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ABSTRACT

Values serve as standard for political and social interaction among
members of a particular group of people. They are manifested in the
attitude and behaviour of the people. This study discusses corruption
and how it has eroded the core values in Nigeria. The aim is to
suggest ways of curtailing the menace through social eduction. The
causes of corruption such as crave for political power, pauperism,
the desire to acquire material wealth among others were discussed.
The study also x-rays the efficacy of the role of social education asa
means of curbing corruption in Nigeria. The shortfall of the subject
are identified to include the methodology or approache adopted in
transmitting the right information to members of the society, the use
of non-specialist among others. Against this backdrop, the ministry
of education should ensure that only those who specialized in social
studies should teach the subject at all level. Ethical issues should be
emphasized during theteaching and lear ning process. Other members
of society should undergo social education through well organised
seminar s and wor kshop, which should be transmitted in the language
of the people for quick assimilation. Essentially, the teacher or
instructor should see himself as a role-model.

Keywords: Corruption, Political and Social Orientation, Social
Education.

INTRODUCTION

Nomanissociableor inarelationshipinisolation of others. So, it takestwo or
more people to be sociable. With thisideology infocus, it istherefore not
debatablethat in the cause of thisrelationship, conscioudy or unconscioudly,
one party or both will seek self-satisfaction first against that of another. Where
thishappens, corruption setsin. Having thisnotionin mind, thebig questionin
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contextiswhoisnot corrupt? Every personinsociety isavictimof corruption
inoneway or another. It isnot when only money or property isinvolved that it
iscorruption. Corruption involves any selfish desiredirected at cheating or
gaining undue advantage of someone el sewhether intheworkplace, church,
mosque, social gathering, government business and family, among others.
Therefore, corruptionisacontroversd, contemporary and obstreperousgloba
phenomenon that have entrapped man in hiseconomic, political, cultural and
socid milieu. Itseffectson man’sactivitieshave been so devastating that man
hasvowed to deal with the menace acrossboard. Theworld leadersin Anti-
corruption summit heldin Londonwhichwasreported by Vanguard Newspaper
of Friday 13, May, 2016identifies corruption asthe bane of world’snumerous
problems. Thisimplies that corruption is not peculiar to one nation. It is
ubiquitous. In other words, it hasbecome acancerous disease and synchronous
discourse among nations, various soci eties and even household members. A
precipitous look on daily newspapers would persuade you of the
contemporaneousand efficacy of themenacein ruining and retarding economic
growth of many countries of theworld; especially the underdevel oped and
devel oping countries. Theconsequencesareadwaysastronomica. For instance,
unemployment, poverty, kidnapping, insurgenciesamong othersare synonymous
with corruptionin most part of theworld. Certainly, the magnitude of fraud,
embezzlement and other forms of corruption appearsto be ontheincrease.
Thisassertionisobviousin Okobia(2015) who observesthat corruptionisa
daily occurrencein most part of theworld especialy in Latin—Americaand
Sub-SaharaAfrica

Igwe (2010) notesthat corruption isone of the numerous contumacious
socid illsannihilating Africa. Nigeriaisnot an exception to thisassertion. Otoja
(2005) has noted that the pervasiveness of corruption in Nigeria since
independence has doneincal culable damageto the economy. Therearealso
myriadsof socia problemswhich seem to have manifested from corruption.
Boko-haram insurgency, Niger - Delta militants/Avengers, kidnapping,
unemployment among othersare symptomsof corruption. Intheview of the
researcher, it may not be an exaggeration toinsinuatethat almost every page of
Nigerian Newspapers report corruption issues, taking into cognizance the
magnitudeinwhichtheissue appears. Corruption issuesarereported daily and
they dominate thefront page of most newspapers.

