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ABSTRACT

It examines the place of perception of the students about agriculture in the
making of their career choicesin agricultural field. The study was guided by four
research questions. The instrument used for data collection was the
guestionnaire. The population for the study consists of four secondary schoolsin
Arochukwu local government area with a total population of 500 students while
the sample consists of 120 respondents. The data obtained were subjected to
statistical analysis using measurement of central tendencies (simple means and
frequency distribution) tables. The findings showed that students in secondary
schools have very poor perception of population of agriculture and thishasto a
great extent affected their interest, aptitude and attitude in the subject. It is
recommended among others that guidance counseling services particularly in
the area of career choice in agriculture should be posted in all the secondary
schools to assist the students and expose them to the numerous occupations in
agriculture as this will give the real picture of agriculture.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the broad objectives of Nigerian Education adopted by the 1967 National
Curriculum Conferencewasthe* incul cation of theright type of valuesand attitudesfor the
survival if individualsand the society at large. The conference recognized the fact that
vocational studies, in which agricultural scienceisabranch, play amajor rolein the
achievement of the above stated objective. Vocation, according to Mayain Nwamuo
(2003) isone'schief gainful pursuit or occupation by which anindividual’ssocial and
economic conditionsare determined. Onthe other hand, Agricultural Science asnoted by
Ogieva(2003) isadeliberate attempt by manto cultivate crops, rear animals, caring for
them, for the benefit hewill get from doing so. Iheji, Ifeanyi and Olaitan (2010) notethat
agricultural educationisaskill oriented training. According to them, the philosophy of
Agricultural Education Programmes of Collegesof Education istied with the national
philosophy of agriculturefor salf reliance based on the provision of teachersendowed with
introduction of abalanced approach between principlesand practicesof agriculturefor
academic and endeavor. To this effect, Ogbonnaya (2006) notes that the teaching of
agricultural sciencein both secondary schoolsandtertiary ingtitutionsaimed at producing
citizenswith skills, competenciesand reasoned judgment to effectively live and contribute
positively and meaningfully to the economic development of Nigeria.
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Nwankwo (2009). However, agricultural scienceisbeing taught inthevariouslevelsof
education today. Thisisbecausethereisneed for full participation infood production by
all citizens of this country, and will equally help the students cope with the present
unemployment problemsof the country. Theseleve sinclude; primary school level, where
the subject ismostly taught on demonstration basiswith the sole aim of acquainting the
pupilswith the knowledge of the primary source of food for man. Thesecondary level is
yet another level inwhich agricultural scienceistaught at two different dimensions. At
junior secondary leve, itismostly taught onthetheoretical and practical basiswiththeaim
of creating the right background skills, knowledge and attitude in the studentsfor self
esteem and evaluation. While at the senior secondary level, it istaught for three good
years. At thisleve, thestudentsaretaught and given the various professional opportunities
which aboundin agriculturewhich can befurther pursedintertiary ingtitutions. Such as
lisedinAkinyosoye(1999) include; agricultura engineering, agricultural banking, agricultura
biotechnology, agricultura marketing and teaching profession. Furthermore, agricultureat
Tertiary levelsof Education such as Collegesof Education and University hasthesoleaim
of producing individualsor graduateswith theright generic skillsand professiond attitudes
needed for self employment taught asavocationa courseand at professiona levels.

