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ABSTRACT

Many damages have been done to the ecosystem, especially the biosphere that
houses the human species. The systems demand that human species and
non-human species should be protected from avert environmental or ecological
conditions which are detrimental to healthy living. This review examined
environmental degradations in modern society. It also examined the ways in
which every individual, group, community can help its society in establishing
healthy environment and communitarian ethical living by possibly looking at
the effectiveness of man’s moral obligation to the ecosystem as the responsive
solution to the degrading environments surrounding humanity.
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INTRODUCTION

For better and happy living to be achieved, man should be very much atoning with nature
and hisenvironment in general. Development isthe responsibility of everyone. Largely
through human activity, lifeon earth faces serious danger of extermination. Sincethedawn
of modernity, humans have sequentially polluted, degraded and destroyed the very
environment which sustainstheir livesand those of other living organisms. Not only have
they succeeded in making the environment hostileto life, they haveasoturneditintoa
breeding ground for usual and unusual diseases and sicknesses (Nnamani, 2005).

Thisresponsibility isaglobal one, for concernsnot just with energy but withthe
wholeof creation, which must not be bequeathed to future generations depl eted of its
resources. Human being legitimately exercisesarespons ble stewardship over nature, in
order to protect it, enjoy itsfruitsand cultivateit in new ways, with the assistance of
advanced technol ogies, sothat it canworthily accommodate and feed theworld'spopul ation
(Benedict XVI, 2009). Everything surroundsthe consideration of the human person, and
though not fully understood because of hiscomposition. The paradoxes of the human
person point to two facts: the obviousfact that man isachild of nature, subject toits
vicissitudes, compelled by itsnecessities, driven by itsimpul ses, and confined within the
brevity of hisyearswhich nature permitsitsvaried organic form. Theother factisthat man
isaspirit who stands outside of nature, life, himself, hisreason and theworld (Udoh,
Mbuk and Ejiogu, 2008). Even with these prospects, one can seethat theworld issick
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and then man isequally very sick andill. Itsillness consist lessin the unproductive
monopolisation of resourcesby asmall number of peoplethaninthelack of brotherhood
among individua sand peoples(CfPaul V1, 1967) especially asaresult of man'sactivities
that |ead to environmental degradations.

Thisgateof menacefor manfromwhat heproducesshowsitsdf invariousdirections
and various degrees of intensity. We seem to beincreasingly aware of thefact that the
exploitation of theearth, the planet on whichweareliving, demandsrational and honest
planning. At the sametime, exploitation of the earth not only for industrial but also for
military purposesand the uncontrolled devel opment of technol ogy outsidetheframework
of along-rangeauthentically humanistic plan often bring with them athregt to man’ snaturdl
environment, alienate himin hisrelationswith nature and remove him from nature. Man
often seemsto see no other meaning in his natural environment than what servesfor
immediate useand consumption. Yet it wasthe Creator’swill that man should communicate
with nature asan intelligent and noble“ master” and “ guardian”, and not asaheedless
“exploiter” and“ destroyer” (John Paul 11, 1979).

Theissueof thiswrite-upisonthe effects of environmental degradation and the
possiblemord dictatesto curtail them. But the questionsthat cometo mind when discussing
suchissuesare: canthere bemeaningful devel opment without the effectsof environmental
degradation, of which they areregarded by scientific and technological researchersas
residua productsin the quest of meaningful engagements?Arewereally moraly obliged
toand obligated for thewelIbeing of our environment? Doweredlly consider theimportance
of photosynthesisand the needsfor healthy surrounding which providentialy necessitate
healthy living? Do wereally protect our collective heritagesand consider the control of
our freedom for the purpose of common goodness? Therefore, theaim of thiswork isto
bring to fore the imperativeness of the exercise of man'smoral responsibilitiesto the
environment for enhanced better living condition.

ENVIRONMENT, EcosysTEM AND ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION
Environment isabout thewholefactorsin naturethat promote the coursesof living. It can
beregarded asnatureitsalf, because one cannot talk about natural order without recourse
to the concept ‘ environment’. Environmentalist is thus defined as the person who is
concerned with or advocatesfor the protection of theenvironment; aperson who considers
that the environment hasthe primary influence on the devel opment of aperson or group
(Kusumalayam, 2008). The keeping to the responsibility will necessarily engender
sustainable development. From theforegoing, it can be deduced that every personisan
environmentaist Snceitisobviousthat no oneeventhemost ugly person hateshishersalf.
Sustainable devel opment isthe human moral responseto think and act inthe
interestsof themselvesand their posterity, especialy by protecting earth’snaturd habitats.
Itisan approach to protecting natural environment, whichisurgently demanded now for
human continuity or perpetuity (Malachylgwilo, 2008/9). When discussing environment
what comes to mind is the condition of it. Thus the meaning of a‘safe and healthy’
environment remainsambiguous. It can mean being in asituation wherewearefreefrom
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thethresat of crimeor fromthethreatsof pollution. But whenitisused strictly in the context
of aright to safe and healthy environment it has now cometo mean being freefroma
“particular set of threats’ to human safety, namely those which stem from technol ogical
and industrial processesthedisposal of sewage and wastes (Malachylgwilo, 2008/9). It
demandsthe collective conscience and positive symbiosisby thewhole humanity that she
ispart of theenvironment and it presseson her to protect it. Theenvironmentisahome
which housesall that istherein.

