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ABSTRACT

This study examined the effects of oil exploration on socio-cultural issues
in Oguta local government area of Imo State, Nigeria. Cluster sampling
technique was used to select 316 respondents for this study. Information
on the objectives of this study was elicited from the sampled respondents
through a structured questionnaire. Data wer e analyzed using descriptive
statistics such as the mean, frequency distribution, percentage and Likert
scale. Multiple responses were recorded in terms of environmental
challenges posed by oil exploration in the area. Problems such as loss of
source of livelihood, community clashes and intra and inter-community
violence, loss of community norms, destruction of historical sites of
importance, sexual pervasiveness, decrease in longevity and infant
mortality and inequality/inferiority complex were regarded as serious
socio-cultural problems in the area. Strengthening of Social Impact
Assessment within the EIA process in Nigeria, as well as an upgrade to
Strategic Environmental Assessment to address socio-cultural issues in
policies and plans is recommended for the Government, while the
management of oil companies should liase with members of the host
communities on ways to restore and preserve the traditions of their host
community.

Keywords: Oil Exploration, Socio-Cultural Issues, Oil Companies, Oguta
and Likert Scale.

INTRODUCTION
The petroleum industry has been widely known to sustain the Nigerian economy,
snceit replaced theagricultura sector. About 85% of Nigeria srevenueisaccounted
for by the oil sector (George, 2006). Activitiesintheoil sector in recent timeshave
been associated with substantial environmental degradation and socia crises. And
thisposesapotential threat to sustainable development inthe Niger Deltawhere
the bulk of the country’s petroleum resources arelocated (Orubu, Odusolaand
Ewharieme, 2004). Though oil and other natural resourcesare considered to be
national assetsin some countriesof theworld, yet thisisnot the casein Nigeria.
Thewidedichotomy of oil wealth and scarcity of social benefits hascometo be
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knownas‘ TheOil Curse’ (Birdsall and Subramanin, 2004). According toworld
report, thirty four lessdevel oped countriesarerichin mineral and oil resources
33% of these countries have per capitaincome that remainslessthan $1 aday
(Alabi and Ntukekpo, 2012). According to Birdsall and Subramanin (2004) three
explanations have been adduced for these anomalies. First they explain that
fluctuationsin globa prices create dangerous unpredi ctable economic cycles so
that government cannot plan for socia devel opment, particularly when they spend
widely intimesof economic boom and simply run dry when the oil pricesfall,
leading to economic strain. Their second explanation is known as the ‘ Dutch
Disease' . Thishappenswhen resourcesare discovered and the country becomesa
strong economy, asaresult the economy becomes stronger and itsproductsbecome
expensiveintheworld market, the outcomeisusually lower export and hence
lesser revenue, the country then suffersfrom economic dumpwithitsaccompanying
fdlouts

Thethird and probably the most important explanationisthelack of strong
political and economicinstitutionsin the resourcerich countries. Of thosethat are
democratic, only Ecuador, Sao Tomeand Principe, Trinidad and Tobago areinthe
top half of freedom houses world ranking of political freedom (Birdsall and
Subramanin; 2004). Some researchershavea so argued that countriesthat depend
hugely onoil and minerd extractionsaremorelikely to suffer civil conflictsand also
their economic growth havebeenlower than natura resource poor nations. However,
thecrudeoil in Nigeriaisderived fromthe Niger Deltaareawhichismade up of
nine States (Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta, Akwalbom, CrossRivers, Edo, Imo, Abia
and Ondo). These havean estimated popul ation of 28 millionamountingto 16.7%
of theNigerian population (Emmanuel, 2004).

