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ABSTRACT

Thiswork isareview of therole of women in politics and governance in Nigeria.
It is viewed from many perspectives, the participatory orientation of women in
politics and governance in Nigeria has been very low. Despite the phenomena
not being a prerogative of any particular gender. With the world becoming a
global village achieved through science and technology, the consciousness and
awareness of women towards politics and governance been raised. In this study
therefore, we shall use the dominance theory as the framework of our analysis.
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INTRODUCTION

Politics involves struggles by groups to achieve power, and to use the power in the
authoritative distribution of resources of the state (Easton, 1965). In every democratic
society politicsand governanceissupposed to betheright of al (Ogunna, 1996). Reasoning
along thisperspective, that in democracies, theright to vote and be voted isfor every
citizen (Nnoli, 1999). However, in Nigeria, women have beenisolatedin politicsand
governance. Although, most recently women haveincreased their consciousness, not only
inpolitics, but in other areas of vocations, yet, they have not been adequatedly fixed intothe
executive posts (Adeyemo, 2004). Sinceindependence, Nigeriahasnot gotten afemale
presdent. There havenot been opportunitiesfor theminthe Governorship positions. Nigeria
still perceiveswomen asnot fit to occupy executive positions (Adenuga, 2000).

Adimorah (2002) observesthat certainissuesof restraining theaverage Nigerian
women, for instance, economic depression politica ingtability, moral decadence, religious
intolerance, sociad and cultura disorientation, spiritua emptiness, educationd inadequacies
and bankruptcy invalues. Yet Amazonslike Margaret Ekpo, Fumilayo Ransome K uto
still existed (Adimorah, 2002). Inthefirst, second and third, up till Jonathan era, women
have been dienated. But somewomen have been exceptiond, however, in somany aress.
Thisstudy, therefore, setsout toinvestigate therole of women in politicsand governance
inNigeria, with particular referenceto the Jonathan adminigtration. Indoing this, effort will
be madeto takethe performances of woman from the pre-colonid timetill date; focuson
Goodluck Jonathan’sadmini stration will be made on themost significant contributions of
womenin politicsand governance.
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When situated within the context of women participation in governance and politics, a
theory providesthe guideline upon which thetopicisunderstood. Several theorieshave
been used to explain therole of women in their participationin politics. Thispaper will
thereforefocuson thedominancetheory of Ernestine. Thistheory explainsthe subordinate
status of women, which affectstheir political life. Ernestine (2003) providesageneral
explanation for the dominance of women by menin palitics. According to the dominance
theory, some actsare exclusive for men that make them dominant. Ernestine seesmen
dominanceasasdtuationinwhich men, havehighly preferential access, dthoughnot dways
exclugverightsto those activitieswhich society accordsthegrestest vdueand theexercise
permits a measure or control over others. The dominance theory argues that the
subordination of women to men is because men control the exchange of valued food
beyond thefamily group. Thiswiedsprestigeand power for men over womenwhichlead
totheir gpathy in palitics.

Alsothegeneticaly basesof men makesthem more aggressive and dominant over
women. Thisaggressvenessisa soimported by meninto palitica vocations. Thedominance
theory arguesthat women are closer to nature than men and therefore areinferior tomen
thiscould be becausetheir bodiesand psychological functionsare more concerned with
thenatural process. Thenatural processesfor which thefemalebody isnaturaly equipped
affectsthe physical activities. Thus, politicsis seen asmoreremoved from nature, as
superior to domestic task and therefore asthe province of men. Inpolitics menarebeieved
to haveawiderange of contractsand lesspersond and particular in relationship, thusmen
aresaid to bemore objective and lessemotional (Adeyemo, 2004).

Thedominancetheory a so discussesthat women’ssecond classpositioninginthe
society isasaresult of maleideology. Thisideology definesawoman’sposition, how she
should act, think and feel . Women have certain ascribed attributes, such asirresponsible,
inconsi stent, emotionally unstable and work compared to men. Their positionisseenas
reflection of these attributes (Adeney, 2001).

