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ABSTRACT

Cultism has generated a lot of fear, tension, insecurity and closure of
schools. Neither the school authorities, parents, the public nor the
government have developed an acceptable framework on how to
curb the menace of secret cult in Nigeria'stertiary institutions. This
work examines cultism in Nigerian tertiary institutions with the aim
of proffering means of curbing the menace in the system. The study
highlights the causes of cultism in tertiary institutions to include
among others influence of peer group, parental background, and
societal decadence. It reveals the effects of cultism on Nigeria's
tertiary educational system to include expulsion and dependence on
drugs. The study suggests proper moral upbringing of children at
home, enlightenment campaignsin schools and adequate counseling
of students by competent guidance and counseling personnel in
schools among others as effective ways of preventing cultism in
tertiary institutions.
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INTRODUCTION

Cultism can betraced fromtheAdamic agewhen therewasadrift of loyalty by
man from God to the serpent. Thisaction asitiscommontoday isaseriousact
of insubordination. Theserpent becameadirect imagetowhich Adam submitted
hisloydty to. Assourced from https:/Aww.google.com.ng/searchdcr=0& source,
cultisasystem of religiousveneration and devotion directed towardsaparticular
figureor object. Alsohaving Latinorigin cultus, cultisliterary the"care" owed
to deitiesand to temples, shrinesor churches. Cultisembodied inritual and
ceremony. Its presenceis made concretein temples, shrinesand churchesand
cultimages, including imagesand votive offering at votive sites. Theterm cult
identifiesapattern of ritua behaviour in connection with specific objectswithin
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aframework of spiritua andtempora coordination. Ritual wouldinclude (but
not necessarily limited) to prayer, sacrifice, votive offering, competition,
procession and construction of monuments, according to https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cult_%28religious_practice%29. Usually, cultisa
practice of few membersof society. Asaresult of thedrift fromthemain source
of power and authority - God the omnipotent, thereisan e ement of squabble,
hatred, fight, war, faction, creating etc. among the available cult groups.
Accordingto MeriamWebgter onlinedictionary, cultisasmall group that isnot
part of thelarger and more accepted religion and that has belief regarded by
many peopl e asextreme or dangerous (https://www.M erriam-webster.com/
dictionary/cult).

With these ongoing in human mind, the history of cult inthe context of
thiswork istraced to thefirst human creature - Adam who traded theloyalty of
God to the serpent making it an undeniable object of worship, protection, power,
influence (undue) among others are some of the reasons people dabbleinto
cultism. Hence, thehistory of cultismin NigeriaTertiary ingtitutionsdatesback
to pre-colonization when agroup of people with the main aim of seeking
protection fromtheir ancestors conducted ritua s. According to Hamza (2011),
secret cultshave dwaysexisted in many partsof the country. Among the many
secret cult groupsarethe Ogboni secret cult whichiscommonly found among
theYorubas, the Ekpe secret cult found among the Efiks, Ekinecultinthe Delta
region and Owegbe cult among the Edos (Adelola, 1997).

Nigerian educationa ingtitutionswere not associ ated with secret cults
until 1952 when Wole Soyinka, OlumuyiwaAwe, Ral ph Opara, Tunji Tubi,
Daign Imokhuede, Pius Olegbe and Olu Agunloye formed the Seadog
confraternity otherwiseknown as Pirates (Hamza, 2011). Theideasbehindthe
formation of the confraternity, according to Hamza (2011), were both patriotic
and dtruistic asit wasnot imagined asasecret cult. Themain objectivesof the
Seadogswereto fight non-violently but intellectua ly and effectively against the
imposition of foreign conventionsto revivetheageof chivalry; andtofinda
lasting solution to the problemsof tribaismand ditism. Inmost Nigeriantertiary
ingtitutions, therearemorethan 45 secret cultswho are equipped with e aborate
hierarchy, insgniaand distinct notable secret cultson our tertiary ingtitutions
include Vickings, Amazons, Buccaneer, Mafiaand Dragons (Adelola, 1997).
According toAdewale (2005), thefemal e studentsare not | eft out asthey have
their own groups among which aretemple of Eden, Frigrates, Barracudas,
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Daughtersof Jezebel among others. They areeasily identified by theactions
and behaviours. Thewaysof identifyingacultist are: (a) opposing critica thinking,
(b) isolating member and penalizing them for leaving, (¢) emphasizing specid
doctrinesoutside scripture, (d) seeking inappropriateloyalty totheir leaders,
(e) dishonoring thefamily unit, (f) crassng Biblica boundariesof behavior (versus
sexua purity and persond ownership) and (g) separation fromthe church (htts/
A theatl antic.com/nati ondl/archive/2014/06/the-seven-s gnsyoure-in-a-cult/
361400/). The presence of cult groupson campuses hasmadelife unbearable
and unsafe both to staff membersand students. Theactivitiesof cult groupson
campusesinc udeharassng any non-member who hasintheir judgment offended
them, harassing any fema e studentswho refusetheir love advances, harassing
any lecturer who ins stlson merit for passing examination among others(Hamza,
2011).

