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ABSTRACT

This study examinestheimplications of ethnic and religious conflicts on Northern
Christians. The aim focuses on pastoral care. Qualitative data gotten from the
secondary source were used to back up the study. Findings from the study reveal
that there is actually nothing wrong with conflict; no society that seeks to
develop can absolutely do without it. What is often questioned is how man
responds to conflict. A poorly handled conflict persists for too long a period of
time and seems to defy easy solution. The priests must be sensitive to conflict
indicators. There are always signs of conflict before it starts. So we must be
observant and take appropriate actions before it happens. The priest must open
communication channels as a guide to control misconception and
misinter pretation of intention of either party among others were made.
Keywords: Ethnic, Religious, conflict, Pastoral Care and Christians

INTRODUCTION

Conflictsand crisesarefound at every stage of life. Individuals, groups, associations,
clubs, societies, locd, nationa and evenworld community continueto experience conflicts
and crisesin oneway or the other. Conflictsand Crisesarefeatures of life and they have
been sincethebeginning of crestion-conflictsbetween darknessand lightsand even between
and among thefirst set of human beings created on earth. So, conflictsand crisesare
permanent features of lifewhich humanity have cometo live and copewith and resolve
fromtimetotime. Their existence cannot beterminated inlifeunlesswewant to terminate
lifeitself. However, apoorly handled conflict or crisiscould becomeviolent or destructive
which could hinder national peace and security. Thus, effective strategiesthat can nib
conflictinthebud and prevent it from escalating if it erupts, aswell asto sustain peaceto
avert future occurrence, sustainsany nation that seeks peace, growth and devel opment.
TheWorld Book Encyclopedia(2004) seescrisisasaturning point inthe course
of anything, uncertaintimeor sate of affairs, moment of great danger or difficulty. Conflict,
on the other hand, according to Kasterner and Ray (2002) isasocial factual situationin
which at least two parties (individuals, groups, states) areinvolved and strivefor goals
which can only bereached by one party, and or want to empl oy incompatible meansto
achieveacertaingod. It thusimpliesstruggle over values or claimsto status, power and
scarce but to neutralize, injure or eliminaterivals. Thetwo words: crisisand conflict, as
earlier sated areforeign bodies’ in human society or relationship. Thetwo Stuationsare
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adisturbanceto peaceful coexistencein human society and they cause adent to harmonious
rel ationship within and without agroup. Harks (2000) throwsmorelightsinto thesewords
ashegivessynonymsof crisisas* catastrophe, calamity, emergency, disaster” and that of
conflict as* quarrel, squabble, disagreement, difference of opinion, desertion, discord,
friction”. Thus, aconflict refersto adisagreement or differencesin opinion asto how
certain objectivescould beachieved. A typical exampleistheNiger Ddtacrisswhichhas
beenraging for over three decadeswith alittle chance of abatement until recently whenthe
regimeof thelate President, Umaru Yar’ Aduainitiated an amnesty programme. Theissue
of conflictin Nigeriainrecent timeshasgained or attained public notoriety. Itisalmost at
the door step of every person either asaperpetrator or avictim. It isconsensua among
scholarsthat conflictisaninevitablepart or processof socid life(Aja, 2009) and acontinuing
reality of social existence. Conflict involvestwo or more partiesthat have or perceive
incompatibility in both interest and val ues, or in strategy of achieving theendsdesired.

Conflictisastraininrelationship that goeswith emotion. Thehigher theemotion,
the higher thetendency of evolving conflict intengity, conflictindex includesmutua image
of misunderstanding, hostile utterances, actionsand responsesthat seek to put theinterest(s)
of other party in adisadvantaged position. Conflict isafrustration based attitude or a
protest against lack of opportunitiesfor development and against recognition and i dentity.
AsAja(2009) succinctly putsit “whether conflict or violence hasitsoriginin class, status,
ethnicity, sex, religion, nationalism or resource control, we are dealing with the same
fundamenta issue. Conflictismany atimeseenfromitsnegativesde. Many seeconflict as
setback and disintegrativein nature. Nonethel ess, conflict hasitspositiveside. Conflict
can symbolizeasmuch aslead to positive devel opment for individuas, groupsand society
at large. Conflict can beacorrectivesignal, or warning. It can bean integrative process
and devel opment driven. Onething must bebornein mind. Whether conflict isnegativeor
positive, it needsto betail ored towardsthe support of existing normsand rules of social
existencefor an uncontrolled conflict situation can be counterproductive.