Evolution of Women ActiveParticipation in Politicsand Gover nancein Nigeria

Essentidly theaim of thispaper isto evaluatetheroleof womenin politicsand governance
inNigeria, with emphasison the Jonathan Administration. According to Kant (2001), men
have alwayscalled onwomen asassistantsin order to further their ambitions. Women are
the companion of menat work. Thus, Men arethe organizersof life, whilewomen aretheir
organ for carrying out plans (Kant, 2001). Ezekiel seems to support Kant when he
adumbratesthosewomen biological roleisto bear children. Their romantic ruleishaving
their husband andtheir vocationd roleisto besecond, andif possiblebein control (Ezekid,
2006). Omotoyin (2002) observesthat in the past, women in some countrieswere not
allowed to participatein politics, but things have taken another shape aswe have seen
women thesedaysbeing by involved actively in politicsand governance. Ogwumike (2006)
stated that in many traditional 1gbo Societiesaswell, the power of womenisreflectedin
thedual political participation equivaent or parallel to those of men existed, for women
whereby women’ svoiceswere heard and their participation guaranteed from thefamiliar
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householdsto the criminalsin thelarger ssociety. He continuesthat in these societies;
political power isdiffused and leadership wasfluid and informa community deciliumwere
make and disputes settled in variety of gathering, villagesA ssemblieswomen’smeeting
age grades secret and title societies. According to Omotala (2003), stated that womenin
politics and governances have agreater sense of purpose and are by far less corrupt
(tentative) thisgoesalong way to support theimpressionin society that women areboth
pacifiers. However, in recent times, women have shown moreinterest in politicsand
governance. They have created so much awareness and have proved that they are not
mere spectatorsin palitics. In addition to Fumilayo K uti, among the more prominent and
influential of theleadersare or have been, Mabel Dere, Ovezaand Margaret Ekpo, Who
haveincreasingly playedrolesin political affairsand governance sometimeontheir own.
Okebuqwu account that in thelate 1920’s I gbo and I bibio WWomen reacted when it was
rumored that the government proposed to tax them. Following the sending around of palm
leaves- asasign of distress, thewomen gathered together fromal over Abaand Umuahia
provinceto demonstrate against imposition of taxation.

Women and Palitical Rolein theFirst Republic

Duringthefirst republic, evidence of Nigerianwomen participation in politics, wasbetween
1960 and 1964, when Esen wasthe only women member of thefederal parliament. Later
in 1964 ayear after the creation of mid-western region, asecond woman, Beranice Terry
wasamember of the senate by thegovernment of the new mid- western region. Thesefew
women then, campaigned vigoroudy on behaf of Nigerian\Women. They also succeeded
in getting better living conditionsfor women. Margret Ekpo and M okelu won seatsinthe
then eastern house; thejoined them in 1963 after winning the bye - election in Cal abar
West. Prior tothisperiod, previoudly in 1959, after thefederal elections, Dr. Azikwehad
appointed Ekpo and Mokelu as specia membersof the House of Assembly (Adekogbe,
2000). Women were both appointed and elected to the local councils either as party
candidatesor asindependents. A.M. Nwogu, oneof thefirst National Council of Nigeria
Citizensmembersin Port Harcourt was e ected to the Port - Harcourt Municipal Council
(Adimora, 2002).