Akor (1994) assertsthat one of the earliest secret cult violence occurred
at theUniversity of Nigeria, Nsukkain 1985 when anon-cult student incurred
thewrath of another student, who wasacult |eader for snatching thelatter's
girlfriend. In 1991, astudent of the University of Port Harcourt was beheaded
during afeud between cult members, Adewale (2005). The activitiesof secret
cult groupsresulted inthedeath of aPrincipa Assstant Registrar and hiswifein
DeltaState University, Abrakaat the Dallimore areaof Ado-Ekiti inAugust,
2002. Cult membersalsoinvaded University of Ado Ekiti at 12 noon, burnt
down the cadet's office, killed three students and wounded dozens of students
and staff of the University on the 8th of June, 2006. Speaking further, Hamza
(2011) submitsthat on June 2006, alecturer, Seiun Oyedolawas abducted
and killed during aclash between cults at the Olabisi Onabanjo University,
Ago-lwoyein Ogun State. Thelist of incidencesof cult activitiesin our tertiary
institutionsisendless. It should be noted herethat cultismisassociated with
occultism practices.

Thechallengebeforetheadminigtrator of tertiary ingtitutionsin Nigeria
today, thereforeishow to make our campuses safe and freefrom the menace
of cultism. Cultism hasremained aproblemfor tertiary institutionsin Nigeria
andthelarger Nigerian society sSincethefirst decade of theexistence of tertiary
educationin Nigeria. It hasbeen worrisometo have children on campusesand
several measures had been adopted to curb cultism and occultism practices
some of such measureswerethe expulson of the cultist caught and outright ban
of cultismon campuses. The problemisnot thekillingsin our campuses but
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why the measures employed to curb cultism havefailed. Thiswork examines
cultismin Nigeriatertiary institutionswith the major aim of finding ways of
curbingit.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CULT AND OCCULT PRACTICES
Itisimportant at thispoint for astudy of thismagnitudeto gpprai sethedisparity
between cult and occultin varied perspectives. Ascontained in an Onlinesource
(http:/Awww.equip.or g/perpectives'the-occult-what-is-the-difference-beween-
the-word-cult-and-oocult/), theterm"cult” istypically used by thesecular media
to describereligiousor semi-religiousgroupswhose membersarecontrolledin
almost every singlerespect by asingleindividual. Some good examplesare
HareKrishnasor Scientologists.

To orthodox Christian, however, the word "cult" takes on awider
meaning. Not only can groups be considered culticin the sociol ogical sense,
group may bedeemed culticinatheological senseaswell. What thismeans, is
that groupswhich damto beinharmony with Chrigtianity but deny foundeationa
Chrigtian doctrines- such asthe Trinity, or theuniquedeity of JesusChrist - are
cultsin atheological sense. Thus, the Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons and
Chrigtian Scientistsqualify ascultists (http: //mamawv.equi p.org/per pectives'the-
occult-what-is-the-difference-between-the-the-word-cul t-and-occult/).

Now, whiletheword " cult" isdwaysused with referenceto aparticular
group, theword " cult" istypically associated with esoteric and mysticd practices.
It deals with hidden or secretive means to attain persona power, and is
characterized by areliance on the supernatural to achieveitsends. The occult
includes such practices asfortunetelling, witchcraft, or trance-channeling.
Additionally, tarot cards, crystal balls Ouijaboards, and horoscopes number
among the many toolswhich are used by occultists. Clearly, the occult deadls
directly with demonic force (http://Ammww.equi p.org/per pectives/the-occult-
what-is-the-difference-between -the-words-cult-and-occult/).

