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ABSTRACT

This study is on the involvement of library professional associations in the
development of primary school libraries. The aim is to examine the factors
and successes in South East Nigeria. The population of this study comprises
all the library professional associations in South East Nigeria. It uses
structured interview and document analysis schedule to generate data. The
twenty key players in the professional associations purposively sampled
participated in the study. Data are presented using the thematic order of
reporting, which provides the themes for the content analysis. It indicates
that professional associationswere very activein the development of primary
school libraries in the 1980's to early 1990’s. The activities that were in
place were awareness campaigns, training of teacher librarians, placing of
jingles, lobbying of gover nment and collaboration with other agencies. These
activities helped in school library development, but dwindled from 1990 as
aresult of creation of new States, retirement of key playersin the associations
fromcivil service. It concludes that selfless and dedicated efforts on the part
of professionalsis believed to have the power to rekindle the devel opment of
primary school librariesin South East Nigeria.

Keywords: Primary school library, professional associations, teacher
librarians, school development

INTRODUCTION

Librariesarevery crucid inany educationd indtitution, especidly primary school which
isthefoundation for al levelsof education. Well equipped schoal librariessupport the
curriculumand provideteachersand pupilswith adequatel earning resourcesfor teaching
and learning. Henceit becomesimperativefor school librariesto be recognized and
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devel oped. Recognition of therole of the school library and the movement for its
development gained grounds in the 19th century with a new educational trend
propounded by John Dewey. Thisnew trend advocated for resource based learning,
activelearning, learner centered and hands-on gpproach. Theseideasled to educationd
reformsinmany countriesin 1950s-1970s(Gaver, 1989). Nigeriaembraced thisidea
andreflecteditinthe Nigerian policy of educationin 1970, 1980 and intherevised
editionin2004. Thepolicy recognized librariesasaninstrument for achieving thegoas
of primary education (FRN, 2004). The new trend spurred many governmentsinto
developing theschool libraries. Certain congtructswereinthemind of these devel opers.
Suchareaswerepalicy vialegidation, development, personnd, infrastructure, programs
andfunding.

School librarieshave devel oped in different waysin different countries. Oberg
and Wright (1991) report that in Canada, library development was fostered by
government agencies. The ministries of education made way for new curricular
programmes and training of teachersto becometeacher librariansto take charge of
thelibrary. Schodl librarieshave d so been devel oped through internationd associations
such asInternational Associationfor School Librarianship (IASL); thiswasachieved
by networking, cooperation and collaborations (Tawete, 1991).

Thedevelopment of school librariesin Nigeriawasfirst advocated by library
professiona associaions, beginningwiththeWest African Library Association (WALA)
in 1954; they made some recommendations on the devel opment of school libraries.
Later on WALA gavebirthtothe Nigerian Library Association, of whichtheAnambra
State School LibrariesAssociation (ASSLA) wasasection. Thissection beganin
1963 asthe Eastern Nigeria School LibrariesAssociation, changing itsnamewhen
East Central State and |ater Anambra State were created (Dike, 1991).

Publiclibrarieshavedso beeninvolvedinschoal library devel opment through
thelibrary boards. The UNESCO seminar of 1953 held at | badan assigned some
schoal library functionsto publiclibraries. The UNESCO pilot publiclibrary project
for Africabased in Enugu State funded the Eastern NigeriaLibrary Board to develop
children’slibrary servicesto schools, using book boxes and book mobile services
provided by the board (Elaturoti, 2010). Obi (2002) also reportsthat the Anambra
State Library Board and the Bendel State Library Board rendered servicessuch as
staff training, and devel opment, supply of books and other materialsthrough book
depotsand book mobileservices, inter-library |oan service and, consultancy services.
Fromthe 70s, most statesin Nigeriahad library boards enacted with responsibilities
to providelibrary materiasto schools (Elaturoti and Udoh, 2002). Ogbonna (2006)
reportsthat theresult of thethreenational assessmentsof pupilsin primary schoolson
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level of competency in numeracy, literacy and life skillsby the Federal Government,
the United Nations | nternational Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF) andthe United
Nationfor Economic and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) between 1996 and 2003
reveal that therewasavery low level of achievementinliteracy skills. Thisstate of
affairsmay be connected to the poor state of librariesin primary schools. Thismay
have accrued from thelack of documentation and emulation of thelibrary professiona
Association’seffort over theyears, whichwould giveinsght for thefuture growth and
devel opment of school libraries. It isthereforeimportant to look at these school library
associationswhich had givenrisetofunctiona librariesat atime. Thiswill helpinthe
improvement of primary school librariesthat are presently in poor condition. Theaims
of thisstudy thereforeare:
1 To examinethefactorsof school library associationsin South East Nigeria
2. Tofind out themajor contributionsof library associationsin the devel opment
of primary school librariesin South East Nigeria
3. Toascertainthemaor chalengesof library associationsin developing primary
school librariesin South East Nigeria.

