NigeriaCertificatein Education Programme:
TheNeed for Restructuring

Ekeng, M. W.

ABSTRACT

The NCE programme was created in line with the Ashby Report on Educationin
1959, which emphasized the need for the training of middle level manpower for
our educational institutions. Initially, granduands from Colleges of Education,
that is to say, NCE holders were employed to teach in secondary schools (both
junior and senior secondary), but with the abolition of Teachers’ Training Colleges
(who hitherto produced teachers for primary schools), NCE holders were thus
redirected to teach mainly in the Basic Education years (primary and junior
secondary schools). A close look at most of the programmes run in Colleges of
Education shows that these Courses or Programmes are not restructured to meet
the new academic needs and demands of pupilsin primary schools and students
injunior secondary schools. NCE students are still trained asif they areto teach
in both junior and senior secondary schools. Thus, this work is primarily
concerned with the need to restructure the programmein the Nigeria Certificate
in Education to enable it serve the present need for which it meant to meet. It is
on this premise that this study advocates that curriculum experts and National
Commission for Colleges of Education should urgently restructure NCE
programmes, (not only in Federal Colleges of Education), to addressits present
status and to meet the needs of the society.

Keywords: Nigeria Certificate in Education, National Policy on Education,
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INTRODUCTION

Teaching isindeed achallenging profession and theteacher isthemost important factor in
thelearning environment according to Peretomode (1992). Thus, teacher preparationisof
utmost important in any society. Federa Republic of Nigeria(2004) rightly pointsout that
no education can rise abovethe quality of itsteachers, thus, thereisneed to placemajor
emphasison educational planning and development. Theimplication of thisisthat the
successor failure of any educational system dependsgreatly on theteacher. So, teacher
preparedness must be of utmost importanceto any nation. Thisiswhy according tothe
Nationa Policy on Education (2004), NigeriaCertificatein Education (NCE) isconsidered
theminimum qudlification for entering into theteaching professonin Nigeria. Enighe (2005)
putsthisexplicitly when shesaysthat the ultimategod or destination of educationinNigeria
isquality assurance. Onedesiresan educationd systemthat isnot only qualitative but also
assuring of afuturedevoid of fallen standards. Shewent onto say that, because education
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doesnot occur in avacuum (and not transmitted through avacuum), theimportance of a
teacher becomesobviousin the attainment of educational goals. For education therefore
to bequditative and assuring, theteacher whoistheinstrument and chief character inthe
classroom, must first be qualitatively and assumingly equipped to performfor qualitative
and assuring results. Sadly, thisisnot the case in Nigeria. Ureubu (2006) posits that
equally worrisomeisthat most of our teacher education institutionsturn out teachersthat
aredeficient in content and methodol ogy, thus are unableto handleteaching effectively.
TheNationa Policy on Education (2004) stipulatesthat NigeriaCertificatein Education
(NCE) shal beissued by Collegesof Education, National Teachers Ingtitute and Schools
of Educationin Polytechnics.

ThePolicy a so stipul atesthat teacher education shdl continueto take cognizance
of changesin methodology and in the curriculum. Onethenwonderswhether the present
programmesrun by most Collegesof Education areredly “taking cognizance of changes
inmethodology andinthecurriculum”. Using Akwalbom State College of Educationas
our case study, the NCE programmes are flogged with courses (subjects) that are not
taught, relevant or offeredin our Basic Education Schools—Primary 1 —6, and Junior
Secondary 1- 3. The NCE holders, most times are trained and pushed into the labour
market, wherethey seethemselvesto betreading on an unfamiliar terrains.

A greater number of them resort to dodging the teaching of some subjects(if they
can), opttoteachinthelowest levelsof the school (the Early Childhood Careand Education
(ECCE) section). Othersjust gointo the classand teach whatever they fedl liketeaching,
thinking that the pupils*do not know anything”. Some of them may go to the extent of
influencing their postingsto most remote areas so that they may avoid going to work for
weeksonly to show-up when thereare rumoursof impending inspection by the Education
supervisors, who most times notify the Head teacher or the Principal of their impending
visitsexpecting some“fat envelops’ inreturn, fromthe Principa . Thereisneed therefore
tolook at the Basi c Education Programme and appraiseit with the courses (subjects) run
by most Collegesof Education, inthe country.