Ecosystem isthe arrangement of the natural order. Itisall about the events of
living, which are naturally placed, and by its design keepsthewhole creative order or
cregtion on-going. Oneadvocatesfor themaintenance of it; becausethewholeingredients
of lifelieonthewelInessof it. So, ecosystemisthe habitat arrangement of thenatura order
which necessary sustainslifeandliving possible. Itissegt of lifeanditsliving conditions,
becauseit guaranteesthe necessary factorsfor life'spossibility.

Environmenta degradationisthedeterioration of theenvironment through depletion
of resourcessuch asair, water and soil. It isthe destruction of ecosystemsand theextinction
of wildlife. The UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction defines environmental
degradation asthe reduction of the capacity of the environment to meet itssocial and
ecological objectivesand needsfor the devel opment of the human society. The major
areasof crissof degradation are: agricultural activitiesand Force degradation; industrial
pollution; agrochemical and waterwayspollution; and devel opmental degradation.

Also, environmental degradation, according to High Level Threat Panel of the
United Nations Organisation, isoneof the Ten Threatsin humanity, which canessily lead
humanity into extinctionif not properly monitored and controlled. Thisisbecauseitisa
processthrough which the natural environment iscompromised in someway, reducing
biological diversity and thegenera hedlth of theenvironment (Www.wisegiek.com). The
process can be natural, but in most cases, it isaccel erated or caused by human activities.
Itisabout theviolencedoneto naturd order, especialy by the scientific and technological
activitiesassociated with man’ sinnovations and ingenuity. According to Benedict X VI,
today much harmisdoneto thedevel opment precisely asaresult of thesedistorted notions.
Reducing nature merely to acollection of contingent dataends up doing violencetothe
environment and even encouraging activity that fail sto respect human natureitself (Benedict
XVI, 2009). Theforegoing clearly showsthat the human world at variouslevelsof our
existenceisfar being properly regul ated.

Consequently, itisavery fragmented worldinwhich theided sof freedom, justice
and human harmony arefar from being redlised. In short, theworld today isdominated by
thenegativevauesof aienation, injusticeand disharmony. Hence, itisfar frombeing afree
world (Oladipo, 2008). So theissuesof environmental degradation call humanity with
great attention and interest, becauseitisfor her good that they should be properly addressed.

THE NATURE OF ENVIIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION
Theformsof environmental degradation are overuse of natural resources, which mostly
areasaresult of spillage and depletion of water, air and land; land erosion asresults of
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flooding; privatisation of common landsfor habitation; pollution viatoxic substancesfrom
industrial and military engagement , vehicle emission, agricultural runoffs, disposal of
radioactivewastes, naval exercises, geological activities, pipelining, mining, cableand
mechanicd ingalations, emissionfrom nuclear technologica materias. According toLoon,
“therick society thesisworkson the basisof the assumption that thetechnol ogical culture
inhabited by human can nolonger performfunctiona closures. Thatis, the -
evidencesof the ordering —evealing enabled by technoscience can no longer betakenfor
granted. As aresult the relationship between human being and environment is no
longer unproblematically mediated by technology, instrumental fidelity breakdown.
This breakdown is catalysed by the digitalisation of environment. In the world of
telemdti cs, there ationship between human beingsand environmentisinevitably ambiguous
(VanLoon, 2002).

The causes of environmental degradation aremostly linked with man’sactivities
whicharefactua fromtheinception of economicandindugtrid revolutioninthe 18" Century.
Thisfollowsmost intensively by theadvancement of modern scientific and technol ogical
activities which have been the major problemsto man’sliving conditions, thoughin
some many waysthey have been hissaviour. It can also belinked with: the effects of
poverty and unmanaged popul ation growth that |ead to the culture of deforestation and
excessive use of water, air and lands in the ecosystem, poor government policieson
environmental and waste management, indiscriminate activitiesof scienceand technology;
with theexplosionthat isassociated withit comesthe quest for moreand moreresources.
Thisquest for resources, especially energy, hasresultedinlossof other animal speciesas
their habitats are threatened by mining, deforestation and dam projects (Malachylgwilo,
2008/9), the uncontrolled growth of urbanisation and industrialisation, poor town planning,
soil erosion asaresult of over-cropping and overcrowding, wars and other forms of
conflicts, and thelikes.

