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ABSTRACT

This survey research was carried out to investigate the effects of truancy
among primary school pupils in Oyo Sate and possible remedies. The
researcher designed a self-developed questionnaire titled “ Effects of
Truancy and Possible Remedies among Pupils in Oyo Sate(ETEPPR)”
The questionnaire was classified into two sections namely Sections A
and B. Section A contains the personal data of the respondents which
include Age, School, Class, Sex, Family types and Religion. Section B
contains fifteen items on the causes of truancy using 4 Likert scale. Four
hypotheses weretested using t-test for hypotheses 1, 2 and 3 and Analysis
of variance for hypothesis 4.Hypotheses 1,2 and 3 were rejected since
there were no significant differences while hypothesis 4 was accepted.
Certain objectiveswere stated to be achieved for the purpose of the study.
It is recommended among others that Government at all tiers need to
provide necessary materials for the use of pupils in primary schools as
well as adequate and proper planning by the policy makers and
administrators. Parents should provide all necessary materials and be
concerned about their wards. Teachers also need to give necessary and
adequate care for their pupils within and outside the school premises.
Also therole of school Counselors, Staff advisersand Headmaster s should
not be left undone in providing adequate support for their pupils in
school. Government should legislate on truancy and state clearly the
punishment that is meant for every offender including the ward’s parents.
Education should be made compulsory for every child up to age 18.
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INTRODUCTION
Truancy isasocid phenomenonin Nigeriaschool s today which needsto be curbed
because of the damagesit’s caused to Nigeriaeducational system. Truancy asa
socia evil if not well dealt within Nigeriaschool swill jeopardizethe extravagant
money being invested into education. Truancy isdefined according to “Home—
school mom charged with dlowing truancy, 2005” indifferent wayssuch as” Skipping
class’ intheUSA, in South Africaitiscalled bunking, skipping or jippo, Jamaica
“Skuling”, Antiguaand Barbuda“ Skudding” Austraia“truancy” United Statesand
Canada“hookey”, “ ditching”,” cutting class’. Distefano and Rudestan (2005) viewed
truancy asan act of unauthorized or illegal absence from compul sory education
whichiscaused by studentsout of their own freewill without any authentic excuse
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asaresult of medical aillment. They further expatiatethe need for home schooling
which guaranteed every childto attend public or private schoolswith alega option
for parentsin many countries, while providing children with enabling environment
asanoptionto public or private schoolsoutsidetheindividua’shome. Patrick and
Martin (2009) reveal that popul ation sampled among individual s of aged 15-16
yearswho has been born in 1979, where 70 school swere chosen to try to meet
four requirementsrepresent both state and independent schoolsand to alow analysis
of urban and rural areas. These were addressed by randomly choosing 60 state
schoolsfrom 13 different areas of the United Kingdom and by adding randomly
chosen sampleof 10independent schools. Theresults proved that family structure,
intact family and singleparental, level of parental education, Parenta control and
caring redlly affect the pupilsinschool.

Jessor and Jessor (1977) also worked on truancy and poor academic
performance hasfrequently been considered part of agenera devianceor problem
behavior syndrome. Grube and Morgan (1990); Miller et al (1995) also worked
on devianceand how it affects pupilsin primary schools. Majken (2005) findings
on truancy showsthat among 4000 students more than every third student had
been absent during thelast 14 days. Themostirony of itisthat truancy day isbeing
celebrated in the devel oped countries of theworld like Poland, Canadaand have
skip Day commonly called beach day in Eastern Canada (Elisabeth, 2006). She
furthersexplained that the datefor skip day variesamong different schools. This
work dealswith truancy and problems confronting pupilsin primary schools. It
reved sthe shortcomingsof truancy in Nigeriaschools. It showsnegetiveroleplayed
by wards' parentstowards truancy in schools. It statesthe expected roleto be
played by government at all tiers; local, state and federal. It revealsthelevel of
truancy and how it rampant in al schools. Causes of truancy according to David
and Robert (2006) are peer group, separation or divorce within thefamily, abuse
or neglect, mental and physical healthissues, drug and alcohol abuse by aparent
and/or thestudent. Othersaremoving repeatedly, low esteem, financial problems,
lack of friends, safety concernswhich may include pressurefrom gangsto threat
and intimidation, lack of academic skillsand boredom. The effects of truancy,
according to David and Robert (2006) include:

i Decreaseearning ability

i Involvement indaytime crime, such asbreaking and entering, vandalism,
and shoplifting

i Increased risk of dropping out of school

v Twoandahalftimesmorelikely to beonwelfare

v Involvementingangs

M Struggling to catch up with school assignments

vii  Failing classes

viii  Risk of not obtaining ahigher education
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X Truancy affectstheentireprimary school pupil when ateacher showsdown
to help thefriend student.
X Anincreaseincrimemeansmorevictims
X Increased cost to thewhole community for additional law enforcement.
Xi  Welfare coststo society
Thefollowing null hypotheseswereformulated to guidethe study:
H1  Thereisnosignificant difference between pupil from Chritianand Muslim
homestowardstruancy.
H2  Thereisnosignificant difference between pupilsfrom privateand public
school stowardstruancy.
H3  Thereisnosgnificant difference between maleandfemalepupilstowards
truancy.
H4  Thereisnosgnificant differencebetween pupils parentssocia economic
statustowardstruancy.