However, not dl cultsindulgeinthe occult. For example, it would be
unfair tolink the Jehovah'sWitnesses and the United Pentecostal Churchinan
overt sensewith the occult. Now, while aclear distinction should bedrawn
betweentheterms"occult,” we must keep in mind that they are both connected
with teachingswhich opposetheword of God (or mord standard of behaviours)
(http:/Iwww.equi p.org/per pectives/the-occul t-what-is-the-difference-
between-the-words-cult-and-occult/).
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CAUSESOF CULTISM INNIGERIAN TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS

Themenaceof cultisminNigeriastertiary ingtitution has become asource of
concern to both the parents, school authoritiesand the government. The causes
of thismenaceareasfollows:

I nfluenceof peer group: According to I beh (2005), the period of adolescence
ismarked by intensesocid relationshipinany environment hefindshimsaf. At
thestage of adolescence, thereisusudly ashift of emphasison socid rdationship
fromthe parentsto the peer group. ThisOmudu (2014) assertsthat the company
you keep influencesyour life. Thisimpliesthat gradually aperson takesthe
form, character, traits, likes, didikes, habitsand nature of those he associates
with. Thisaccordingto himwill have positive or negativeimpact of your life. If
you are aclose associate of athief no matter how much you hate stealing.
Sooner or later, you will start making excusesfor thethief or evenjointhe
fellow to stedl. Thisisalso samewith cultism. Asadolescent breaksthetotal
reliance and contact with hisor her parents, the same shiftssuch to thenewly
acquired group whichinmost casesisany group on campusheor sheembraces.
In hisstudy, Akinfolarin (2003) reportsthat peer influenceisoneof thereasons
sudentsjoincultism.

Parental background: Thisisaseriousfactor for enlistment into cultism.
L earnerswho come from homeswhere codes of conduct and disciplineare
strictly enforced cannot easily join cult group on campus. However, parental
background, lack of moral instruction at home and the manner inwhich the
childisbrought up, according to Hamza (2011), could beafactor inenrolment
asamember of acult group. Excessive control by parentswith too many rules
could makeindividua tense and anxiouswhilealearner whosefreedomknows
no bound may be aready candidate for cult membership. Mgbekem (2004)
assertsthat some parentslovetheir children to the extent of pampering them.
They are not scolded when they commit offences. Such negative behaviours
continueto grow and consequently they imbibe criminaly oriented behaviour
whichleadsthemtojoining cultsgroups. Insomefamilies, parentsthemselves
aremembersof secret cults. Such parentsare very happy should they know
their children take after them. In most cases, the parentsinitiatetheir children
into their cult group and devel op strong hate for any child who resists such
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attempt. Cult membersmay also comefrom broken homeswhere child abuse
and neglect arevery rampant. A child who comesfrom broken homesisexposed
to parental negligence and frustration. Thussomestudentsjoin cult to get over
frustration they encountered asaresult of family background.

Societal decadence: The eroding societal values and moral decadence
witnessed in our society arecritical issuesthat are affecting us negatively.
Ogunbameru (1997) asserted that the Nigerian society haswillingly provided
anenabling environment for al formsof crimesamong whichisthe problem of
cultisminour tertiary institutions. According to him the Nigerian society has
replaced honour with dishonour asastandard attitude. According to Mgbekem
(2004), youths nowadaysimbed immoral vauesinstead of incul cating moral
and decent values. Thisaccording to himiswhy the youth seeno qualmsin
bel onging to secret cult groups. The propensity of theyouth to join cultism
according to Mgbekem (2004) could be linked to the genera state of
normlessnessexigtingin Nigerian society.

Erosion of education standards: The economic recession in the country
according to Hamza (2011) encourages corruption and erosion of standardsin
theeducationa system. Most sudentsgain admissioninto higher ingitutionwith
dubiouscredentias. According to Akinfolarin (2003), such students because
of their low self-image, find solacein cultismin order to survivethe academic
system. Assuch they join cult groupsto intimidate lecturers and the school
authorities.

Political influence: Thisis also another serious aspect that pushes many
peopleincuding sudentstojoin cultism. Today, itisobviousthat politica bigwigs
usecultistsfor political vendetta, to snatch ballot boxesand eliminaterivals.
Also, thosewho get contract as political compensation are mostly cultists.

Why somestudentsjoin cults

Thereason young peoplejoin Boysscouts, Girlsguide, Red cross, BoysBrigade,
Man-O -war though these are not secret cultscould likely bethe samereason
they join secret cult some unknowingly and some conscioudy. Hanior (2014)
identifiesthefollowing asreasonsstudentsjoin cultism:
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Greed: Studentswho are greedy would want to jump at anything that will
makethemrich.

