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Social SudiesEducation asan Antidoteto Corruption
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ABSTRACT

The study investigated Social Studies education as antidote to corruption
among political classin Nigeria. Theresearcher discovered that social studies
focus on citizenship education. Citizenship is the process through which
Nigeria political class can acquire and internalize the values, sentiments
and societal norms that is relevant to occupying political offices including
anti-social and unguided political exuberance. It is with this mind-set that
the researcher recommended among others that: Nigeria political class
should be given general orientation on social studies education, they should
acquire social skills that involves self-control in public offices and to be
very familiar with the common values of our societies as enshrined in the
constitution of the federal Republic of Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION

Thestudy examinessocid studiesasantidoteto corruptionamong thepoalitical classin
Nigeria. Thefocusof social studieseducation iscitizenship education. Citizenship
educationisthe processthrough which Nigeriapolitical classacquireand internalize
theval ues, sentimentsand normsof the society inwhichthey actively getinvolvedinto
ensurethat the common goal of the citizens of the society iscatered for including
resisting anti-socia and unguided political exuberance. Citizenship educationinvolves
critica thinking, politica activismor inquiry into thegoa sand va uesof agood citizen.
Citizenship education must belikened to citizenship skills. Citizenship skillsmeanthe
learned ability to reason critical about causesand morality. Thisinvolvesbeing well
informed and be ableto gather relevant facts, communicatewel | and organized groups.
Citizenship may beviewed asalimited notion. It hasnot covered thewholeof morality
not eventhewholeof political morality. For instance, thereare circumstancesinwhich
moral personsisseentobeabad citizenasin political uprisingsand other revalts.
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Similarly, socid studiesisvery much concerned with raising thelevel of awarenessof
thepolitica classand aso encouraging the pooling of human and natural resourcesfor
the collectivewdll being of the people. Thisisalso the centra task of massmobilization
programme of the Federal Republic of Nigeria“MAMSER. That isthe acronym:
mass mobilization for self-reliance, socia justice and economic Recovery. Basicaly
set-up toinculcateinto the political classvalues, the habitsand the orientation to lead
without coercion to theemergenceof agrest self-reliant civil society inwhichjustice,
duty, responsibility, to tolerance and commitment to national causereigns supreme.
Mamser hasantecedent. Oneof theantecedentsof MAM SER isBuhari’sWar Against
Indiscipline (WAL, 1984). 1n 1987, BabangidaAdminisirationsarmed with acatal ogue
of socid illscameupwithMAM SERwhichisthefirg inditutionalized mord inditution
inNigeria Among myriad problemsthat necessitated MAM SER are: instead of honour
and honesty, corruption reigned supreme on alarge scale, confusion and growing
poverty, depended slavishly on westernideals, disgracefully indebted to financial
inditutionswithin andinthedevel oped world, battingwith socid, politica, and religious
confusion become expertsin consumption of thefruitsof others' labour, indiscipline,
glory in confusion and empty pride. Thesearethe quality of thepalitical classinthe
sceneof politicstoday. Akinlaye (2003) positsthat socia studiescreate awvareness
and understanding in our evolving social, political and physical environment. The
awarenessincludenatural, man-made, cultural and spiritua resourcetogether rationdl
useand considerationsof the resourcesfor national development for the citizenry.

Theimplication of this assertion isthat social studies provide the public,
particularly, thepalitica ditesknowledgeandinformation about events, politics, society
and economy. Thiscorre ateswith thenotion of Arnett (1995) that socid theory stressed
the need for central development of conscience, role preparation and performance.
Theimplication of devel opment of the society dependson thelevel of awvarenessof
the politician. Itisin thisregard that Osakwe and Itedjere (2005) note that social
studies hasto do with the development of the political classknowledge, attitudes,
valuesand skillsthat are pre-requisitesfor societal development freefrom corrupt
practices. Hence Ezewu (1983) arguesthat every meaningful socidization providesby
socia studiestothepolitical classshould be directed towards political change of the
country.

CORRUPTION AMONG THE POLTICAL CLASS

Theterm corruption hasbeen viewed from various perceptions. For instance, Longman
(1995) defines corruption to mean dishonest, illegal behaviuor especidly of peoplein
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authority. Theabove assertion hasdirect relationship with Sagay (1995) that thereis
the general agreement that the ruling classin Nigeria has always been fractious,
unprincipled, grasping, cowardly and unpatriotic. It ischaracterized by arbrariness,
insengitivity, dishonest, aboveall power. Themembersof Nigeriapolitical classhave
abhorrencefor commitment to principlesin politicsand nationd life. Thus, membersof
the classare bought and sold, havenoloyalty toidealsand seek to bein politicslargely
to obtain any form of gratification. Membersof Nigeriaruling classhaveaproclivity
for corruption. Andreski (1968) arguesthat the political classhasanaturally strong
desireto steal. Asheputsit “the Nigerian political classhasapproximationsto pure
Kleptocracy that have been recorded. They use public fundsfor privateenrichmentin
the normal and accepted practicein Nigeriaand the exceptionsarevery minimal and
inconclusive. Andreski (1968) pinpoints corruption asamajor value of thegoverning
classof Nigeriarulers. Helocatesthe cause of corruption in the psychology of the
Nigeriasyndrome. Theproclivity for materia gratification through corruption precludes
membersof thepolitical classfrom committed political praxis. Indeed, in terms of
anomic and unprincipled conduct, membersof Nigeriapolitical classcan beranked as
perhapstheworst intheworld. Marx (1978) notesthat therulingideasin any ageare
theideasof theruling eitesinthat age. It isthusrule not amazing that ageneralized
state of anomic pervadesthe Nigerian nation and itspolitics.