Thereisacommon saying that “ there can beno smokewithout fire”. Inthe same
vein, therecan beno conflict without Signdss, crisswarnings, utterances, attitudes, decisons
andactions. Conflictsoccur when partiesareinsengtiveto early conflictindicators. Vigilance
and timely response to conflict indicatorswill enhance understanding of each party’s
perception will help ater the mindset of the primary actorsin support of well coordinated
and appreciated intelligence on conflict avoi dance prevention.

Effectsof Ethnicand Religious Conflicts

In ng the effectsof ethnic and religious conflictsthebasicideaisto find away of
controlling conflict to achieve peace. According to Obas (2009), thereisthetendency to
resolve conflict but peace may not be achieved. Religion isexpected to play therole of
peace making in conflict Situationsbut at timesit remainsthe highest identity marker for
conflict. Itisgenerally agreed that religion hasaunifying factor in the society. However, it
isalso clear that out of narrow mindedness, misunderstanding, fanaticism, religion may
asoblock socia progressand break downthesocid order. The negative effectsof religion
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make some peopl e doubt whether anything positive may comeout sincereligion hasbeen
usedtojustify killing inthe nameof God. Theissue of Boko Haram being aclear example
inNigeria, some States have been held hostage; many livesand property havebeenlost as
aresult. Theformsof violenceinflicted on peoplewerenct only physical but psychological.
Assuch many Nigerianshave been displaced, disoriented and traumati zed. Violencecan
be carried over time by traumas|eft behind by its effects on the body, mind and spirit.
Violenceleadsto physical, psychological and mord deformities. Ethnic conflictisnow on
theincrease. People are now more sensitive about their culturesand placesof origin. This
tendency hasaffected their outlook inlife, economy, education and social amenitiesthat
aredueto them. There are complaints of domination, marginalization and monopoly of
political powersby somegroupsagainst others.

Oneethnic group accusesthe other of dominating the economy and public service.
Allegationsof ethnic discrimination in appointments, jobs and admission into schoals,
busi nesstransactions and the sharing of amenitiesabound. Infact, thereishardly any
official policy that has not been seen to derivefrom the sole aim of promoting one ethnic
interest or the other (K esterner and Ray, 2002). Sometimes ethnicism and religion come
into play. Thisisthe casewhen oneparticular ethnic group belongsor professesaparticular
religion. For examplethe Hausasfrom thenorth aremainly Modemswhilethelgbosinthe
southaremainly Christians. Any conflict that occurs can be seenfromthelensof religion
and ethnicity. Thiscan be dangerous (Ahtisari, 2009). A typical major conflictsin Nigeria
isshown onthetable 1 below.

Table1: Mgjor Conflictsin Northern Nigeria

L ocation Date Religious Group Reported Cause
Ilorin riots 1998 & 1999 Muslim students and A non Muslim place of worship was
non-Muslim students demolished by Muslims (1998). Muslim

elders insisted that all non-muslim places
of worship be moved from the town.

Kano (Osama Bin Hausa (Muslims) and Protest against America’'s attack on
Ladin riots) Ighbo & Yoruba non Afghanistan
2001 Muslims

Kaduna riots 2001 Hausa (Muslims) & Igho Suspected against America's attack on
Afghanistan.

Kaduna riots 2002 Hausa (Muslims) and Igbo Planned hosting of the Miss World Beauty

and Yoruba non-Muslims Pageant in Nigeria

Kano 2004 Hausa (Muslims) and Igho Reaction to the Yelwa/Shendam crisis in

& Yoruba non Muslims Plateau state where many Hausa-Fulani
(Muslims) were killed.

Kano riots sumaila 2008 Muslims and non Muslims Cartoon of the Prophet Muhammad
purported to have been drawn on the
school wall.

Book Haram Jihad 2009 The sect against all non Intra-religious Islamic fundamentalism

Muslims and non adherents
(Muslim) to the sect.

Jos riots 2010 Muslims and non-Muslims Building of a mosque in a non-Muslim area
of the city.