Emer gence of school library associationsin Southeast Nigeria

Thedevelopment of schoal librariesinNigeriawasfirst advocated by library professiond
associations, beginning with theWest African Library Association (WALA) in 1954;
they made some recommendations on the devel opment of school libraries. Later on
WALA gavebirthtothe Nigerian Library Association. According to Obi (2002), a
resol ution to have asub-committeefor the School Libraries Sectionin Eastern Nigeria
wastaken from the preliminary meeting on March 2, 1963 of the Eastern Nigeria
divison of theNigeriaLibrary Association. Thisoccurred after two teacher-librarians
became members of the executive committee and made school librariesamatter of
concern. The new association held several conferencesfor teacher librariansat that
period. They asoinitiated library feesin both primary and secondary schools. The
Association helditsfina training courseinAugust, 1966, just beforethe Nigerian Civil
Wer.

In 1967, thename Eastern Nigeriaceased to exi <, asthereweretwelve States
inNigeria. Thelibrariesof the State divison met andinaugurated on May 22, 1971the
East Centrd State Division of theNigeriaLibrary Association and the School Libraries
Section wasinaugurated on August 13, 1971. The creation of additional Statesfor
Nigeriain 1976 led tothemembers decisontodividetheassociationintotheAnambra
State School LibrariesAssociation, and the Imo State School LibrariesAssociation.
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It wasthesetwo associationsthat fell into thetimeframe of thisstudy astheir activities
were within the purview of the 1980s and made landmark achievementsin the
development of school libraries. They held joint activitiesuntil 1980, ending witha
refresher courseat Alvan Ikoku College of EducationinApril 1980, but then had to
separateto follow the new State government structure. The Anambra State School
Library Association (ASSLA) continued asasection of theAnambra State Nigerian
Library Association (NLA), whilethe Imo State A ssociation became abranch of the
Nigerianschool library Association and hosted itsannual conferencein Owerri in 1980.

Another round of State creationin 1991 |ed to further division and decline of
theassociation, thistimeintoAnambraand Enugu states. TheASSLA metin 1993to
try to divide assetsand published onelast issue of theschoal librariesbulletin, but after
that, theassociation ceased toexist. TheNigerian School LibrariesAssociation (NSLA)
wasformally launched in October, 1977 at the University of Ibadan following the6th
Annual Conferenceof the International Association of School Librarianship (IASL)
heldin July, 1977. Among other objectives, the A ssociation aimed at promoting the
interest of school librariesand mediaresource centresin Nigeria, providing aforum
for personsinterested in school libraries/mediaresource centres, and stimulating and
promoting theeffective utilization of libraries. Mogt of it aimed for the devel opment of
school librariesinall ramifications. TheAssociation worked for the devel opment of
school librariesat nationa and branchlevels. Another roleof NSL A wasthe preparation
and submission of guidelinesfor Nigerianlegidationfor school librariessmediaresource
centresto Federal and State Ministriesof Education and related parastatals. TheNSLA
also experienced alull inthe 1990s, following States creationin 1991 and during the
economic recession of that decade, no conference was held between the Sokoto
conferenceof 1991 and that held in Ibadanin 1997.

TheAnambraState School LibrariesAssociation wasresuscitated asabranch
of NSLA inOctober 1997, in preparation for the hosting of the 14th Annua Conference
of NSLA in1998. Thiswasinitiated by VirginiaDikeof University of Nigeria, Nsukka
and theAnambra State library Board under Ekweozor. Likewise, C. C. Ude, Director
of the Enugu State Library Board called together thosewho would form atemporary
executivefor Enugu State. The new branchesbaoth had strong tieswiththe State Universal
Basic Education Boards (SUBEBS) intheir States, aswell aswith the publiclibrary
and NigeriaLibrary Association (NLA) State chapters. The conferencewasheldin
Canahouse, St. Patrick’scathedral premisesat Awkaon 16-18 February, 1998, with
thethemeimproving the State of Librariesin Nigerian Schools’. The conferencewas
very successful asit wasreported in the associ ation’ sreport that about two hundred
teacher- librariansattended. TheA ssociation had agenera mesting of al themembers
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in July 1997 and February 1998 at Awka, Anambra State. It was there that an
anniversary conferencetagged NSLA at 21 was agreed to be held in October at the
University of Ibadan. Again, these meetings hel ped them to champion the cause of
librarianshipin schools. TheAwkaconference of the NSL A brought the casefor school
librariesto the attention of thegovernment. It wasa soinstrumenta to therebirth of the
two State branches which had been dormant since 1993. Enugu State hosted the
NSLA conferenceat the University of Nigeriain 2000, and the branch hosted another
conferencein 2006. Thereafter, the association again becameinactiveinthe State.

