (Item 1) inwhich theratio of respondentswho agreed to thiswasfound to be 100
per cent; that is, majority of the popul ation were primarily engaged in fishing business,
athough somewere engaged in other businesses such ashunting, farming, craft work and
livestock rearing. Thefinding also support the study of Westing (2005) who reportsthat
most resettlement sitesin Africaare endowed with great natural wealth and somewere
fortunateto have avariety of resources. The choice of Akwa-obutong in Cross River
State asthe resettlement camp for the Bakass settlerswasbased on thefact that it was
not only nearer to the seaat | kang but also surrounded by many riverswherethe settlers
can continuewith their fishing business.
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Evidencesfrom the study increasingly suggest that although the settlersbelieve
that fishinginthe peninsulawasfar better thanitisintheresettlement, fishing businesstill
formsthe expectationsof their existenceand survival inthe settlement. It isexpedient to
mention that although there were no recordsto indicatetheincomelevel derived from
fishing beforeand after their resettlement (if these recordswere available, therewould
have been the most eval uative measure), dataanaysision table 2 (Item 3) showsthat the
estimate of their fishing turn-over per month in the settlement was aboveN100,000.00.
Thestudy aso showsthat fishing played avital roleinthereationship existing betweenthe
settlersand thehost communities. Thisisindicated ontable 2 (itemb5) inwhich theratio of
respondents that accepted thiswasfound to be 74.8 per cent as against 25.2 per cent
who disagreed. Fishingintheresettlement hasacultural vaueasit bringsabout cultural
tiesamong the different communitiesaround the resettlement. However, it was observed
that thelocation of the resettlement makesit difficult for themto conveniently exploit the
seaor riverswithout traversing theinterest of thehost communities.

In other words, settlerswere not allowed to have astrong claim or economic
control of therivers, portsand beachesasany fishing businessundertaken by themwason
hireor by permissionfromthehost communities. Despitethischalenge, theBakass stlers
were not deterred, seeing fishing as one of the elements of power that would makethe
settlement to succeed. Thissupportsthework of George (2013) who notesthat thewhole
of the Bakassi economy and that of neighboring Akpabuyo local Government Areais
primarily fishing with over seventy five per cent of the popul ation employed in thissector
and providesabout sixty per cent of thefood and financia needs of the people.

Table 1. Sample-by-sample distribution of respondents by their strata and selection

Strata Number of Number of Per centage of
households respondents respondents
Archibong town 2,632 263 43.8
Abana town 1,810 180 30.0
Atabong town 1,575 157 26.2
Total 6,017 600 100

Source: Field survey, 2014

Table 2: Distribution of respondents according to their opinion about fishing business in the resettlement
Items
sA A sD D

Fishing is the productive base and major occupation of the settlers. 514 86
(85.7%) (14.3%)
Fishing in the peninsula is better than fishing in the resettlement. 318 155 69 58
(53%) (25.8%)  (11.5%)  (9.7%)
Estimate of my fishing turn-over in the settlement per year 213 167 109 111
is above N 100.000 (35.5%)  (27.8%) (18.2%)  (18.5%)
Fishing in the resettlement is characterized by 55 61 215 269
rivary and oppositions from the host communities. (9.2%) (10.2%) (35.8%) (44.8%)
Fishing played a vital role in the relationship between settlers 141 188 172 99
and the host communities (23.5%) (31.3%) (28.7%)  (16.5%)
Settlers require new methods of fish farming in the resettlement 215 199 83 103
(35.8%)  (33.2%)  (13.8%) (17.2%)
Some settlers have abandoned fish farming for other businesses 42 188 168 202
(7%) (31.3%)  (28%) (33.6%)
The choice of the resettlement site isinformed by the fishing 295 181 80 44
potentials there (49.2%) (30.2%) (13.3%) (7.3%)
Without fishing business the resettlement will collapse. 281 213 55 51
(46.8%)  (35.5%)  (9.2%) (8.5%)
The resettlement area is landlocked and not good enough for fishermen 141 276 88 95

(235%)  (46%) (14.7%)  (15.8%)
Source; Fieldwork, 2013.
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Table 3: Pearson product moment correlation coefficient analysis of the relationship between fishing business
asasource of livelihood and sustainable growth in Bakassi resettlement in Cross River State, Nigeria (N=600)

_ Y y?
Variable X %X % G ZXY r-cal
Sustainable growth ) 2043 4.83 129,060 7,180
144,227 *0.78

Settlers' fishing business (X) 957 356 186,700 9,710
CONCLUSION

Thisresearch hasidentified someissuesin resettlement processesthat could berelevant to
resettlement plannersand policy makers. Firgt, itidentified the uniquenessof availability of
sources of livelihood in aresettlement scheme: it reveal sthat the success of Bakassi
resettlement iswholly dependent on fishing business. Fishing businesshashel ped tofoster
interpersonal contact, facilitate economic growth, adoption of innovations, cultural and
attitudina modificationsand change, al of whichareessentia tothesuccessof theBakass
resettlement programme. It isalso positively affecting the Bakass indigenes politicaly,
economicaly, religioudy and socialy. Based onthefindingsof thisstudy theresearchers
observed that any improvement in the standard of living, aswell asany other substantial
progressto be made, will depend on creating the right environment for the peopleto
continuewiththeir fishing business. Thus, they recommend that government should invest
inthisareaby way of incentives, grants, anong others. Furthermore, new methodsof fish
farming, such asartificid fishing ponds, should beintroduced to the settlersasthiswill help
to boost their fishing businessin the resettlement. Thisis so because the settlers have
discovered that theriversin theresettlement areawere not rich in fish compared to what
they had inthepeninsula. It isafact that fishing whichistheresource base of the settlers
can best be enhanced, improved or devel oped through theintroduction of modern means
of fishfarminginthearea
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