Any degradation leadsto ecological collapseif allowedto persist, and result to
mass extinction of resources, animalsand plants. According to | zibili (2005), no doubt,
damageto theenvironment isno respecter of frontiers, and damage doneto onegeneration
hasthe consequence of affecting the future generations.. .. Environmental degradation
occurs when renewabl e resources are depleted or used at arate faster than they are
naturally replenished. If such replenishablerate of use continues, theresources can become
non-renewableon ahumantime scale or becomeextinct (1zibili, 2005). 1tleadstotoxicity
of the ecosystem, and resiliency to the original ecosystem, and the destruction of natural
irrigational system. Overgrazing, overcrowding, reduction of availability of food,
demographic pressure, loss of vegetation, shortages of biomass, drought, reductionin
childmortality rate, forceful human migrationin search of wel coming environments, increase
inpoverty rate, diseases, natural calamities, desertification, aversive climate change,
greenhouse gasemission, soil erosion, ozonelayer depletion, vulnerability of womenasa
result of search of basic materialsfor livelihood ared soitseffects. According to JohnPaul
11, thegradual depletion of the ozonelayer and therelated * greenhouse effect has now
reached crisis proportions as a consequence of industrial growth, massive urban
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concentrationsand vastly increased energy needs. Industrial waste, the burning of fossl
fuels, and unrestricted deforestation, the use of certain typesof herbicides, coolantsand
propellants: al of these areknown to harm the atmosphere and environment (JohnPaul 11,
1990).

MAN'SMORAL OBLIGATIONTOTHE ENVIRONMENT

Man'smorality affirmsthe consciousness of the predicamentsof hisexistence, and also

hiscapability to chooseto act in anumber of ways (Echekwube, 2005) for the betterment

of higher living. Astheenvironmenta situationsunfold, philosophersand environmentaists
areforced to redefine the scope of moral obligation. Thereisno doubt that the present
generationisto agreat extent living at the expense of the future generation (Nnamani,

2005). So, man’smoral obligation towardsthe ecosystem will appear to usastheremedies

to theeffectsof environmental degradation. They areasfollows:

I. Respect of human rightsand dignity, and the promotion of the dictates of social
judtice. Theordering of human affairsispossbleontherespect giventotheordinance
of natura law wherethehuman rightsarederived. Morality demandsthat everyone
obeysand carries out these commandsthat will necessarily bring about thereign
of socid justice.

. Respect of Right to devel opment and Right to Safe Environment as specified by
the United Nations Organisation. Inthistype of culture, the conscienceissimply
invited to takenoteof technological possbilities. Right to Safe Environment which
the UNO has been championing in the recent timesisamoral restitution that
should beseeninthelifeof everyone.

i Promotion of the course of human lifeand happy living. Every individua should
show congtant readinessto beenvironmentd friendly for the management of natura
resources and their usages. Researchers have shown that many models of our
lifestylesare not environmenta friendly, eventhe mode of funeralshasbeen so
toxic to the ecosystem, which are very negative, and has contributed and been
contributing to the destruction by the chemica swe useto embam corpse before
burias. They suggest that corpse should be buried without emba mment.

\VA Thecontrol of persona freedom towardsinnovation and creativity, and therespect
of collectivefreedom. Environmenta issuesred ly posemora chalenges. Weare
therefore challenged to examinethe quality of our relationshipsto ourselves, to
our neighbours, to nature and to the entire universe. They confront ustheduty of
becoming responsiblefor our actionsand of becoming the peoplewe should be
(Nnamani, 2005).

V. Adoption of thedoctrine of Intergenerational Equity and Common Heritage of
mankind (Kusumaayam, 2008). Thesearea soinlinewiththethought of UNESCO
inthe Declaration on theresponsibilities of the Present Generationsto the Future
Generations (adopted on 12 November 1997): (a) In order to ensure that
generations benefit from the richness of the Earth’s ecosystems, the present
generationsshould gtrivefor sustainabledeve opment and preserveliving conditions,
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particularly thequality andintegrity of theenvironment. (b) The present generations
should ensurethat future generations are not exposed to pollution which may
endanger their heath or their existence. (¢) The present generationsshould preserve
for futuregenerationsnatural resources necessary for sustaining human lifeand for
itsdevelopment. (d) The present generations should take into account possible
consequencesfor future generations of major projects beforetheseare out.