PARTICIPANTSAND PROCEDURE

Thesurvey designwasthemethod chosenfor thisresearch work becauseit enables
theresearcher to dicit information from representative samplesof the populationto
describearedl life situation. Themain focus of thisstudy wasto investigatethe
effectsof truancy among primary school pupilsand possibleremediesin Oyo State.
Thetarget population for thisworkcomprisesall the pupilsin primary schoolsin
Oyo State of Nigeria. Since it would be strenuousto gather datafor the target
popul ation, the researcher now adopted amultistage sampling techniquealowing
the selection going through stages. Inthefirst stage Oyo State was grouped into
five, zonescomprisesof 33 Loca Government Areasinclude; I badan, Ogbomoso,
Oke Ogun, Ibarapaand Oyo town. In the second stage, theresearcher isallowed
to choosetwo local governmentsfrom each zone.

In Ibadan, badan - North and Egbeda, 1barapaEast and | barapa Central,
Ogbomoso North and Ogbomoso South from Ogbomoso zone, Iwgjowaand Saki
West from Saki zone and Atibaand Oyo West from Oyo zone having considered
their proximity to oneanother. Thethird stage allowing the researchersto select
oneprimary school from each 10 selected local government in each zoneand 20
pupilswererandomly sdlected from each school including private schoolsmaking
200 pupilsfrom thetotal numbers 2,004 public schoolsand 971 private nursery/
primary schoolsin Oyo State. Toinvestigate the effects of truancy among primary
school pupilsand possibleremediesin Oyo State, aself-developed questionnaire
entitled: Effect of Truancy among primary pupilsand possibleremediesin Oyo
State (ETEPPR) wasdesigned for data collection. The Questionnairedesigned for
thisstudy wasthat of Likert typescae. Allotment of pointsof theresponsein each
itemwasdonein thefollowing order. Strongly Agree= 4, Agree = 3; Strongly
Disagree=2and Disagree= 1.
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The persond dataof the respondent containing sex, religion, age, family statusand
classeswhile Section B comprises of 15 items on truancy which respondents
responded tothemin 4 Likert typescale. TheLikert scale presentsanumber of a
positive and negative statementsregarding truancy. Inthe Likert scaletherefore
respondentswhose score above 50 were regarded as truant while respondents
whose score below 50 were regarded as non- truant.

Stangor (2004) defined reliability asthe extent to which theinstrument is
freefromrandom error, while Oladel e (2000) also viewed asthe consistency of a
test measure over aperiod of time. Theresearcher adopted test-re-test method to
test consistency of the instrument. A total of 20 copies of questionnaire were
administered among 20 pupilsin IbarapaNorth Local Government who werenot
part of study. The same questionnairewere administered to the same set of pupils
after aperiod of five weeks and the two scores were correlated using Pearson
Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient and it yielded 0.75, the result was
considered to be high enough for questionnaire of thistype of research work.

According to Oladele (2000) validity isthe extent or degreea which atest
measures what is supposed to measure. The Questionnaire was given to four
Lecturersinthe Department of Early Childhood and Cared Education of Emmanuel
Alayande College of Education Oyo L anlate Campuswho later confirmed and
affirmed itscontent vaidity. The researcher also employed aresearch assistant for
easer administration.

Two hundred copies of questionnaire were produced and administered
among 200 pupilsin theten selected primary schoolsin Oyo State namely:

Ibadan North - Merellalnternational School

Egbeda- Essence Private School, Oluwo, Egeda

IbarapaEast - Saint John’s Primary School, Oke OlaEruwa

IbargpaCentra - A. U. D Primary school, I berekodo Igboora

Ogbomoso North - Oke Elerin Baptist Primary Schools, A pake, Ogbomoso

Ogbomoso South - Idlamic Group of Schools, Ajegunle, Ogbomaoso

Iwgjowa- Community Primary School, Ayetoro—ile

Saki West - L.A. Primary School, | sale Taba, Saki

OyoWest - L.A. Primary School, Awomoro, Oyo

Atiba- Methodist Primary School, Oyo.