Primary Education and itsGoals

Primary Educationisthefoundation of al educational endeavours, structures, policiesand
programmes of any nation (Maduewes, 2005). Thus, apoor system of primary education
compromisesthe entire system of human capital development. It produces studentswho
are poorly prepared for secondary and tertiary levels of education and adult who are
illiterates (Lockheed and Verspoor, 1993). They went onto say that, most importantly, it
doesnot produce enough truly educated parents, workersand managerswho can contribute
to development. Thus, improving thequality of education for pupilsin primary school isa
prerequisitefor devel oping the human resource base requirement, to meet the changing
technologica demandsfor the 21t century. According to theNational Policy on Education
(2004), thegodsof primary education includethefollowing:

€) I ncul cate permanent literacy and numeracy and ability to communicateeffectively.
(b) Lay asound basisfor scientific and reflectivethinking.
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(© M ake citi zenship education abasisfor effective participation in and contribution
tothelifeof thesociety.

(d) Mould the character and devel op sound attitude and moralsin the child.

(e Developinthechildtheability to adapt to the child’schanging environment.

® Givethechild opportunitiesfor devel oping manipulative skillsthat will enablethe
childfunction effectively inthesociety withinthelimitsof thechild’ scapacity.

(9 Providethe child with basic skillsfor further educationa advancements, including
preparation for tradesand crafts of thelocality.

Also, thecurriculumfor Primary Education shdl include: Language, Environmert,
English, French, Arabic, Mathematics, Science, Physica and Health Education, Religious
Knowledge, Agriculture/Home Economics, Social Studiesand Citizenship Education,
Cultural and Creative Art (Drawing, Handicraft, Music and Cultural Activities) and
Computer Education.

TheJunior Secondary School

Federal Republic of Nigeria(2004) statesthat the Junior Secondary School shall beboth
pre-vocational and academic. It shall teach basic subjectswhich will enable pupilsto
acquirefurther knowledge and skills. The subjectsto be offered are: English, French,
Mathematics, Language of theenvironment, onemajor Nigerian Language other than that
of the environment, Integrated Science, Social Studiesand Citizenship Education and
I ntroductory Technology. Junior Secondary School studentsare expected alsoto offer at
least one of these subjects: Agriculture, Business Studies, Home Economics, Locd Crafts,
Computer Education, FineArtsand Music. Also, they must offer onein these group -
ReligiousKnowledge, Physica and Hedlth Educationand Arabic.

Collegeof Education in Akwalbom Sate
InAkwalbom State College of Education, AfahaNsit - one seesthat thereare sx Schools
inthelnstitution. Asshowninthetable, and the various departments.

School Department

Education (1) Foundations(ii) Curriculumand Teaching

Art/Socid Sciences (1) Socid Studies(ii) Political Science (iii) Economics
Sciences () Biology (ii) Chemistry (iii) Physics(iv) Integrated

Science (v) Mathematics (vi) Computer Science
(vii) Physical and Hedlth Education

Vocationd/Technica (1) BusnessEducation (i) Agricultural Science(iii) Home
Economics(iv) Technical Education

Primary Education (i) Primary Education Studies(ii) Early Childhood Care
and Education (iii) Adult and Non-Forma Education

Languages (i) Efik/Ibibio (ii) French (iii) English
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School of Education

Thisisthe*“mother” of al other Schoolsin the Ingtitution. The school hopesto equip the
Sudent-teacher with thefoundationa knowledgeof theart and act of teaching. Foundationd
coursesthat aretaught aim at preparing the student-teacher on what hewill meetinthe
classroom setting. Also, coursesin Curriculum and Teaching are structured to equip the
student-teacher on how hewill carry on hisinstruction (teaching) intheclassroom. Thus,
both the methodol ogy and content of teaching are emphasi zed inthis School . Asthepolicy
emphasizesontheneedto useingtructiona materidsand teaching aidsinthelower leve of
education, coursesto helpimprovetheseteaching aidsare offered and the udent-teachers
areexposed to their uses. Thus, School of Educationisamajor unitin any college of
education or teachers trainingingitution.