Theincreasing awarenessof theimportance of agricultural education hasdriven
variousregimesin government and educatorsto embark on severd review of agricultural
curriculum at both secondary and tertiary institutionsand aswell provided policiesand
Incentivestowards motivating young ones (secondary school studentsin particular) to
study and engageinagricultura activitiesand programmes. Unfortunately, to Olowa(2007)
inspiteof thevariouseffortsby government and other stakehol ders, it hasbeenwidely
known and reported that agriculturein schools hasbeen afailure. Thiscan beproved by
the 3 yearsenrollment dataobtained from the Head of Department of AgricultureinAbia
State College of Education (Technical), Arochukwu. Thedatareveal ed that in year 2009
about 500 sudentswereadmittedinto the collegebut only 14 studentsenrolledinagriculturd
department; intheyear 2010 about 600 studentsgot admitted but only 7 studentsenrolled
for agriculture and 2011 up to 650 students were admitted into the school and only 5
studentsenrolled for agricultura science education programme. Thereasonsfor theabove
statements according to Olowa (2007) can be attributes to various variables such as
students’ interest in the subject, students’ performancein the subject and background of
the students.

In any case, whatever the reason may be, one must always remember that
perception could be strong force oninterest. Meanwhile, perception according to Hornby
(1998) istheahility to see, hear or understand things; adeeper natural understanding and
awarenessthanisusual; away of seeing, understanding or interpreting something. Hence
one'sideaof athing influencesone'sinterest in that thing and the interest of oneina
particular thing determinesone' sforce of motivation and extent to which onewill pursue
that thing. Motivationisthe psychol ogical festurethat arousesan organismto actiontowards
desired goal directed behaviours. In other words, studentswho are motivated are more
likely to engagein thetask willingly aswell aswork toimprovetheir skills, which will
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increasether skillsand capability. Neverthel ess, no amount of motivation can befruitful if
aproper regard, belief and understanding of athing arenot in price. Vocationa and Technica
Education today issuffering because of some misconception. To buttressthis, Nwamuo
(2003) notesthat thefact that therewere no formal requirementsfor entry into specific
vocation and that parents gave their handicapped childrenfor tradein varioustraditional
vocations made peopleregard Vocationa and Technical Vocationa Education (TVE) as
“educationfor thenon-do-wells, for peoplewithlow intelligence, for thementaly retarded,
physically handicapped, socially maladjusted and under-achievers’. Thishowever, has
affected the enrollment of studentsinto Technica Vocationa Education (TVE) inTertiary
institutions. One may likely say that, since agricultureisone of programmes, then, itis
suffering thisfate aswell been disadvantaged by wrong perceptions.

Students Awarenessof Career inAgriculture

Ajayi (1997) reviewsthat most studentsin the country are shortsighted about various
opportunitiesthat exist inthefie d of agriculture. Peasant farming which dominateagricultura
career inour local communitiesexhaust much physical labour infarm operations. Hence,
students should be motivated as much as possibleto devel op choiceinterest in choosing
career inagriculture. Ijioma(1999) suggeststhat Nigeriaasadevel oping nation requires
both low and high level of manpower before she can achieve her desired objectivein her
development plan. Hefurther concluded that one avenuethrough which she can achieve
thisisby laying hands on studentsin our secondary education and acquainting themon
career in agriculture. Bryan (1999) statesthat all those who work with the studentsin
agricultural science should recognize the need of helping them to understand their own
potential swhich will enablethem to set career and lifegoals. Hence, if the studentsare
hel ped they can identify those careersin agricultureand enter them readily.

Chauhan (2000) explainsthat aliving society isadynamic oneinthat it continues
to change. It istherefore, very important that appropriate and respective attitude towards
agriculture opportunitiesbeinstilled in the students so that they devel op right perceptive,
attitudeandinterest towardsit. Molar (1981) satesthat in the context of modern agriculture,
for oneto beasuccessful farmer, thereistheneed for basic education, at least of aprimary
school level. Better till, if heisasecondary school students'. Thiswill enablehimto be
awareof variousopportunitiesthat arerelated to agriculture and be agood co-operator of
other agenciesin hisarea. Hewent further to state that occupational expectationsof an
individualsare productsof personal interest, ability and valuesasmoderated by moreor
lessaccurate assessment of external limiting environment. Thus, theexpectationto choose
acareer inagricultureislikely to beforested by personal experienceswith agricultura life
styleand socidization to farmwork role. Osuala(1987) enumerates some objectivesthat
can makethe studentsaware of the various professionsin agriculture. Among them are:
exposing them to the vast store knowledge for anyone contempl ating on commercial
agriculture; educating the studentsof thetremendous opportunitiesin agricultura business,
hel ping themto realizethat agricultureisstill theonly nationa reliable source of income;
informing them about the security onjob and self employment opportunity awaitingthemin

