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ABSTRACT
This study examined socio-political conflicts in Ekiti State, especially since the
re-emergence of civilian democracy in 1999. It explained why minor socio-
political disagreementsin Ekiti Sate often degenerate into tenuous, violent and
intractable communal upheavals of blood-letting proportions. As usual, for a
work of this nature, examples were drawn from conflicts of the past and some
lingering situations still begging for permanent resolution. While it may be true
that economic poverty, elite manipulation or competition for scarce resources
and underdeveloped political class are factors which always compound the
Ekiti State problem, the study also draws attention to the fact that Ekiti State is
not as homogeneous as often glibly assumed. Thewrite - up goes ahead to suggest
ways and means of achieving maximum homogeneity and social integration of
the Ekiti society, asdesirable stepsfor future resol ution of socio-political conflicts.
Keywords: Homogeneous, homestead, hegemonic, poverty, pervasive, conflictual.

INTRODUCTION

Theminor disagreement over the permanent Siteof asocia amenity withintheneighbouring
townsof Iseand Emure Ekiti gradually snowba led into atense, dangerousand war-like
Situation between thetwo fraternal communities. Beforethe problem could bereslized,
trailer-loads of petitionsand counter accusations kept arriving at the Presidency with
precision and regularity. Beforethefirst Peace Team from Abujacould reach Ondo State
(then), minorspark had turned the disagreement into asmall scale civil war, with human
and economic casualties on both fronts. All suggestions proffered, in good intentions, to
dousetherage and fury of the people, were cynicaly turned into gun-powder for thelocal
combatants. Intheend, when every neutral andintelligent effort had failed, thegovernment
wasforced to bifurcate and createtwo separatelocal Government Authoritiesfor thetwo
small towns. Asscholarsand students, we haveread of Situationsaptly described as'flight
of reason and moment of temporary insanity' but the sustained and prol onged period of
irreconcilable antagonism and pervasive mutua hatred between Ekiti kinsmen defiessociad
logic and common sense. It callsfor serioussocia research (Aboyade, 2002). Thecrisis
which Professor Ojetunji Aboyade described did not occur inthefourth republic butinthe
early yearsof President | brahim Babangida, when Ekiti State wastill part of theold
Ondo State. Itisobvious, therefore, that these socio-political conflicts, of volatile and
volcanic nature, had been with Ekiti for somelong time. What isit that makes conflict
resolution so arduousin Ekiti?Why arethe peoplegivento thiswinner-takes-all position
whichisquite antithetic to the democratic logic of give and take? Why should politics
(whichisajaw-jaw vocation) often descend into exchange of fistsand violencein Ekiti?
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Or, wouldit begppropriateto say thet Ekitisarebellicose, belligerent and giventoirrationdity
of actioninsituations of competition? Only athorough and painstaking researchinto the
psycheand socia sync of Ekiti can answer these questions. It would beasad commentary
to dismissand rubbish such anintelligent sub-race or paint them in the odious col ours of
irrationality and belligerence. Thisstudy wastriggered off by theinnocent but perceptive
question of afind year Political Sciencestudent in College of Education, Ikere-Ekiti, when
sheobserved that: "contrary to the expectationsfrom homogeneous societies, Ekiti State
has produced more civilian governorsthan the heterogeneous states around her and has
been involved in more complex and intractable social conflictsthan most states. Why?

