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ABSTRACT

The study examined the attitude of Junior Secondary School
students towards the learning of Social Studies developing culture.
Social Sudies, though relatively new compared to other subjects
such as psychology, civics, religion, history and geography that
have been in the school curriculum before it was introduced in
1905 in the United States of America. The study is guided by the
following questions: to what extent does the newness of Social
Sudies in the school affects the attitude of students towards the
learning of new culture? To what extent does lack of instructional
materialsin teaching the students affect the attitude of the students?
To what extent do the teaching approaches used in teaching the
students affect the attitude of the students? The specific purpose of
the study is to examine the various approaches in learning the
subject. The approaches include number classification, activity
classification and orientation. The theoretical framework of the
study hinged on the psychological view of the students towards the
learning of Social Studies at the Junior Secondary School level.
The following recommendations were made based on the outcome
of the study. The students should be given orientation only by Social
Sudies specialists. Social Studies specialists only should teach the
students at this level. Teachers from other related subject areas
should not be allowed to serve as resource persons at this level.
Conclusion was drawn based on the finding of the study.
Keywords: Attitude, Junior Secondary School Sudents, Learning,
Social Studies

INTRODUCTION

Students' attitude towards some school subjects are measured based ontheir
academic performance. Studentswhose performancearelow, lack positive
attitude towards such subjectsand do not show interest inthesubject. Smilarly,
some studies|inked poor academic performance of studentsto their attitude
towards the subjects. In analyzing the factors that contribute to students
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indifferent attitudein Socia Studiesasaschool subject, Makinde (2006) asserts
that teachers’ approaches of teaching Social Studiesare complex whereby
making the comprehension of the subject difficult. The unavailability of
instructional materiasinteaching the subject standsasbarrierstothelevel of
their attitude. Socia Studiesteachers should usethe recommended teaching
approach and stylesinteaching the student Social Studiesasasubject. Studies
onstudents attitudetowardstheteaching of Social Studiesarenon-availability
of instructional materials. In schools where there are non-availability of
instructional materials, students comprehens on becomesatedioustask and
thisaffect sudentsattitude. Thus, studentsattitudetend to increasein subjects
taught withingructional material sand therefore understianding the subject help
the studentsto internalizeknowledge.

Students’ attitude towards a school subject according to Onyema
(2008) tends to increase due to the approaches of teaching the subject;
availability of instructional materialsand clear definition of the subjectsby the
subject experts. Though, Socia Studiesarelatively new subject in the school
curriculum of study, it wasintroduced in 1960 into Nigeriaschool system.
Markinde (2006) opinesthat its conceptsare of social relevance, secular in
natureand integrated. However, thereisthe genera avarenessof thefact that
knowledgeismore meaningfully thought and comprehended whenintegrated.
In other words, knowledgeisunderstood and internalized when integrated but
not compartmentalized (Okobiah, 2008).

There hasbeen the need for urgent upsurgein the awarenessleve of
Socia Studiesamong the secondary school students. In order to achievethis
goal, students should be made to appreciate the subject. Thiswill enhance
their attitude and interest towardsthe subject. Teachersof Socid Studiesshould
employ teaching methodsthat will make the subject gain more attention than
ever before. One basic problem that would make studentsto probably have
indifferent and lack of enthusiasmsin Social Studiesinthe secondary school is
the apathy of theindividuals, lack of instructional materialsand theintegrated
nature of the subject. These are some of the reasons why students have
indifferent attitudetowards Socia Studiesasasecondary subject intheschool
curriculum.

TheConcept of Attitude

Psychologists have diverse views about the concept of attitude and thishas
ledtothe problem of lack of unanimity onthe concept with different individuas
defining the concept. According to Balogun (2005), attitudeisaparticular
tendency that isexpressed by evaluating aparticular entity with some degree
of favour or defavour. To him, attitudeisaresponseto stimuli that ispositive
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or negative. He added further that attitudeisapsychologica tendency toactin
astuation demanding for actions. Balogun (2005), positsthat psychological
tendency isastatethat isinternal of evaluative response, whether overt or
covert; cognitive; affectiveand psychomotor behaviour. Psychologica tendency
areregarded asatype of biasthat people put forward asresponseswhich are
positiveor negative. He opined that attitudeisbiased becauseit isself-centred.
Thisisbecauseindividua doesnot haveattitude until herespondsevauative
to entity onaffective, cognitiveand psychomotor basis Attitudeto himissimilar
to character.