Journal of Sociology, Psychology and Anthropology in Practice, Vol. 7, No. 2, August 2015 39
ISSN: 2141 - 274X



thefield of agriculture. Studies on the rel ationship between socio-economic status and
occupational choice have shown that students of lower socio-economic conditionsare
exposed to people of low statuswho cannot inspire them choose high vocations. Thisin
essence makesthem aware of lessnumber of vocations. Furthermore, Chauhan (2000)
asodiscoversthat rura adolescents do not have opportunitiesof coming into contact with
peopleof high vocationwho canguide, inspireand provided proper information to them.
Agusiobe (1989) suggeststhat theteachers could gradually help the studentsto become
aware of their personal needs which they are seeking to meet. This, he noted, can be
achieved through the study of their occupational choiceand desire putting into account
their perception, interest, abilitiesaswell asthe employment opportunitieswhenthey are
thinking of they will dofor aliving. Inthislight, students can betaught whereand whoto
get factsand what to beaware of inthefield of agricultureasacareer.

Sudents Occupational Aspirationin Agriculture

Ohaji (2009) findsin hisstudy in Anambra State that most school leaversleft thevillage
after their education because they wanted jobs outside thefield of agriculture. Hea so
observed that most peopl e of the statewould prefer agriculture to be occupation set aside
for themen and boys or those who do not receive secondary education. Furthermore, he
found out that the only belief agricultureto betheimportant for the provision of food for
immediate consumption and raw materialsfor thelocal industries. Hence, they show a
limited awareness of the numerousimportance of agricultureand for thisreason hefound
out that most young peopl e shunned farming. Asto negative attitudes of the students

towards career in agriculture, Ohgji (2009) givestwo reasons, thefirstispersonality and
psychological complexes. The other islow income generated by agricultureinthe state
and Nigeriain general. Hefurther, discovered that the educational systemwaspartialy
responsiblefor thelack of interestinfarming.

[jiomah (1999) findsin hisstudy that the youths (students) surveyed detested
agricultureand regarded it asan unattractive occupation. According to him, thereason for
thisattitudewasthat farminginvolved tilling of soilsto grow cropswith such peasant tools
as hoes and cutlasses. Also, the students did not regard their agricultural studiesasa
preparation for immediate employment after school. Osua a(1998) pointsout thet students
asd duoudy seek educationwiththeintention of enjoying abetter lifethanwhich thetraditiona
sector can provide. Once educated, the youth becomereluctant to stay in thetraditional
sector to work as peasant farmers. According to Osuala (1998), it make the educated
youth drift fromtherural to the urban areain search of amoremodernway of lifeand jobs
intheindustrial sectors. Ajakaiye (1997) observesthat agricultureisthemost economic
activity intherura areasin Nigeria. Young peopleliving school there do not want job they
want inindustrieslocated inthecities. In hisopinion, Okorie (1999) observed that the
reasonswhy many students' in secondary school stend to devel op anegativedeficiency in
agricultura education. He concluded that apparent growth in interest and aspiration of
agriculturewould comeabout only whenthereisred effort by thegovernment toimprove
agriculture. Abdulahi (2004) datesthat therewasthetendency for professionsasagriculture,
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teaching and veterinary medicinesthat aremorevalid and crucial tothenation. Hea so
pointed that the vocation aspiration of the secondary school students’ in Nigeriahave
tended to belimited to afew well known highly rewarded professionslikelaw, engineering,
medicineetc. Okorie (1999) notesthat prior to Nigeriacivil war, which endedin 1970;
students' in secondary schoolsaswell asunempl oyed youthswereaspiring about choosing
acareer in agriculture. But in recent times, thisto lack interest appearsto be absent.
Okorie(1999) aso attributesthisto lack of interest in agricultural occupation ontheside
of sudents. Among thefactorsare: (a) thefailureof somestudents torightly conceptudize
the essence of studying agricultural sciencein secondary schools; (b) absenceof direction
from the government and secondary school teachers; (c) absence of emphasison the
importance of agriculture on the economic devel opment and (d) lack of recognition of the
farmers and those preparing to take career in agriculture.