Women Rolein Politicsand Gover nancein the Second Republic

According to Adeyeye (2000), the military regime handed over to the democratic
administration at itsthirteenth year; with Shagari and Ekwueme of the Nationa Party of
Nigeria(NPN) being elected as the president and Vice President respectively. Inthe
constitutional drafting committeefor the second Republic, no women were appointed.
Again at the constituent Assembly, only one el ected and four nominated women served,
out of thetotal membership of two hundred and thirty. The only elected membersand
nominated oneswere Mrs. Toyin Olakuri Mrs. Faustin AkambaBrinder, Mrs, Zurarna
Jarrnaand Mrs. Abigail (Omotayin, 2002). Then, HgjiyaGambo Sawabawasthe deputy
chairperson of the Greet Nigerian peopl€ sparty, LaiaDogonyaro, thetreasurer of Nationd
party of Nigeriaand Mrs. T. Ndulue (NPP) Vice Chairperson for AnambraState. It isfor
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thisthat Okeke (2006) observesthat women were solely to servetheinterest of themen
which they work with. M ost of the nominated women did not win because the parties
reserved for them aseat where there were no men to occupy such positionin other not to
leaveit vacant. Only four women were membersin the Shagari men dominated cabinet.
AmongthemisMrs. Janet Akinrinade, who left hafway through the breaking down of the
NPN-NPP codlition. Of theremaining three, only one Mrs. Ebun Oyagbolaof National
planning wasaMinister of full rank (Okangba, 2006). The other two, Mrs. Elizabeth
Ivaseof Education Ministry and Mrs. K. Asinobi werejunior Ministers.

Women’sRolein Politicsand Gover nancein theThird Republic

Asat theyear 1992 women congtituted atota of 52.6% and they participated and competed
effectively with their male counterparts. WWomen a so engaged in business and education
morethan before (Okangba, 2006). During the gubernatorial e ection, therewerewomen
candidatesin some States. In L agos, two women contested for elections, but failed at the
primaries (Ufomki, 2007). Mrs. Elizabeth Oluremi Adiuku, aYorubabusinesswoman
from Ogun state campaigned under the platform of (NRC) and Chief Mrs. Tokunbo
Awolowo-Dosunmu, for the governorship primariesin their state (Victor, 2006). Inthe
samevein, Chief Zainah Dukefrom Riversstate wasastrong contender for the seat under
the (SDP), Lillian Okon a so contested for the Governorship in Cross River State, a
former Deputy ChairmanAkamkpaL oca Government Areain 1989. Factudly, of dl the
women that contested in the gubernatorial election, none won the primaries but they
succeeded in creating awareness.

TheRoleof Women in Politicsand Gover nancein the Jonathan Administration
Sincetheinception of the Jonathan presidency in 2010, it isevidenced that women have
played quitesgnificant roles. Someof theseroleshaveitsnegativeand positivedimensons,
and hasinvariably inflected to an extent the opinion of some section of the Nigerian
electorates about therolesof womenin politicsand governancein Nigeria. It hasbeen
established that most of theglaring cases of -abuse of power including reckless spending
of tax payers money have been carried out by thewomen in Jonathan’s cabinet. Edozie
(2006) observesthat thesewomen have proven to be more powerful than the number one
citizensof Nigeriabecause despite public outcry about some of their decisionsthey were
not touched. Thosewho fall in thisseemingly untouchabl e category according to Edozie
arethefirst lady, Mrs. Patience Jonathan, the coordinating minister for the Economy and
Minister of Finance, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo - Iweala, The minister of Petroleum resources,
Mrs. Diezani Alision—Madueke, the Director-General of the Securitiesand Exchange
Commission (SEC) Ms. Arumah Oteh and the Minister of Aviation, Mrs. StellaOdua.
Obike (2000) opinesthat these powerful women have somethingsin common. They are
al fromthe south-East and South —south geopolitical zones. Four of them had their higher
educationinthe United Statesand two of them are daughtersof traditiona rulers. Needless
tosay they occupy some of the most strategic and “lucrative positionsin the Federal
Government (Edozie, 2006).
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Patience Jonathan

InNigeria spolitical history, Patience Jonathan isbelieved to bethe most powerful first
Lady intermsof theamount of influence she hasover her husband and hiscabinet. Ifgi
(2003) observesthat Mrs. Jonathan first gave aglimpse into the enormous power she
wieldsin 2011 when shetraversed the country, campaigning for her husbandin away that
inked many Nigerians. According to him, severa callsby individualsand groupstothe
president torestrain hiswifeyielded noresult. Also, in Junethisyear, an apparent violation
of thedectora act Mrs. Jonathan reportedly started companying for her husbandinaway
that any eremany Nigerians. InAso Rock, where sheresideswith her husband thefear of
Mrs. Jonathan isthe beginning of wisdom as she leaves no onein doubt that sheisin
charge. Thereisalwaysaroutine of favour seekerswaiting to seeher daily (Okike, 2000).