METHOD

The study adopted historical research design. Thisisbecausethe study intended to
find out past efforts geared towards the devel opment of primary schoal librariesinthe
South East Statesof Nigeria. Thestudy isconducted inthe Southeast Statesof Nigeria
comprisingAbia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu and Imo. Thetargeted populationfor this
study comprisesal the agenciesinvolved inthe development of primary school libraries
from 1980-2010. The accessible popul ation comprisestwenty key playerswho have
worked or aretill working intheagenciesand havebeen very activein thedeve opment
of primary school librariesduring thepast thirty years. Theseconsist of key functionaries
inthoseagenciesinvolvedin school library development, key individual sassociated
with the devel opment of primary school libraries, professional associations, and
nongovernmenta organizationsinvolvedin Primary school library devel opment. Fifteen
agencieswereidentified toinvolvein Primary School Library Development in South
East States of Nigeria between 1980 and 2010. The agencies are classified into
government (4), Publiclibraries(library boards) (5) and professional associations(6).
Thesamplesizefor thisstudy consistsof twenty people. These people haveworked
or arestill working in thefifteen agenciesidentified as having played apart in the
development of primary school librariesin the five states of South East Nigeria.
Purposive sampling techniquewas used to sdl ect the number of respondentsthat made
upthesamplesizefor thisstudy. Thissampling techniqueismostly used when specific
elementswhich satisfy some pre-determined criteriaare selected. Thiscriterionwas
determined by theresearcher because only those who participated in primary school
library devel opment from 1980-2010 in the agencies under study would havethe
required information relevant to attaining theaim of thisstudy.
Theinstrumentsemployed for collection of datainclude structured interview
scheduleand document analysisschedule. Theinterview schedulewasatwenty-one
iteminstrument. It wasdesigned in 12 clusters so asto cover the research questions
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for thisstudy. Thefirst cluster covered questionson thefactorsthet led to thedevel opment
of primary school librariesin Southeast Nigeriafrom 1980-2010. While the second
and third cluster dealt on the contributions of these agenciesin the devel opment of
primary school library. Thefourth and fifth cluster were on the successes and the
problemsthat hampered the devel opmenta effortsof theagencies. Theinterview was
held withindividual swho haveworked or still workinginthe agenciesidentified as
having played amagjor rolein Primary school library devel opment. These peoplemust
have held strategic positions in the agencies so as to give accurate and detailed
information on theissue. They include government functionariesin charge of school
libraries in government agencies, key officers in professional associations and
nongovernmental organizations.

The document analysis schedule was organized in such a way that the
researchersperusal of the agenciesdocument will bein linewith the purpose of the
study. Theintention wasto find out from the agencies document, their activities,
programmes and projectsembarked in the devel opment of primary School Libraries
inthe past and present, and al so find out resol utions of meetings held, contributions of
the agenciesin termsof donations, activities, funding etc. In additionto that, areas of
collaborationswerea soidentified with thisguide. Thedocument analysisguidehel ped
the researcher into finding out information that one cannot get from interview.

Theinterview schedule and document analysis schedulewerefacevaidated
by four experts in measurement and evaluation in Faculty of Education and the
Department of Library and Information Scienceat the University of Nigeria, Nsukka.
The validators were asked to look at the appropriateness of the wordings of the
instruments, coverage and other issuesasthey deemed it fit for astudy of thisnature
and to maketheir suggestions. Documentswere subjected to external and internal
criticism. Thiswasto make surethat the documentswere genuine and theinformation
found were correct and valuablefor thework. The observationsand suggestions of
thevalidatorswere used to producethefina draftsof theinstruments.

Datawere collected through examination of the agenciesdocumentsand face
tofaceinterview or telephoneinterview with key playersintheagenciesinvolvedin
primary schoal library devel opment. Thismethod was suitableasprimary and secondary
informationisessentia for thisstudy. Datawere presented using thethematic order of
reporting. The purpose provided the themes for the content analysis of the data
collected. Thisisbecausenoissuewill beleft behind asthethemesonthe devel opment
that took place during those periodswill be given good treatment.
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RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Contributions of the school library associationsto the devel opment of primary
schoal libraries: Theschool library associationsworked in different capacitiesinthe
development of primary school librariesin the southeast statesof Nigeria. Themajor
areasof contributionsof the school library associationswere: awarenessand advocacy,
training, development of standards, funding, programmesand services.

Awarenessand advocacy: The professional associationsworked very well inthe
areaof awarenessand advocacy. Persona communication (2011) inaninterview with
arespondent indicatesthat they embarked on an awvarenesscampaigninthe 80s, this
campaigntook theform of readership campaigninvolving theuseof posters, distribution
of fliersto schools, giving out postersto peopleinthe streetsand even tradersinthe
market, all to awaken the need for books and reading in the minds of people. The
awareness campaign al so took membersto thevillage chiefsin some communities of
Enugu Stateand Ebonyi State, for instance; thisled to thevillage chiefs' donation of
lands, and money asaway of helping build and equipping libraries. Inaddition to that,
therewere donations by the then Commissioner for Education, Professor NdukaEya;
these effortswereinformally made by the members of the association.