Some studentsfed that being agood farmer doesnot requirefurther agricultural
traningintertiary ingitutionssincethereislittleor nogainful remuneration fromtheir long
yearsof farming. Hence, many teechersarehesitant to encouragether sudents' to undertake
acareer inagriculture. Base on this, Osuala(1998) pointsout that for anindividual to
aspireto choosein agriculture, he needs to be exposed to situation where he can: (a)
develop an understanding of an appreciation for career opportunitiesin agriculture; (b)
and develop vocational competencies needed by individual preparing to engage in
agricultura occupation.

Factor sAffecting career Choicein agriculture
Generdly, thechoiceof occupationinNigeriaistraditionaly influenced by parents, friends,
teachersand at times scholarship award. Supporting this, Osuala(1998) notesthat in
Nigeriamany studentsareluredinto certain profess ons/occupationsthrough the advice of
the parents and friends. These peopl e often choose an occupation of their interest and
attitude. He added that other students are attracted to some occupation by thewhite collar
illusion and rumorsof high salaries. Agusi obe (1989) statesthat parental ideamorethan
any other factorsinfluences studentsin choice of occupation supporting this statement,
Kalu (2009) notesthat parents arethe most socializing agent of the child; thisisbecause
thechild learnsfOirst from the parentsbeforejoining other peer groups. This, hesaidis
based on the extent to which the parents encourage the aspiration formed by the children.
Nngji (1978) findsthat out that interest in occupation had the strongest influence
onthestudentsintheir career aspiration. Studentsconsidered their interest intheir career
asaprimefactor intheir choice of career. Agusiobe (1989) further statesthat perception
of asubject affectsthe student’sinterest in that subject areaand thishasasignificant
rel ationship with the choice of occupation of the students. Studentshave shown that there
has been considerablelack of interest in agriculture among the students and educational
studentswere very reluctant to associate themselvesin farming. Chauhan (2000) says
occupationd atractivenessadol escent haveto maketheir vocationa choiceby theprestige,
incomeand socid recognition. For example, boysand girlsshow interestin professonlike
teaching, medicine, business, executive pogt, law and engineering. Supporting this, Okorie
(2001) states that students have been observed to choose occupations base on their
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glamour or because people engagein those occupationsare held in high esteeminthe
society without consdering their abilitiestofit into the occupationsand thefinancid backing
to train such occupations. According to Okorie (1999) most students pursue career in
whichthey may not haveinterest. In such asituation, continuity and progressare serioudy
affected and the workers performanceis hampered. Hencethereis need to guide and
direct sudentstowardscapitdizing ontheir interest, gptitudeand intring cintelligencetogether
with belief to highest possible degree so that they will be satisfied workers.

PARTICIPANTSAND PROCEDURE

Thissurvey wascarried out in secondary schoolsinArochukwu loca government areasof
AbiaState. It wasbased on thisbackground that the researcher triesto examinetheways
inwhich sudentsin secondary school s perca veagricultureand theimplication on enroliment
for theprogramintertiary ingtitutionsof highlearning. Theloca government ismadeof four
broad townswhich includeArochukwu, Ututu, I hechiowaand Abam. Arochukwu hasthe
second largest number of secondary schoolsinthe Ohafia Educational Zone, AbiaState.
Thepopulation of thestudy cons stsof the senior secondary schoolsstudents. Theestimated
popul ation was 500 studentsin the secondary schools. The selected schoolswereMary
Slessor secondary school, Arochukwu, Girls secondary school, Ututu, Acharasecondary
school, Ihechiowaand Abam high school, Abam.