Straight away, the question rai sed four fundamentd issues: (a) How homogeneous
isEkiti State? (b) Why do normal disagreements and differences|ead to deep rooted
antagonismsin Ekiti State?(c) Arewesurethat factual history, sociology and anthropology
support the"assumed oneness’ of EKkitis, despitethelinguistic linkage between all Ekiti
townsand homesteads? (d) How come politicstendsto descend to vol atil e atavistic pursuit
inEkiti State?Aspreiminary effort, thisstudy hopesto situate and explainthereasonsfor
thetenuous, rigid relationships between political actorsin Ekiti State. The study would
shed light on the sociological composition of the townswithin the State and show why
completehomogeneity or maximum socia cohesionhasproved dusive, thusfar, but remains
afeasbleredlizableaspiration of al Ekitis. Aboveall, the" centre-periphery” postul ation of
the Latin American political economistsisespecially true of Ekiti. A cursory look at the
place of Ekiti inthe political and economic structure of the South-West may possibly
explaintheacuteand pervasive poverty of the Ekitisvis-avistheir ethno-siblingsin Lagos,
Oyo and Ogun States.

Socio-political Realitiesin Ekiti State: In just twelve years of the fourth civilian
democratic government inNigeria, Ekiti State hasthe solid ditinction of having the highest
turn-over onthegovernorship seat. In elevenyears, eight (8) different personshave been
ontheseet for varying lengthsof time. Akinaso (2009) calsit "thehighest attritionratein
any civilian political officein Africa, since 1960, an indication of amalignant cancerous
affliction, beggingfor thesurgeon'sscapd." Within e even short years, thefollowing persons
havegoverned Ekiti Stateascivilian Governors, somefor few days, somefor few months:
OtunbaNiyi Adebayo, Mr. Ayo Fayose, Chief Friday Aderemi, Rtd. General Olurin, Mr.
TopeAdemiluyi, Engr. Segun Oni, Chief Tunji Odeyemi and Dr. Kayode Fayemi. What a
longlist! In many States of thefederation, only two persons have occupied similar office,
thusfar. Asif thiswerenot enough, Ekiti State hasa so witnessed itsown Spate of political
assassi nationsand violence, especidly during thetime of Ayo Fayose asgovernor. Four of
the deathsrecorded during the period were declared by the Police aspolitical homicides.
Theseinclude Dr Ayo Daramola of Ijan-Ekiti; Kehinde Fasuba of Ado-Ekiti; Tunde
Omojolaof Ifaki-Ekiti; and Segun Ayagaof |lawe-Ekiti. Therewereother violent clashes
whichledtoamputation of legsand armsat | se-Ekiti and Oye-Ekiti. Asrightly and poignantly
pointed out by Aboyade (2002), Emure Ekiti becameaone-community local government
authority becauseof intractable, perennia problemwith 1seEkiti. ThesamewithIsewhich
also becameasingletown Loca Government Authority. The historical rivary between
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Ado Ekiti and Ikere Ekiti has been gravely documented in many books (Aboyade, 2002;
Aina, 2006; Morakinyo, 2006; Shonubi, 2005, Fasuan and Alabi, 2001; Taiwo, 2011and
Tandbrook, 1982). Ikere-Ekiti today isalso asingletown local government entity. Efon
Alaaye had to become one community local authority when Okemes wasremoved, for
peace-saketo Ekiti West. Theimplication of thefore-goingisthat history atteststo the
deep-seated rivary or animousity between severa townsin Ekiti State, oftenliving at very
closeproximity. Thelast mgor warsinthe Yorubaland created asituation whereby fleeing
peoplewereforced to resettle around the same areaswith peoplewho mutually distrusted
themsealves. Theyearsof trans-Atlantic davery also exacerbated the crisisof trust inthat
rival communitieswereaccused of capturing and selling off kit and kinsof neighbouring
communities(Ade-Ajayi, 1978).

Sociologigal Composition of Ekiti Homestead Explanation: Any attempt to trace
and explain the crisesin Ekiti politicsthrough the over-flogged paradigmsof colonialism
and military interventionwould befutile. Indeed, it would beaschildishassmply explaining
al theproblemsof Israel through the prismsof Adolf Hitler'sphobiaor theradicalism of
HAMASaone! (Aluko, 1992). Granted, there are scholarslike Tyoden and Amuku, who
interpretevirtually all social crisesfromthe anglethat military ruleled to the genera
militarization of the peoples psyche; and that thismilitarized psychetendsto promote
violenceand hardened spiritin Nigerians approach toissues(Morakinyo, 2006; |boghere,
2009). Ordinarily, thishypothesi s appearsto have some credit but, asexplanation for Ekiti
violenceand conflict, it failscompletely. Indeed, thisthesiscannot explain theunsurpassable
roleof Ekitisinthe"operation wetie" of 1966; neither can it be used for the 1983 arson
after theAjasin-Omoboriowo palitical face-off.

