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ABSTRACT

This study examines entrepreneurship skills education as a tool for addressing
youth criminality in Nigeria. One of the objectives of entrepreneurship skills
education is equipping and creating in the youth the mindset to undertake the
risk of venturing into viable enterprises, by the application of the acquired
knowledge and skills in schools. The work looks at the skills required by an
entrepreneur such as ability to recognize opportunity, innovative skills and
interpersonal skills. The roles of entrepreneurship skills education in curbing
youth criminality such as providing youth with the risk-taking ability and
innovative capabilitiesto set up an enterprise rather than waiting to be employed,
managerial skills necessary for self-reliance, which will help in reducing
unemployment and poverty and keep them off crime were discussed. As Nigeria
is currently witnessing high level of criminal activities, triggered by
unempl oyment, the study maintainsthat one of the most plausible ways to empower
the youth and reduce criminality is via entrepreneurship skills education. The
study recommends amongst others: that there is urgent need to reactivate
entrepreneurship skills education in all our institutions of learning. Our school
curriculum should be design in such a way that entrepreneur ship skills education
will be practical-orientated. Government and non-governmental organizations
should embark on enlightenment campaign to sensitize youths on the need to
shun all forms of criminality, and stresses the need for acquisition of
entrepreneurship skills education to maintain honest livelihoods.
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INTRODUCTION
Crimeand criminality hasbecome part of the problemsof the nationsof theworld, mostly
prevalentinlawlesssocietieslikeNigeria. It haseaten deep into the soul and fabric of the
Nigeriasociety to apoint that the* haves’ and the* have-nots’ aswell asthe* in-between”
aredl involvedin onetypeof crimeor theother. Whileit isgenerally acknowledged as
oneof theunavoidableproblemsof al societies, therateand incidenceof crimindity varies
among youths, statesand nations. Theincreaseand prevalence of criminal activitiesare
explainablefrom the political, religious, economic, environmental and psychological
paradigms. Whileall the above school sof thought are considered cogent in sociological
and criminological andysisof crimeand criminality among youth, Michadl, Ojedukun and
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Chinwokwu (2013) submit that soci o-economic paradigm isconsidered more concretein
theanaysisof criminality indevel oping nations. Obioha(2004) in hiserudition explains
that crimein devel oping nationsisattributed to unfriendly socio-economic and political
problems. Againgt thisbackground, Iwerimie-Jga(2013) ind sted that criminality and other
social vicesin most devel oping nationsareintricately associated, thus considered asthe
by-productsof poverty. Asfar asmaking the bas c endsmeet continued to be cumbersome,
the propensity to exploreother availablemeanssuch asindulgingin crimewill remain high
and unpreventablein devel oping countries (Obiora, 2004). Retracing Nigerian society to
theintroduction of Sructura Adjustment Programme (SAP) withregardsto crimesituation
inNigeria, itisclear that theintroduction of SAPin Nigeriaand most Third World Countries
(TWC) had devagtating implicationson people, especially the poor. The cumulative effect
wasobserved inthepool of unemployed youths, rising food prices, declining real wages,
reductionin public expenditureon bas ¢ servicesand infrastructure, with aresultant upsurge
incrimeand criminality in developing nations (Michael, 2010). Thetwin problems of
poverty and unemployment remain amajor catalyst to crimein many developing nations.

Oarheand Egeran (2011) acknowledgetheinfluence of unemployment and poverty
on criminality and argue that as the rate of crime reportedly influenced by youth
unemployment and poverty, there has been pressing need for corresponding adequate
policiesto addressthe crimesituation. Theemergenceand use of formal agenciesof socid
control inaddressing crimindity hasnot adequately curb crimesituation. Thisisexemplified
inthe continuousincreasein criminality especialy at the urban centres characterized by
unemployment, under employment and poverty (Ikoh, 2014 and Michael, 2010). The
utilization of formal agenciesof social control in crime management has not adequately
addressed the crime problems because poverty and unemployment regarded asamajor
catalyst to crimehasnot been adequatel y addressed through gppropriate policy formulation
andimplementation (Michael, 2010). Acknowledging that youth crimindity istriggered by
poverty and unemployment, Nwokocha (2011) maintainsthat asincereapproachto crime
reduction requiresapragmetic approach that will incul cate entrepreneurship skillsonthe
poor, unemployed and underemployed so asto become self-reliant.

With the crimesituation becoming worseand mgjority of thosearrested inaleged
criminal activitiesespecially property crime, considered to be the poor, unemployed and
underemployed congtituting the mg ority, thereisurgent need to incul cate entrepreneurship
skillsinthemassesso that they can embark on diverse socio-economic activitiesto generate
incomefor their upkeep rather than waiting for white collar jobswhich arereportedly in
short supply (Smith, 2012). Thiswill at along run address criminaity among jobless, poor
and underemployed youthsin Nigeria. Therefore, embracing entrepreneurship skill
education by government, non-governmenta organizationsand private sectorswill goa
long way in hel ping the poor, jobless and underempl oyed to beinvolved in meaningful
socio-economic activities, thereby reducing criminality which istriggered by poverty,
unemployment and underemployment in Nigeria. Hence, entrepreneurship skillseducation:
acatholiconfor youth crimindity in Nigeriaisdesigned to contributeitsquotain addressing
the pending problem of crimeamong theyouthin Nigeria
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Youth and Crimein Nigeria

Theterm youth has been defined by different scholars based on their background and
orientations. Youth can better be seen asaperiod of transition from the dependency of
childhood to adulthood i ndependence and awareness of thelr interdependency asmembers
inagiven community. Theemphasisof thisisthat youth constitute aperiod of transition
from dependenceto independence. Jega(2012) maintainsthat youthisaspecial group of
peoplewith strong staminaand passonfor redizing set god sand objectives. Thepergpective
at which aparticular nation seesher youth hassocia, economic, demographic and political
undertone. For the purpose of execution of Nigeria sNationa Youth Devel opment Policy;
theyouth comprisesall young personsof age 18-35who arecitizensof the Federd Republic
of Nigeria. The above definitions showsthat youth constitutes young peoplewho are
capable of taking social, demographic and political decisionsthat can be beneficial or
detrimental to the society. In Nigeria, youth constitutes recognizabl e proportion of the
population. Thereareenergetic and thischaracteristic givesthem advantagewhen it comes
tolearning skillsand other negetiveactivities. Michad (2010) observesthat Nigerian youths
arevulnerableto all formsof criminal activities because of the high level of inequality,
unemployment, poverty, illiteracy and lack of proper parental upbringing.