Inaddition to these, they embarked on competitionsof different typessuch as
the best schooal library competitions, reading promotion campaigns, jinglesand logo
competitions. A respondent notesthat awareness campaignsintheform of jingleand
logo competitionsthrough advert on radio and television wasavery good means of
establishing inthemindsof peopletheneed for libraries. Theintervieweesreport that
thethen Ministry of Information sponsored the jinglesafter considerable persuasions
by some members of the association. The researcher found in the Anambra State
School Libraries's Association’s minutes of meeting held in August 1980 that
announcement were sought from the Ministry of Information concerning campaigns
for the promotion of school libraries(ASSLA, 1992). Through these, the professional
associations spread the message of the need for school libraries and their rolein
education. Inthereport from OnitshaZone, Henry Nwokedi reportsinthe ASSLA
Newd etter that the awareness campai gn successfully saw to the establishment of forty-
five (45) primary schoolsin OnitshalL ocal Government Area.

The ASSLA according to arespondent kept the cause of school libraries
before the eye of governments; through |obbying and constant visitations during
conferences. Apart fromthis, two respondents add that they conducted annual refresher
courses, workshopsin different zones of the association and also brought out regular
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publicationsthat covered the reportsof the association’sactivitiesinthe zones. This
made them cover many schoolseven intherural areas. In fact the association went
downtothelocal level inthedevelopment of school libraries.

At Onitshaprimary schoolsfor instance, the Zonal Organizer, Henry Nwokedi
wasgiven assignment and relieved of classroom teaching so asto enable him carryout
supervision of school libraries. Heworked closely with the superintendent Clement
Agunwa, and together they persuaded the Parents Teachers association (PTA) of
several schoolsto build or set up schoal libraries. TheOnitshaDivisiond Library also
was reported to have cooperated, closely on training. Publishersbased in Onitsha
gave book donationswhileindividua philanthropists donated money asusual. This
wasthe aftermath of the awareness campaignsheld inthecommunities.

Training of personnel: TheAnambra State School Library Association developed
schooal librariesby training personnel. Thiswas donethrough refresher courseswhich
weredone amost annually so asto equip theteachersto man the school library very
well. These courses were held for the teachers and teacher librariansto get them
acquainted with therudimentsof librarianship so that librarieswould betaken charge
of and also used in teaching classes. The ASSL A coordinated organization of courses
with assistance from the host institutions such asthe Anambra State Library Board,
British Council, Alvan Ikoku College of Education and the University of Nigeria,
Nsukka, aswell as Publishersand Education Authorities. Theseingtitutions provided
financia support, resource personsand programmesfor the courses.

The State government sponsored participants while British Councils and
publishers often donated bags, stationery and refreshmentsfor the conference. The
conferences helped to rekindle the spirit of professionalism and quest for library
development among theteacher librariansand librariansaswell. Therewere several
instances of theserefresher courses. For instancein 1980, therewasarefresher course
for teacher librarians organized by thelmo State Library Boardin collaboration with
Anambraand Imo States School LibrariesAssociation. In 1982 there was another
refresher coursejointly organized by theAnambraState Library Board and theAnambra
State School LibrariesAssociation with additiona support from the British Council,
Enugu. Conferenceswerea so heldin 1980, 1988, 1991, 1993, and 1994 with themes
such as*” schoal library, centrefor life-long learning”, teaching of information skills
“deve oping of reading habitsand training teecher librariansfor Nigerianschool libraries’.
Some of these conferenceswere held in the Faculty of Education, and the Children’s
CentreLibrary, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, the British Council, and the State Centrd
Library. Theserefresher coursesand conferenceswere geared towards empowering
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teacher librariansto man the school librarieswith ease. Zonal refresher courseswere
also held during the 1980s. In the minutes of theASSL A of 1982, it was discovered
that in 1980, therewerezona refresher coursesheldin &. Paul CollegeAwka(ASSLA,
1982). Intheminutesof theassociations’ joint meeting of 1980 and subsequent years,
it wasreported that there wererefresher coursesheld by the associationin 1981 at
University of Nigeria, Nsukka, 1982 at Enugu Campusof the University of Nigeria.
Others are at the University of Nigeria, Nsukkain 1986, 1987, 1988 and 1989.
Therewerea so zonal non-residential refresher coursesheldin Abakaliki, Onitsha,
Enugu, Nsukkaand Awkazones.

Theseannual refresher courseswere supported by theAnambraState Library
Board and TheBritish Council. ThePublic Library helped out by providing venue/hall
and personnel for therefresher courseswhilethe British council also assisted with
accommodation, donation of library materialsused for therefresher coursesand other
exigencies. According to personal communicationswith an interviwee, therefresher
courseswereto teach theteacher librarianstherudimentsin librarianship, including
cata oguing and dassification, crculaion, organizing of knowledge, library adminidration,
how to set up librarieswith asmall budget, among others. Theresource personswere
invited fromthe publiclibraries, the Libraries of University of Nigeria, Nsukkaand
Alvanlkoku Collegeof Educetion, Owerri andlecturersintheseuniversities. Insupport
of therefresher courses, Obi (2002) providesamanual called A Manual for School
Librarieson Small Budgetsasatextbook for refresher coursesand amanual for use
inorganizing school libraries. Mr. Onebunnein aninterview commended Dorothy Obi
for making themanud availableinmost of theschoolsfreeof charge. Other publications
werethe Anambraand Imo States School LibrariesAssociation Bulletin, whichwas
edited by V. W. Dike. The Bulletin hel ped to document the activities of the organization
publish papersfrom refresher coursesand promoteitsactivitiesto the public.