Consequently, theimage of the country seemsto have been shattered
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asaresult of theleve and cdiber of peoplewho aredwaysinvolvedintheact.
| ntegrity, honesty, transparency and other formsof Africantraditional values
which are necessary for sustainabl e devel opment have been supplanted by the
quest for wealth. Theenormity of corruption syndromeisso conspicuousthat
theformer PrimeMiniger of Britain, David CamerondescribesNigeriadongsde
Afghanistan asafantastically corrupt nation (Vanguard Wednesday 11, May,
2016). Theincidenceof corruptionin Nigeriaisso pronounced that most of the
leadershavenofear toloot. Fund meant for devel opment are sometimesdiverted
and siphoned to other countries by corrupt leaders. For instance, Vanguard of
Tuesday 19, May, 2016, allegedly reported that N1.34 trillion was stolen by
some Nigerian’s prominent | eaders between 2006 and 2013. Thisismoney
that could have been used for sustai nable devel opment. The sombre enormity
of corruptionin Nigeriatherefore cannot be over-stressed.

However, various governments had made concerted effortsto curb the
rot. But themeasureshave not yielded the desirable behaviour of thecitizenry.
For instance, the military government of Buhari/ldiagbor used War Against
Indiscipline popularly known as (WAI), Obansanjo civilian government
established economic and financial crimes commission (EFCC) and the
independent corrupt practices which were used by the immediate past
government and are also being used by the current leaders. Olaya (2015)
observesthat athough both ingtitutionshave made mid-s ze achievements, they
have been hindered by lack of palitical will to prosecutetop gun politicians. He
stressesfurther that most anti-corruption ingtitutionsand organs have become
toothlesbull-dogsthat only bark without biting dueto ther involvement in corrupt
practices. Thisimpliesthat most of thelaw enforcement agentsarea so corrupt.
TheNigerian society thereforeappearsto beethicdly adrift. Theneedto senditize
the peopleto changether negative attitude and mindsetsand embrace positive
valuetherefore cannot be overemphasized. How can thisbe achieved? The
focusof thisstudy thereforeison how socia education could beused to curtail
corruption.

Conceptualizing Corruption
Theterm corruptionisetymologicaly extrgpolated fromal ainword“ corruptus’

which meansto break, spoil or destroy. Thisinfersthat corruption hasthe
power to exterminatelives. Thisisperhapsoneof thereasonswhy Tell Magazine
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edition of August 31, 2015 describes corruption asamonster that should be
immured. Thisdescription depictsitsmongtrousnature. [gwe (2010) describing
themongter, analogizesit to Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
which hasthe power of destroyinginbuiltimmune capacity of abody system.
Thisand ogy further ddineatesitsmonstrousnature. VVocabulary.com Dictionary
(2016) defines corruption as dishonest action which has the prowess of
destroying peopl €' strust. Irikanaand Awortu (2013), Olori (2015), Ethical
aliance news (2016) conceptualizes corruption as dishonest or fraudul ent
conduct by people empowered with authority which prevalently involves
pecuniary gains, bribery or gratification. Transparency | nternational (2017)
describes corruption asthe abuse of entrusted power for private gain. Aghulor
(2015) perceivescorruption asany act of dishonesty, illegality or immorality
which manifestsin the usage of power in onespossession to get an advantage
for onesdlf. Wall (2014) citing Friedrich (1989) conceptualizescorruptionasa
type of behaviour which deviatesfrom thenorms. Wall’ sdefinitionisaptin
Nigeriasituation. Thewaysof life of the people have been so distorted that
corruption seemsto benormal. Positive va ues have been rel egated because of
the quest for wealth. Most parentsno longer play their rolesof incul cating the
right typesof vauesand disciplinary role because of their busy schedules. The
Nigerian child therefore seemsto have been dienated from the core values of
thesociety.

Causesof Corruptionin Nigeria

Thefollowing but not limited to these are causes of corruptionin Nigeria

(@) Crave for political power: This is one of the major causes of
corruption in Nigeria. Most political leaders have the tendency of
retaining power. Electionsin Nigeriaarevery expensive; tothisend,
many political leaders steal money meant for development for the
purpose of contesting subsequent eections.