School of Art and Social Sciences

Socid Studiesisconsdered asoneof themgjor subjectsto betaught inthe Basic Education
years. Ekeng (2010) recordsthat Social Studiesisaprocessof education that hasgoals,
purposesand amsat preparing achild to take up responsiblerolesin the society. For this
to be possible, the subject trainsthe child and package him with val ues, skillsand dexterity,
knowledge and attitude needed for hissurvival in the society. Udoukpong, Emah and
Okon (2006) maintain that the subject promotes students growth asindividualsand as
citizensof anation and of increasingly interdependent world. Onetherefore seesthat
Socia Studiesisvery necessary in order to develop theinquiry and reflectiveminds of the
young ones. Political Scienceand Economicsare Socia Sciencesthat deal with human
behavioura pattern. These subjectsare not studied in the Basic Education (Primary and
Junior Secondary Schools). Onewonderswhy these courses continueto be offeredin
Collegesof Educationwho aretraining teachersto teach in the Basic Education years.
Thisnegatesthefunctiondity theory of any educationd system; astheknowledgegainedis
expected to haveadirect or corresponding benefit to the society. Thereistherefore need
toredirect our studentsto other departmentsthat will help preparethem for the present
education disposition and knowledge that will have direct bearing on our national
development.

School of Sciences

Idris(2010) defines science education asaway of doing things, whichinvolvesobserving
natural phenomena, qualifying what hasbeen observed and trying to bring meaning tothis
observation. He notesthat Science Educationisfundamental; it issomething we cannot
get along without becauseit isessential to understanding theworld welivein. Omoifo
(2007) statesthat her research was necessitated by the Federal Ministry of Education’s
directivethat in Federal Collegesof Education, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, etc. should
beintegrated and studied asIntegrated Science. But the caseisnot soin most Collegesof
Education. Whereasthe goa s of science educationinclude:

I. Cultivateinquiring, knowing and rationa mindfor theconduct of alifeinthesociety.
i. Produce scientistsfor nationa development.
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il Scientific studiesin technol ogy and the cause of technologica devel opment; and

V. Provide knowledge and understanding of the complexity of the physical world,
theformsand the conduct of life.

With these, Science Education doesthefollowing to the pupils, according to Olodu and

Osagiede (2011).

1. Science hel pspupilsto explain eventsin natureidentifying those beliefsthat are

uperdtitious.

2. Scienceteacheschildren how to think and reasonin alogical manner.

3. Scienceteaches children how to solve simple problemsthey encounter on aday
today basis.

4, Sciencehelpspupilsto developtheir physicd skillse.g. throughthe proper handling
of objectsand microscope.

5. Scienceenablespupilsdeve opsocid killseg. establishing friendshipwhileworking
cooperatively ingroups.

6. Sciencehelpschildren satisfy their natural curiosity through opportunitiesto carry
scientificinvestigation.

7. Science helpsto prepareindividualsfor future career in medicine, pharmacy,
engineering, and soon.

Oneseesthat Biology, Chemistry and Physicsare not subjectsoffered in primary
or junior secondary schools. Awarding NCE in these sciencesmay not really preparethe
student — teacher to facewhat he may find inthe primary science or integrated science
curriculum. A new and relevant department coul d be created out of these subject aress,
called Basic Science or Primary Science Department. In this“ new department”, some
basi ¢ conceptsin science teaching would be thoroughly exposed to the NCE graduates.
Pupilswill not just betrained to ‘ remember’ but to ‘ understand’ these scientific principles
and apply thesein our quest for science and technol ogical advancement.

Inthis‘Basic Science Department’, the student-teacher would be exposed to the
method content and pedagogical ways of teaching sciencein thefoundational level of
education. When thisscienceteaching isproperly done, societal problemsin agriculture,
industry, health and soci o-economic development will betaken care of . Bessong, Ekpo,
Effiong and Usang (2006) record that L agos State Government in 1993/94 built aCollege
primarily totrainteacherswhowill teach Primary Scienceinthe primary schools. Omoifo
(2007) maintainsthat the Federal Ministry of Education had directed that the preparation
of Scienceteachersin Federal Collegesof Education beinintegrated form. Shesaysthat
Collegesof Education such asFedera College of Education Okene, Abeokuta, Pankshin,
Bichi and Yolanolonger have departmentsof Chemistry, Physicsand Biology. Onewonders
why thisdirectiveismeant only for Federa Collegesof Education and doesnot apply to
the State owned colleges of education.