The period of 1980'srecorded an increased participation by primary school
teacher —librariansin refresher courses and also an increased sponsorship of these
teacher librarians by the government aswel | asthe A ssociation . Report from Onitsha
zone indicated that 1980 saw an increased participation of teacher librariansin
workshops. Henry Nwokedi inasurvey of primary school librariesinthezonepraised
the achievement of the association in the development of 23 school librariesinthe
zone. The refresher courses helped the head teachers and teacher librarians to
demonstratewhat they havelearnedintheir various schools.

The association also lobbied for staff to operate school libraries. Another
respondent notesthat in the 1980’ sthat the association having known theimportance
of personnel in every establishment, |obbied the government, particularly, the State
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School Board, into adopting the association’ srecommendation that full-timelibrary
assi stants be appointed and posted to those school swith alibrary. During thisperiod
theMinistry established aschooal library sectioninthe Ministry of Education sothet the
needs of the school library would be championed there, says, another respondent.
The ASSLA also |obbied government on creating a duty post for teacher
librarianswith on extraalowance aswith games masters and othersand giving half
teaching load so that they would have timeto managethelibrary. In addition to that,
the association al so made sure that the State government accepted library studiesas
an approved courseto which serving teachers might use study leaveto get adegreeor
even sponsorship. A follow-up to thisistheissue of havingagood library school. Part
of the problem at that timewasthat only the University of | badan Library School
existed then, so in order to have more librarians, the Association fought for the
introductionin 1982 of Library Scienceasacourseof study inthethree post-secondary
colleges of education in Anambra State. More so, the Association lobbied for the
establishment in 1983 of the Department of Library Science, Faculty of Education,
Univergity of Nigeria, Nsukka, offering afirst degreecoursecombining Library Science
with an academic subject in thearts, sciences, or social sciences. Thisgiant stride by
the A ssociation had gonealong way in producing morelibrarians. It hasaso helpedin
providing moreresource personsfor theannud refresher coursesheld by theassociation.

Development of standard: The association worked in this area through the
development of amanual for school libraries. Thismanua was devel oped by Dorothy
Obi and other members. According to Onebunnein aninterview, these manualswere
freely donated to schools. Thiswasdoneto make surethat libraries developed during
that period were of standard. The association in order to maintain standard went into
Best School Library Competition whichinvolvesusing standard criteriato check the
best library, thisexercise hel ped other librarieswho did not win the competitionto try
hard and come up to the standard as was required then. In addition to these, the
association in collaboration with the Ministries of education supervised theselibraries.
Through theseways standardsweremaintained intheselibraries.

Funding: Ontheissueof funding, themaost important thing theAssociation did wasto
lobby for alibrary feefrom students; the attraction of giftsfrom collaborativeagencies
and hosting of activitiesliketheschool library competitionswhich had attracted money
for the schools. The Association for instance wrote | etters to agencies such asthe
British Council, publishers, Parents TeachersAssociations, local government authorities,
education authoritiesand somevillage headsfor sponsorship.
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The professional association |obbied the government into the re-introduction of the
payment of annual library fee by pupilsin both primary and secondary schoolsin
1981. Thiswasgiven administrative backing by theAnambraState Library Board. It
was at that timethat there was aresol ution by the Association to the government to
ensure that aschool library is established in every primary school and as aresult
approved aminimum levy of 50k per child per term, that isto say, 150k per annum.
Thiswasto be subscribed by each primary school pupil. Thisledtothethen Anambra
State government resolutionin 1987 that with effect from the 1987 school year, heads
of schoolsmight retain N1 out of N3 library fee paid by each student per annumin
order to make surethat library equipment was maintained. Themoney giventothe
headsof schoolswasnat for theprovisonof library building and expengveinfrasructure;
instead it wasmeant for library furniturerepairs, buying booksand news papersand
other running costs. It wasthrough thislibrary levy that theAnambra State Library
Boardscameinacordial cooperation with the professional associationsinembarking
ondifferent programmes, likethe operation of Book depot services, themobilelibrary
servicesand the book club among others. It was envisaged that libraries should be
stocked with adequate reading material scollected from library levy during thisperiod.