Discussionon crimehasbecomeafamiliar terrainin research, academicand crime
management. |ts conception and meaning varies depending on scholarsand orientation.
Crimegenerally isan action or omiss onwhich constitutesan offence and ispunishable by
law. In understanding what condtitutescrime, the Webster’ sNew World CollegeDictionary
definesit asan act committedin violation of alaw prohibiting it, or omitted in violation of
alaw governingit, often specific, such an act of aseriousnature, asafelony. Crimeentails
an act or omissionthat violatesthat law of theland, which requiresthat the criminal be
punished accordingly. Danmadami (1979) assertsthat irrespective of what constitutes
crime, itisclear thet nearly inevery ingtanceof thissocid maase, thefollowingidiosyncrases
arepresent: thereisawaysaharm brought about by human action which the government
of thestate desiresto prevent; that among the meansof prevention adopted isthethreat of
punishment; that legal proceedings of aspecial kind are employed to decide whether the
person accused did in fact cause the harm, and isaccording to the law of theland, to be
held legdly punishablefor doing so. Thisimpliesthat in every crimind activity, thesociety
isto someextent hurt by theactsof omission of anindividua . Therefore, crime conveys
something unpleasant, harmful and detrimental to the devel opment of the society.

Therearediversetypesof crimeinour society. Twomgor typesareeadly identified:;
crimeagainst property and thosethat are non-property related (Obioha, 2004). Thelater
do not exclusively rest on economic motive or property gain. Non-property crimesare
non-materidigticin nature. The perpetratorsare not cons dering the economic benefits of
their actions, but may involve physical harmsto thevictims. Non-property crimeinclude;
murder, mand aughter, rape, assault and other criminal activitiesthat aredirectly covered
with harmor hurt tohumanlife. Property crimeinvolvesillegd activitiesamed at transferring
or destroying of property, including cars, money, jewelry, shoes, drugsor other formsof
wealth, whether or not violenceisused or threatened in doing so (Wrights and Jacques,

Journal of Research in Education and Society, Volume 7, Number 1, April 2016 3
ISSN: 2141-6753



2009). Property crime has materialistic undertone. It involvesacquisition of wealth and
economic gains. Property offendersmay employ force or non-forcein an attempt to cause
economic harmtothevictim, whileat the sametimedesireeconomic gains. Theforceful
property crimeinclude armed robbery, kidnapping (for ransom and without ransom),
geding, eicwhilenon-forceful property crimeared| mannersof financia deceptiveactivities,
chesting and sverving. All formsof property crimeareamed at achieving economic benefits
by thecriminas. Igbo (2007) classifiescrimeinto four categoriesbased onvictims. These
areoffencesagaingt persons, assaults, suicide, murder, mandaughter etc., offencesagainst
property include armed robbery, fal se pretense, unlawful possession, fence, arson etc.
Miscellaneous offencesinclude gambling, pursuing, breach of public peace, bribery and
corruption etc. Irrespectiveof the classification of offences, therearedetrimental to societal
development. In Nigeria, the poor, thewed thy, the empl oyed and unemployed areinvolved
indiverse criminal activitieswhich require urgent attention through the approach of
entrepreneurship skill education to address.

Socio-economic deter minantsof Youth Criminality

Developing nationsareengulfed with myriad of socio-economic problemssuch aspoverty,
unemployment, illiteracy and criminality which areevident in our society. Sociologica and
criminological studiesrevedl that crimeistriggered by many socio-economic variables.
Whilepoverty, illiteracy, |earning processand unemployment are socia problemsravaging
our society, crimeis partly considered as a by-product of the above social problems.
Many discussants underscored unpl easant socio-economic conditionsasamajor catalyst
of crimeinNigeria. Oneof such socio-economic conditionsispoverty. Poverty in Nigeria
remains high despite the high economic growth it sustained during the colonial period.
Nigeriaisoneof the devel oping nationswith one of the highest economic growth rates
averaging 7.4% over the last decade, awell-structured economy and abundant natural
resourcesin many states of the federation (Nwagwu, 2014). In spite of the abundant
natural and human capital resources, Nigeriaretainsahighleve of poverty, with 63%of its
population living below US$1 per day, with attendant socio-economic consegquences.
Thisscenario compelsthereal poor but energetic to channel their arsenalsto criminal
activitiesasameansof livelihood.

Evidently, poverty which engulfsbulk of Nigerianshasacloseaffinity with crime.
Againgt thisbackdrop, Michael (2010) arguesthat crimeand other socid vicesarerelated
and aretheby-productsof poverty in devel oping society. Ihegjiamaizu (2002) acknowledges
the prevalence of poverty in Nigeriaand stressesthat it isamajor motivationto crimein
developing nations. Poverty in Nigeriaishigh and widespread and seemsto beincreasing
ondaily basis. Fakoya(2008) maintainsthat poverty isamotivation to crimein many
societies. Poverty isnot only lack of financia resources, but manifestsaslack of educationa
opportunities, lack of meaningful employment options, poor housing, lack of hopeand
prejudiceagainst personsliving in poverty. From Fakoya's (2008) perspective, poverty
remainsacogent factor in thesociol ogical anaysisof crimeamong theyouthsin Nigeria
Preece (2007) who describes poverty asahuman condition characterized by sustained or
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chronic deprivation of resources, capabilities, choices, security and power necessary for
employment of an adequate standard of living and other civic, cultura, economic, political
and socid rights, ingststhat it isan influencing factor to crime. InNigeria, rural residents
areamong the poorest. There are predisposed to poverty because of lack of skillsand
other cultural and environmental factorswhichwork against them. In most communities
and families, resources are negligible, in order to survive, abulk of members of the
communitiestakeinto crimeastheonly meansof surviva (Alumona, 2014). Commenting
on the nexus between poverty and criminality, Nwagwu (2014) aversthat extreme poverty
raisethelikelihood of violent conflict, crimindity, insecurity and plunged thesociety into
the state of anomie. Over the past decades, criminality have undermined prospectsfor
soci0-economic devel opment, destabili zed theentire society and left millionsof defensdess
Nigeriansat the mercy of heartless poor youthswho have resorted to criminality asa
meansof survival. Oarheand Egeran (2011) wereaarmed at therising poverty rateinthe
oil richnation called Nigeria Nwagwu (2014) viewspoverty asaproduct of margindization,
inequality, illiteracy, lack of appropriate skillsand unemployment. The persstent incidence
of kidnapping, armed robbery, vanddization of oil pipdinesand Power Holdingingdlations,
and other diversecriminal activitiesassociated with youthsattest to thefact that poverty is
ontheincrease.

