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ABSTRACT

There can be no doubt that education opens people’'s mindset, enlightens their
knowledge, equips them to pursue freedom and links them with liberation and
independence. It assists the society in various ways, such as agriculture,
manufacturing, research among others. The examination of education policy
and political system of a nation indicates that educational programmes of a
country do not operate in isolation and such depends largely on the political
powers that be. There is also the indication that the approach and plan to
provide education services dependslargely on the ideol ogy of the ruling political
party; theideology of the ruling party dictates who funds education; theideology
of the ruling party determines who controls the educational institutions; while it
should be noted that the ideological camp, which a country belongs, dictates the
type or form of education in the country.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is seen asavital tool to the development of any society. It aimsat raising
championswho usetheir ingenuitiesto reshape, reconstruct and rebuild the pillarserected
by theforefathers. No nation surviveswithout education. It isseen asasourceof investment
and development. Most peopleremain blind; othersstick rigidly to their old waysof doing
thingswhilefew seethe need to pursuetheevolutiond trend in education acrosstheglobe.
Hoyle (1989) posits that a nation’s quest for education can be traceable to her
developmentd strategiesaswell aspolicies. Theresultant effect isusually enormous. In
other words, development can be said to be afunction of education. Look at ahighly
industrialized nation and you will see anation that embraces education and itsvarious
aspectsof operations. Education opens people’ smindset, enlightenstheir knowledge,
equipsthem to pursuefreedom and linksthem with liberation and independence. It asssts
the society invariousways, such asagriculture, manufacturing, research among others.
Ball (2002), Czinkottaand Ikka(2002) opinethat the United States of Americahasthe
largest population of highincome consumersintheworld. Competitionfor their patronage
ishigh. Ball (2002) stressesfurther that manufacturerstend to | ook for waysof satisfying
their consumersbecause of this, they invest in research and devel opment. Consequently,
thedesign and production methodsare up to dateaways. In essence, Czinkottaand Ikka
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(2002) point out that America hasthe highest number of new products because of the
factor stated above. Theforegoing has been necessitated asaresult of the advancements
intheir education system. Thus, intheview of Hoyle (1989), competition within societies
should beembracedintermsof educationa attainment. Thereshould becompetitionwithin
societies, regions, states, countriesand even continents. Soci eties could cometogether to
competewith other society. Sometimes, it could be between two or morecountriesinall
aspectsof theeconomy. Ball (2002) notesthat competitionisahealthy development for
societies; thisisbecause it compelsthe competitions to adequately satisfy the target
otherwise patronagewould drop.

Education Policy, Political | deology and System of a Nation for Development
Educationd programmesof acountry do not operateinisolation. It dependslargely onthe
political powersthat be. Political |eadership on the other hand operateswithinthe political
system. For Hoyle (1989), education policy means general statements that contain
principles, regulationsand rulesthat govern, influence and determinethe decisionson how
to educate the citizens, whereto get them empl oyed, who to teach them and to finance
their education. In Nigeria, new educational policies evolve to meet the demands of
individual sand interest groups, meet the demands of thelarger society and to meet the
world technol ogies change and development (FRN, 2014). Bozimo and Sanda (2007)
identify magjor modesof theinfluence of ideology on the planning of education policy and
programme. Theseare:
1 The approach and plan to provide education services dependslargely on the
ideology of theruling political party.
2. Theideology of theruling party dictateswho funds education.
3. Theideology of theruling party determineswho controlstheeducationd inditutions.
4 Theideological camp, which a country belongs, dictates the type or form of
educationinthecountry.
Thus, thispolicy stipul atesthe variouswaysof operating the education system. Thorough
examination of theinterface between political syssemand educationa policy formulationis
essential to establishing therelationship existing between thetwo. No doubt, Bozimo and
Sanda(20007) stressthat education isprovided by meansof political system, it derivesits
authority and resourcesallocation from the political system. It isthereforeimportant to
notethat no educationa systemscan survivewithout thefinancia support and protection
of thegovernment. According to FRN (2014), the government determinesdirection of the
education system by formulating and interpreting educationa lawsand policies, and also
establishing standard for measurement of educationd quality. Thereisalwayspolitical or
socid purposebehind any educational policy. InNigeria, thereare severa considerations
ranging fromreligious, ethnic, politica and economicthat ssemsto determinethedirection
of policies,