TheArthur Gunder Frank (1990) exposition onthe Center-Periphery theory holds
some promise here. The sea port and the airport in Lagos provide a minimum of one
thousand jobseveryday for unskilled and unregistered |abour. The megawarehousesin
Apapaand Ikegjafurther providedaily livelihood for additional thousand (Aina, 2006).
Thenatura beachesin Lagosand the hordeof visitorsfurther reduce economic poverty in
Lagos, the center of the South West. Ekiti, onthe other hand, isthefarthest away fromthe
center; opportunitiesarerareand thereareno natural landmarkslike seaand beachesfor
exploitation. Poverty isnot only pervasive, itisan everyday fact-of-lifecapableof diminishing
thefiner human attributes of generousity, humanitarianism, accommodation and open-
mindedness. Therefore, wherever an opportunity comesto Ekiti, thecompetitionisusudly
stiff and steep asdl the segmentsof the society get involved in the competition, fromthe
affluent to the poorest, the Kabiyesi to thelayman, the educated to the unl ettered.

Recently, thelocation of the Federal University in Ekiti cost aserving senator his
seat, not to talk about the months of tension and hostility between Oye Ekiti and Ikole
Ekiti which only subsided when some coursesand programmeswere ceded to Ikole, as
mini campus. The Gamestheory and Power doctrine of Political Sciencedo not capture
theredlity of Ekiti case and neither successfully explainsthe problemsof conflictinthe
State. Inthefirst instance, the political leadersand opinion mouldersin Ekiti Stateare
awayshe plessin situationsof violent conflicts, knowing that such conflictseven threaten
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their respectivepolitical relevance. Consequently, further analysismay yield better results
if our intellectual searchlight isdirected moretoward the history and sociology of the
people. Right from the onset, we must clearly reiteratethe sociologica fact that Ekiti isnot
ashomogeneous as erroneously propagated but Ekiti standsachance of becoming the
least heterogeneous, if carefully managed. We now know, asafact, that the suffix "Ekiti"
whichfollowsthe name of every townin the stateisageographical termreferring tothe
mountainousterrain and not asociological brand (Balogun and Ayandele, 1999). Indeed,
Ekiti State people are extractionsfrom Ife, Egba, 1jebu, Oyo, ljesha, Kabba, returnees
from Beninand someoldindigenousEkitis. Efon Alaayeisdirectly from Ifewhile Okemes
isanextraction of Ilesha Thefirst Alaayeof Efonwasactually recalled back toIfe, asthe
14th Ooni of lle-Ife. Ilogbo, Ido and Orahave ahigh dose of Oyo settlerswhile Ado,
Ikere, ljan, [luOmoobaaretraced to origina returneesfrom Benin. lyin, [laweand Igede
have aheavy population of personsknown to have migrated from Osogbo.