Inalianceto theabovefactor, asamotivation to crime, isunemployment which
has remained acankerworm of devel oping nationsand atrigger of diversesocial vices.
Thelnternational Labour Organization (ILO) (2012) cited in Nwagwu (2014) defines
unemployed asmembersof the economicaly active populationwho arewithout work, but
availablefor and seeking work, including peoplewho havelost their jobsor who voluntarily
left work (IBRB, 2009). Theabove definition showsthat people of variouscategoriescan
be unemployed. It isquitedisheartening that thefederal government continued claim of
strong reel GDP growth ratemeasuring 6 or 6.5% since 2005 hasnot yiel ded any reasonable
impact on Nigerians (Ogunmade, 2013). Thisisaclear paradox. A situation whereby,
thereisadecade of strong real GDP of 6.5% economic growth, and in the same era,
unemployment rate continuesto riseannually from 11.9%in 20050 19.7%in 2009, and
over 37% in 2013% (Ogunmade, 2013). The apparent economic growth hasnot led to
economic development. Theleve of poverty isstill very high, theindustrieshave collapsed,
technological developmentistill at rudimental level, socid inequdity ishigh, crimerateis
high, per capitaincomeislow, our socid ingtitutionsarein shambles, child mortdity rate
ishigh, Nigeriadevelopment index istill very low when compared to other nations(Asgu,
ArumoandAnyio, 2014). ThelLO (2012) assertsthat unemployment isoneof the greatest
threatsto devel oping nation stability. IL O putstheglobal rate of unemployment at 12.6%
incomparativeterms, Nigeriaunemployment rateismore devastating asit stood at 37%in
2010, compared to Ghanaand South Africawith therate of 14% and 25.2% respectively.
Thesituationin Nigeriais pathetic considering huge and abundant resourceswhich are
carted away by few but privileged classes(Michael, 2010).

Table 1 shows unemployment rate by States. With afocus on 2011, thetable
revealsthat Zamfara, Niger, Gombe and Bauchi areamong the Stateswith the highest
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level of unemployment in Nigeriawhile Osun, Kwaraand Lagos areamong the States
withtheleast level of unemployment in Nigeria. The statistical evidence showsthat the
futureisblurred. A society characterized with threatening statistics of unemploymentis
bound to witnesshighleve of criminality. Okafor (2011) maintainsthat therehasbeena
steady increasein theinvolvement of peopleinvariousanti-socid activitiesand offensesin
Nigeriaasaresult of unemployment. Ogunjobi (2007), cited in Omotor (2009) study
sought to juxtapose the determination and nexus between unemployment and crimein
Nigeriafrom 1988-1998. Thetechnique employed for analysiswastheerror-correlation
mechanism and conventional Granger causdity. Theresultsof the study established that a
positivelong-run equilibrium correl ation exist between unempl oyment and crime seriesin
the study area. Egbuna s (2001) observation on the connection between unempl oyment
and crimewasaarming. Hediscoversthat unemployment resultsin psychologica problems
of frudtration, depression, hodtility and crimina behaviour. Buttressing theaboveobsarvation,
Ezeani (2012) stressesthat youth unemployment encouragesthe devel opment of street
gangs, who are deprived of legitimate meansof livelihood to grow up in asociety that
promotescrimina behaviour. Unemployed youthsintheurban centerssurviveby indulging
invariousactivitiessuch asstealing, snatching of valuables, pick-pocketing, prostitution
and other nefarious activitiesthat are detrimental to our society.

On the contrary, Smith (2012) arguesthat whileit is an established fact that
unemployment influencescrimind activities, not al crimina sareunemployed. Hemaintains
that mgjority of white-collar criminasaregainfully employed. Nwankwo (2013) buttresses
Smith’s(2012) observation that besides unemployment, other factorssuch asgreed, quests
to satisfy materia needs, insatiableor inordinate desirefor materia wed th accountsfor the
involvement of youthsin criminality. Thetheoretical enterprise of Sutherland establishes
that criminal behaviour hasto do with learning process. Criminality from Sutherland’'s
perspectivehasno biologica under bearing. Hepositsthat exposureto crimina association
and definitions considered favourableto crimina tendencies, motivatesapersontolearn
crimind traits, depending on the process of communication patterns, frequency duration,
priority and intensity of learning. Theemphasisof thedifferentia association asexpounded
by Sutherlandisthat crimeand thetechniquesof committing crimecan belearned. Learning
requires attention, time patience and skills. The Anomie perspective as el aborated by
Merton (1968), establishes that in a capitalist oriented society, all are enjoined and
encouraged to strivefor success goa sby established approved means. At the sametime,
equal opportunity to reach thelaid down goalsvianormatively regulated and approved
meansare not equitably distributed. The opportunitiesaredifferentialy distributed tothe
point that individua swill resolveto circumvent the approved means. Fromthe Mertonian
anaysis, itistheway the society isstructured that creates opportunitiesfor few to achieve
legitimategoas. Thoseinadisadvantaged Situation easily resort to crimindity.