Someof theseareashave suffered thedire effectsof oil explorationwithits
attendant environmental degradation (Okonkwo, 2011). And these have paved
way tosocid unrest and hodtility of theindigent communitieswhichtakestheform
of pipelinevandalization, kidnapping, shutting down of oil instalations, militancy,
intraand inter-community violenceetc. Inlinewith Chapter 26 of Agenda21 which
urgesthat “inview of theinter-relationship between thenatura environment, and its
sustai nable devel opment and thecultura, socia , economic and physical well-being
of indigenouspeople, nationa and internationa effortstoimplement environmentally
sound and sustai nabl e devel opment shoul d recogni ze, accommodate, promoteand
srengthentheroleof indigenouspeopleand their communities’; thisstudy examines
theland acquigtion patterns, environmental challengesand effectsof oil exploration
on socio-cultural issuesinImo State.

METHOD

Thestudy wascarried out in OgutaL ocal Government Area. Itislocated in Imo
State of Nigeriaand sharesboundarieswith Anambra, Deltaand Rivers States.
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Ogutaisthe headquartersof the OgutaL oca Government Areaand oneof thetwo
crudeoil producing Local Government Areasin Imo State. It isasocio-geographic
town with asurface areaof approximately 2,025.75 square kilometers. Fishing
and farming arethe major and traditional occupationsof the Ogutapeople (ISGR,
2012). Cluster sampling technique was used to select respondentsfrom thetwo ail
producing communitiesin Ogutawhich are Oguta Town and Ezi-Orsu. Copiesof
Structured questionnairewereadministered ina4: 1 ratio according to the difference
in population sizeof thetwo communities;, hence Oguta Townwasissued atotal of
316 copiesof questionnaire, whileatotal of 79 questionnaireswereissuedin Ezi-
Orsu. Out of thissamplethestudy found only 245 and 71 valid responsesin Oguta
Townand Ezi-Orsu, thereby giving atota of 316 responsesuseful for dataanalyses.
Datawereanayzed using descriptiveandinferentia statisticsand other appropriate
tools. Land acquisition patternsand environmental challengeswereanalyzed using
descriptive stati sti cssuch asthemean, frequency distribution and percentage. Effects
of oil exploration on socio-cultural issueswereanayzed using theLikert Scaling
Method of 5 Point scalewhich rangefrom:

5 = Very Serious,
4 = Serious,

3 = Undecided,
2 = LessSerious,
1 = Not Serious.

The scaling gave amean of 3.0; factors with mean score equal to or above 3.0
wereregarded asmgjor effectsof oil exploration on socio-cultural issuesand vice
versa,

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1 showsthat amgjority of therespondents, 40.2% obtained their land through
rent/lease, while 21.8%, 31.3% and 6.6% acquired their land through inheritance,
purchaseand giftsrespectively. Thisisindicative of aninflux into theareaof non-
indigenous personsaswell asforced migration of indigenesfromtheir ancestral
homes corroborating further the assertion by Ereghaand I rughe (2009) that there
isalargeinflux of non-indigenouspersonsinto theoil producing communitiesof the
Niger Deltaarea. Table 2 showsthat multiple responseswererecorded in termsof
environmental challengesposed by oil explorationinthestudy area.

Land, water and air pollution accounted for 69.3%, 98.7% and 68.4%
respectively. These statistics corroborate the high ranking given by Agboolaand
Olurin (2003) to water and land pollutionin environmental resourcedegradationin
the Niger Deltaregion. Table 3 showsthat anong the socio-cultural problems
associatedwithoil  explorationinthe area, problems such asimpoverishment/
poverty, invasion of traditiona customs, lack of empowerment from oil companies
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andlack of proper consultation with community membersprior to development are
not regarded as serious socio-cultura problemscaused by oil exploration activities
inthestudy area. Thisisbecausetheir mean valuesarelessthan the standard mean
vaueof 3.0whichisthejudging mean vaue. However other problemssuch asloss
of sourceof livelihood israted very serious, thisisbecausethecommunity whichin
timepast wasalargely agrarian society has been deprived of thelimited farmlands
andwater sourcesfor crop cultivation, fishing and marineactivitiesdueto pollution
and other inimical practicesby oil companieswhich operateinthearea.

