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ABSTRACT

Delinquent behaviour often creates problems and disrupts peace of the school
environment. This study investigates the teacher’s view on delinquency as
determinants for the insecurity of the school environment. The study focuses on
the extent of delinquency, factors responsible for delinquency among students
that are responsible for the security challenges of the school environment. It also
investigates the significant gender differences and differences between the urban
and rural Federal Unity Schools in Katsina State. The population of the study
consists of 192 senior staff. A sample of 127 staff is used. The results of the study
reveal that bullying, stealing, fighting, destroying school property, and breaking
school rules and regulations were the most prevalent delinquent acts among
students. Broken home, peer group influence, lack of proper guidance service,
mass media, poor religious upbringing, boarding schools system and mixed sex
ingtitutions as the common course of delinquent behaviours that are causing
insecurity of the school environment. Based on the findings, constant orientation
services for students on the dangers of delinquent attitudes, provision of proper
psychological guidance, moral and religious counselling should be given wide
scope for behavioural change is recommended among others.
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INTRODUCTION
Behaviour problemsamong secondary school students have beenin existencefor avery
long period of time causing insecurity of the school environment. Studentsusualy engage
indelinquent behaviours such asbullying, sexua abuse, substance abuse, unrest, fighting,
stealing, destroying school property, bresking school rulesand regulationsamong others.
Papaiaand Olds (1979) in Usalem (2012) state that they fight, they lie, they steal, they
destroy property, and they break ruleslaid down by parents, school and other authority.
Some of the problems can persistsand become more serious. Studentswho are delinquent
often create problemsfor themselves, for their parents, teachers, other studentsand the
entire security of the school environment. Ito and Brotheridge (2007) view that insecurity
isrecognized asachronic condition affecting thegenerd environment. It isnot uncommon
tofind thereportsof delinquency in the school environment such asviolence, disrespect
for authority and school procedures, fighting, gang-like behaviours, bringing weaponsor
drugsto school (Ahiatrogha, Deku and Dramanu, 2009). Clearly, theddlinquent behaviours
among studentsthat result ininsecurity challengesof the school environment areabig
worry to the parents, teachers, school administratorsand the society in general. Gordon
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(1989) opinesthat discipline hassharply divided parents, teachers, school adminisirators,
and other caretakersof our children. The concept of delinquency according to Gwueck
(1959) in Haruna(2010) isan act forbidden by thelaw, committed by childrenwithinthe
agerange of ten to eighteen years. Hornby (1984) defines delinquency as* neglect of
duty” or “wrong doings’. Deighton (1971) definesjuveniledelinquency asany serious
deviation by ayouthfrom society’ snorms, which resultsin hiscontact with thelaw enforcer.
Harkary (1999) also notesthat thetermisapplied to theviolation of thelaw by those
legally considered under the age of maturity. Delinquency therefore can bereferredto as
an exhibition of behaviour that isagainst societal expectation. It isan escapefrom society’s
norms, ethics, customsand breaking of conventional rulesof the society. A delinquent
juvenileissmply achild who behavesobjectionably. To Psychiatrist, for example, itisa
combination of factors, mental, physical and spiritua that arerespons blefor delinquency.
Thepsychologistsontheother hand, seeit asaresult of inner conflict. That is, theproblem
of juveniledelinquency isboth abiological and physica one(Haruna, 2010). Inasense,
mi sbehaviour by students resultsfrom an organic malfunctioning of the body. Fakunle
(2011) opinesthat poverty leve, political instability and destabilization of many homesare
respons blefor security challenge.

Many researchers havetried to fine out the problems of delinguency among
students. Magsud (1998) cited in Haruna (2010) in hisresearch to find out the extent of
moral behaviour among Nigerian adolescentsfind out that residential secondary school
system contributed a lot to low moral behaviour of Nigerian adolescents because
opportunitiesof interacting with their parents and other family arelacking. Wee (2004)
opinesthat, girlstoday arelesswell behaved than they useto be. They engageintruancy,
getintofights, takeothers lunch money, vandaize school property, smokeintoilet, scraich
theprincipal’s car and manhandleteachers. Paulo (2004) cited in Ahiatrogah, Deku and
Dramanu (2009) viewsthat whenit comesto students’ indiscipline, girlscanbe, and areat
times, naughtiest than boys.