Security: Somejoin cult groupjust for security purposes. They fed that once
inacult group, they are secured from harassment by lecturersand sometimes
for fear of death they are bound tojoin cult group.

Protection: Some studentsjoin cult groupsin order to protect their interest
andtheinterest of their members. Thisaccount for cult clasheson campuses.

Sense of belonging: Some studentsjoin cult group just because of thekind of
friendsthey make. They do thisjust to feel that sense of belonging to tough
group. Tothem, they are untouchablesin society they belong to becausethey
aremembersof acult group. Thisaccountsfor the negative peer group influence
inour society today.

The negative influence of the social media: Electronic mediais another
reason that makes some studentsto join cult groups. Thiscould bethrough an
invitation on aFacebook over aparticular club membership; thosewho arenot
spiritudly discernedwill fal victimof such cult groupinvitationwithout knowing
it.

Ostentation: Quest for big things, makingitinlifeovernight issomeserious
reasonsthat drive peopletojoin cult groups. The desireto achieve successin
academicisonereasonwhy studentsjoin cult group, academically they assume
that membership of such groupwill makethemexcel intheir sudies. Especidly,
if they get to know that mgjority of their lecturersaremembers. They forget to
know that God isthe author of knowledge.

Parental background: Poor family background and poverty have beenlooked
upon asanother reason many youthsjoined cultism.

It should be noted however that irrespective of what seemsto bethe
reason one givesfor joining cult groups, no such reason isgood enough to
warrant thedecisionto beacultist. Even thereasonslisted above cannot bein
any way agood reasontojoin cultism.
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Effectsof cultismin Nigerian Tertiary I nstitutions

Thesad effectsof cultism can be seenin the attendant negative effectsit hason
thelearning process of thelearner. Theintraand inter-cult clashesnegatively
affect thelearners. Late night meetingsand severd outingsof thegroup struggles
with thetime such students should havefor lecturesand personal studies. This
sometimesleadstoincarceration, rustication or expulsion of both theinnocent
and student members. According to Hanior (2014), another sad effect of cultism
could be death and injury to thevictim. Cults clashescould result to death or
injury of thoseinvolved. Inthe Niger-Deltawhere cult violenceiswidespread,
properties worth billions of Naira have been destroyed in schools and
communitieswherecultigsresde. Thepeacethat wasexperiencedinour tertiary
ingtitutions have been eroded asaresult of cult activities, academic activitiesin
most tertiary institutionswhere cult activities persist have been brought toa
standstill dueto cult violence (Hamza, 2011). According to Hamza, Campus
cultskill, maim and rapefellow studentsand in someinstanceseven lecturers.
L ecturerswho are not membersof any cult group arethreatened and asked to
award unmerited scoresto cultistswho do not attend classes (Omudu, 2014).
Mgbekem (2004) assertsthat in most of our tertiary institutionstoday nights
arenolonger safe because of frequent cult disturbancesand insecurity.

According to Hanior (2014), cult members a so depend on drugsto
enablethem perform their bastardly acts. Drug abuseistheindiscriminate use
of drugsthat are not prescribed by amedical practitioner. It isacase of self-
medi cation becausethereisno proper diagnosisof theillnessbeforedrugis
taken. However, cultistsdepend ontheuse of illicit drugslike Indian hemp,
cocaine, opium and so on the danger of drug use and abuseis such that most
usersbecomemidfitinsociety physcaly and spiritudly. Nowander thebehaviour
exhibited by cultistisaclear evidencethat their brainshasbeen affected (Hanior,
2014).

Preventing cultismin tertiary institutionsin Nigeria

Cultism hasgenerated alot of fear, tension, insecurity and closure of schools
neither the school authorities, parents, the public nor the government have
deve oped an acceptableframework on how to ameliorate the menace of secret
cult which has continued to createinsecurity of lifeand property on campuses
(Kosemani, 1997).
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Oneof themajor steps school authorities have used asameasure of curbing
cultismon our campusesistheexpulsion of secret cult members. Thismeasure
have not proved to have been aviable solution to the problem, particularly as
theexpdled cultist easily gain admissoninto other tertiary ingtitution to continue
amoreorganized secret cult activities. Mogt patheticisthisagewhereeducation
isseenasmore of cool cash businessthan averitable meansof human capitd
development. Theemergence of private school s becomesadumping ground
for rusticated cultistswho find refugein the hands of these privatetertiary
institutions. This has been possible because we do not have an organized
admission system. Again datacollection and recording has not been perfected.
We do not have social security numbers. Expelled studentsin onetertiary
ingtitution can easily gain admissioninto another. Another isthat thosewho are
not abletore-enrall in other institution of higher learning have oftentaken to
armed robbery thus becoming abigger problem to the society, while ontheir
part, thevarious secret cultsdo enlist new membersto replace expelled ones.