Attitudeistheway of individual actsor reactsto stimulus. Itisapart
of individua characteristics. Thus, attitudeisapart of characters. Characters
arelong-lasting and devel op over time, attitude occurswithin ashort time
frame. Character cannot beidentified within ashort period of interaction but
attitude can be ascertained shortly. Attitudeisaction towardsevent or reaction
that isfrom the manner individual acts, reacts, speaksor behaveswithinthe
first contact; hisattitude can beidentified and eval uated to be acceptable or
rejected. Inaddition, Bavis(2004) isof the opinion that eval uative responses
whether overt or covert can have and produce psychological tendency to
respond with aparticular degree of evaluation with an attitude or object. If the
tendency to respond is established, the person hasformed positive attitude
towardsthe object. Therefore, the concept of attitudeisaconsciouseffort
and behaviour towardsan entity or object. Intermsof definition, attitudeis
oneof thebas c congtructsused by psychologistshypotheticaly. Attitudeslike
other hypothetica congructsarenot directly observableresponses. But attitude
isoneof thenumerousimplicit state of mind or disposition that psychologists
have constructed to explain why peoplereactionin certain manner in presence
of certain stimuli. Thereforerefer to attitude asatendency that last for ashort
period of time. Tohim, individual attitudetowardsan object overtimeimplies
somelevel of interest that isbeen possessfor the object.

Social Sudies

Theterm Social Studieswas used in 1905, when acommittee of Thomas
Jessafirst used it to include economics, sociology, anthropology, political
scienceand geography. In 1956, history wasincluded. Igbogbor (2000), views
Socia Studiesasanintegrative subject that contained socid sciencesthat are
of societal based. He added that Social Studiesistargeted at producing better
individual sfor better society. Social Studiesisabout man’soverall aspectsof
life; that whichinclude socia, economicand palitica activities. Socid Studies
therefore addressman holistically. It isconcerned with makingindividua an
integrative being inthe society that man foundshimsdif.
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ljimi (2004) statesthat the purpose of Socia Studiesisdouble sided:
that ismaking the society meaningful to man. Principally, the content of Socidl
Sudiesisderived from subjectssuch aseconomics, geography, history, political
science, sociol ogy, anthropol ogy and psychol ogy. Osakweand Itedjere (2005)
areof theview that the main goal of Social Studiesisthe development of
desirablesocio-civic and persona behavioursthat the society requiretothrive,
They added that people must behave in manner that isrequired to further
development of the society. They are of the opinion that most peoples
behaviourstend toreflect theval ues, idess, beliefs, custom, normsand attitude
whichthey accept.

In addition, Social Studies simply put is concerned with the
devel opment of appropriateattitudes. A subject of thisquaity should betaught
withall emphasisin our schoolsand even be made compulsory. Their studies
showed that Socid Studiesareaninter-disciplinary subjectin natureand content.
Itsfocusison man, their problems, surviva, how they influencether environment
and how environment in turn influence man. Socia Studiesexaminehuman
problemsfrom holistic perspective. It combinesthe contributions of various
subjectsindicated aboveto solve human problems. Ascited above, the contents
of Socia Studiesare drawn from the socia science subjects.

According to McCarthy (2001), theideathat Social Studiesshould
not be seen asamere ama gam of the Social Sciencesasmost of the content
arefrom Social Sciences. Itistheintegration of the objective, purpose and
aimsof the various social science subjects. In short, Social Studiesarein
responsesto god oriented edification that isgeared towards sensitizing young
peopleto solving persona and community-related problems. The scope of
Social Studiesis not fixed but dynamic in nature. It is ever-changing to
accommodate man’smany problemsof life.

Approachesin Teaching Social Sudies
Thesubject matter of Socia Studiesisconcentrated on societal improvement
through the devel opment of individua who arethe composition of thesociety.
Therefore, the concept of Socia Studiesshould betaught systematically using
thefollowing four approaches at the secondary school level.

I. Classfication Approach,

. Number classification Approach,

il Activity classificationApproach, and

iV, Pace classification Approach.