School of Vocational and Technical Education

Thegoalsof Vocationd Education areto:

@ Provide trained manpower in the applied science, technology and business
particularly in craft, advanced craft and technicd levels.
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(b) Providethetechnical knowledge and vocationa skillsnecessary for agricultural,
commercia and economic development.
() Givetraining andimpart the necessary skillstoindividua who shall be self-reliant
economicaly.
Vocational/technical education, when properly acquired, canlead to creation of sufficient
job opportunitiesin the country. Entrepreneurship education providesthe basefor the
development of aprivate sector economy as opposed to public service oriented education
whereindividuasare prepared for whitecollar jobs (Bassey and Archibong, 2005). Agbede
(2011) liststhe areas whereby granduandsfrom these departments can create wealth for
themselvesand a so transfer thisknowledge to the young onesin school. Theareasare:
trade and crafts, weaving, technical drawing, music, agricultural education, electrical/
electronics, marketing, hotel and catering, home management, auto-mechanic, carpentry,
textileand clothing, fineand crestive arts.

Onenoticesthat this School lacks enough trained manpower who canimpart the
necessary knowledge, attitudesand skillsto the students. Agbede maintainsthat Vocational/
technical educationwill, of course be efficient and effectivein proportion astheteacher
had asuccesstul training and experiencein the gpplication of theknowledge and skillshe
undertakesto teach. Thereisneed thereforeto restructurethis School and rel evant courses
taught; if our quest to achieveour vision 20, 20:20isto berealized.

School of Primary Education

The schooal isdivided into three departments— Primary Education Studies (PES), Early
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) and Adult and Non-Formal Education. PES
concernsitsalf with the preparation of the student-teacher to teach mainly in primary school
whilethe ECCE preparesthem for practical and activity-based teaching in pre-primary.
Adult and Non-Formal education prepares youths and adults who may not have had
opportunity or could not completetheir education dueto onefactor or the other, tofunctiona
education, outside the formal school system. This School is considered as the most
appropriatefor thetraining of middlelevel manpower for our primary schools. Thedifferent
subjectsoffered in primary schoolsare taught in detailed, by specialised lecturersand
these courses have direct bearing on what the student-teacher will experiencein the
classroom. Seeing theimportance of this School, it isexpected that College of Education
and Universitiesawarding NCE and degreein PES be encouraged asthe primary level of
education isthefoundation to any other level in education and thislevel must not betoyed
with.

School of Languages

Languageteaching and how it affectsthe nationsand individua developments cannot be
over-emphasized. Languageteachingisthe bedrock of all academic activitiesand failure
inlanguage coursesisamost synonymousto completeeducationd failure. Therearethree
departmentsin the School — Eflk/Ibibio, French and English. Asthe Policy statement; p.
12 and 16 providethat the medium of instruction in the pre-primary and thefirst three
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yearsof primary education shal bethelanguage of theenvironment, thereisneed therefore

for theteaching and learning of Efik/Ibibio to beencouraged. Orthography inthislanguage

should be developed and many students motivated to study the language. Frenchis

considered asthe second official languagein Nigeriaand Ezenwa (2006) maintainsthat

thereisneed to motivate pupilstolearnthislanguage. She said that the French teacher can

usethefollowing strategiestodothis;

- Creating awarenessof French.

- Creating an enabling environment for studying French (both physical and
psychologicdly).

- Devel oping alearner-centered instruction.

- Using appropriateingtructiona materials.

- Helping unmotivated sudents.

Withthese, pupilswill have moreinterest to study thislanguage, asthereisneed for more

teachersto teach thissubject in our educationd ingtitutions.

Englishisconsidered astheofficial languagein Nigeria. 1sah (2006) assertsthat
thisisbecauseitisthelanguage of government, education and administration aswell asthe
genera language of both national and international transactions. Hemaintainsthat English
language, unlikeother subjectsinthe school curriculumisaskill-based course. Thismeans
that studentsare expected to haveahigh level of proficiency inthe use of thelanguage.
Thus, thereisneed to provide specidised teachers of thelanguageto the basic education
pupils, asthisisthefoundation to other educational levels.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the different views and analysis of thiswork, the writer agreeswith Ebong
(2006), Ekeng (2012), Udoukpong, Emah and Okon (2006) that the Six important spheres
of educationin Nigeria—Early Childhood Careand Educetion, Bas ¢ Education, Secondary
Education, Tertiary Education, Adult and Non-Formal Education and Special Need
Education, are based on the prevailing policy structure and governance, the physical
infrastructure available, deployment of technol ogy, academic achievements, monitoring
and inspection, thequality of curriculum, teacher quality and supply and thefunctioning
and equity issues.