Vi. Awarenessof environmental importance and the change of peopl €' s perception of
poverty in developing countries, especially on the scourge of poverty and
migration.Curiosity isal about education of man. Man should be curious about
what will promotehisher lifeintelectudly and culturdly. Theachievement of hedthy
environment isbased on the education of therightswhich thesociety will beable
to giveto the people and the ones man can lay claim to, the sense of morality
which hehasplaced thevaueof hislifeand hisactivitieson.

Vil. The promotion of effective environmental and waste management by individuas,
nationa and internationa agencies, and regul ationsof trans-boundary movement
of hazardouswastes. Thesocieta individual should devel op the consciousness of
private hygienethat will necessarily engender commund cleanliness,

vii.  Proper impact assessment policiesand implementationsfor the placement of
industries, and proper legal framework for maritimelaw and safety, Land Use
Act, Airgpace Regulation, and the protection of biodiversity under international
law.

iX. Afforestation: thereisneed for theregeneration interest for replacement of extinct
and consumed plants, especially economictrees, in order to regain the adequate
and beneficia biosphere.

With thesefactorsfor moral engagement for the sustenance of environment, the
following suggestionsor policiesshould be considered asmeasuresto curtail the effectsof
environmental degradation. Reverencefor theworth of manisthebasisof morality, anda
personisdutiful not for materid gain, pleasureandthelike, but for reverencefor himsdf as
aperson amoral agent (Edemaand Abam, 2008/09).

THE ACCEPTANCE OF EcoLocicAL PHILOSOPHY

In the attempt to attain environmental friendliness and consciousness, the embrace of
ecologica philosophy whichisabout the compartmentalisation of knowledgeof addressing
theentiredomain of humaninterestsfor the management and utili sation of theenvironment
is utmost important (Allan Savage 2006). These attitudes, sustained by a renewed
awareness of theinterdependence of all theinhabitants of the earth, will contributeto
eliminating thenumerous causes of ecologica disastersaswel| asguaranteeing the ability
to respond quickly when such disastersstrike peoplesand territories. Theecologica question
must not befaced solely because of thefrightening prospectsthat environmental destruction
represents, rather it must abovedl becomeastrong motivation for an authentic solidarity
of worldwidedimensions (PCJP, 1994). Thisisthethrust of mora change of mentality of
humankind towards proper environmental integration. It aso helpsinthemonitoring of the
activitiesof scienceand technology for theadvancement of humanfamilies. Thisisabout
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the security of human lifeand demands of the promotion of itsexistence. Opennesstolife
isat the centre of truedeve opment. When asociety movestoward thedenid or suppression
of life, it endsup no longer finding meaning the necessary motivation and energy to strive
for man’strue devel opment. The acceptance of ecological philosophy exemplifiesthe
respect for the principlesof intergenerational equity and common heritage of mankind.
Theprincipleof Intergenerationa Equity focusesontherightsof futuregenerations. Itisa
partnership of progressand devel opment that each generation hasright to inherit thesame
diversity innatural and cultura resourcesenjoyed by previousgenerationsand been enjoy
by current generationsand in projection by future generations, and equitableaccesstothe
useand benefits of these resources (Kusumalayam, 2008).

Accordingto Cawdl (nd), it establishesalegal obligation to preservefavourable
environmental conditionsfor futuregenerations, to guaranteethem equa accessto natural
resources and benefits (K usumalayam, 2008). What thismeansisthat every generation
hasthetask of engaging anew in the arduous search for the right way to order human
affairs; thistask isnever smply completed. Yet every generation must al so makeitsown
contribution to establishing convincing structures of freedom and of good, which canhelp
thefollowing generation asaguidelinefor the proper useof human freedom; hence, dways
within humanlimits, they provideacertain guaranteea sofor thefuture. Whiletheprinciple
of Common Heritage of Mankind statesthat some of the resources present on our planet
aresaid to befor the common heritage of mankind. Mankind existson every existing
generation, andit demandsits sustenance through the availableresources. Such resources
areair, water and land. It demands proper management, protection and promotion of
these heritagesfor the advancement of humankind and thewhol e ecosystem.