Us Ekiti, orally, claimssuperiority over |le-Ife, saying that Orunmila(the god of
wisdom) stayed in Us beforemigratingtoIfe. Erio, Orun, ljeluandIreclaimto havebeen
ontheir sitesbefore new settlers and war-displaced peoplejoined them. Aisegbaand
Agbado are undeniabl e extractionsfrom the Egba-sub nation. Omuo-okeissociologicaly
different from Omuo astheformer claimsto have migrated from Kabbawhilethelatter is
traced to Ife. Theimplication of thefore going is profound. Sincethese people are off-
shootsof different sub-nationswithin the Yorubanationality, quarrelsand disagreement
can easily take violent and uncaring paths, resulting into obdurate intransigence and
bloodshed. The Ekitis were the last of the Yoruba race to accept politics as superior
cdling. For alongtime, they regarded iron-smithing, weaving, farming and themilitary as
superior professionsand vocations. It hasbeen argued, rather successfully, that the Ekiti
Parapo war lasted for fifteen years (1878-1893) because the Ekitis did not have the
politica classto negotiatethetermsof thearmistice evenwhen the Ekiti soldiershad won
thewar after eight years. Thewar cameto anend only whenthepolitical classof Oyo, Ife,
and the British Colonial power stepped in. (Morakinyo, 2006) Right after thewar, the
Ekitiswentinto preferredisolationism, just liketheAmericansdid after their war of liberation.

Inthe sameway asthe Yankeeswere compelled by circumstancesto comeout of
isolation, the Ekiti nation too has had to retraceits stepsand grudgingly accept politics
(AdetoyeandAjayi, 2006). Theimplication of thishistory isinstructiveinthat it shows
clearly that Ekitisarenot yet expert politicians. Itisonly natura that the political classwill
make mistakes of conflictslearn from the conflictsand even usethe crises as necessary
stumbleswhichwould lead to further purification of Ekiti politicsand history (Shonubi,
2005). Higtorically, it hasbeen discovered that while sometowns cametogether toform
bigger units, sometownsopted for bifurcation and splitting asthey were becoming big.
Ikole, Ikere, llupgju and lyemero belong to thefirst group while Orin, Igbara, Ayede
belong to the second category. These historical and sociological differencesal so show
clearly how external forcescould easily gain footholdsin the politicsof Ekiti State. The
Oyo can penetratethrough Ilogbo axiswhile K ogi politicsmay easly find accommodation
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in Omuo Oke and K ota. Opposition groups can readily establish satellite basesin Ekiti
because of itssociology and thereby turnminimum problemsinto maximum chaos. Thatis
wheregood |eadership, suffusedin full understanding of the socia environment becomes
imperdtive.

Absence of Hegemonic Leadership: Our excursion into the history and sociology of
Ekiti Statefurther reved sthat Ekiti isprobably theonly Yorubasub-nation that has, sofar,
not produced astrong hegemonicleader. In classical politica sciencetheories, hegemonic
|eaderships are considered negative for democracies but experience has shown that
hegemonic |eaderships have played positiverolesin the democracies of thethird world,
especialy inAfrica. Inthesixties, Chief Akintolaof Ogbomaosho provided hegemonic
leadership in Oyo province. Adel abu (Penkelemesi), Adel akun and Adedibu followed
serialy in Ibadan politics. In Ogun State, Adegbenro, Abiolaand Obasanjo, at different
times, provided hegemonic|eadership which guaranteed stability. Ajasinin Ondo, Jekande
in Lagos, Enahoro, Ogbemudiaand Anenihin Edo politics, Saraki in Kwaraand Late
Obafemi Awolowo for the entire Yorubaland. Ekiti has never produced ahegemonic
leadership under apolitically sophisticated person. Thisabsencein Ekiti politicshasaways
led to acacophony of boastful andinexperienced paliticians, parading themsel vesas|eaders.
A dominant palitical figuremay not beidedl for robust democraciesbut thestabilizing and
tranquil effect of such aleader in aheterogeneous polity cannot be quantified. At any rate,
Nigerian politicsisyet to becomerobust!