Collection development: Personna communicationswith therespondentsindicate
that the A ssociation occasionally donated material sto the schools. Thiswasusually
doneafter refresher coursesasaway of making up what the schoolsaready had. The
Association’scollaborationswith agenciesand ingtitutionsa so attracted book donations
to the schoolson several occasions. For instance, the public librarieswith the support
of theASSL A engaged in exchange programswith universities. Two respondentsreport
that the exchange programmeswere very activein the 1990s and that books gotten
from exchange programmeswere donated to school s thus hel ped boost the school
library collection. A casein point isthe University of Nigeria, Nsukka, whichinthe
1990’ swasvibrant in donating booksto schoolsthrough the publiclibrary.

Programmesand services: TheASSLA and the Public Library joined hand to have
readership campaign among schools. Thiswas meant to promote the use of library by
pupils; thewinning schoolswereawarded prizes. Therewasal so the campaignfor the
promotion of school librariesin 1988; thisaccording to Obi wasmade possibleby a
£10,000.00 grantsto the associ ation from the commissioner for local governmentin
1988. Thisincluded competitionsfor campaign dogan/jinglein 1988 and association
logoin 1990 and anumber of radio and television broadcast.

Theaftermath of thiscampaignwasthat 210,000 library complex waslaunched
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by junction primary school Nkalagu. In the launch, the chairman of Isienu Local
Government Area, Chief Felix Ezeke pledged 10,000 worth of booksand construction
of shelveswhilethe Enugu State Library Board and Abakaliki Zonal Library donated
books. On the samenote, the Nigerian Primary School Nkalagu asoinIshielulocal
government arealaunched N30,000 library complex in 1993, and Niger Cement Pic
donated N 100,000 to the primary schoolswhile the chairman donated 10,000.00
worth of books and the Enugu State Library Board donated a carton of assorted
books(ASSLA, Minutesof meeting). Therewereother activitiesheld by theASSLA.
Suchwasthesupervisory roleplayed by the associ ation during the period, theseentailed
visiting the school sto check the state of the school libraries, such were supported by
the Ministries of education asaway of making them place sanctions on deterrent
officers. Aninterviewee saysthat the professional associationswent to Ministriesto
get government backing for such exercise.

Apart fromthis, somemembersof theassoci ation went to school sand formed
young readersclub. For instance, in Abakaliki and Enugu, such wasformed is 1980,
and it wasvery useful in making pupilsusethelibrary. Another activity embarked on
by these memberswasthe“ reading made aliveand “ plant atree”. Aninterviewee
gatesthat some of the membersencouraged childrento buy booksthrough their Parents
after whichther nameswerewritten onalist of donors, thisstrategy helpedindeveloping
the collection of the school library Another respondent explainsthat the* reading made
alive’ waslikeaform of interactiveforum between the pupilsand some members of
the association, the programmeinvol ved making the children read for 10 minutesafter
which each discusseswhat he or sheread, thishel ped them in vocabul ary devel opment
andinmaking useof thelibrary resources. These services helped in the devel opment
of librariesin the Statesmost especidly in promoting good reading habit among children
and alsoinvolving parents somewhat in library devel opment, in order words, raising
awarenesson the need for librariesamong parentsand pupils.

Apart fromthe activities of the Professional Associations, itisimperativeto
notethat some government agencieslikethePubliclibrarieswerea sointhelimelight
thisearly periodin the development of libraries, but most of them especialy thepublic
librariesworked individualy and collectively with professional associationsinmaking
surethat librarieswerewel | devel oped. TheNigerian School Library Association also
contributed to the devel opment of school librariesin Southeast Nigeria TheAssociation
wasinvolvedin cresting awarenesson theneed for librariesin schools. They did this
through the Organization of annual conferenceson different themesrelated to school
library devel opment. Conferenceswere held for teachers at the national and state
level. TheAnambra State branch of NSL A wasresuscitated in October 1997; it had
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severa meetingsincluding executiveand generd . Theassoci ation hosted the 14th annud
conferencein Canahouse, S. Petrick’scathedra premisesat Awkaon 16-18 February,
1998 with the theme Improving the State of librariesin Nigerian Schools’. The
conference was very successful asit was reported in the association’s report that
about two hundred teacher librariansattended. The Anambra State branch of NSLA
crested room for ingtitutional membership so that primary and secondary school swill
benefitinal the programmesdone nation wide. The association had agenera mesting
of al the membersin July 1997 and February 1998 at Awka. It was there that an
anniversary conferencetagged NSLA at 21 wasopined to beheldin October at the
University of Ibadan . Again, these meetings hel ped them to champion the causein
librarianship especidly inschools

The NSLA Awka conference brought the casefor school librariesto the attention of
thegovernment. It wasalsoinstrumenta to therebirth of thetwo state brancheswhich
had been dormant since 1991.

TheAssociation held another conferencein 2000in Children’scentreLibrary,
University of NigeriaNsukkafrom 23-26 February. Inthe conference, it wasresolved
and recommended to thegovernment that agood library development policy beputin
placetoguideschoal library developmentintheareaof infrastiructure, funding, collection
personnel and capacity development. Since experiencedl over theworld hasshown
that wherethereisaviablelibrary development, thereisneed for thispolicy inNigeria
(NSLA communiqué, 2000) .1t wasa so resolved that library curriculum should be
part of al teacher education programmes from pivotal to bachelorsin education
programmes.