Source: AjaA. (2009). Islam and Conflict in Northern Nigeria
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Table2: Fact Lineon Ethno-Religious Conflicts Scenariointhe Northern Statesof Nigeria

S/IN State Incidents

1. Adamawa Dumo ethno-religious conflict
Dumo ethno-religious conflict.

Numan riot and deposition of

Homa Bachama

2 Bauchi
Sharia conflict

3  Benue Zaki-Biam massacre

Attack on Hausa community

Ipav-Ukan crisis

Tiv-Jikun conflict

Oturkpo political conflict.
Political conflict in Kwande LGA

4 Borno Biu ethno-religious conflict

Danish cartoon riot in Maiduguri.

5 Kano Afganistan US ethno-religious

conflict

Jos reprisal ethno-religious

conflict.

6 Plateau

conflict.

PDP LG congress crisis,
Fulani-Beron conflict in
Barkin Ladi, House vs Taro
ethnic religious conflict.

Jumaat prayer conflict in Dilimi
Barlom; Ado ethnic crisis.

Wuse ethno religious conflict 1&2,
Fulani Taro conflict over

cow theft.

Hausa-Fulani against

indigenes conflict.

7 Taraba
conflicts.

Fulani Mambilla conflict.

8  Yobe Assault in Igbos in Potiskum

Assault on Igbos

Ethno-religious conflict

Wase ethno-religious conflict.
Quaan Pan-ethnic conflict
spillover of Wase conflict to
Langtang Jos Jumaat prayer
conflict Jos North LC Council

Kuteb=Chamba sectarian

Year-period
2002
2003

2001
2002

2001

2001
2001

2002
2002
2004

2000

2006

2001

2001

2004

2001

2001

2002

2004

2004

2001

2002

2003

2004

Casualities

10 civilians dead, 8 policemen dead
Mosques, churches, private and public
buildings set ablaze

No definite number killed
Many lives and properties lost

19 soldiers kidnapped and 16 soldiers
feared killed. A number of civilians died
and property destroyed.

Houses, mosques and property |ost.
Many lives and property worth millions
lost.

Many lives lost, many beheaded.

No definite record. Armed men killed.
100 persons and displace about 100
indegenes

Property worth N10Omillion destroyed
Ritual killing of a teenage girl.

Over 900 refugees. Millions of
property lost; many killed in the North
and South too.

Hundreds of people killed, 40 churches
burnt, billions of Naira lost.
Many lives lost, properties destroyed.

No clarity.
Lives and property lost.

5378 lives lost. Wives and children saw
their husbands and fathers killed
brutally. Widows and orphans
produced.

Lives and property lost.

No fewer than 1,500 Germai people
killed, 60 refugees produced. Millions
of naira worth of property lost.
1,500 death tool; roasted or slaughtered
about 350 people died. Several houses
and property destroyed.

200 people killed due to early army
intervention.

Over 53,791 cattle were allegedly
killed; several lives lost; about 23,647
pastoral Fulani fled to Cameroon.

Few lives lost. Millions of naira worth
of property destroyed.
Property lost

Source: Miriam Ikejiani-Clark as cited in Obasi (2009). Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution in Nigeria
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Assessment of the Effect of Ethnic and Religious Conflicts

Theéeffectsof religiousand ethnic conflictsin Nigeriaaremany and varied. It will takealot
of space and timeto cover. However, the presenter will limit himself to some sel ected
datesand areaswhere such conflictstook place. A survey of thefiguresof churchesand
Chrigtiansaffected bothin ethnicand rdigiouscrissarea arming (see attached for someof
these attackson Christians). Thedatashow usthe extent to which Christiansand indeed
Nigerianshavebeen affected. Thepictureof physicd, psychologica, emotiond and spiritud
painsinflicted no doubt show how they are hurt and demand urgent need for care, hedling,
consol ation and materia support. From the economic point of view, many of them have
lost dmost all they haveto surviveinlife. Their propertieswere destroyed and somelost
their lifeand livesof their loved ones. Socially, many have been displaced asaresult of
bodily injuriessustained either from bombs, gun shotsand psychologica tremor caused by
fear of death in theface of danger. Spiritually, some must have engaged themselvesin
reprisal attacks or engaged in planning for the death of their enemiesand assuch are
suffering from guilt. Such persons need spiritual healing. Priests must attend to such
parishionersurgently andwithlove.