Factors Influencing Corruption in Nigeria

Thereare many factorsthat influence corrupt practicesin Nigeria. One of thefactors
asidentified by Osakwe (2010) ispolitical insensibility. Herevea sthat amgjor pain
discerniblein Nigerian polity isthe palitical insensibility of the politicians. Heexplains
further thet the emerging environment hasthrown up politicianswho are not accountable
tothedectorate. Most of thepaliticiansare not interested intheir constituenciesrather
tolineuptherr private pursesand accountswith public foundsin millionsand billionsof
world denominationa currencies. Thereiswide-spread of sensbility that the political
classneglect societal development. They havenoiotaof interestinthewelfareof the
electorate. The Nigerian popul ace experience severe painsfrom the political class.
Thishasresulted to complaintsabout their corrupt practices. Saharareports (2011)
revealsascam on theAsaba40 billion Airport project in DeltaState that took atest-
runontheairport asasign of completion. Thetest-runisacomplete deceit for April
2010 polls. Theabovereport correlateswith the observations of Osakwe (2010) and
Aghedo (2006) that portray the effect of corruption experienced by theelectoratein
Nigeriapolitical scenes. They maintainthat corruption hasgrip Nigeriahostage. SNG
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(2010) reved sthat corruption practicesin Nigeriahave no boundary. It cuts across
thepolitical classfrom the Local Government, State, to the Federal echelon of the
Federa Republicof Nigeria

The Role of Social Sudies Education as Antidote To Thepolitical Class
Lawton and Durfour (1973) Identify socid studiesasinstrument for reshaping society.
In the same manner, Osakwe (1993) sees the nature, content and scope of social
studies asawopeon for devel oping new socio-political order. In other words, the
knowledge and skillsacquired from socia studiesserveasmeansfor achieving political
reformation to Nigerians. Social studiesissociety - based or related in the sensethat
itisgenered towards solving the problems of the society. Consequently, sociad studies
education in Nigeriaistailored to word the needs of the Nigerian society. Nigeriaasa
nationisbeset with myriad of problems. Foremost among the problems are those of
dishonesty, greed and selfish covetousness. Thereare other problemslikeinsecurity,
including social, economic and physical insecurity, political instability and politica
ignorance, lack of unity and corrupt practicesmost especidly anongtheNigeriapalitica
class. The objective of social studieseducation in Nigeriaiscondensed into these
broad areas.

1. Informetiondl learning
2. Skillslearning, and
3. Attitudesand valueslearning.

Though, thereisno general consensusasto the goalsof socia studies, thereisthe
notion that social studieshasinfluenceon the beliefsand valuesof the society that it
variability producesgood citizens. I n the post-independence of 1960, Nigeriaidentify
socid sudiesasaveritableorganfor reshaping thepolitical class. Itisused specificaly
to incul cate good citizenship, foster and enhance the Nigeriaway of life. Itisasa
meansof developinganew political order inNigeriaand aswell asmediumfor preparing
politiciansfor their rolesin political offices. InNigeria, thenational amsof socid studies
have been adequately explained. However social studiesattemptsat realizing the
following objectives:

I nformation learning: Thisistheknowledge component of socid studiesthat includes
creation of awareness and understanding of our ever changing social and physical
environment, for example, the physical and political metamorphosis of Nigerian
environment from 1960 to date. Thereisneed for efficient utilization and management
of our vast natural and human resources.

Attitudesand valueslearning: Theobjectiveof socia studiesintheareaof attitude
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and valuesinclude knowing the common values of our societiesasenshrinedinthe
congtitution of thefedera Republic of Nigeria Ability to make decisionsthat involves
choi ces between competing val ues.

Abilitiesand skill learning: Theability to liveand work together - that isthefesling
of comradeship. It alsoinvolvesdisciplinein public places, courteous; learning self-
control from public properties, sharing ideasand experienceswith others, andincul cating
the spirit of accepting defects but not bribing tribuna swith public fundsto enforcing
onesdlf into positionsof governance.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

The study draws attention to the use of social studies education as an antidote to

Nigeriapolitica classcorrupt practices. Theisbecausesocia studiescontentisdirected

towardstheacquisition of informationd capabilities, skillslearning, attitudesand values

that can reshaping one’s conveotous attitude tendenciestowards public properties
most especially fundsentrusted to political officeholders. Smilarly, other sudieshave

added to themeaning of political change. For instance, thetudiesof I1ta-Giwa (2001),

Nwankwo (2005) maintain that human changeisinevitablebut at timesintentional but

often not planned, controversiesand somechangeisfaster than others. Itisthischange

that takes place as human beings. Interact with societal problemslike politicsand
governancethat isbasically the background to socia studieseducationin Nigeria.

Thereforesocia studieseducationissignificantly. Based ontheconclusion above, the

important to Nigeriapolitical classarerecommended.

I. Political classshould begiven orientationsbased on socia studieseducation
beforeassuming politica offices.

. TheNigerian political groupsshould acquiresocid skills- thatisability tolive
andwork together, thefedling of comradeship that involvedisciplinein public
places. For example, learning of sdlf - control towardspublic funds

il Thepoalitica classshould befamiliar with the common val uesof our societies
asenshrined in the condtitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeriaand always
adheretoit.
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