Entrepreneur ship SkillsEducation

Atthispoint, itispertinent that entrepreneur, entrepreneurship and entrepreneurship skills
education be expla ned from the conceptual and analytical perspectives. An entrepreneur
isany individual who assumes the major risk in terms of equity, time and/or career

Journal of Research in Education and Society, Volume 7, Number 1, April 2016 6
ISSN: 2141-6753



commitment or providesvaluefor some productsor services. The productsor services
may be modern or unique but value must somehow beinfused by the entrepreneur by
acquiring the necessary skillsand resourcesrequired for the product or services. Hisrich
and Peters(2012) aver that entrepreneur isonewho takestherisk of beginningamodern
organization or by away of introducing modern products, servicesand ideato the society.
ToHornby (2010), entrepreneur isany individua whowillingly makesmoney by beginning
abusiness epecidly whenitinvolvesassumingfinancid risks. Theabovedefinitionsdepicts
that an entrepreneur isan individua who hasthe capability to utilize both material and non-
material resourcesat hisdisposal to introduce new ideas, productsand servicesfor his
benefitsand thesociety.

Entrepreneurshipisthe processof using privateinitiativeto transform abusiness
concept into anew venture or to grow and diversify an existing venture or enterprisewith
high great potential. It isdevel oping theeconomy of nations, creating modern industries,
young entrepreneurs, employment, andwed thfor theindividua and thesociety and reducing
socia problems(Henry, 2003). Agbionu (2008) statesthat entrepreneurship involvesthe
complex processesaimed at creating wealth for the purpose of growth, devel opment of
theenvironment, eradication of unemployment, reductionin crimefor nationd sustainability.
Hisrich and Peters (1998) see entrepreneurship asthe processof creating something new
withvaueby devoting the necessary timeand effortsassuming theaccompanying financid,
psychic and social risksand receiving the resulting rewards of monetary and personal
satisfaction and independence.

Entrepreneurship skillsinvolve competence and capabilitiesthat enablesthe
entrepreneur to create something new with value by devoting the necessary time and
effortsassuming the accompanying outcome. Smith (2012) statesthat entrepreneurship
skillsare competenciesthat an entrepreneur acquire vialearning and training to enable
him/her introduce or create new productsor servicesthat are beneficial to him and the
society. Itisconcerned with knowing to create products and servicesthrough provision of
resourcesand at the sametime bearing the consequenceswith such creation. Theseskills
can belearned through training.

Entrepreneurship SkillsEducation (ESE) refersto theincul cation and polishing of
entrepreneurial competenceinto anindividual needed to establish and successfully runhig/
her enterprise. Nwagwu (2014) defines entrepreneurship skillseducation asthe process
of carefully equipping entrepreneursor potentia entrepreneurswith an enhanced capability
to createideas, and the competenceto make them happen. It focuses on the provision of
knowledge, attributes and capabilitiesrequired to apply these abilitiesin the context of
establishing anew venture. The United Kingdom Quality Assurance Agency for Higher
Education (2012) positsthat entrepreneurship skillseducation focuses on the devel opmert,
incul cation or transference and application of an enterprising mindsetsand competencein
the specific contexts of establishing anew venture, devel oping and growing an existing
venture or designing an entrepreneurial Organization. Ebele (2008) states that
entrepreneurship skill educationisthe process of imparting knowledge and competence
that enablesthe studentsto plan, start and run their own businessesfor their benefit and
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that of the society. Atakpa (2011) seesthat entrepreneurship skill education to be an
aspect of education which hasthe capability of equipping anindividual and cregtinginthe
person the mindset and innovation to undertake therisk of venturing into something new
by applying theknowledge and competenciesacquiredin school vialearning and training.
Commenting further on entrepreneur skill education, Atakpa (2011) further submitsthat it
isaimed at stimulating creativity in youths, enabling them to identify opportunitiesfor
innovation and motivatethem to transform theideasinto practical and targeted activities
whether inasocial, cultura or economic context for the benefit of the society. Theabove
definition showsthat entrepreneurship skill education entail steaching youths, learnersand
woul d-be busi nessmen, the necessary and val uable competenciesrequired to establish
and run aviabl e enterprises, equipping thetraineeswith competenciesrequired for taking
responsi bility and devel oping initiatives of prospectivetrainees(Ezeani, 2012).

Thehdlmark of entrepreneurship skillseducationistheincul cation and transference
of both theoretical and practical entrepreneurial knowledge to existing and potential
entrepreneurs, to enablethem devel op new ideasand create products and render services
that will beof benefitsto thesociety. Entrepreneurship skill educationisaimed a producing
individualswho are ableto identify opportunitiesand devel oping ventures, or revampthe
existing onesfor grester efficiency. The European Commission (2008) maintainsthat the
purpose of entrepreneurship education should beto devel op entrepreneurial capacities
and mindsatsthat benefit economiesby fostering credtivity, innovation and salf-employment.
Thus, entrepreneurship skillseducationisamajor prerequisitefor sustained economic
growthand productivity inany economy. It remainsan asset to any nationwillingto develop
and addressunemployment, poverty and criminality.

Required Entrepreneurial Skills

Udu, Udu and Eze (2008), Bosireand Ngaramba (2013) haveidentified various skillsthat
an entrepreneur requiresto open and run an enterprise or expand the existing enterprise.
Theresearchershave chosen some of theskillsrelevant to thiswork; ability to recognize
opportunities, innovative skills, communication skillsandinterpersona skills.

Ability to recognize opportunities: Entrepreneurship rest on the recognition of real
opportunitiesfrom aspectrum of possibleideas. Entrepreneursrequirethe skillsto enable
them recognizeavailable opportunitiesand utilizethe opportunitiesso recognized to create
productsor servicesthat will fill thevacuum identified (Bosireand Ngaramba, 2013).
Entrepreneursall over theglobetry toidentify and recognize opportunitiesthat othersdo
not recognize. These opportunitiesmay include pushing up aproducethat ismuch better
than the onein existencein the market, solving aproblem or annoyance that consumers
have and meeting the demandsthat is currently not met by entrepreneurs (Lambing and
Kuchl, 2007). Nwagwu (2014) observes that opportunities exist everywhere for
entrepreneursand potentia entrepreneurs, but that the skill sof recognizing theopportunities
have not been adequately received by many young Nigerians. The ability to recognize
opportunities requires adequate education and training. Thus, the skillsto recognize
opportunities can belearned, mastered and used by youth (Jack and Anderson, 2002).
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I nnovative skills: Innovationisapotentia attributewhich an entrepreneur must imbibe.
Itinvolves new venturing and new ideas, new products and services, new marketsand
geographical locationsand new techniquesof production. Innovativeskillsare practically
thetypesof skillsthat alow individua sto becomeinnovativein what they do. Innovative
skillsareusudly thecombination of cognitiveskills(such asthe cgpability to ponder criticaly
and creatively) and behavioura skills(ability to solve problems). Innovative skillsof the
entrepreneur help him to extend theinventionsof the scientist from confined |aboratory to
society where, they aremade va uable. Many Nigerian youthslack theinnovativeskillsto
become creative and thisaccountsfor many of them considered unemployable.