(i) Pauperism: Poverty level in Nigeriaisvery high. The astronomical
incidence of poverty level inthe mist of abundance hasseverally been
linked to autoch-tho-nouscorruptionin Nigeria

(i)  Dedire to acquire material wealth: Those who acquire wealth
especidly through corrupt meansare highly esteemed in Nigeria. No
one cares how you madeit. Consequently, many Nigerianshave no
regard for their integrity whenit comesto materia wealth. Essentidly,

Journal of Sociology, Psychology and Anthropology in Practice,
Volume 8, Number 2, August 2017 81
ISSN: 2141-274X



(iv)

V)
(Vi)

(vii)

most Nigerialeaderswant to have property in all parts of theworld.
Thetendency to siphon money therefore cannot be overemphasi zed.
Ownership of most expensive buildingsand other property in United
Kingdom, United States of Americaand most devel oped world have
severaly beentraced to Nigerianswho |l ooted their employerstreasury.
Ostentatious lifestyle of political office holders: It appears that
Nigerian politiciansearn the highest sdlary intheworld. Most of them
buy expengvecars liveinexpensveenvironment suchasBananaldand,
VictoriaGardenin Lagosand also send their children to abroad and
very expensive private schools. lyamu (2016) notesthat the need to
loot to beableto feed thenew lifestyleshas continued tofuel corruption
inNigeria

Pressurefromfamily and well-wishers. Thetendency to meet family
andfriendsrespongbilitieshasa so beenlinked to corruptionin Nigeria.
Cultureof impunity: Theculpritshavedwaysmaneuvered their ways
through courts and other means and this gives the impression that
corruptionisnormal.

Badleadershipandfollowership: Most leadersin Nigerialack vision.

Consequencesof Corruption

0)
(i)
(i)

)

v)
(Vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(iX)
)

Corruption scaresforeigninvestors

It retards economic growth

It createsroom for destruction of existing infrastructure by aggrieved
youths. For instance, Niger DeltaMilitants/Avengers. Most officesare
also burn down sometimesto cover-up fraud.

It leadsto military intrusion in the political democratic process; for
instance, the 1966 Coup and some other military intrusonshavebeen
linked to corrupt politicians.

Corruption createsroom for insecurity, dishonesty and destruction of
publictrust.

It begets stagnation and destitutenessfor thelessprivilege

It gives opportunity to mediocreto becomeleaders.

It leadsto policies summersault asmost of the policiesare distorted
through padding.

Itleadstoinflation

It heartened negativevalue system.
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Social Education Orientation
To haveagood grasps of the society inwhich weliverequiressocia education.
Sincecorruption, asocid viceisoneof thebehaviourd patternscommon among
individua sespecidly inmodern society; it requiresaplatformof socid orientation
to address. Thisplatformiswhat istermedinthisstudy associd education. Itis
an education that penetrates deep into the behavioural root of apersonwiththe
aim of correcting some anomalies. For the purpose of thisstudy, thistermis
used synonymously with social studies. Passing through social education
orientation exposesanindividud tothecorevauesysemthat nurturesaperson’s
conduct and behaviour in society. Orientation isputting in theright perspective
and perception, thedemandsof asystem. When suchanindividud isacclimatized
with thevauesand principlesof theenvironment or system, he standsabetter
chance of withstanding the ensuing stormsthat might subsequently ariseinthe
environment. It must benoted that it isnot the government or organi zation asan
ingtitution that getscorrupt but the parties congtituting theinstitution. Attempts
therefore, haveto bemadein order to addressthe dynamic nature of members
comprising that ingtitution. Hence, Socia studiesisaconcept which encompasses
other disciplines, especidly the socia sciencesand the humanities. The concept
integratestheideasborrowed from other disciplines. Intheview of lyamu (2016),
socia studiesor social educationisabehavioural science, interdisciplinary,
elective, value-based, and environment—sensitive and dynamics. What could
be deduced fromthisdefinition are:
()] The concept isabout human conduct.
@i It hasrelationship with other disciplines
(i) Theidess, styleand conceptsaredrawn from abroad range of sources.
This also implies that the curriculum is flexible, extensive and it
accommodates new knowledgeand ideas
(iv) It deals with the societal values which enable the learner acquire
knowledgeof decison making onwhy different peoplebehavein certain

ways

) It begets opportunity for thelearner to understand hisenvironments
and

(V1) Itisever-changing with theenvironment. Manisthepivot onwhichthe
concept swirls.

