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ABSTRACT

This study examines education as an instrument of investment in national
development. It stresses the fact that a nation develops in relation to its
achievement in education. This explains why contemporary world attention has
focused on education as an instrument of launching nations into the world of
science and technology and with conseguential hope of human advancement in
terms of living conditions and devel opment of the environment. This is because,
education is the force and protection of any nation’s defense and it has been
observed that no nation rises above the level of its education. Seeing education
in this perspective, calls for proper funding from federal, state and local
governments to make the sector produce the desired results which will stimulate
national development. To attain national development through education in
Nigeria, there should be serious commitment of government at all levelsto effective
educational policies from pre-planning stage through planning stage to post-
planning stage (implementation) in realization of the fact that Nigeria is a
developing country and it cannot afford to neglect the education sector that is
most crucial in the provision of the needed manpower for national development.
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INTRODUCTION
Education has been seen asthe greatest force that can be used to bring about positive
developmental changes(Lawal, 2013). He stressesfurther that the greatest investment a
nation can makefor thedevel opment of itseconomic, sociologica and humanresourcesis
that of education. According toAbdul (2002), educetion providesuswith people possessing
the necessary knowledge and skillsto win anation’s stateand to even export brains. This
according toAmaghionyeodiweand Osinubi (2006) explain why the Federal Government
of Nigeriageared apolicy towardsattaining national development. According to FGN
(2006), educetion shdl continueto behighly ratedin thenationa development plansbecause
education isthe most important instrument for change: any fundamental changeinthe
intellectua and socid outlook of any society hasto be preceded by an education revol ution.
Accordingto Victor (2002), education refersto thetotal process of devel oping human
ability and behaviours. Adeniyi and Taiwo (2011) statethat education isan organized and
sustained instruction designed to communi cate acombination of knowledge, skillsand
understanding valuefor al activitiesof life. In Nigeria, muchisnot being derived fromthe
sector dueto neglect onthe part of government, corruption, policy discontinuity, inter alia
(Orji and Maekae, 2013). Education, according to Olubademo (2006), at al levelsand
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indl itsformscondtitutesavital tool for addressing virtudly al globa problems. Kazeem
and Ige (2012) state that educationisnot only anend initself, but akey instrument for
bringing about changesinknowledge, va uesand behavioursand lifestylesrequired achieving
sustainability and stability within and among countries. Educationisanimportant key of
achieving asustainabl e national development (Wasagu, 2006). Despite the enormous
interest according to himinthe relationship between education and national growth the
evidenceisfragileat best. Adegun (2008) statesthat thereisample anecdotal and co-
relational evidence suggesting that education and national development areinterrelated,
but the evidence pointsinavariety of directions. Fromtheabove, itisclear that education
hasacritical functionin nationa development. But inthe Nigerian context according to
them, education hasnot fully played itsrolesin thisregard. Thisisthemajor reasonthis
study sets out to promote the course of education having knownthat it isthe only force
that can drivethe growth of an economy to vibrancy.

Education asthe processof acquiring knowledge

Oghuve (2007) defineseducation astheformal processhby society to deliberately transmit
itsaccumul ated knowledge, skills, habits, customsand valuesfrom onegenerationtothe
next. Todaro and Smith (2006) describe education asthe process of acquiring knowledge,
kills, attitudes, interest, abilities, competence and the cultural normsof asociety by people
andtotranamit thislifeto the coming generations so asto enhance perpetual development
of the society. According to Akintudire (2004), education is described as all efforts,
consciousand direct, incidenta andindirect, made by agiven society to accomplish certain
objectivesthat are considered desirablein termsof theindividua’sown needsaswell as
the needs of the society where that education is based. Adegbite (2007) asserts that
educationisthe act of systematic development or training of the mind, capabilitiesor
character through instruction or studly.

According to Onuka(2008), educationisalife-long processthat hasinterpretation
inpurpose, typeand level. It isameans of socializing peopleinto the community, for
upholding customsand traditionsaswel | asmodification or changing of samein conformity
with existingideologies, ideol ogical expansion or reformation. Adeyemi (2011) describes
education as production and reproduction of knowledge of people sway of lifewith the
amof preserving and maintaining thesocia structurethat will beableto guarantee social
order and changesin the society. Ekundayo and Ajayi (2009) consider education asa
form of public good which hasahighly positive externality to the society. It hasalso been
seen asapragmeticingrument for promoting soci o-economic development inevery modern
society. Orji and Maekae (2013) see education asthetota devel opment of theindividual
child through acceptable methods and techniquesaccording to hisabilitiesand intereststo
meet up theneedsof thesociety and for theindividua totakehisrightful placeand contribute
equally to the enhancement of the society. However, Fafunwa (2004) defineseducationas
the aggregate of all the processes by which achild or young adult develops abilities,
attitudesand other formsof behaviourswhich are of positivevalueto thesociety inwhich
helives. He stressed further that education isaprocess of transmitting cultureintermsof
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continuity and growth and for disseminating knowledgeto ensuresocid control or guarantee
rational direction of society. Holborn and Haralambos (2004) opinethat educationisa
systematic procedurefor the transfer and transformation of culture through formal and
informal training of peoplein asociety; it dea swith mental, physical, psychological and
social development of citizensin agiven society. They also state that educationisan
indtitution that enablesindividua tothink fredly and rationally which makessocid progress
and innovation possible. Social progress and innovation according to them arethe key
elementsof devel opment, when asociety progresses, itsmembersarefree; they think
rationaly and innovate certain socia changeswhichwill invariably enhance devel opment.
TheNationa Policy on Education (FRN, 2006) providesaguideat attempting tofulfill the
nation’sobjectives. Thisnation hasfive mgjor objectivesas stated in the Second National
Deve opment Plan namely:

[ Free and democratic society.

i Just and egditarian society.

i United strong and self-reliant nation.

Y A great and dynamic economy.

% Land of bright and full of opportunitiesfor al citizens.
From thesebroad policies, objectiveswere derived from theNationa Policy on Education
(FRN, 2006) which spelt out the phil osophy of Nigerian education. Eachlevel of education
derived itspurposefrom thisphilosophy.

Education and National Development
Orji and Maekae (2013) state that adevel oped society isthe onethat has succeeded in
providing asourceof living for the majority of itsinhabitantsand that in such society;
premium isattached to elimination of poverty, provision of food, shelter and clothingtoits
members. Thisargument agreeswith the definition of devel opment by Todaro and Smith
(2006) from the modernization paradigm which seesdevel opment asamultidimensional
process which involvesthe sustained elevation of the entire society and social system
towardsabetter life. They identify threebas c componentsfor understanding devel opment.
These components are sustenance, self-esteem and freedom. These represent common
goassought by al individual sand societies. According to them, sustenanceis concerned
with ability to meet basic needs, self-esteemis concerned with asense of worth and self-
respect, of not being used by othersastoolsfor their own needsand freedom isconcerned
with freedom from servitude - servitude to nature, ignorance, other people, misery,
ingtitutionsand dogmatic beliefsespecially, that poverty isapredestination.

Any development model that does not reflect these tenets needs aparadigm shift.
In Nigeria, the process does not create opportunitiesfor opposition to strive and mgjority
of thosein power arethereon the basisof what to get and the devel opment of their various
communitiesisnot their priority. Thevery concept of devel opment, accordingto Kpolovie
and Obilor (2013), impliesthe constant improvement inthequaity of lifeinanationthrough
theimprovement of the productive capabilitiesof individuas. They dso maintainthat since
culturediffersfrom one society to another, every society ultimately hasitsown systemfor
training and educating the youths.
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CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Educationisavitd tool inthedevel opmenta processof any given nation. Therdationship
between education and nationa devel opment hasbeen established, such that educationis
now internationally accepted asakey development index anditisinrecognition of this
importancethat governmentsall over theworld have made commitmentsin their countries
educationa paliciesfor their citizensto have accessto education. Theprincipa ingtitutional
mechanismfor devel oping human skillsand knowledgeistheformal educational system.
Most Third World nations have been led to believe or have wanted to believethat the
rgpid quantitative expand on of educationd opportunitiesisthekey to nationa devel opment,
the more education, the more rapid the development. Thiswork contendsin thelight of
overwhel ming literaturethat education isthe greatest investment that the nation can make
for quick development of itseconomic, paliticd and sociologica development. Thefollowing
recommendations are proposed as means of attaining national devel opment through
educationinNigeria

i There should be serious commitment of government at all levelsto effective
educationd policiesfrom pre-planning stagethrough planning sageto pogt-planning
gtage (implementation) in redization of thefact that Nigeriaisadeve oping country
and it cannot afford to neglect the education sector that ismost crucia inthe
provision of the needed manpower for national devel opment.

i Sugtanabletraining and retraining programmefor teechersthrough regular seminars
and workshops on teaching methods and school administration.

i Government should increase fund alocation for renovation, devel opment and
provisonof improvedinfrastructurd facilitiesincluding lecturerooms, adequately
equipped library and laboratory.

Y Theprivate sector should also be madeto participatein thefunding. Thiswill be
successful if government onitspart showsits seriousnessand commitment to the
gysemintermsof funding. Theprivatesector can participate by providing research
grants, awarding of scholarships and endowment of Professorial Chairsin
universities. An enabling law should also be enacted making it mandatory for
multinational companiesoperatingin Nigeriato set asdeaminimum of 5% of their
profitsto finance education and alied projects.

v Government should develop, adopt and implement education curricular for
secondary schoolsleading to acquisition of lifeskills.
v Government should build well equipped schooal facilitieswhich provideclean, safe

and stimulating learning environment for students.
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