Communicative skills: Required communication skillsdo not make an entrepreneur an
orator rather it makeshim to begood user of words. With good communication skills, an
entrepreneur comesfaceto facewith therealitiesof the human situations, predicaments,
feelingsand relationships. An entrepreneur conceptualizesan ideaabout aventureand is
capable of explicating it to otherswhat the ventureis all about in agood and logical
manner. Thisimpliesthat communication skills are imperative for the realization of
entrepreneur’ svisionsand mission. Any entrepreneur that isdeficient of communication
skillswill seevisonsand dreamsinvain (UduA., Udu G and Eze, 2008). Successful or
intending entrepreneurs depend upon clear and impactful communication of their vision
and mission to gather support.

I nterpersonal skills: Thisinvolvestheability of the entrepreneur to communicatewith,
understand and motivate both individuals and groups. Nwagwu (2014) asserts that
interpersonal skillsrequirethe entrepreneur to work withinteamsin building effective
relationshipwith others Theseskillsarenot found among many entrepreneursor prospective
entrepreneurs. Theacquisition of theinterpersonal skillscan be doneviaeducation and
traning.

Obj ectivesof Entrepreneur ship SkillsEducation
Thegeneral objectivesof entrepreneurship skillseducationisto ensurethat Nigeriansare
transformed into job creatorsand not seekers. Itisaimed at incul cating entrepreneurship
skillstoidentify opportunities, bear the risk associated with the opportunitiesand create
productsand services. Itisatool viawhich socio-economic and politica advancement of
any nation could be attained if given adequate attention. The specific objectives of
entrepreneurship skillseducation (ESE) asidentified by Osuaa(2010) includes:

1 To ensurethat meaningful entrepreneurship skillseducationisprovided for youth
which could make them self-reliant and subsequently encouragethemto drive
profit and be self-dependent.

2. To ensurethat graduates are provided with the training and support necessary to
help them establish acareer in small and medium scaleenterprise.

3. To provide graduateswith employable skill sthat will makethem meet the human

capita needsof their society.

4, To provide graduates with adequate competencein risk management to make
uncertainty bearing possibleand easy.
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5. Towork towardsthe stimulation of industrial and economic growth of rural and
lessdevel oped areasin the society.

6. To provide graduates with adequate entrepreneurial training that will makethem
creativeand innovativeinidentifying current enterprise opportunitiesand capitalize
on the opportunitiesby making productsand servicesavailableto the society.

7. To provide small and medium scal e enterprise with the opportunity to recruit
graduateswith requisiteentrepreneuria skills.

If the above objectivesof entrepreneurship skillseducation aregiven adequate attention,

Nigeriawill not only succeedin providing thenationwith qudity and employablegraduates

but the graduateswill also help to createjob and reduce poverty and criminality among

youths.

M ethodsof Acquiring Entrepreneur ship SkillsEducation
In many academic discussions, the question of entrepreneurship skillsisrelated to the
argument on whether the skills can be considered as something teachable or not. Katz
(1991) isof theview that entrepreneurship skillscan betaught in both formal andinformal
Setting. Inmost devel oped countriesincluding United Kingdom, it hasbecomeacommon
placeto ensurethat entrepreneurship skillsaretaught in schools. In variousingtitutions of
learning, coursesaimed at teaching entrepreneurid skillshave become popular during the
last couple of decades. The essenceisto incul cate entrepreneurship skillson youthsto
become self-reliant upon graduation. Nwagwu (2014) submitsthat entrepreneuria skills
can be taught. He further maintains that the unprecedented increase in demand for
entrepreneurship education and training in most devel oping countrieswasto be matched
by acorresponding increasein the number of coursesbeing offered by both academic
institutions and entrepreneurship agenciesin Nigeria. Anderson and Jack (2000) assert
that theincreasein demand of entrepreneurship educationisacl ear reflection of themodern
formsof capitalism and that enterprise education and training is capable of providing the
state with an urgent responseto the overt socia and economic challenges.
Fromvariousliteratures, it isevident that entrepreneurship involves morethan
garting aventure, and it a so includesthe devel opment of skillsto grow aventure, together
with personal competenciesto makethe venture asuccess (Cooney, 2012). Gibb (1987)
citedin Cooney (2012) assartsthat though in somecommunities, whiletheentrepreneuria
role can be both experimentally and culturally acquired, itisconsstently being influenced
by education and training. Thuseducation and training areimperativein theacquisition of
entrepreneuria skillsin Nigeriaand theworld over. Thecurrent economic challengeswhich
manifest in high level of unemployment and poverty, with acorrespondingincreasein
youth criminaity impliesthat thereisneed for our educationa institutionsnot only to be
saddled with the onus of teaching entrepreneurial courses, but efforts must be madeto
acknowledgethat thereisarequirement to advancefromtraditiona “instruction” towards
experientid learning techniques. Thiswill asorequiretheuseof action- oriented, mentoring
and group-work approach to ensure greater |earning effectivenessin entrepreneurship
behaviour. Utilizing experientid learning gpproach will ensurethat learnersdevelop critica

Journal of Research in Education and Society, Volume 7, Number 1, April 2016 10
ISSN: 2141-6753



thinking, innovative risk taking and problem solving techniques which are keysin
understanding social or commercial ventures. Cooney (2012) acknowledgesthevaue
and need to incul cate entrepreneurship skills via education and training. It must be
acknowledged that entrepreneurship skillsdevel opment process can be acquired through
education and training over aperiod of time, which al so requiresthe active participant of
theentrepreneurs(K utzhanova, Lyon and Lichtenstein, 2009). With theeconomic chalenges
inmost devel oping countriesincluding Nigeria, thereis need to ensure that the school
curriculum be des gned to ensurethat adequate entrepreneurship skillsaretaught. Students
of al tiersof education should be taught and trained in entrepreneurship so asto be self-
reliant. Abosede, Oyenugaand Oweyele (2012) reveal that entrepreneurship educationis
key to addressing youth unemployment in Nigeria. Intheir submissions, they acknowledge
that most government funded skill acquisition programmesouts dethe educationd ingtitutions
shortly fade away after much expenditurewithout any positiveimpact on theyouiths.