Thedatacollected for thisstudy were classfied into two sectionsfor analyzisusng
frequency and ssmple percentage to analyze the demographic dataprovided by the
respondents, whilefor the second part of theanalysis, both thet-test Satisticsand
Analysesof Variance (ANOVA) procedureswere used to compare the mean scores
of thevariables.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1 showsthat the Critical t-valueis 1.960 whilethe calculated t-valueis-
6.01. Sincetheabsoluteva ueof the calculated t-va ueless (-6.01) ismorethanthe
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control t-value (1.960), the null hypothesisthat thereisno significant difference
between pupilsfrom Christian and Muslim homestowardstruancy istherefore
accepted. The pupilsfrom bothreligionsthat is, Christian and Mudim homeswere
not exempted from truancy. Thismight beasaresult of delinquency, non-chalant
attitudestowardseducation among Chrigtianand Mudim pupilsfrom both religions.
Table 2 showsthat critical t-valueis 1.960 whilethe cal culated t-valueis 1.385.
Sincetheabsolutevalueof thecalculatedt (1.385) islessthanthecritica t-value
(1.960), thenull hypothesisthat thereisno significant difference between pupils
from Private and Public School stowardstruancy istherefore accepted. Pupils
from private and public schoolsindulged in truancy and therewereno differences
intheir practicesfrom both schools. The pupilsfrom private and public rate of
truancy in school were both the same; the pupilsfrom private and public schools
rate of truancy were higher dueto lack of material s such astextbooksand non-
prompt-payment of tuition feesand other charges causetruancy.

Table3 showsthat thecritical t-valueis 1.960 whilethe cal culated t-value
iS(-4.16). Since the absolute value of the cal culated t-valuet (-4.16) ismorethan
thecriticd t-vaue, thenull hypothesi swhich stated thet thereisno significant difference
between male and femal e pupil stowards truancy wastherefore accepted. Male
and Femalerate of truancy were of the samerate. Both male and female were
indulging intruancy. Theresult ontable4 showsthat the cal culated F-vaue (13.91)
ishigher thanthecritical F-value (2.60) at 0.05 aphaleve of significanceandthe
null hypothesi sthat thereisno significant difference between pupils parents socio-
economic statustowardstruancy istherefore rejected. Pupilsfrom high socio-
economic classwerea soinvolvedin highrateof truancy asaresult of non-payment
of tuitionfees, distance/proximity duetoin ability to taketheir wardsto schoolsand
unnecessary engagement in other valuablethingsin thefamily, while parentsfrom
low socio-economic statuswere also refused to pay their pupilsschools feesand
both have adverse effects on their academic performances.

Tablel: Means, Standard Deviation and t-val ueof pupilsfrom Chrisianand Mudim

homestowardstruancy
Group No. of Mean S.D. Degree of T-value Critical t-value
Cases Freedom
Christian 110 454373 7.692
198 -6.01* 1960
Mudim D 523778 9133
NB:* =p<0.05 Source: Survey, 2014
Table2: Means, Standard Deviation and t-value of pupilsfrom Private and Public
Schoolstowardstruancy
Group No. of Mean S.D. Degree of T-value Critical t-value
Cases Freedom
Private 87 443218 8.0%6
198 138 1960
Public 123 $54.3333 8639
Source: Survey, 2014
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Table3: Means, Standard Deviation and t-va ue of maleand femaetoward truancy

Group No. of Mean S.D. Degree of T-value Critical t-value
Cases Freedom
Male 54 44,4359 7.885
198 -4.16*  1.960
Femae 146 50.3055 9.018
NB:* =p<0.05

Table4: Analysisof variance (ANOVA) showsthedifferencein pupils parent
economic statustowardstruancy

Source Degree of Sum of Mean of Critical
Freedom Square Square F-value F-value

Model 3 2878.8598829 959.6199610

Error 196 13524.9351171  69.004770 13.91 2.62

Corrected 199 16403.7950000

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Thisstudy hassomere evant recommendationsfor school counselors, policy makers,
adminigtrators, minisiry of education at thefedera, sateandlocal government levels,
parents, teachers, pupilsand policy makersin handling and dealing with pupils
truancy in Nigeriaschools. Recommendationsweretherefore madefor possible
solutionsto curb truancy among pupilsin primary school such as:

1. Government at all tiersneed to provide necessary materia sfor the use of

pupilsin primary schoals.
2. Adequateand proper planning by the policy makersand administrators.

3. Parents should provide all necessary materialsand be concerned about
their wards.
4, Teachers al so need to give necessary and adequate carefor their pupils

withinand outside the school premises.

5. Alsotheroleof school Counsdlors, Staff advisersand Headmastersshould
not beleft undonein providing adequate support for their pupilsin school .

6. Government should legidate on truancy and state clearly the punishment
that ismeant for every offender including theward'sparent.

7. Education should be made compul sory for every child up to age 18 and
theNational policy on education should be duly recognized.

8. Education should be madefreeat primary level and private school should
bereinforced.
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