Absenceof Strong Juridical Groupin Ekiti: If no man had been formidable enough
to establish hishegemony, thefailure of astrong, decisive, semi-judicia leadership group
that can boast of controlling 60% of Ekiti mindsissorely regrettable. Inagesgoneby, cult
groups and age-grades did thework. In several sub-nationsof the Yorubastalk, some
potent and powerful societieswerereformed and transported to themodernday living. In
Egbaand Ijebulands, the Ogboni Cult metamorphosedinto Refined Ogboni Confraternity
andloca Rosicrucianswith strong control and instant justice over cantankerousand unruly
indigenesof |jebuland and Egbaand. The Oyomes and theAre of theold Oyo transited
into powerful societiesthat still hold Ibadan and Oyo in check. Ascosmopolitan asLagos
is, IsdleEkowhichisregarded asthetraditiona home of authentic L agosianscontinuesto
monitor familiesand offspringsthrough the Igunu society. This society had developed
modern machinery for controlling riotous, restiveand combustiveagitating L agoschildren
and adults. Unfortunately, thereisno such traditional leadership group or society in Ekiti to
exercise prerogative of peaceduring conflict Situations.

Taken together, thispaper has attempted to establish thefoundation of conflictsin
Ekiti State politics. Socio-Poalitical conflictsof violent and dangerous proportionshave
been with Ekiti for along time. Theoperation ‘weti€' of 1966, the 1983 Omoboriowo Vs
Ajasinface-off, the|se-Emure conflict, the 1997 tension over the creation of new local
authoritiesand the political assassinations of thefourth republic are mere pointersto the
lack of capacity of theEkiti sub-nationto ded with mgjor disagreement through homegrown
native arrangements. Many of thewell known theories which deal with conflict and
competition do not compl etely explain the Ekiti menace. Inthisrespect, neither the Games
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theory nor the Power Doctrine can reasonably explainall thedimensionsof Ekiti conflicts.
TheLatiinAmerican political economists theory hasbeen hel pful inanaysisbut not asfull
explanation. Inthelight of thisshortcoming, the study looked at sociologica and historical
background of the peoplefor more clues. Ekiti Stateisnot ashomogeneousasgenerally
believed. From the sociological composition of the people and their legendary, we can
authoritatively confirm that Ekiti State is peopled by extractionsof various Yorubasub-
nations: Egba, 1jebu, Oyo, |jesha, Ibadan, Osogbo, Benin, Kabbaetc. In spite of the
diadectica affinity, the peoplestill do not seethemsel vesasone. Homogeneity would only
be achieved | ater, through progressive and sound |eadership. Asof today, Ekiti Stateisnot
made up of one solid sub-nation but aplethoraof sub-nations, with conflicting aspirations,
livingincloseproximity.

Acuteand pervasive poverty addsto the hardening of positionsduring conflictual
or competitive situationsin Ekiti. Thereisno doubt that occasional opportunitiesfor
development and sdlf transformation are contested asif nonewould come again. Project
Stesand gppointmentsof townsmeninto rosy positionsassumeanew meaninginthestate
because of thegenera poverty of opportunities, especialy when comparedto their fellow
neighbouring statesin the South West. Theljebu man from Ogun State can claim both
Ogun and Lagosas state of origin. The same appliesto the Egba, but for Ekiti, theonly
opportunity for career advancement isessentialy within Ekiti State.

Intermsof experience, conversancewith terrain and yearsof practice, Ekitisare
still relatively new inreal power politics. Sincethey werethelast to reluctantly accept
politics, they are bound to make the usua mistakesand blundersof beginners. Politicsis
not redlly “the pitch for pastorsand righteous persons’. Truth cannot always be guaranteed
and paliticians have been known to manufacture stories, twist facts, bend truths, break
promises and prevaricate even on oaths. The average Ekiti person, whosewordishis
bound of honour, isonly just getting to realizethat politics may, indeed, bean extremely
perfidiousfidd. Itisonly when such knowledge s nksdeegp enough and becomespervasive
enough that thetendency to go violent on political matterswill diminish.