Most of the programmes are never sustainable in that the benefactors do not
sustain economiclivelihood after. Thisimpliesthat after thetraining, theobjectivewasnot
achieved astraineesare not provided with fundsto successfully start their own businesses
that will be of benefit to them or the society. To achieveresult, our ingtitutionsof learning
must be mandated to ensurethat studentsare adequately tutored with both practical and
theoretical entrepreneurship skillsand knowledgethat will hel p them become self-reliant
by creating jobsnot only for themselvesbut also for othersand thereby contributeto the
socioeconomic devel opment of thesociety. Furthermoretheimport of educationandtraining
on entrepreneurship skillsacquisition was buttressed by Bosire and Ngaramba (2013)
who observethat apart from educational institutions being mandated to sociadize students
onentrepreneurship skills, the Human Capita Indtitutiona Development (HCID) inRwanda
hasthe onusof incul cating entrepreneurial mindset onthe populationandto trainthemon
skillsrequired to set up and succeed intheir future venture. Thisisdoneviatheprovision
of entrepreneurship education to young Rwandans. The aim of the programme of this
natureisto ensurethat theright skillsrequiredin starting up abus ness after graduation are
inculcated. Thestuationissimilarinmost devel oping countrieswith consciouseffort towards
addressing themyriadsof socia problems.

Okoye (2010), Ademola(2012) and Adeoti (2013) agreethat entrepreneurship
skillscanbemadeavailabletoyouthsin Nigeriathrough educationd inditutions. Of particular
note, Okoye (2010), while stressing the contribution of educational institutions to
entrepreneur devel opment lamentsthat the culture of cregtivity whichwasprominent anong
pupilsin primary schoolsin Nigeriahad collapsed. Herecalled that in the early 1980s,
pupilsweretaught “local craft” and were encouraged to produce materiaslocaly. Pupils
imbibed the cultureof usingtheir handstowork. Theeffort wasgeared towardsdevel oping
thecultureof cregtivity. A Smilar trend was observed at the secondary school. Theculture
was not sustained partly because it was later commercialized or monetized; school
administratorsinthe nearest future preferred pupil sand students bringing money rather
than encouraging them to become creative. Also, pupilsand studentswho were cregative
andinnovativein developing material itemswerenot encouraged to continue. Materials
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gotten were sold to future studentsfor resubmission by the school administratorsthat
eventualy killedthecrestivity intermsof locd craftin both primary and secondary schools.
Okoye (2010) however, notesthat such creative and innovative culture can berevived
through appropriate policy formulation. On hispart Ademola(2012) observed with dismay
the collapse of introductory technology skillsthat was acquired in the past decadesin
secondary schools. Studentsweretaught and trained on how to become self-employed
after graduation. Theintroductory |aboratorieswere not sustained and the objectivewas
defeated. In apositive manner, Ademola(2012) maintainsthat with the current drive
towards self-relianceand self-employment, itisimperativethat such training berevived.

Adeoti (2013) aversthat it isquiteimperativefor entrepreneurship skillsto be
taught to pupilsand students at secondary and tertiary levels. The submission of these
scholars is that our educational institution if adequately equipped can inculcate
entrepreneurship skills on youths at our institutions of learning. This implies that
entrepreneurship skillscan actua ly beacquired through learning and training in different
ingtitutions. Ademola(2012), Ojo, Abayomi and Odozi (2014) haveeruditely identified
themethods of acquiring entrepreneurship skillseducation (ESE). These methodsinclude-
Teaching Strategy (TS), Excursion strategy (ES), Group Learning Strategy (GLS),
experimental and industrial training strategy. All thesetechniquesare beneficia tothe
entrepreneursfor salf-reliance.

TheRoleof Entrepreneur ship Education in Reducing Youth Criminality in Nigeria
Consdering the present socio-economic cha lengesfacing many nationsacrosstheglobe,
the notion of engendering greater entrepreneurial activity hasbecome predominant goal
for many governments. Theupsurgeincrimind activitiesliketerrorism, kidnapping, gambling,
burglary anddl formsof property crimethat are partly blamed on poverty and unemployment
can adequately betackled through appropriate entrepreneuria skillsacquisition. Nwagwu
(2014), ILO (2012), Okafor (2011) are all alarmed at the nature, extent, pattern and
consequences of the problemsof poverty and unemployment. Iwarieme-Jgja (2013),
Michael (2010) and Obioha (2004) have al acknowledged theimpact of poverty and
unemployment in youth criminality. Cooney (2012) hasdemonstrated that many of the
socio-economi ¢ chal lengesfacing the nati ons can be addressed viaentrepreneurship kil
education. Thereview of literature established that youth criminality isontheincrease
partly because of thehighlevel of unemployment and poverty.

Itisworrisometherefore, that someof thegraduatesfrom our ingtitutionsof learning
arenot empl oyable and cannot even createjobsfor themsel ves and others becausethey
lack therequisite entrepreneurial skills. Sincewhitecollar jobsarein short supply, thereis
urgent need toincul cate entrepreneurshi p skillson youthswhilein schoolsso that they can
be off the streetsasthey engagein meaningful devel opmental economic activities. When
youthsare adequately trained with the requisite entrepreneurship skills, they can start up
and run abusiness successfully. Similarly those with adequate skills can be employed
either inthepublic or private sector of theeconomy. Thiswill reducetherisk of thesecrop
of youthsbecoming vulnerableto crimindity such askidnapping, rape, armed robbery and
other socia viceswhich many unemployed and poverty stricken youths are currently
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involved (Nwachukwu and Nwamuo, 2010; Michael, 2010). Entrepreneurship skills
afford theyouth therisk taking ability and innovative capabilitiesto set up an enterprise
rather than waiting to be employed. Thisacquisition of skills, ideas, managerial and
communicative abilitiesnecessary for self-reliance hel psin reducing unemployment and
poverty through creation of va uablejobsby theentrepreneur. Going beyond employment
creation, entrepreneurship skillsacquisition enabl esgraduates have salf-determination to
createtheir own future, exploit and utilize existing opportunitiesin the complex society
(Georgeand Archibong 2010). Thisaccording to Smith (2012) will inevitably reducethe
rateof crimesincemany of theyouthswill beemployed.