In 2004, the Nigerian School Library Association Enugu State chapter solicited
and appealed to the library unit teacher training and Curricullum Development
Department, State Primary Education Board for ass stancein thedevelopment of library
servicesin Enugu State Primary and post primary school system. They dso solicitedto
universities, publishers, churchespoaliticiansfor such. The help given, to someextent,
help the association in organizing seminarsfor teacher librarians. Also, in 2004 the
Enugu State branch of NSL A had Annual meeting/seminar, the topic was on book
processing whilethetarget audiencewereteacher librariansof primary and post primary
institutions, librariansand education officersin charge of librariesand post primary
Education Zonal Officelevels. The association wrotelettersto SPEB, PPSMPand
appeal ed for the sponsorship of these education officersin chargeof librariesat the
Local Government Education Authority (LGEA) levelsto attend conferences of the
association. Thishel ped to awakeninthem theneed for librariesin the school system.

Another activity embarked by thisorganizationistheorganization of library
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week, workshopsand seminarsfor teachers. Thishelpsinthetraining of personnel for
school libraries. It was gathered from theinterview that therewas|ow responsefrom
primary school sduring the 1990 library week. Respondents state that the members of
thisassociation appeal toindividuals, philanthropist to fund school libraries. A good
exampleisthat of University of NigeriaPrimary School Enugu campuswhich received
donationsfrom philanthropistsand had been serioudy funded by individual sincluding
the Parents TeachersAssoci ation courtesy of the effortsof theinterviewee.

Another role of NSLA isthe preparation and submission of guidelinesfor
Nigerianlegidation for school librariesymediaresource centre’sto federal and state
minigtriesof education andrel ated paragtatds. Thenext istheparticipationintheNationd
conference on implementation of the National policy on educationin 1979 which
necessitated the statement on provision of school libraries, development in section 10
of the policy. The association also helped in Sponsoring publicationsinthefield of
school librarianship. For instance, the Nigerian School Library Journal, Association’'s
Newsd etter and many others. The association had goneto ahigher level inkeepingin
touch with theinternational community by their membership in the International
Association of School Librarianship (IASL) and affiliation withtheNigerian Library
Association and NigeriaUnion of Teachers.

Some of theinterviewees state that the associations have beeninactiveinthe
late 2000, part of the reason being theinability of the membersto understand one
another. Itwasa so found fromthe perusal of theassociation’sdocumentsthecomplaints
by some officialsof the association onwho holdsaparticular office. These problems
madetheassociationinactive. Thereareother chalengesthat disrupted theassociations
effortsduringtheir time.

Challengesof school library associationsin thedevelopment of libraries

The end of the decade (1990s) saw the decline of activities of the Anambra State
School Librariesactivities. According to onerespondent, conditionswerelessfavourable
especialy withtheintroduction of structura adjustment programmewhen money was
divertedto other sectorslike agricultureand less attention waspaid to education. This
crippled thefinancia grantsto the schoal librariesassociation and thisled to thenon-
sponsorship of teachersto refresher courses, in addition, officerswere stopped giving
transport money to attend meetings.

Another mgjor blow wasthe creation of Statesin 1991. Thisdisorganized the
organsof government and thelibrary association. Thiswasbecausemost of themembers
especialy the executiveswent back to their Statesand asaresult meetings could not
hold asusua. Aswas stated by Dike (1991), meetingsheld wasonly for asset sharing.
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Thissituation disrupted the association’sactivities. Assets (both material and human)
weredivided among the Statesto theextent thet it affected thework forceasgovernment
workerswere asked to goto their States. Thisdisrupted school library devel opment,
and accordingto Dikethisgradually killed theAssociation. Thissituation waswhat led
to not having any professiond association activitiesintheformer AnambraState between
1991 and 1994 when stateswere created except for few meetingsfor asset sharing.

Another factor that declined the activitieswas the dishandment of National
Primary Education Commission (NPEC). Thepoaliticsthat |ed to disbanding of NPEC
and handing over of primary school education to local government authoritiesalso
contributed. Thiswasbecauseteachers salarieswere held for monthsand they were
deprived of other benefitswhichresulted inlossof interest to partaking in any activity
that will not yieldincome. In addition to these, personal communicationsindicatethat
most of the key playersretired from service such like Dr. Mrs. Dorothy Obi, Mr.
Nwokedi, Bar. Onebunneamong others. These peopleand many otherswerethelife
wireof theassociation. Their retirement from office affected the association so much
asnew peoplewerenot forthcoming. These problemsaffected the exco membersso
that thelast exco meeting had according to Dike (2001), wheretheonesheldis1991
and 1993 (just for dividing assets) but that was all heard about the organi zation until
1998 when thetwo directorsof library board put together new temporary executive
committeesfor the 1995 and 1998 NSL A conferencein Awka. The conferencewas
thelast ever had. Asthe publiclibrariesworked hand in hand with these professional
associationsduring the period, the public librarieswere al so affected in most of their
activities