Another problem rated as seriousiscommunity clashesand internecine
violence which gave mean valuesof 4.02 grester than the standard mean value of
3.0. Thisimpliesthat the presence of oil companiesin the areahave caused an
upsurgein community clashesand violence among host communitieswhich may
have been caused by non meeting of demands of the host communitiesby theail
companies. Thiscorroboratesthe assertion of Ereghaand Irughe (2009), that oil
exploration activitiesintheNiger Deltaregionsare closaly associated with cultural
and socid unrest such asintra- conflict, youth restiveness, pipe-linevanddization,
hostage taking and kidnapping etc. Loss of community normsand valuesshow a
mean va ueof 3.36 and isgreater than the standard mean vaue of 3.0, thusisnoted
asaseriousproblem. Thisindicatesthat theinflux of non indigenousoil workers
and some extent of associated materialism have caused to alarge extent the
degradation of traditional community normsand vaues. Closely associated with oil
exploration and mining activitiesisbush clearing and burning, the survey indicates
that thedestruction of historica stesof importanceisamagjor socio-cultura problem
to the people of Oguta, the problem obtained amean score of 4.01. Thisactivity
hasthe potential to adversely affect the psychology of the peopleintheareaand
may result in hostil e attitude towards the perceived source of the destruction.

Sexual pervasivenessand decreaseinlongevity and infant mortality gave
mean scores of 3.57 and 3.84 respectively and were thus designated as serious
socio-cultural problemsinthearea, theincreasein promiscuity may be associated
with materialismwhichisassociated with migration of oil workersand groupsinto
thearea(Uyigueand Agho, 2007). They further state that sexual promiscuity is
closely associated with high outbreak of HIV/AIDS epidemic whichisamajor
problemlinked with oil explorationinthe Niger Deltaregion asawhole. Decrease
inlongevity and infant mortality provesto beaproblem with the community even
with perceived globa improvement in health carefacilities, thismay beassociated
with air and water borne diseases associated with air and water pollution. This
further corroboratesthework of Obas (2007) who statesthat the Sparse popul ation
patternswhich are observed in the areaare due to emission of poisonous gases
such assulphur dioxide and carbon monoxidewhich has caused among other things
increasein cataracts, skin rashes and miscarriagesamong pregnant mothers, also
theincidenceof bronchitisisclosdly associated with gasflaring activities. Inferiority
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complex among indigenes gave amean score of 3.98; thismay beasaresult of
some of the other socio-cultural problemsdiscussed such asdestruction of their
historical stesof importance, lossof meansof livelihood and tendency of majority
of indigenesin theemployment of the oil companiesto beemployedinlower cadres
and thus perform more menial jobs than other groups. The grand mean of the
distributionis3.236 + 1.265; thisgave apercentage of seriousnessof 64.7%. This
impliesthat about 64.7% seriousness of the socio-cultural problemsare caused by
oil explorationinthearea

Table 1: Distribution of respondentsaccording to land acquisition patterns

LandAcquistion Fregquency Percentage
Inheritance 69 21.8
Rent/Lease 127 40.2
Purchase 99 31.3

Gift 21 6.6

Totd 316 100

Source: Field Survey, 2013

Table2: Distribution of respondents according to environmenta challengesposed
by oil explorationinthe study area

Environmenta Challenges ** Frequency Percentage
Land Pollution 219 69.3
Water Pollution 312 98.7
AirPollution 216 68.4

Source: Field Survey, 2013 ** Multipleresponses observed

Table3: Effectsof oil exploration on socio-cultural issuesin Oguta

Socio-cultural problems Y Fx TE Mean Remark
Impoverishment/Poverty 758 316 2.40 Not Serious
Loss of source of livelihood 1315 316 4.16 Very Serious
Invasion of traditional customs and rites 660 316 2.09 Not Serious
Community clashes and internecine violence 1270 316 4.02 Very Serious
Loss of community norms and values 1062 316 3.36 Serious
Destruction of historical sites of importance 1267 316 4.01 Very Serious
Sexual pervasiveness 1128 316 3.57 Serious
Decreasein longevity and infant mortality 1213 316 3.84 Serious