Criminality requiresskillsand energy. Theyouth are energetic. If alot of energy
and, intelligencearechanneed to crimind activities, itiscrysa clear that when such energy
andintelligence are guided through entrepreneurship skillseducation, thesameenergy and
intelligence could beusedin activitiesthat are socialy and economically approved by the
society. Theseactivitiesmay involverendering servicesthat will beof valueto the society.
Ogunmade (2013) arguesthat many Nigerian graduatesare not empl oyable because they
lack adequate skills. Thisto him makes many of them unemployable. With adequate skills
acquired through education and training, it will becomeeasy to employ them. Hemaintains
that youthsthat are gainfully employed will not havetimeto embark on somecriminal
activitieslike armed robbery and kidnapping. Entrepreneurship skillseducation equipsthe
youthswith cregtive, innovativetraitsand the requisiteforeknowledgeto promotelocal
technology. Trained entrepreneursare capabl e of tapping fromimmediate environment.
Thiswill helptodriveloca economy, createjobsand wealthin society.

Avallability of jobsand weath will inevitably reducetherateof criminality among
youths. Ademola(2012) maintainsthat crimewill reduce when asociety hasmany jobsfor
theyouthandtheleve of poverty isreduced. Inal societies, entrepreneurship skillseducation
incul catesinlearner the mentality of financia prudence meant, investment potentialshard
work and savings. Commenting on theroleof entrepreneurship skillseducationin addressing
criminality among youths, UduA., Udu G and Eze (2008) observethat entrepreneurship
skillseducationisamagjor driver of theeconomy asexemplified in Japan and South Korea.
With entrepreneurship skillseducation, Adeoti (2013) maintainsthat jobswill be created
and the corresponding long—run socia effectsiscrimereduction. Thiswill be possible
because poverty and unemployment which are the major soci o-economic determinants of
youth’scriminality in most devel oping countrieswill be addressed.

Findly, Okafor (2011) assertsthat if poverty and unemployment aretwintriggers
of crimein many developing nations, thereforeif the problemsare adequately addressed,
itwill reduce criminality. To him, thiscan partly be addressed through entrepreneurship
education. It requisiteskillsif adequately imbibed and utilized by theyouths, poverty will
be addressed, thus crime situation will reduce. Okon and Uke (2015) say entrepreneurship
skillseducation stimulatesrural, economic and industrial development. It contributestothe
development of rural areas. Youthsdo this by using the knowledge acquired through
entrepreneurship skillseducation to establish small/medium scaleenterpriseintherural
areas, thereby discouraging youthsfrom migrating to urban areasin search of white—
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collar jobswhicharein short supply. Thiswill prevent many of theyouthsfrom becoming
urban vagabonds and criminals, which is common in the urban area. Through
entrepreneurship skillseducation, utilization of local resourcesismade possible. Graduates
will set up and run small/medium scal e enterprise, which will afford them the opportunities
to uselocal resourcesthereby creating jobsfor different group of youths and reduce
crimind activities.

Table 1: Unemployment Ratesby Statesin Nigeria2002-2011

Abia 14.8 11.4 9.7 7.9 13.5 10.9 14.5 14.5 15.5 11.2
Adamawa 12.9 11.9 16.7 21.4 17.9 11.9 29.4 29.4 31.4 18.4
A/lbom 12.3 14.4 14.4 14.4 15.3 13.5 34.1 34.1 36.1 18.4
Anambra 6.6 9.1 9.5 9.8 10.8 11.1 16.8 16.8 17.8 12.2
Bauchi 10.4 20.5 25.1 29.7 23.9 7.3 37.2 37.2 39.2 41.4
Bayelsa 3.5 7.1 14.0 20.9 16.0 6.9 38.4 38.4 40.4 23.9
Benue 8.2 4.8 11.7 18.6 10.8 67.4 8.5 8.5 9.5 14.2
Borno 6.4 0.8 3.6 6.3 5.8 7.8 27.7 27.7 29.7 29.1
C/River 7.9 12.0 11.5 11.1 16.9 11.8 14.3 14.3 15.3 18.2
Delta 14.9 17.1 10.8 4.5 13.8 18.9 18.4 18.4 20.8 27.2
Ebonyi 2.8 16.7 11.8 7.0 10.9 11.5 12.0 12.0 13.0 23.1
Edo 4.8 3.1 6.5 9.9 8.6 5.1 12.2 12.2 13.2 35.2
Ekiti 17.5 8.2 7.9 7.5 8.7 15.6 20.6 20.6 22.6 12.1
Enugu 15.2 16.5 21.6 27.4 20.0 11.5 14.9 14.9 15.9 25.2
Gombe 13.4 7.6 15.2 22.8 15.6 10.5 32.1 32.1 34.1 38.7
Imo 19.9 22.1 19.3 16.5 21.5 7.6 20.8 20.8 22.8 35.9
Jigawa 6.1 20.5 19.8 19.1 21.6 17.4 26.5 26.5 28.5 35.9
Kaduna 8.4 19.6 15.9 12.1 14.1 5.9 11.6 11.6 12.6 30.3
Kano 12.8 25.9 22.5 19.1 19.4 12.7 27.6 27.6 29.6 21.3
Katsina 10.4 20.3 22.1 23.8 19.3 5.8 37.3 37.3 39.3 28.1
Kebbi 12.3 19.8 19.9 19.9 15.2 11.8 12.0 12.0 13.0 25.3
Kogi 19.9 14.9 11.8 8.7 12.5 16.5 19.0 19.0 21.0 14.4
Kwara 8.8 5.4 4.2 2.9 7.5 16.4 11.0 11.0 12.0 7.1