Theeffortsof the Library Boards started declining too when the professiona
association’sactivitiesstarted dwindling. It wasaperiod that peopleno morebelieved
inselflessservice, at thisperiod therewasno library fees, sothe Library Boardshad
declined interest in the service without money. More o, in the recent period people
lack interest inanything that will not benefit theminfact it waswhen materialism became
the order of theday. All these attributed to the declinein the publiclibrariesactivities.
Theformer director of Enugu State Library Board who served inthe 1980sand 1990s
wasof theview that theservice of the Public Library started declining whentherewas
firedisaster at thelibrary which got thelibrary displaced. Thelibrary feewhichwasthe
life-wireof the serviceswasstopped by the Ministry and government wasnot financing
them directly, thissingle act stopped these activitiesat that time. The problemsfacing
Nigerian School Library Association (NSLA) indeveloping primary school libraries
aremany. First isthe non-payment of the association’sduesby members, thiscrippled
theactivitiesof the association. In addition, Achebe, the Chairman, NigeriaLibrary
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Association, Enugu State, First Vice President, NigeriaSchool Library Associationin
September 2012 inaninterview lamented the poor implementation by teachersand
teacher librariansof what they learnt fromworkshops. Thishascaused alot of challenges
for themin carrying onwith their activities. Again government non-cha lant attitudeto
library development al so set back devel opment of librariesespecialy primary school
libraries. At timesduring conferencesthe associ ationsresol utionsare sent to government
but these communi qués were not implemented whi ch, according to Charles Okeke
hampered the associ ation’ sefforts. Another problem wasthe non-attendance of teacher
—librariansto conferencesdueto lack of sponsorship. Thepoor attendance of teachers
andteacher librariansmakesitimpossiblefor theam of the conferencesto beachieved.
Addingtothis, isthenon-chdlant attitudeof library supervisorsin Minigtriesof Education
al so setshack the organi zation' starget. Thismay be dueto non-library experience of
these supervisorsand thequest for materialismwhich leadstheminto not being thorough
intheir supervisory works.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Itisevidencefrom the study that primary school library development in 1980sand
1990's was very progressive due to the interest of individuals in professional
associations. It brought about individualswho donated and spent timefor library
development; in spite of thelittle fund that was available that time. Theinterest of
government and collaboration of non-governmental agenciesand government paradtata's
hel ped agreat dedl inthe development of primary school libraries. Itisimperativeto
note that during those periods, many strategies were in place. Such strategies as
campaigns for awareness on the role of libraries in the society, cooperation and
partnership with different agencies, constant training of personnel and lobbying of the
government. The professional associationsworked very well intheareaof raising
awareness. This helped people at that time to appreciate therole of library. They
partnered and cooperated with other agenciesin carrying out most of their programmes.
Anexampleisthelobbying of government to sponsor teacher librariansfor conferences,
lobbying for the payment of library fees, lobbying for the establishment of another
library school. The agencies during the period did not solve theissue of fund and
legidlation, aseven thefeesthey lobbied for were banned but they did muchinthe
training of personnel intheareaof collection devel opment. It wasthe publiclibrary
that did agreet deal through book |oan services, book depot, book mobileand exchange
service. The professional associationsdid not do much here. The Children’sCentre
Library contributed much in the area of collection development, and training of
personnel.
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Having seen the strategies used by different agencies, thereis needed to reintroduce

thedtrategiestha worked inthepast, so asto devel op primary school libraries. Librarians
need to join handsand renew viableassociationssuch liketheASSLA, theNSLA and
other non governmenta associ ationsto reawaken thisdream. Thegovernment agencies
need to cresteunitsfor library mattersand involve professional associationsin most of
their activitiesfor libraries.

Based on thefindingsin thisstudy, the study recommendsthat School library
associaionsberevitalized so that they will emulatetheir predecessorsintheir effortsat
developing schooal libraries. It isaso suggested that School library associationsshould
lobby and get their members at the hem of affairsin government so that librariescan
benefit more.

i Theissueof legidation must be readdressed asthiswill hel p the devel opment
of libraries. It will makefund availablefor primary school library devel opment
because without fund and human capital devel opment will beimpossibleas
nothing will bedoneintheend. Therefore, professional associationsshould
work moreonthat.

i Workshops and conferences should be organized yearly for all teachersso as
totraintheminusing library resourcesin teaching and learning. Thiswill make
learning resourcesbased and add valueto libraries. Utilization of theresources
inthelibrary makesthe library serveitspurpose.

i Throughout the study, it has been discovered that |obbying the government
and awareness campaign hel ped agreat deal in devel oping school libraries. It
will be advised that both governmenta and non-governmental organization
haveacommon ground and engagein such asit will helpindeve opinglibraries
themore.
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