Haruna (2010) reved sthat theddinquency act in secondary schoolsishighamong
themale studentsthan femal e students, senior studentsthan thejunior students, boarding
studentsthan day students and urban school than rural school students. Accordingto
Ahiatrogah, Deku and Dramanu (2009), thereisno significant differenceinthe perception
of indiscipline of studentsin single sex and mixed sex institutions. The perception of
indisciplineof studentswashigher among studentsof mixed sex indtitutionsthan singlesex
schools. Nnachi (2009) revedl sthat rural studentsexhibit more examination mal practice
behavioursthan urban studentswhilethel ocation influence the examination behaviour of
the males more than the femal es. Based on the foregoing, this study isundertaken to
assess delinquency asdeterminant of the school environment in Katsina State, Nigeria.
Thefollowing hypotheseswereformulated in null form to guidethe study.

H,l:  Thereisnosignificant differencein delinquent actsthat are causing insecurity of
the school environment between maleand femal e students.

H2  Thereisnosignificant differencein delinquent actsthat are causing insecurity of
the school environment between urban and rural students.
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METHOD

The study adopted asurvey design geared towardsthe opinions of teacherson student’s
delinquent actsasthe determinant for insecurity of the school environment. The population
of thestudy consistsof al senior staff from two Federal Unity Collegesin KatsnaState. A
sample of one hundred and twenty seven was drawn from the popul ation by random
means. Questionnaire entitled: Delinquent Behaviour Disposition Questionnairewas used
to collect datafor the study. Thequestionnaire cons sted three sections. Section A consists
of biodata, section B consistsof eleven itemson the frequent occurrence of delinquent
acts, whilesection C consstsof 13itemsonthecausesof delinquent behavioursin Federa
Unity Colleges. Thedatacollected were statistically analysed using descriptive statistics
and t-test of independent samples.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1 reveal sthat the most common delinquent behaviours causing insecurity inthe
school environment werebullying, stedling, fighting, destroying school property and bresking
school rulesand regul ations asthey showed 57%, 52%, 52%, 63% and 49% respectively.
Table2 reved sthat broken homes, peer group influence, lack of proper guidance services,
massmedia, poor religiousupbringing, imprisoning studentsin the school compound and
mixed sex ingtitutions are the most common causes of delinquent behavioursexecuted by
studentsthat lead to insecurity of the school environment asthey showed 75%, 100%,
55%, 57%, 50%, 53% and 60% respectively.

Result of theindependent t-test stati stics showsthat thereissignificant difference
between male and femal e studentsin their mean delinquent behaviour that are causing
insecurity of the school environment; reason being that the cal culated t-value 5.389 s
greater thant-critical value 1.658. The cal cul ated mean delinquent behaviour also revesl
that mal e students have higher mean of 32.43 against femal e students 24.92. Therefore,
thenull hypothesiswhichindicatesthat thereisno significant differencein delinquent acts
that are causinginsecurity of theschool environment between maleand femalestudentsis
hereby rejected. At 0.05 level of significance, thet-calculated valueis 3.061 and thet-
critical valueis 1.658. Sincet-calculated valueisgreater than t-critical value, the null
hypothesiswhichindicatesthat thereisno sgnificant differencein delinquent actsthat are
causing insecurity of the school environment between urban and rural school studentsis
hereby regjected. Thefindingsof thisstudy have shownthat, bullying, stealing, fighting,
destroying school property and breaking school rulesand regulationsby studentsarethe
maost common delinquent behavioursthat are causinginsecurity of theschool environment.
Haruna(2010) findsthat bullying, stedling and examination mal practicewerethe prevaent
delingquent actsamong secondary school students. Finkelhor (2003) in Haruna (2010)
asoindicatesthat onlinebullying isasignificant issuefor anumber of adolescents. The
findingsof thisstudy alsoreveal that broken homes, peer group influence, lack of proper
guidance services, massmedia, poor religiousupbringing, boarding and coeducation are
the possible causes of delinquent behavioursamong studentsthat are causing insecurity of
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the school environment. Thisagreeswith findingsof Haruna (2010) who discoversthat
emotional disturbanceresulting from broken homes, peer influence, massmedia, poor
religiousupbringing and lack of proper guidanceand counselling serviceswerethecommon
causesof delinquency among students. Similarly, thefindingsof the study a so showsthat
thereisasignificant differencein delinquent actsthat are causing insecurity of the school
environment between mal eand femal e studentsaswell asbetween urban and rural school
students. According to thefindings, there are more exhibitions of delinquent behaviours
that are causing insecurity among the male and urban studentsthanthefemaleand rura
students. Thismay be dueto thefact that students of the urban school are situated inthe
town area, closer to themain road and motor park and habitually the tout are hawking
closer tothe school dwaysvisibleto the studentsamong others. It could a so be assumed
that thefemal e studentsare not influenced by their location in respect of delinquency.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Delinquent behaviour isasocial problem that cannot be overlooked duetoitsnegative
effect on both the studentsthemselves and the entire security of the school environment as
well associety ingeneral . Delinquent students can create problemsand disrupt peace of
theschool environment and beyond. Thefindingsof thestudy indicatethat bullying, seding,
fighting, destroying school property and bresking school rulesand regulationsarethe most
common delinquent behavioursthat are causing insecurity of the school environment. The
findingsasoindicatethat broken homes, peer influence, lack of proper guidance services,
massmedia, poor religiousupbringing, boarding school and mixed sex ingtitutionsarethe
possible causes of delinquent behaviour leading to insecurity of the school environment.
Similarly, thefindingsa so found that the delinquent behavioursishigher anong maleand
urban school studentsthan thefemaleand rural school students. Based on thefindings of
thisstudy, thefollowing recommendationsare made.