Ngozi Okonji-lweala

Right from when the negotiation to bring her right from the World Bank started, it was
obvious that Dr. Okonjo-lweala was bound to wield so much power in Jonathan’s
government. Okike (2003) report that with her position asthe coordinating minister,
Okonjo-lweala, whoiscurrently 83rd on Forbes Global list of most powerful women,
callstheshort asfar asNigeria’'seconomy isconcerned.

Diazani Alison-M adueke

Virtualy al sectionsof theNigerian society havecalled for theresignation of the petroleum
Minister, Diezani Alison-Madueke, dl tono avail. Most of thosewho sought her removal
had cited several alegationsof corrupt practicesunder her watch asreasonsfor their
demand. After therevelation of massivefraudinthefue subsidy administrationtothetune
of N1.7Trn. Many had thought that headswould roll including that of Alison-Madueke
who supervised therot (Adeyeye, 2000).

SellaOdua

Not many are aware of the tremendous power of the aviation Minister, StellaOduain
Jonathan’sgovernment. For her rolein Jonathan’s 2011 campaign, shewasreportedly
rewarded with aministerial appointment to theaviation ministry eventhough shehad no
priortrainingin thefield of aviationmany believe that the presidency feelsindebted to
her role asthe Director of Finance and Administration of Jonathan/Sambo campaign
organization and in the establishment of Neighbor- to - neighbor outfit, which reportedly
spent billionsof Nariaon advertsand mediapropagandain favour of Jonathan (Uwanna,
2012).

ArunmaOteh

Through her battlesthe Director- General of the Securitiesand Exchange Commission,
(SEC) Arunmah Oteh has sufficiently earned thename'iron Lady” even beyond her officid
sphereof influence. When she clashed with the House of Representatives committee on
the capital market, it was the chairman of the committee, Mr. Herman that gets hurt.
Olayinka(2013) reportsthat the committee had accused Oteh of fraud and misappropriation
of funds. Shefightsback, accusing Hembe of demanding bribefrom SEC.
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CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

This study espoused the role of women in politics and governance with emphasison
Jonathan’s administration. The paper, tried to showcase how Nigerian women suffered
political dienation especialy intheearly timesbeforethe present era. Gender inequality,
economic advantage, certain cultural belief and illiteracy militated against women
participation. It evident that Nigerian men have aways used women asassistant, it was
observed that they have never been major playersespecially intheearly period. They
have bee- constantly denied executive positionsin spite of their advantage over menin
numerica strength, Women liveunder thisfatethroughout the pre-colonia days, colonia
days, first, second and third republic.

Theroleof womenin Jonathan Adminigtration wasled onthevery powerful women
within the administration, thisdoesnot mean that other women never participated, herethe
variouslevel of impunity, corruption, arrogant and political influence exhibited by these
women was stressed, and these women were seen to be so powerful. Partly pointing to
thefact that Nigerians have carried influence was such that the Jonathan administration
granted them the 35% affirmative action for women to beactivein politicsand governance.
Therefore, asaway of straitening women’srolein politicsthe paper recommendsthat,
there should be encouragement for womenin education. Thiswill facilitatetheir political
socidization and participation. Thecultureof gender equaity hasto berigoroudy pursued
to forestall women feeling of inferiority complex. Women have to be economically
empowered through loansand establishment of cooperativessociety. WWomen organizations
should be encouraged and such organizationsshould reflect holistic participation of al
classesof women with completeliquidation of al form of aienation. A careful gpplication
of theserecommendationswill go along way to facilitatewomen active participationin
politicsand governance.
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