Theabsence of strong and reverred individual leadership in Ekiti aswell asthe
absence of active societiesthat can discipline unruly behaviour meansthat the statewould
continuetofind it difficult to control deviant, violent behaviour amongst citizens. Sofar, no
hegemonic leader hasemerged from Ekiti and the potent Ogboni society which hasvast
operationsin other Yorubastateshasonly minimal presencein Ekiti State. Late Chief Bola
Ige singularly stopped the 'brewing war' between Esa Oke and |jebu Jesain 1976. A
smilar feat wasachieved by Anthony Enahoroin the 1981 crisisbetween two Esantowns
of Igueben and Uromi. In Ekiti, nobody commands such respect and followership.

The complexitiesand contradictionswhich have been highlighted in this study
have been within the Ekiti society for agesand havetended to obfuscate many intelligent
suggestions, especidly during conflict periods, becausetheseissueshave not been attended
tofor along time. Ekiti state's penchant for violent conflict hasnow becomethetask of
massive social mobilization project, which must be rooted in profound analyses,
substantiated by facts of history, sociology and politics (Specter and Robbins, 2000).
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Such asocial engineering enterprisewould not only sanitizethe state, it would al so build
necessary infrastructure. Most important assignment for Ekiti leadershipisto squarely
facethe poverty index inthestate. A progressive systemati ¢ transformation of theeconomic
base of thelivesof the peoplewould surely makeamajor impact on the peopl €stendency
and inclination towardsviolencein the settlement of political disagreement. Ekiti State
leadership cannot afford the diversion of 60% of the official allocation to waste and
corruption which Iboghere (2009) provesto bethe case at Federal and Statelevels. Such
ahugeproportion of official alocationif deployedto rea developmenta projectswould
transform thelivesof citizens, open more opportunitiesfor Ekiti people and gradually
reduce the hardened posturing of the constituent components of the Ekiti society. The
give-and-take attitudeis possible only in an environment where basi c needs have been
met, and, that must bethetarget of governancein Ekiti Stateif it intendsto diminateviolent
conflictsand political conflagrationsfromitspolity. It isobvioushowever, that atimewill
comewhen an Ekiti son or daughter shall rise aboveall the petty local sentimentsand
contradictionsto become astrong hegemonic forcethat can hel p diffusetense conflictsin
thestate.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Socio-political conflicts have been recorded in virtually al thethirty-six states of the
federation but the violent and often irreconcil able disagreementsarebecoming typical of a
few states, Ekiti being one. There are those who point to the congtitutional arrangement
and the politica system of winner-takes-all asthemain reasonfor political violenceand
trench mentality in Nigeria'sdemocracy. Somehaveargued that thelong yearsof Military
ruleled to themilitarization of the general psyche of Nigeriansand perhapsexplain why
dialogueand mutua concessionsarein short supply (Achebe, 1983). The Ekiti version of
socio-political violent conflicts had been traced beyond theseinitial hypotheses, asan
indepth look at the history and sociology of the peoplefurther shed light on other factors
which appear to be responsible for the hardening of spiritsin Ekiti State. All these
notwithstanding, thereisabundant hopethat the peoplewill sooner or later overcomethis
problem of political violence if steps identified by this study are considered for
implementation.

Inthisdemocratic dispensation, the political partiesoperating in Ekiti State must
takeitstask of selecting candidatesfor political officevery seriously. The emergence of
neophyte, inexperienced and (often) immature persons as candidatesfor top positionsin
government isadirect indictment of thepolitical parties operatorsin Ekiti State. Helmsmen
in Ekiti need to be sengitive, experienced and knowledgeabl ein the history and sociology
of the people. At both the executive and legid ative platforms, the past twel veyears of Ekiti
politics have been characterized by the el ection of those described as™EKkiti Returnees’
and " Ekiti Tokunbos' as Governorsand Speskersof the State House of Assembly. Many
of them did not live up to peoples expectationsand some even showed signsof not really
knowing their subjects. Thepalitica partiesshould henceforth bedert toitsduty of weeding,
assessing and sel ecting capabl e candidates for el ections and subsequent governance.
Hegemonicleadershipisnot aproject that can be magically conjured or manufactured.
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