Itistheview of thewriter that NCE graduatesbe madeto teach only in primary
schools. Education graduates (First degree holders) from the Universitiesshould teachin
Secondary Schoolsand higher degree holdersin Education bemadetoteachin Colleges
of Education and Facultiesof Educationinthe Universities. Thisorder will help promote
efficiency and stabilize our educationa polity inour quest for functiona education system.
Themethodol ogy and content of teachingwill be handled by educationa professiona and
theaim of teaching whichliesinintegrating theindividua into asound and effectivecitizen
would berealized. It will also gear towards self-reali zation, better human relationship,
individua and national efficiency, effective citizenship, national consciousness, unity, as
well associal, cultural, economic, scientific and teaching progress of the nation. The
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recommendations shall be done based on the different schoolsin the College:

I. Seeing theimportance of the School of Educationin preparing theteacher-trainees,
more departments should be created; instead of the present two. These could be
- Foundetions
- Guidanceand Counsdling
- Management and Planning
- Curriculumand Teaching

Instructiond Technology

i. In School of Art/Social Science, Social Studiesand another department called
Integrated Artsshould be created, asthiswill integrate conceptsfrom humanities,
Socid Science, Mus candArtsand theteacher-traineewill bethoroughly equipped
intheArts/Socid Sciencemethodology. Inthiseraof mord laxity andriseinvices
among our young ones, thereisneed for adepartment of Christian RdigiousStudies
wherevirtuesdesirablein the society will betaught and they are expected to pass
these acrossto the pupilsin the classroom.

i The School of Sciencescan creste adepartment that integrates conceptsin Biology,
Chemistry and Physics and this department could be called Basic Science or
Primary Science Department. Thiswill beinlinewiththedirectivesof the Federa
Ministry of Educationin 1992 that the preparation of Scienceteachersin® Federa
Collegesof Education” beinintegrated form. Onewonderswhy thisdirectivewas
only directed to Federa Collegesof Educetion. Thus, thereisneed for theNational
Commissionfor Collegesof Education and the Federal Ministry of Educationto
enforcetheimplementation of thisdirective, asthiswill enhanceour aimfor science
and technol ogica advancement. Also, computer |aboratory should bewe | equipped
and specialistsemployed that will de-emphasizein thetheoretical aspect while
promoting or encouraging the practical application of our ICT and itsattendants
development.

\VA AsBusiness Studiesisapre-vocational eectivein junior secondary school, there
isneed thereforeto train moreteachersin thisarea, asthe present enrolment is
inadequate. Onerealizesthat the School of Vocational/Technical Education has
thelowest number of enrolment in the College during the 2014/2015 academic
session. Thereisneed to create awareness of the benefits accruing to students
who study thesevocational studies. Thisisthe school that can prepare oneto be
sdlf-reliant and thishasadirect way of checking ‘ unemployment plague’ in our
country. Home Economicsand Technical Education (Introductory Technol ogy)
department shoul d receive more encouragement and modern equi pment provided
inthetraining of the students. Also, more students should be encouraged to study
these subjectsasthere are great benefits attached to these.

V. AsSchooal of Primary Educationisthe mgor School where*real” primary school
teachersaretrained, it isrecommended that more than half of the candidates
seeking admissioninto Colleges of Education should bedirected toenroll inthis
Schoal. Withthis, better trained personnel will teachin our primary schools, which
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isthefoundation for al other educationa attainment.

Vi. Thetraining of teachersto teach L anguage of theimmediate environment should
befocused inthe School of Languages, asthere are dearth to these languages.
Thiscould bedone by making thelanguage of theimmediateenvironment asingle
major or acompulsory combination to any other language studied. For example,
ateacher-traineewho wantsto study English, would be madeto study English,
Efik/Ibibio, not just English. Also, Hausa, Yorubaand Igbo teachersbetrained as
theimpact of theselanguagesarenot felt outside their ‘ speaking environment’.

Vil. Thereisneed to promote the study of Art/CreativeArt in our schools. Thusa
department of CreativeArtsshould be created, and thiswill encompassmusic,
cultural activitiesof theenvironment, drawing, and handicraft.

Viil. Inlieu of themoral decadencein our society, thereisneed to create Religious
Studies Department in Colleges of Education and moral instruction taught tothe
young mindsasaway of checking somesocial vicesinthe society.
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