Obebe (2005) conceptualizes social studiesasthe study of man and
hisphysica and socia environments, of the problemsand issuesdisguised by
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theseinteractionsand theway by which man seekssolution and clarificationto
them. Ezegbe (2012) notesthat man’senvironment affects hisbehaviour. He
stresses further that man’s occupation, activities, working periods, socio-
economicrelations, politica behaviour and culturd traitscouldto alarge extent
regulateand determinetheenvironment withinwhich hedwells. Thisinfersthat
man’s problemsare peculiar to hisenvironment, and thereisneed for himto
acquireskillsthat would hel p him solvethese problems.

Consequently, Osakwe and Itejere (2005) describe socia studiesas
problem-solving matter which ded swith how manregulateshisphysica, socid,
politicd, rdigious, economic, psychologicd, culturd, scientific and technologica
environments to his comfort. Kissock (1981) defines social studies as a
programmewhich asociety usestoingtill initssubjectstheknowledge, kills,
attitudes and actionsit considered sacrosanct concerning the rel ationships
human-beingshavewith oneancther, their world and themsdves. Theimplication
of thisdefinitionisthat socia studieshasthe efficacy of equipping thelearner
with coping strategy to survivein hisenvironment. Thesubject assssthelearner
toacquirepolitical skills, social skills, knowledge of the culture, normsand
tradition, values, rulesand regul ations of the people.

Poalitical and Social Orientation of Society

Political and social orientationinvolvespolitical education of thecitizenry of a
particular nation to enablethem acquirethedesired political culture. Ikelegbe
(2005) notesthat political culture determinesacceptablemoral behavioursand
sanctionsinanation political process. Political culturethereforeishinged on
political values such asloyalty, tolerance, ideologies, honesty, awareness,
cooperation, saf-disciplineamong others. Thesevad uesaremanifested inatitude
and behaviour of the people. The process of transmitting the acceptablevalues
tothelearnerstherefore, isreferred to asorientation.

Palitical and Social Orientation through Social Education

Many scholarsincluding Otoja(2005), Osakwe (2009), Salau (2013), lyamu
(2016) conceded that socia educationisaveritableinstrument for curbing
corruption. Thisisclearly evidenced in theteaching and learning processes.
During this process, learners are engaged in activities that are capable of
promoting theachievement of corruption free society. Sociad educationlikethe
rubber industry aidsthelearner to processthe human—mind fromitstabularasa

Journal of Sociology, Psychology and Anthropology in Practice,
Volume 8, Number 2, August 2017 84
ISSN: 2141-274X



(raw mind) stateto awell refined state. The mind appearsto be raw because
thecultureof aparticular group of peopleisnot knowntoachild until helearns
theway of the people. Thus, thechild’sfountain of information emanatesfrom
theenvironmentinwhich heisborn. Throughthetransmisson of socid education,
membersof the society are exposed to positive val ues such ashonesty, hard
work, co-operation, obedience, transparency, orderlinessand sincerity, among
others, which are necessary for character and nation building (Ogheneakoke,
2013). Accordingly, oneof themgor functionsof socid educationissocidization
process. Socia education preparesthe child to beresponsibleand aprogpective
member of the society.

Thesubject isa so capable of producing peoplewho aresocio-civicaly
suitable. Consequently, high caliber of leaderswho havevisionto movethe
country forward could be produced through teaching of the subject for
sustai nable democracy and devel opment. Socia education asan instrument
aso hastheefficacy of imbuing into thelearner knowledge, skills, attitudesand
values, beliefs patterns of behaviour which are essential element of national
integration. In other words, the spirit of national consciousnessisincul cated
into the youths through social education. Esu and Enu (2010) have aso
corroborated that socid studiesisan efficient and powerful tool for redizingthe
fivecardina godsof education. Thesegodsastipulated inthe National Policy
on Education (2014) include:

I A just and egdlitarian society

ii. A united, strong and sdlf-reliant nation

. A great and dynamic economy

V. A land bright and full of opportunitiesfor dl citizens

Achievement of the above educational objective requires a well-
articulated and sound educational system that could |ead to achievement of
society freefrom corruption. Thisisexactly what socia educationisdesigned
to achieve. However, most people have negative attitude towards the subject.
Some Nigerianssee socid studiesasduplication of the socia science, while
someothersperceived it as Jack of al trade and master of none. Consequently,
the subject isto someextent |oosing popul arity among the Nigerian youths.

Shortfallsof Social Education in theNigerian Educational System
@) The methodology used for teaching the subject: Ogheneakoke
(2010) citing NTI (2007) advancesreason why Nigerian youthshave
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not imbibed desirable and acceptabl e val uesthrough the teaching of
socid studiesin our educationd system. Hemaintainsthat the methods
used in teaching the subject areinappropriate. They areinappropriate
because theteaching of socia studiesrequiresactivity approach and
not passive whichisthe upshot of these methods used by most socia
studiesteachers. He stressesthat most social studiesteachersaretill
teaching socid studieswith traditiona methods. Ogheneakoke (2014)
and lyamu (2016) assert that most social studiesteachersin Nigerian
schoolsstill maintain their aptnessto the use of expository teaching
method which isteacher-centre oriented and one of thetraditional way
of teaching the subject. The method emphasizes more of cognitive
domainwhichrequiresmemorization of facts. Thisperhapsisthereason
why NTI (2007) emphasi zesthat the Nigerian youths havein-depth
knowledge of social studiesconcept and factsbut deficientindesirable
values, attitudes and behaviour that characterize socially responsible
citizens. lyamu (2016) notesthat the affectivedomainwhichisthemain
cynosure of the subject isaways discarded by most social studies
teachersin Nigerian schools. Consequently, the subject has not been
abletoredlizeit stipulated objectives.

(i) The use of non-specialist social studies teachers: It has been
observed by theresearcher that most of the teacherswho teach socia
studiesin Nigerian schoolsarenot speciaistinsocia studies. Thereis
agenera belief that everybody canteach social studies. Thisbelief,
according to Ogheneakoke (2014), iserroneous. Thisisbecauseevery
subject hasit peculiaritiesin itsmethodol ogy; the teaching of social
studies requires problem-solving approach which also needs some
technica skillsateacher must possess. Thomasand Olugbenga (2012)
opinethat teacherswith professiona training backgroundinaparticular
subject demonstrate in-depth knowledge in the subject than non-
speciaist. In other words, social studiesteacherswho havetraining
background seem to be more competent. Against thisbackground, the
subject seemsto beincapacitated inachieving it goals.

(i)  Theteacher: The teacher has a crucial role to play in the mora
upbringing of the child. Theteacher is seen asthe surrogate of the
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parents. What the child could not acquire morally from home, he/she
makesit up from the school. Theteacher’sbehaviour thereforeisa
strong determinant of acquisition of right typesof vaues. Theteacher is
amode through whichthechildlearnsmost of theva uesof thesociety.
Sadly, it seems most Nigerian teachersaredeficient in desirableand
acceptablemoral values.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

The study discusses corruption and how it has eroded our corevalues. The

causes and consequences of corruption werex-rayed. Thework pointed out

theroleof socia educationin curbing the corruption menace. The shortfalsof
the subject in actualizing itsgoalswereaswaell discussed. Consequently, itis
recommended that:

I Ethica issuesshould bestrongly emphasized among membersof agiven
SOCiety.

ii. Corruption of any dimension doesmoreharmto the society than good,
therefore, one of the basic core values of considering othersto be
important should equally be emphasi zed among membersof society.

. Ascorruptionisasocia vice, social educationistheright tool thatis
capableof handling successfully the problem of themenacein society.

V. Every indtitution or organi zationin Nigeriashouldincorporatecurtailing
corruption asaconcept in public enlightenment for political and socia
orientation.
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