Classification Approach: Social Studies classification approach isbased
on theteacherscommunicating skillsof passing ideasto the students. There
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aretwo basic approaches. These areinductive and deductive approaches.
With these approaches, theteacher beginswith what isknown to the children
from theenvironment to the distant, concrete to absiract, factstoideas, smple
to complex, easy to hard, real to imaginative, the examples as explained
approachestoteaching Socid Studies. Whilethedeductiveisthedirect opposite
of inductive, theinductive buildsitsfoundations and encourages studentsto
advancein critical thinking and discovery that isrelevant to the learning of
Socid Studies.

Number Classification Approach: Thisisan approach of teaching Social
Studiesthat considersthe number of studentsbeing handled at a particular
time by theteacher. The students can either be grouped or individualized.
Osakwe and I tedjere (2005) seethe grouping aswhen anumber of students
aregrouped together for the purpose of instruction. Thisisuseful inaformal
system of learning. Studentsare placed in classesfor the purpose of effective
teaching and learning. The selection for the grouping is based on assumed
learning ability of the students. Grouping entails classroom teaching such as
lecture, project, seminar and tutorial. On the contrary, individualized approach
containstheideaof instructing astudent at agiven time. Thisapproach of
teachingisfoundininformdl training sysem. Though moreeffectivebut expensve
intermsof timeand finance.

Activity Classification Approach: Activity classification approachiscarried
out through the means of activity in teaching. Osakwe and Itedjere (2005)
view activity asan approach of teaching during teaching and learning process
inthe normal classroom situation. The teacher who performsthe activity
influencesthe name of the approach. The activity approach comprisestwo
means: student-centred and teacher-centred. The student-centred means
encouraging sudents' independent learning, and thereforestimulatesdiscovering
whiletheteacher centered approach enablesthe teacher to direct teaching
and learning process and therefore ensured that the objectives of teaching are
fulfilledinthe school Stuation.

Place Classification Approach: ThePace classification gpproach of teaching
Socia Studiesisbased onthe place of theteaching and learning process. |jimi
(2004) opinesthat placing studentsin appropriatelearning environment will
facilitate comprehens on and ensurecompatibility of study. Similarly, thisisthe
classification of teaching based on wherethelearning holds. Two ways of
classification are involved. They are classroom and out-of-classroom
classification depending on the subject-matter and theteacher that isinvolved.
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Social SudieslInstructional M aterials

Teaching Socid Studiessuccessfully inschool dependsontheuseof ingructiond
materiasto ensurethat students’ behavioural changesarerealized. Some of
theinstructional materialsthat are required include textual such asbooks,
audiovisua and human resourcesthat are used individually or collectively in
any meaningful Social Studiesteaching and learning situation. Instructional
materia sthemsalvesare not self instructing. They areintended to beused to
supplement normal teaching activitiesasdirected by theteacher (Osskweand
Itedjere, 2005).

Audio-Visual Aids as Social Sudies Instructional Materials: Audio-
visud adsserveascatays to theteacher for teaching Socia Studiesinschools.
They are sources of endless opportunitiesto enrich teaching-learning process
especially when the aids can be used appropriately and economically by the
teacher. They are actually aidsto facilitate|earning among students. Audio-
visual aidsaccording to Igbogbor (2000), arestill-pictures, television, dides,
film-gtrips, recordings, graphs, charts, motion pi ctures, maps, tables, cartoons,
mode sand so on. Fabian and Kingston (2007) posit that teaching and learning
activitiesbecomemore meaningful andinteresting for knowledgeinterndization
when studentslearn with all sense organs simultaneously. While auditory
materia sare concentrated on the sense of hearing, motion picturesand dides
are centred on the use of the sight organ.

Resour ces Per sons as Sour ce of Teaching Social Studiesin Schools
Resource persons are the most valuable means of teaching; generally in
educationa arena. Theview that students’ interest can be stimul ated through
thisavenue (Odita, 2007). Onyema (2008) opinesthat without human aspect
of teachinginschoals, other teaching resourcesare asgood asnothing. Resource
personsare human assetsthat are utilized in enhancing understandingin certain
aspectsof human field of learning. Resource personsare professionalsin all
areasof life. Since Socid Studiesisintegrativein scopeand nature, specidists
inSocia Studiesaoneareof better assstancein Socia Studiesconcepts. The
use of resource persons make Social Studiesrea asmuch as possible and
enhance students' interest and motivation. Therefore, specidistsin Social
Studiesare expected to be sound as much as possiblein serving asresource
personsto thejunior secondary school students.