[ Parents should monitor thetypes of children their wardsmove around with. To

avoid them from becoming membersof bad companies.

i There should be constant orientation services for students on the dangers of
ddlinquency attitudesto incul cate positive behavioura changeinthem.

i There should beaprovision of mora and religious counselling servicesto every
secondary school inthe study areaand beyond. Thiscould help to reviveethical
andreligiousvirtuesand createimpact onthelifeand good behaviour of students.

Y Proper psychol ogical and guidance counselling should be given wide scopein
schoals. Thiscould help to bring the delinquent studentsto their real senses.

% All handsmust be on deck (parents, and other stakehol ders) to support schoolsin
war against insecurity of the school environment.

Journal of Sociology, Psychology and Anthropology in Practice, Vol. 7, No.3, Dec. 2015 16
ISSN: 2141 - 274X



Tablel: Typesof ddinquent behavioursamong studentsthat causeinsecurity intheschools

S/N  Variables Frequently Sometime Rarey Never
1 Substance abuse 3 2z 27 43
2. Bullying 57 23 10 10
3. Stealing 2 2 6 13
4. Cultism 0 0 0 100
5. Sexual misconduct 6 2 8 A
6. Unrest 2 6 2
7. Lying 17 49 17 17
8. Fighting 2 13 2 6
9. Destroying school Property 63 16 16 5
10. Breaking school rules and regulations 49 17 17 17
11 Truancy 74 48 12 8

Source: Survey, 2015
Table2: Thepossblefactorsof delinquent behavioursof sudentsinthe school environment

SN Variables A D UN

1 Broken home 75 20 5

2 Peer group influence 100 0 0

3 Lack of recreational facilities 36 53 11
4. Lack of cordial relationship between teachers and students 30 60 10
5. Lack of proper communication between administrators and students 35 55 10
6 Lack of proper guidance services 55 30 15
7 Mass Media 57 24 19
8. Community interference with students 44 30 26
9. Poor religious upbringing 50 30 20
10. Poor finance of parents/guidance 36 54 10
11. Imprisoning studentsin the school compound 53 30 17
12. Lack of academic progress 27 48 25
13. Mixed sex institution 60 30 0

Key: A = Agree; D = Disagree UN = Undecided
Source: Survey, 2015

Table3: Gender differencein delinquent behaviour among students

Variables N M ean SD Df t-calculated t-critical P
Value value

Female 0 2492 66718 15 5.389 1658 005

Male 77 3243 899

Source: Survey, 2015

Table4: Delinquent behaviour among urban and rural students

Variables N Mean SD Df t-calculated value t-crit P
Urban 70 3149 8774 125 3.061 1.658 0.05
Rurd 57 2700 7467

Source: Survey, 2015
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