The study sample comprises of 30 students’ from each of the four selected
secondary schoolsgiving atotal sample size of 120 respondents. A systematic random
sampling technique was adopted in the sel ected of the sample. Thiswasto ensurethat
every member of the largest population is given equal opportunity and to enable
generalization of results. The instrument used for data collection for this study was
guestionnaires. The questionnaireswere made up of 25 itemswhichwasclassified into
two parts. Part onewasthe personal information of the respondent while part two wasthe
main questionnaires. Copiesof the questionnaireswereadministered directly to thechosen
samplefor the study. Other strategiesinclude group discussion to share experiences of
studentsin agroup and persona observationto verify the correctness of theinformation
that occurred repeatedly from various sources. Datawas andyzed using statistical mean.
A mean scoreof 3.5 and aboveindicates agreement to astated questionnaireitemwhilea
mean score bel ow 3.5 indi cates disagreement to astated questionnaireitem.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Fromthetable 1, therespondentshad displayed their perception and belief about agriculture.
Thisisshown by their mean responsesof (3.7, 2.8, 2.4,1.95,2.2,2.5,3.7, 3.4, 3.5and
2.9) respectively. A grester no of the students showed negative perception of agriculture.
Thisisevidenced by themean responsesof 2.8,2.4,1.9,2.2,25and 2.9initem 2, 3, 4,
5, 6, 7, 8and 9 respectively. A casual 100k at the mean responses of the studentsfor item
11, 12, 13 and 14 showsthat the evidently shown by the mean responsesof 2.5, 1.9, 2.3

and 2.4 respectively.
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The students perception affect their interest in agricultural Programmes. Itisobviousthat
if one hasagood perception of athing, hewill develop aninterest in knowing more about
that particular thing. A casua |ook at the mean responses of the studentsto thefollowing
guestionnaireitems showed that students' perception of agriculture hasrealy hampered
their interest inthe subject. Theresponsesareasfollows:

1. Agricultureisaninteresting subject, so onewill enroll for aprogrammeinitin
tertiary indtitution and excel (2.5).

2. Farming createsagood and easy meansof livelihood, so onewill chooseit asa
career (1.9).

3. Agricultureisalucrative course with good job opportunities, so onewill choose

asacareer intertiary ingtitution (2.3)
4. Most of my friendsawaysta k good about agriculture, so| liketobeinthefield

(2.4).
Hence, thisnegationinfluence of the studentsperception of agricultureonther interestisin
agreement with the 3 yearsenrolment data.obtained from the Office of Head of Department
(HOD) of School of Vocational EducationinAbiaState College of Education (Technicd),
Arochukwu, which reveal ed that in the year 2009, 500 studentswere admitted into the
ingtitution and only 14 enrolled for agricultural programme; in 2010, about 600 students
were admitted and only 7 enrolled for agricultural programme; and in 2011, up to 650
sudentswere admitted but only 5 enrolled for agricultura programme. Theresultisequaly
inagreement with Ijioma(1999) who notesin hisstudy that the youths surveyed detested
agricultureand regarded it asan uninteresting occupation. Thisisalsoinsupport of Agusiobe
(1989) who notesthat perception of asubject affectsthe students interest in that subject
areaand thishasasgnificant rel ationship with choice of occupation of the students. The
students perception of agriculturea so affect their aptitudein agricultural programme. The
respondents show that the students perception of agriculture had littleor no poor influence
ontheir natura ability (aptitude) inthesubject. Thisisseenintheir mean responsestothe
following questionnaireitems

a | cando any form of agricultural work, so | want to choose agricultureasacareer
(4.0).

b. Agricultureistediousand meant for those with physical and mental skills, sol
haveall the potentialsneeded on agricultural vocation (3.7).