Implicationsof Ethnicand Religious Conflictson Pastoral Care

Conflicts denote the absence of peace. According to Pope John Paul 11, ascitedin Obas
(2009) peaceisafundamental good which involvesrespecting and promoting essential sof
human values; theright tolife at every stage of itsdevel opment; theright to be respected,
regardlessof race, sex, or religious convictions, theright to material goods necessary for
life, theright towork andto afair distribution of itsfruitsfor awell ordered and harmonious
coexistence. Aspastorsof souls, wemust first seek for peace of the peopleweserve. This
wedo by defending thedignity of the person, commitment to fair distribution of resources,
harmonious and united promotion of asociety inwhich everyone feelswelcomed and
loved, theseare theindispensable premisesfor building true peace.

Rdigion contributesto peace buil ding by empowering thewesk, by influencing the
moral-political climate, by devel oping cooperation and providing humanitarianaid. As
pastors, we must ensure peace building by making sure we reach the weak through
entrepreneurial education, retreats, workshopsand symposia. We can help them acquire
someskillsthat will assist them liveaminimally comfortablelife. Religiousactorshave
been amajor forcefor social justice. The pastor can empower the poor of the parish to
form Peace M ovement that can chalengebad policiesby providing themwith theologica
support againgtinjustice. Inthethird world, many varietiesof theol ogy havebeen devel oped
whicharecritical of structurd violence.

Thebest known aretheliberationtheology of LatinAmericaand theblack theology
in South Africa. Some groups like peace workers can be formed in parishesto assist
peoplein conflict areas by seeking for help from parishionersof used clothing, food and
shelter especidly for refugees. A group like peace movement can a so hold pressconference
whenever thereareindicatorsof conflict (Synod of Bishops General Assembly, 2011).
The pastor can aso help build peace by influencing the moral-political climatewithin his
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environment. Traditionadly, Catholicshave not been sokindinjoining politics. A grouplike
peace movement with the ass stance of Justice and Peace Commission can go along way
ininformation seeking and disseminating such information to people (Xavier, 1995). Yet
another implication for pastoral careisthe preaching of faith tothefaithful. Thisfaith
preachingisintwo forms. First, we must preach faith to oursel vesthe shepherds of the
flock beforewe can preachit to others. Inthe Synod of Bishops X11 Ordinary Genera
Assembly, The New EraEvangelization for the Transmission of the Christian Faith, the
synod fathersemphasize on the need for prieststo havefaithin Christ by aludingto Luke
17:5"Incresseour Faith” whichistheapostlesprayer tothe L ord Jesuswhen they redlized
that faithwhichisagift from Godistheonly way of having apersona relationshipwith him
(Chrigt) and fulfilling their vocationsasdisciples. According to the Synod Fathers, theplea
of thedisciplesarosewhen thereisawarenessthat their limitationskept them from forgiving
others.Again, faithisaso needed in performing signswhichillustrate the presence of God
intheworld. To encouragethe disciples, Jesus used thefig tree, withered to itsrootsto
empower them and spur them to action.

Have faith in God. Truly | say to you whoever says to this mountain

“ Be taken up and cast into the sea and does not doubt in his heart, but

believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him.

Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask in prayer believe that you will

receive it and it will be yours (Mark 11: 22-24).
Withlotsof emphasison triumphal gospelsand fake healingsgoing onin some Pentecostal
churches, priestsmay be stymied and tend to withdraw from performing healing and all
that isrelated tolife. Many priestssometimeslack faith. Thisisnot asurprisefor eventhe
apostles exhibited lack of faith. That explainswhy Jesus on various occasions cautioned
thetwelvefor their lack of faith. To the question of why they were unableto cast out
demons, the master responds- Because of your littlefaith. The emphaseson the need of
thedisciplesto havefaithin Him aremany —Matthew 17:20, Matthew 8:26, Luke 12:28,
Matthew 16:809, Matthew 14:28, Matthew 14: 30-31, Matthew 14:33. The L ord prayed
for usthat our faith may not fail (Luke 22:32). Therefore, followersof Jesus Christ should
openthedoor of their faith and attend to the spiritual and psychological needsof people
around them.