I mpact of Education on the Development and Well-being of Society
Education formsthe essence of all societa actions. People sactionreflectstheir level of
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exposureand experience. What they doiswhat they know and havelearned, ether through
instructionsor through observation and assimilation. Any time people make no effort to
learn, their mind will dwaysanayzethesmilaritiesaswell asthedifferenceswithinthe
context which makesthe topic stand out or seem different. Thisnotion holdsthat the
potentia tolearn moreaboundsin the mind and thelimitation to expanding the horizons of
knowledgeisaittributed to self-doulbt, socia, emotiona or economic condraints. For Angerer
(2003), most people believethat education isanecessity, they tend to useit asatool for
reaching aspecific target or personal mark, after which thereisno further need to seek
greater education.

Nonetheless, theimportance of educationin society isindispensableand cohering,
which is why society and knowledge cannot be ever separated. Education is self
empowerment. Recelving agood education hel ps empower people, thus making them
strong enough tolook after themsalvesin any given situation. It creates awarenessof the
happeningsinagiven surrounding aswell astherulesand regulationsof thesociety. Through
knowledge, one can beableto question authoritiesfor negligenceor discrepancies. At this
pointintime, onecanavail himsdlf of hisher rightsasacitizen and seek improvement inthe
structura functioning of governanceand economy. Therefore, devel opment comeswhen
people know where improvement is necessary for the greater good of mankind and
education helpsinredizing al the potential sand quaities of ahuman being.

Another importance of educationisthat it hel psaperson gain sufficient academic
qudification so that he/she can be ableto get suitableemployment at alater stage. Angerer
(2003) cdlaimsthat adecent employment woul d be combined with hard-earned remuneration
or salary through which you can look after your personal expenses. Whileyou earnfor
yourself, you gradually beginto redlizethetrueworth of money and how harditistoearn
it. Youredizethe sgnificance of saving for arainy day and for unforeseeable contingencies.
You fed empowered becausethereisanew sense of worth that devel opswithinyou, and
you feel the need to beindependent and freefrom any further financial support (Arnold,
1995). Thisaside, education in contemporary time exposes|earnersto thingsthey should
doin order to sustain themselves and focus on self employment especially inthisage
wherewhite collar jobsare not handy.

People, who have adequate education, steer the path of devel opment and progress
for their country. It istheseindividualswho go ahead and becometeachers, scientists,
investors, welfare activistsand politicianswho work together to form thevery backbone
of the society. Without thispool of intellect, the economic and socia framework would
crumbleandfall, paving way for anarchy, degradation and violence. Whiletheretendsto
be an intricate balance of growth capable of being maintained, thereisacontinuousrisein
progressinal quartersof life, such aspersonal growth and development of the nation as
anentity. Thisprogresshasavery important roleto play for thecoming generationswhich
will reap the benefits of our hard work asthey develop further. At the sametime, the
negativeimpact of human actionsshd| haveitscollatera damage onthecoming generation
aswell. Based on this, there must be exceptionally prudent measures about decisions
making and the actionslikely to betaken in the present. Education hasbecomeoneof the
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clearest indicatorsof life outcomes. Such outcomesrange from social statusincome,
empowerment to predictor of attitudesand wellbeing of individualsinthesociety. Infact,
whenitiswell with membersof society, itiswell with such society becausethey arethe
onestoinitiate developmenta venturesthat will overhaul the syslem. FRN (2014) posited
that education hasthe strength and stability to cause significant changesand thushave
some effects on the society. From timeimmemorial, quality of life, valuesat social and
individual levels, spiritual and materia progresshave been direct productsof education.
Bozimo and Sanda(2007) explain that the form and methodol ogy of education havebeen
undergoing constant and cong stent transformati on with changing times. Inancient times,
education wasvery intimately connected to religion and the socia valuesof theday. But,
during the recent centuriesthe scope of education hasincreasesenormousdly toinclude
much morethanwhat it did previoudly.