C. Agricultural lessonsare easy to understand, so one can take up any task inthe
field (3.8).

d. | can handleal formsof farm toolsand that makes agriculture attractiveto me
(3.6).

Hence, the aboveresults meansthat the students perception of agriculture doesnot affect
their aptitudein any negative way rather it scaresthem away from the subject andits
programmes. Thus, that the students have poor perception of agriculture does not mean
that they do not have poor perception of agriculture does not mean that they do not have
therequired skillsand ability inthefield of agriculture. Rather, it meansthat they do not
understand their potentialsand that iswhy they choose career outside agriculture.
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Thisissupport of Okorie (1999) who notesthat prior to Nigeriacivil war, whichendedin
1970; studentsin secondary schoolsaswell asunemployed youths aspired choosing a
career inagriculture. Hefurther pointed out thet thislack of interestin agricultura occupation
isasaresult of inadequate or lack of emphasison theimportance of agriculture (among
others) on the economic devel opment of the nation. On the question, doesthe students
perception of agricultureinfluencetheir attitudetowardsagriculturd programme, theanswers
show that the respondents (students) have greater negative attitude towardsagricultural
programme based on their perception. Thisisseem inthe meanresponsefor theitems
19(2.0), 20(2.9), 21(4.2), 22(3.2), 23(2.3) and 24(2.0) of the questionnaire respectively.
However, thispoor attitude of thestudentstowardsagricultura porgrammeisin agreement.
Ohaji (2009) noted that the reason why studentsmigrate from rural areaswhich arethe
main centresof agricultural production to urban isbecausethey have not been adequately
motivated towardsagriculture. In effect, when the studentsare meant to understand and
seethevariouspromising opportunitiesin agriculturd field, they will not hesitatetojointhe
chorus. Okorie(1999) notesthat many studentsin secondary schoolstendto developa
negetiveattitudetowardsagriculture. Thisisbecauseof inherent deficienciesinagriculturd
education. Therefore, apparent growthininterest, attitude and aspiration of agriculture
would come about only whenthereisred effort by thegovernment toimproveagriculture.
Thiscould beorganized by theschoal in conjunctionwith ministry personnel, career guidance
expertsand resource personsin variousfield of agriculturetotak to them onthevarious
career opportunitiesin agriculture. Thiswill go alongway in helping reducetheir bad
perception of agriculture. Fromthe study also, it hasbeen found that students, dueto their
wrong perception of agriculture havelow interest inthesubject. Thishasmadethem not
to enroll for the programme of agriculturein tertiary schoolsof the country. Thereis
therefore, need for the government to put effort in agricultural programmesthat aremore
modernized in nature especially intherura areas. Thisisoneway or the other could
motivatetheyouth and hencearousetheir interest in the subject and itsprogramme.

Table1: Mean of students' responseon their perception/belief on agricultureasasubject.

S/No Item Statement SA A ub D D NF N X
1 Males are better to take agricultural occupations

than their female counterparts. 62 12 2 34 10 442 120 3.7
2 Agricultural occupations generally provide adequate

means of livelihood. 20 30 10 30 30 340 120 2.8
3 Agricultural occupation are prestigious 10 20 O 60 29 282 120 2.4
4 Occupational growth and success in life are easily

attained in agricultural industry. 3 10 7 58 42 234 120 1.95
5 Being in agricultural occupation is an easy way to

obtain high social status. 10 5 10 65 30 260 120 2.2
6 Those in agricultural occupations are usually

recognized and respected in the society. 10 20 10 55 25 295 120 2.5
7 Agriculture is meant for the poor members of the

society and is uninteresting subject. 62 12 2 34 10 442 120 3.7
8 One does not have to study agriculture in school

before acquiring occupation in the field. 50 15 5 30 20 405 120 3.4
9 Agriculture is all about farming and rearing

of animals. 60 5 0 50 5 425 120 35
10 Agriculture is important for its provision of food

and raw materials for industries. 30 10 20 40 20 350 120 2.9
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Table2: Mean of students’ response onwaysinwhich students’ perception of agriculture
affectstheir interest inthe subject