Lagos 8.0 25.6 16.1 6.5 15.5 10.2 19.5 19.5 20.5 8.3

Nasarawa 1.6 5.1 6.9 8.7 8.1 7.6 10.1 10.1 11.1 36.5
Niger 6.3 6.7 3.5 0.2 3.6 17.0 11.9 11.9 12.9 39.4
Ogun 9.2 1.3 1.9 2.5 2.3 3.9 8.5 8.5 9.5 22.9
Ondo 16.8 7.3 6.8 6.2 6.7 5.8 14.9 14.9 16.9 12.5
Osun 1.0 0.4 1.2 1.9 2.7 6.3 12.6 12.6 13.6 3.0

Oyo 7.0 0.8 3.1 5.3 4.3 6.5 14.9 14.9 15.9 8.9

Plateau 11.8 0.4 1.6 2.8 2.9 8.7 7.1 7.1 8.1 25.3
Rivers 6.6 15.3 11.2 7.0 25.0 4.7 27.9 27.9 29.9 25.5
Sokoto 4.1 4.9 4.5 4.1 6.4 12.1 22.4 22.4 24.4 17.9
Taraba 16.8 23.8 13.6 3.4 14.0 5.9 26.8 26.8 28.8 12.7
Yobe 15.0 12.1 10.7 8.0 13.6 19.9 27.3 27.3 29.3 35.6
Zamfara 46.4 71.5 61.3 51.1 50.8 12.8 13.3 13.3 14.3 42.6
FCT 14.4 5.3 5.9 6.5 16.4 16.4 21.5 21.5 23.5 21.1
Nigeria 12.6 14.8 13.4 11.9 13.7 14.6 19.7 19.7 21.5 23.9

Source: NBS(2010); CBN Annual Report and Statement of Account

Challengesof Acquiring Entrepreneur ship SkillsEducationin Nigeria

Every programmeor palicy in Nigeriaisawaysconfronted with many challenges. Chalenges
arenot peculiar to Nigeria, asall societies of theworld have difficultiesimplementing
programmes. UduA., Udu G and Eze (2008), Nwagwu (2014) have all agreed that the
problem of most devel oping countriesistheimplementation of programmesthat arecarefully
designed by experts. Thecongraintsto theentrepreneurship skillseducation haveinevitably
prevented thefull reglization of the objectivesof the programme. The ongoing dichotomy
between the polytechnic graduates and the university graduatesisnot in any way helping
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mattersinthisdirection. To attain astatus of sustained economy, Nigeriashould seethe

indispensableroles played by both armsof thetertiary ingtitution and jettison any form of

dichotomy. Osuaa(2010), Ojo, Abayomi and Odozi (2014) havereflected on some of

the obstacl esto entrepreneurship skillseducationin Nigeria. These obstaclesare:

1. I nadequate funding by government and non-governmental organizations. Thisis
one of themajor obstaclesto the success of programmesand policiesin Nigeria
and somedevel oping countries,

2. Ineffective programme design, planning, monitoring and evaluation of the
programme across board.

3. Poor implementation of programmesat variouslevels.

4, Insufficient infrastructural facilities, material sand equi pment that could facilitate

teaching and training of thosein need of the entrepreneuria knowledge. .

5. Thechallengesposed on globdization, informeati on and communi cation technol ogy
(ICT) haveimpacted our school curriculum, teaching methods, facilities, staff and
equipment.

6. I nsufficient competent, qualified teachersand instructorsaswell as supporting
staff at all levels. Qualified entrepreneurship instructorsrequired to impart the
requisiteentrepreneuria skillsto studentsin Nigeriaarein short supply.

7. | nsufficient motivationsin termsof remuneration, allowances, awards, praises,

holidaysetc. for existing teaching and non-teaching staff. Thisinevitably affects

their performances, innovation, cregtivity andinitiative.

Too much emphasison theoritical rather than practical knowledgein Nigeria

Endemic corruption that hasravaged our society.

10.  Lackof maintenanceculturein Nigeria

1. Unwillingness of the existing entrepreneursto transmit therequisite skillsand
competenciesto others.

© ®

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Entrepreneurship skillseducationisconsidered asaveritabletool capable of addressing
the scourging problemsof unemployment, poverty and youth crimindity. WhentheNigerian
youthsare adequately incul cated with requisite entrepreneurship skillsviaeducation and
training, they utilizethe acquired skillsto explorethelr environments, create smal/medium
scalejobsfor themsel vesand other youths. Thiswill make them self- reliant and self-
employed rather than migrating from one urban centreto another in search of white-collar
jobswhich arein short supply, and subsequently resorting to criminality asameans of
survival. The devel opment of entrepreneurship skillseducation will inevitably resultsin
creating employment, providing rear opportunitiesfor theyouths, developing their skills,
transforming them fromjob seekerstojob creators. Based ontheforegoing, thefollowing
arerecommended.
1 Thereisurgent need to reactivate entrepreneurship skillseducationin al our
institutions of learning, thereby preparing studentsto be ready for businessor
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commercia venturesbeforeleaving school .

2. Our school curriculum should be designed in such away that entrepreneurship
skillseducationwill be practice-orientated.
3. Thereisneed to organizeexcurson programmes, seminar's, conferencesandtraining

at al levelsof our education so that pupilsand studentswill have the opportunity

of interacting with successful entrepreneurs.

Loca craft and handicraft should be re-introduced in our primary schools.

Government, non-governmenta organizationsand philanthropist should periodicaly

organizeentrepreneurship skillsacquistiontraining for youthsand upon completion

of thetraining, they should be assisted financially to start abusinessventure.

6. The government and non-governmental organizations should embark on
enlightenment campaign to sensitize youths on the need to shun all forms of
criminality and stressthe need for honest livelihood and need for acquisition of
entrepreneurship skillseducationto maintaintheir lives.

7. Parents, guardians, and community |eadersshould admonish and encourageyouths
tolearn atrade or acquire entrepreneurship skillswhen on vacation.

8. Government at al levelsshould takefunding of entrepreneurship skillseducation
serioudy. Thiscan beachieved viaupward review of theyearly budgetary alocation
to educational sector.

9. Private organizations should be encouraged to take up the provision of
entrepreneurship skillseducation as part of its corporate social responsibility to
the nation. By so doing, youthswill be engaged in lawful venturesrather than
indulgingincrimind activities.

10.  Teachinginthisfield should be encouraged by way of sending them for further
training so asto be sufficiently abletoimpart their skillsto beyouths.

o s
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