New Eraof Evangelization
To assist thefaithful, the priest must devote lots of hisenergy to theword of God, and
celebration of the sacramentsespecially the Eucharist. The priest accomplishesthistask
by proclaiming and bearing witnessto the Christian life through the catechumen ate
catechesisand worksof charity. Using thewordsof thesynod fathers, ordinary evangelical
activitiescan bedonewith arenewed vigor. New methods and new forms of expressions
are needed to convey to the people of today the perennial truth of Jesus Christ forever
new and the source of al newness.

Only a sound and robust faith, witnessed in a poignant manner in the

lives of the martyrs, can give impetus to many short term and long

ranged pastoral projects, breathe new life into existing structures and
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spur a pastoral creativity to meet the needs of the people of today and

the expectation of present day society (Synod of Bishop General Assembly,

2011 pp 48-49).

Thenew evangelizationisvery necessary realizing that the number of people
embracing thefaith are enormous and noteworthy and demandsthat greater number of
peopleenter theministry of transmitting thefaith to them. The parish community becomes
the center of these communities, point of reference and coordination for awide range of
churchreditiesand pagtord initiatives. Thenew evangelization calsfor agreeter involvement
of catechistsand likewiseagreater commitment by the church ontheir behaf. Catechists
areimmediatewitnessand i rrepl aceabl e evangelizerswho represent the basi ¢ strengths of
the Christian communities (Synod of Bishop General Assembly, 2011). Toindicatetheir
importance, the synod fathers advocated the need to reflect more deeply on thetask and
providethemwith more stableliving conditionsand grester training and visibility inthelr
services. Enough attention has not been given to thisgroup of christians, noted the Synod
Fathers. Theconditionsof serviceand training are not meeting up with the demandsof the
time. Therefore, thisstudy isin support of theideathe Synod Fathersraise- thepossibility
of giving the catechist asinstituted, stable ministry within the church. Alongside, there
should beanew zedl to send priestson further studies. The seminary training alonewill
never be sufficient for the demands of the new eraof evangelization. Infact priestsshould
be alowed to take coursesin Departments of Humanitiesand Sciences. Thisgoesinline
withthesynodfathers wishesthat the consecrated lifewill makean essentia contribution
tothenew evangdization, especialy in education, hedth careand pastord activity, primarily
among the poor and thosein need of spiritua and materia assstance. These setsof people
includetherefugees, the psychologicaly hurt, the displaced, destitute, and much more. To
reach thisgroup, each parish must evolve powerful groupssuch as* peaceworkers and
youth ministry. Therenewed dynamismin the Christian community will lead to renewed
missionary activity (mission and gentes) which isnow more urgent than ever, giventhe
large number of the peoplewho do not know Jesus Christ.

By alowing themto beanimated by theHoly Spirit, Christianswill then bemore
attuned to their brothers and sisterswho despite being baptized have drifted from the
churchand Chrigtian practice. Many Catholicshaveleft thechurch for Pentecostal. Some
managed to come back while othersnever did. Therenewed evangdlization must also be
directed at these peopl e so that they can rediscover the beauty of their Christianfaithand
thejoy of persond relationshipwith the Lord Jesus Christ in the church and the community
of thefaithful.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

The datashowing the effects of ethnic and religious conflictson Christiansindicate the
urgency of theneed to assist Christiansand other religiousto have peace and security. The
church must asusud cometo theaid of those affected through material help and spiritual
programmes. The priestsmust be sensitiveto conflict indicators. Thereareawayssignsof
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conflict beforeit starts. So everyone must be observant and take appropriate actions
beforeit happens. The priestsmust educate the people on theimportance of peace. Peace
educationistheprocessof proactiveenlightenment on theknowledgeand skill of observing
and responding to early warning indicators. It isto help parties appreciate thelossesand
pains. The priest must open communication channel sasaguideto control misconception
and misinterpretation of intention of either party. Conflict should be suppressed beforeit
explodesby usudly employing freeflow of communication andinformation making dialogue
the supremevalue and strategy of conflict prevention. A new vigour on the sacraments.
High attention should be paid to the preparation for sacramentsof baptism of adultsRCIA.
The priest must pay particular attention to the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Adequate
time should begivenfor its preparation and conduct. Homilies should bewell prepared
and delivered with new formsof expressions. The study of psychology and counsealing
should be made compulsory in the major seminaries. Above all, to meet the needs of
parishioners, the priestsand catechists must be properly trained. Capacity building by way
of training and retraining of the clergy should be encouraged.
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