S/No Item Statement SA° A UDD SO NF N X
11  Agriculture is an interesting subject so one will enroll for a

programme in it in tertiary institution and excel. 5 25 10 60 20 295 12025
12  Farming creates a good and easy means of livelihood,

somone will choose it as a career. 10 5 5 49 51 232 1201.9
13  Agriculture is a lucrative course with good job opportunities.

So one will choose it as a career in tertiary institution. 15 5 11 59 30 276 1202.3
14  Most of my friends always talk good about agriculture.

So | like to be in the field. 12 10 20 58 20 296 12024

Table3: Mean responses of students onways students’ perception affects aptitudein
agricultura programmes

S/No Item Statement SA A UD D SO NF N X
15 | can do any form of agricultural work, so | want to
choose agriculture as a career. 50 45 5 15 5 480 120 4.7

16  Agriculture is tedious and meant for those with physical and
mental skills. So | have al the potentias

needed in agricultural vocation. 45 40 3 10 22 442 120 3.7
17  Agricultura lessons are easy to understand so one can
take up any task in the field. 50 40 0 10 20 450 120 3.8

CONCLUDSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

The students in secondary schoolsin Arochukwu local government areahave low and
very poor perception of agriculture. The students showed didliketo farming occupation
but claimed that they feel satisfied seeing cropsand farm animalsgrowing. Thestudents
poor view of agriculturewas shown to have exerted much influenceon their inthe subject.
Thisin essence hasprompted their low enrollment into agricultural programmesintertiary
institutions of the nation. The study also reveal ed that the student'swrong perception of
agriculturehad littleor ontheir gptitude asgreater number of them agreed. Therefore, the
natural ability of thestudentsinthefield of agricultureisstill there notwithstanding their
wrong belief. It is hence believed that their wrong perception scare them away from
agriculture. Finaly, thisstudy hasreveal ed that the students displayed very poor attitude
towards agricultural occupationsasthey believed that work inthefield rarely provide
adequate meansof livelihood and upward social mobility. However, intheopinion of the
researcher, thisisan erroneousimpression, asat onetimeinthe history of Nigeria, both
the nation and the peoplehad survived from the proceeds of agricultura industry, therefore,
this negative perception of agriculture needsto be changed in order to meet thedemands
of highly technological futureand creastefood sufficiency in Nigeria Based ontheandysis
of thedataand findings, thefollowing recommendationsare made:

i Guidancecounsdling servicesparticularly intheareaof career choiceinagriculture
should beposted in all the secondary schoolsto assist the students and expose
them to thenumerousoccupationsin agricultureasthiswill givetherea pictureof
agriculture.
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i M echanized agriculture should beintroduced in schools. The greater emphasis
should belaid on physical and manual labor in the school scareand discourages
studentsfrom wishing to makefarming acareer.

i The practical agriculture carried out in the schools should be diversified so asto
include many aspectsof poultry, rabbitry, fishery and horticulture. Thiswill widen
theinterest of the studentsin the career.

Y The government should give interest-free loan to students of agriculture on
graduation. Thiswill go away in attracting many studentsin agricultural programs.

% A mandatory field trip to Israel and other countries like Brazil, should be
undertaken asapre-condition for final year studentsin agricultural field thereby
changing their negative belief about the subject.

Y Finally, agricultureisregarded asastrategic and preferred sector for Nigeria
economy. Therefore, it will not beasking for too much for the government to give
preferentia treatment to Sudentsof agricultureintheform of scholarship. Thiswill
go along way to makethem become much moreinterested in agriculturd field.
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