Wherever education flourishes, we can expect greet refinement in thecivilization
attitudes, socia devel opment and responsive administration. In modern times, we seefar
reaching impact of educationinal spheresof lifeandinall cornersof theglobe. Thereare
revolutionary changesin theunderstanding of the nature and thetruthsof theuniverse. But
intheevolutionary history of education many greet intellectuas, scientistsand philosophers
made great sacrificesin sticking to thetruthsthey discovered. Angerer (2003) pointsout
that the needs of human beingsand their consumption levelshaverisen sharply, bringing
about enormous pressure on the natural resources and aggravating the pollution levels.
Thus, there seem to be sudden birth of variousdiseases, hedlth hazardsand naturd disasters
because of the human greed and over expl oitation of nature.

In other words, itisonly education withits powerful research and devel opment
tool that hasthe capacity to solvethese problemsand aso it can prevent the degeneration
at al levels. Whenever therewas absence of education, in partsof theworld, therewere
dark ages, cruelty and uncivilization. But with quality education, thereisenlightenment,
good quality lifeand upwards swingin science and technol ogy. Societiesthat areimpacted
by education are characterized by peace, devel opment, order and refined culture. Thus,
education bringsimprovement in public hedth, socid amenitiesand living standards. Higher
level of education are associated with awiderange of positive outcomes- including better
hedlth and wellbeing, higher social trust, greater political interest, lower political cynicism
and lesshodtileattitudestowardsimmigrants. Level of educationisthe strongest predictor
of outcomes compared to age, gender, income, employment statusand marital satus. This
reflectsin al modelsexcept the outcome of wellbeing and health.

Theeducation effect isboth robust and rel atively stableover time, withlittlevariation
inthe surveyed popul ation acrossarange of decades. Theeffect isparticularly marked for
the outcome of social trust which becomes stronger within the same people asthey age.
Acrossall education levelsHow or high—-people who report that they are satisfied with
their education level and haveincorporated education aspart of their identity are benefitting
psychologically. Educationisaninsirument for national development of theindividua and
thegenera development of the society.
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CONCLUSION

Education makeslifeeas er asmany new branchesof scienceand technology haveoriginated
and finding sol utionto the new problemsand challenges. Education hasbeen operatingas
amoderating force on society invariousways. Many social evilshave been eradicated
through education. Many socia reformshave succeeded dueto the advent of education. It
isan antidoteto the challengesin the society. New discoveries, inventionsand innovative
ideasabound asthe product of modern education and have provided many with abundant
opportunitiesof livelihood. All the goodsthat education hasbrought into the society not
withstanding, thereare somenegativeimpacts. Criminas, antisocial e ementsandterrorists
arenow making useof modern science and technol ogy to destroy thefabricsof thecivilized
society. However, educationif properly utilized hasthe capacity to boost thedignity of life
and can act asthe source of sustenance and vitality to the society.

REFERENCES

Angerer, J. M. (2003). Job Burnout. Journal of Employment Counselling http://
www.Epublication.bond.edu.au/ cgi/viewcontent.cgi. Retrieved April 15, 2016

Arnold, J. C. (1995). Work psychology: Under standing human Behaviour inthe work place. L ondon:
Pitman Publishing Company.

Ball, A. D. (2002). International business: The challenge of global competition (Eight Edition).
Inwin: McGraw Hill.

Bozimo, G. O. and Sanda, Y. Y. (2007). The politics of funding and fiscal management in Nigerian
education. An assessment of the implementation of the Universal Basic Education (UBE)
programmein Plateau State.

Czinkotta, M. R. and lkka, A. R. (2002). International Business (6thed.) USA: Southwestern
Thompson Learning.

Federal Republic of Nigeria (2014). National Policy on Education. Lagos: Nigerian Educational
Research Devel opment Council

Hoyle, E. (1989). The study of school s as organizations: Management in education. United Kingdom:
Wardlock Education/Open University Press.

Journal of Research in Education and Society, Volume 7, Number 1, April 2016 43
ISSN: 2141-6753