Every economic activity making use of natural resourcesmust al so be concerned
with safeguarding the environment and should foresee the costsinvolved, which arean
essential el ement of the actual cost of economic activity. In thiscontext, one considers
relationsbetween human activity and climate changewhich, giventher extreme complexity,
must be opportunely and constantly monitored at thescientific, political andjuridicd, nationd
and international levels. The climate is a good that must be protected and reminds
consumersand thoseengagedinindudtrid activity to devel op agrester senseof responsibility
for their behaviour (PCJP, 1994). Itisamoral obligationto our generation and thefuture
generationsto carry out thesetasks, disposesthe sense of monopolisation of any natural
inheritance by any existing generation, and discourages the overuse of any of these
inheritances

Theevaluation centreson the needsto consider themoral obligationsespecially
therespect of human lifeanditsrightsin the human activities, so that what man does, will
not be detrimental to his/her existence. In anutshell, the adoption of the principles of
common heritage of mankind and intergenerationa equity, if fully considered, will goalong
way toeliminateany activity that may lead to environmental degradationinany form. This
isbecause; manwill greatly consider the usefulness of materialsor resourcesin natural
order with cautions, for the good of every existing generation. These principlespromote
right to devel opment which isseenin man’snature. But they evaluatethis devel opment,
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because man does not devel op through hisown power, nor can development ssimply be
handedto him (Benedict X V1, 2009). Inthe courseof history, it was often maintained that
the creation of ingtitutionswas sufficient to guarantee theful filment of humanity’sright to
development. Considering that:

Today’s world has placed a premium on material development,

sacrificing many moral and spiritual values on the altar of material

progress. Economic, political, social, cultural and educational realities

have evolved and changed in significant ways, with the result that our

worldview, values and outdated schemes of thought do not always

allow us to device appropriate solutions to crucial problems. Nor have

we always succeeded in preventing our values and cultures from

becoming detached from the global economy, the rules of the market

and the highly useful but invasive new technologies. This has led to a

divorce between the twin poles of our existence. As a result, cultural

allegiances and religious ideologies- often distorted from their true
meaning- have increasingly imposed themselves as exclusive responses

(Bernani, 2004):

Moreover, such devel opment requiresacommunal ethical vision of the human
person that imbibestheworkability of collectivemorality: without him with such mindset,
then, development iseither denia or entrusted exclusively to man, who fallsinto thetrap of
thinking he can comeabout hisown salvation and ends up promoting adehumanised form
of development. Evenintheface of modernity and civilisation, humanity isroaminginthe
shacklesof uncertainty asthey posethe challengesof wars, terrorism and other socia and
environmenta unrests, pollutions, deforestation, fal seindustrialisation and urbanisation,
endaved economic and politica policies, fa sebiotechnology, nuclear warfare, armament
or armrace, poverty, draught, diseases, and naturd disasters, where philosophy asdiscipline
seem to have little or no relevancein proffering urgent solutions, only appear in the
abstraction of ideas, not only philosophy, every profession or disciplineislimitedinthis
quest of solution rendering. What matters now isthe use of man’s conscience.

Philosophically aso, theembrace of the philosophical venture of the usefulness of
thedictatesof Ecologica Philosophy (Allan Savage, 2006) for environmenta consciousness
will bevery meaningful in monitoring the activitiesof humanity inrelaion to environmental
mai ntenance and val uation. These bring the culture of humanised freedom that isvery
much accommodative. AsBenedict XV assertsthat “ theright state of human affairs, the
moral well-being of theworld can never be guaranteed simply through structuresalone,
however good they are. Such structuresare not only important, but necessary; yet they
cannot and must not marginalize human freedom. Even the best structuresfunction only
when the community isanimated by convictions capable of motivating peopleto assent
freely tothesocia order (Benedict XV1, 2007).

CONCLUSION
Theenvironmentisaliving organismitsdlf, and every organismintheenvironmentisall
seeking survival, including man himself. With this, we have agive-and-takerelationship
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between humansand non-humans, and ultimately with theenvironment. They dl havelife
that needsto be promoted and protected. We all have collective responsibility to the
environment, for the benefits of human and non-human organisms. We know that “we
have beforeus hereagreat dramathat can leave nobody indifferent. The personwhois
trying to draw the maximum profit and, on the other hand, ispaying the pricein damage
andinjury isalwaysman. Thedramaismadestill worse by the present closeat hand of the
privileged socia classesand of therich countries, which accumulate goodsto an excessive
degreeand the misuse of whoserichesvery often becomesthe causeof variousills.”**Man
isallowed to use his God-given talents, not to exploit but to explore hisenvironment, in
order to derivecomfort and joysinitall. Inanother light, man and nations should allow
their freedomto be controlled by morality, spirit of common goodness, diplomaticinterest
and respect for local and international agencies policies, eveninthenameof military,
scientific and technol ogica advancements.
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