Theissue of banning secret cult on campuses has not hel ped either.
Thishasnot proved to beasolution sncesecret cultsarestill in existenceinour
campuses. Thismeasure hasfailed because secret cult organizationscarry out
their activitieson campusesin secret. They operateat night sometimes, they do
not make publicthelr time, date, and place of meetings. To curb such organization
by use of force has proved difficult over theyears, sSinceit hasnot been easy to
know whomto arrest.

Hanior (2014) identifiesthefollowing aspreventive measuresthat must
betakento curtail cultismthat; there should be enactment of anti-cultlaws. This
should be put in place to serve as deterrent to would-be members. Again,
thosefound guilty of cult activitieswould be punished under thelaw.

There should be proper mora upbringing of children. The saying that
bad moral s corrupt good moralsisvery truein our society. Parents should
ensurethat their children are properly disciplined inthefear of God. Thiswill
makethem honest and good citizens.

The schools should ensure that adequate counseling of students by
competent guidance counselorsis put in place. With proper observation by
teachersof student under their care, they will beinaproper position to know
those studentsthat exhibit deviant charactersthat need counsdling.

There should be enlightenment campaigns by government, non-
governmental organizationsand the mass mediaon dangersof cultism. The
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socia mediashould bewiddly utilized inthisregard. Thetertiary ingtitutions
should reactivate debates, drama, sportsin schoolsto occupy themindsof the
sudents. Thesaying that anidlemindisthedevilsworkshopistruewhen sudents
are not engaged in other extra- curricular activities. The government and
authorities of our higher institutions should ensure that those students that
renouncecultismarerehabilitated and protected. Religious, and mord ingruction
should bemade compul sory aspart of generd studiesprogrammesinour tertiary
inditutions

Students' enrollment in schools should match availablefacilitiesby
reducing physical discomfort of student. School authorities should not create
enabling environment for secret cult to thrive. Schools should provide
comfortable accommodation for students, there should be well organized
orientation programs for new students so that cult members will not take
advantage of theignorance of new studentsto makethemjoin cultism.

CONCLUSION

Thisstudy exposesthefact that cultismisactually taking root inthe Nigerian
academic system. Themagjor aim of the study wasto find waysof curbingthis
menace. The study has shown that the Nigerian tertiary institutionswere not
associated with secret cult until 1952. The negativeimpact of cultisminNigeria
tertiary indtitution could beseeninexpulson of victimsfromingitutionof learning
and even death asaresult of cult clashes. Thiswork discussesthe causes of
cultism to include influence of peer group, parental background, societal
decadence and erosion of educationa standards. Greed, security and protection
of interest of their membersare some of the reasons studentsjoin cults. The
effectsof secret cultinour tertiary ingtitutionsinclude dependence on drugs,
death or injury of the victim among other sad effects. Based on the above
assartions, itisevident that though belated, it isquite necessary to bring back in
strong forcemora educationinal stagesof the Nigerian education system. No
level or educationa stage should be seen being higher than being taught moral
education. Religious|eaders should preach cons stently the sermon of mordity
intheir various churchesor mosgues, especialy thosewith reasonableleve of
good moral standard and teachings. According to Kosemani (1997), parents
should beready to accept disciplineand cooperate with the school authorities
tofight cultismin theeducation system. Children should bealowedtointeract
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withtheir mateswhile parentskeep close watch on the type of interactions,
encourage good onesand discouragethe bad ones. Parents should beinterested
inteaching their children good conduct that could lead to successin lifeand
discourage cheating to succeed. According to Abraham Lincoln, itismore
honourabletofail thanto cheat and pass. Parents should work hard to provide
thebasic needsof their children. When children are comfortablethey are most
likely not going to be aggressive and will be less dependent on friendsthat
could lead themtojoin secret cults.
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