No empowerment from oil companies 664 316 2.1 Not Serious
Lack of consultation with community

members before devel opment 654 316 2.07 Not Serious
Inequality/Inferiority complex 1258 316 3.98 Serious

Grand mean + std = 3.236 = 1.265 Percentage of seriousness = 64.7%
Source: Field Survey 2013
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CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Inlight of thefindingsof thisstudy asreportedinthiswork, it sufficesto say that the
activitiesof theof oil companies operating in Ogutahas caused some measure of
havoc and at the sametime eroded on the socio-cultura fabric of thehost community
which has resulted in social unrest in the area. Based on this the following
recommendationswere made; Theoil companies should stand up to their social
responsibilitiestowards addressing the af orementioned i ssuesin Ogutaareaand
should most urgently liasewith membersof thehost communitiesonwaysof cregting
an enabling environment for the Ogutacommunity to protect and uphold their culture
andtraditional practiceswhileensuring good mora sand psychologica well-being
of thecommunity members. Similarly the Nation a so should redizethe part which
it hasto play in achieving theaimsof sustainable development; and ashighlightedin
Agenda21 should becautiousinitsdevel opment driveand duly support theidentity,
cultureand interest of indigenousethnic communitiesto enabletheir participationin
achieving theaimsof sustainable devel opment. Thisshould beduly enforced for
compliancewith the oil companiesoperatingin theregion.

REFERENCES

Agboola, T. and Olurin, T. (2003). Land Use and Land Cover Change in the Niger Delta.
Excerpt from a Research Paper presented to the Centre for Democracy And
Devel opment.

Alabi, O. F. and Ntukekpo, S. S. (2012). Oil companies and Corporate Social Responsibility
inNigeria: An empirical Assessment of Chevrons Community Devel opment Projects
in the Niger Delta. In British Journal of Artsand Social Sciences, 4, 2.

Birdsall, N. and Subramanin, A. (2004). Saving Irag fromits Oil. Foreign Affairs, 83, 77-89

Emmanue ,0. (2004). Gauging progresson oil in Nigeriaz Community Relations Devel opment
Impact and Revenue Transparency. (Online) Available at www.emalinsight.conv
10.1108

Eregha, P.B.and Irughe, I. R. (2009). Oil induced Environmental Degradationinthe Nigeria's
Niger Delta; The Multiplier Effect. In Journal of Sustainable Development in
Africa,11, 4

George, Y. (2006). Pumping oil and pumping money: Impact on local cultures In Niger
Delta Region of Nigeria. Available online at www.emalinsight.conm/10.1108

ISGR (2012). Imo State Government Reports. Available at http://en.www.imostate.gov.ng

Obasi, M. N. (2007). Environmental Education and Issuesin Oil Exploration: A Case Study of
Oguta LGA of Imo State. The Social Science, 2 (4), 381-384.

Okonkwo, U. U. (2011). TheAro, Host Communitiesand Continuitiesin Intergroup Suspicion
in the OgutaAreasince Pre-colonial times. Afro Asian Journal of Social Sciences,
2(2), 4

Orubu C. O.,0dusolaA. and EwhariemeW. (2004). The Nigerian Oil Industry, Environmental
Diseconomies, Management Strategies and need for Community Involvement.
Journal of Human Ecology, 16 (3), 203-214

Uyigue, E. andAgho, M. (2007). Coping with Climate Change and Environmental Degradation
in the Niger Delta of South Nigeria, Benin. Benin City: Community Research and
Development Centre (CREDC).

Journal of Environmental Issues and Agriculture in Developing Countries, \Vol. 5, No. 2, August 2013 24