Somefactorsresponsiblefor indifferent attitudeto Social Sudiesby
Junior Secondary School Sudents

For the purpose of thisstudy, thefollowing arefactorsthat result to students
indifferent attitudeto Social Studies.
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i. Teacher-related factors,

. Subject-related factors,

. School-related factors, and
V. Students-rel ated factors.

Teacher-Related Factor: Teachers personality and competenceareregarded
assomerelated factorsin school environment. A teacher that isfriendly with
good socid disposition encouragesstudentsto learn the subject. Also, qudified
and competent teacher utilizes appropriate measuresto arouse students’ interest
during teaching and learning. Similarly, Makinde (2006) isof theview that
approachesto teaching by theteacher in the classroom situation can make or
mar students’ attitudein the subject. For instance, a Socia Studiesteacher
who injectshumour during interactive sessionin the classroom situation can
make Socid Studiesclassinteresting. There should be no excessive abstract
teaching and theorizing but the need for somered-lifeteaching occasonaly to
reduce students boredomintheclass.

Subject-Related Factor: Inadditionto teachers-related factorsintheteaching
of asubject, are subject-related factors such as personality and competence
areregarded assubject related factors. Thiscan reduce students’ interest and
therefore encourageindifferent attitudein Socia Studies. Makinde (2006) is
of thestrong view that the natureand scope of Socid Studiesisbroad therefore
creating inadequacy in teaching the subject sufficiently. Inthesamevein, the
various conceptsin Socia Studiesare equally broad and numerous. Most
concepts aretoo abstract to guide comprehens on and understanding. This
can discourage studentsfrom learning the subject in schools. Consequence
upon thisfact, Social Studies scheme of work for junior secondary school
should bemodernin order to remove students negativeattitudein the subject.
Students prefer what they can cover-up at their own paceof learningwithina
short timeperiod.

School-Related Factor: Consequent upon the school related factors stated
abovethat facilitate, students' indifferent attitude towards Socia Studies,
school-rdated factorsareinclusve. Thereareseveral waysschool environment
encourage or discouragelearning of asubject. Dilapidated school buildings
cannot makelearninginteresting among students. For instance, if sudentslearn
in shattered and leaked roofs, or in the scotch of the sun’s heat, adequate
participationinteaching and learning will bedifficult especidly insubject like
Social Studiesthat hasbroad scopefor studly.

Sudent-Related Factors: Thereare numerous students' related factorsthat
interferewith students' attitudetowards Socia Studieslearning. Fabian and
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Kingston (2007) identify the following that are responsible to students
aspirations; peer group, parents’ level of incomeand educational background.
A student who aspiresto becomeamedical doctor may not have much attention
to Socia Studies. Also, astudent whose peer groupsdo not have much regard
for the subject may beinfluenced negatively towardsthelearning of Socia
Sudies.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Social Studiesare subjectsthat teach value, norms, right attitude and skills

development. Thisneedsto be emphasized at the junior secondary school.

Thevaueof Socid Studiesasasubject to the studentsrequiresbetter attention

and enthusiasm. And to arouse studentsattention, val ue, attitude, only specidist

teachers of Socia Studiesshould teach the subject at all levels. The Socia

Studiesteachers should empl oy the approaches enumerated aboveto enable

students participate actively during teaching-learning process. Thereason for

thisisthat knowledge can only beinternalized adequately when studentsare
involvedinlearning process. Orientation should begivento sudentsby Socia

Studiesspecidigsto enlightenthemthat Social Studiesisuseful for theoveral

development of the nation; that no subject is superior to one another. The

findingsof thestudy havegivenriseto thefollowing recommendation:

I. Only Socia Studies specialist teachers should teach the subject.

. During teaching-learning processinthenorma classroom stuationthe
approachesasindicated in thisstudy should beused by Socia Studies
teachersinteaching the students.

il Thereistheneed to overhaul Socia Studiescurriculumregularly due
tosocietd dynamism.

(VA Teachers from other subject areas should not be allowed to teach
Social Studies at this because they approach the subject from the
perception of their subject areas thereby causing boredom and
unnecessary negative attitude by the studentstowards Socia Culture.
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