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ABSTRACT

Open accessis a free availability of literature on the internet, permitting
a user to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the
full texts of articles, crawl themfor indexing, passthemasdata to software
or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial legal, or
technical barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access to
theinternet itself (The Budapest Open Access I nitiative, 2002). The paper
examines different concepts of open access on scholarly publication and
goes on to examine the motivation for open access and its benefits. The
findings posit that it enhances and increases the citation of published
scholarly works. It provides free online access to literature that is very
important asit also helpsin career devel opment. Efforts should be geared
towards inculcating the awareness of the concepts techniques,
technologies and benefits of open access in scholarly communities
Keywords: Open access, publishing, scholars, internet

INTRODUCTION

Intheinformation profession thereisarapidincreasein the stock of knowledge
provision. In accessing these information alot of activitiescomeinto play. The
concept of access involves two forms: access at a cost and access at no cost.
Restricted accesstoinformation hindersthe devel opment of knowledge and these
can have an adverseeffect onthegenerd development of individuas. Accordingto
TheBudapest OpenAccessInitiative (2002), OpenAccess meansfreeavail ability
onthepublicinternet, permitting any usersto read, download, copy, distribute,
print, search, or link to thefull textsof thesearticles, crawl themfor indexing, pass
them asdatato software, or usethemfor any other lawful purpose, without financid,
legal or technical barriersother than thoseinseparable from gaining accessto the
internet itself. The Bethsedaand Berlin statementsadd that for awork to be open
access, usersmust be ableto copy, use, distribute, transmit and display thework
publicly and to makeand distribute derivativeworks, in any digital mediumfor any
responsi ble purpose, subject to proper attribution of authorship. Ochogwu (2012)
definesopen access asacomprehensive source of human knowledgeand cultural
heritage that hasbeen approved by the scientific community. According to Schiltz
verschraegen and Magnol o (2005) open accessliteratureisdigitd, online, free of
chargeand free of most copyright and licensing restrictions. Theseincludeorigind
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scientific researchresults, raw data, metadata, sourcematerids, digita representation
of pictoridsand graphica materid sand Scholarly multimediamateria . Suber (2004)
aswell as Wikipedia (2010) declare that open access removes price barriers
(subscription, licensing fees, pay-per-view fees) legal and permission barriers-
copyright restrictions. Open accessjourna saccording to Wikipedia, are Scholarly
journalsthat are made availableto the readersonlinewithout financial, legal, or
technical barriersother than thoseinseparable accessto theinternet itsalf. An open
accessisnecessarily thework of anindividual not of publishersor journals.

Open Access (OA) means Unrestricted access viatheinternet to peer-
reviewed scholarly research. The primary content for which OA isintendedis
scholarly journa articles. However, OA isa so beginning to be provided for theses,
book chapters, and scholarly monographs. Scholarly publications means a
comprehensiveterm used for various processes by which scholarsand researchers
showcase and exchange information with oneanother in the course of knowledge
creation. Since the existence of scholarly publications, information and
communication technol ogieshave dramati cally changed research practicesinterms
of scholarly publication by enhancing al kinds of information to scientistsand
researchers. Thisstudy deliberateson Open Accessand Scholarly publishing with
themajor aim of evaluatingitschallengesand theway forward.

HISTORY OF OPENACCESS

The modern Open Access Publication tracesitsorigin asfar back asthe 1960s,
but become more prominent in the 1990swith the advent of theinternet. With the
spread of theinternet and the ability to copy and distribute electronic dataat no
cost, the argumentsfor open access gained new importance. The earliest book
publisher to provide open accesswasthe National Academies Press, Publisher for
the National Academy of Sciences, Institute of Medicine and other arms of the
Nationa Academies. They haveprovided freeonlinefull-text editionsof their books
alongside priced, printed editionssince 1994, and declared that the online editions
promote salesof the print editions.

TheAssociation of Research Librariesdevel oped the Scholarly Publishing
and Academic Resources Codlition (SPARC) in 1997, an dliance of academicand
research librariesand other organizations, to develop and promote open access.
Thefirgt freeonlineaccessjournas(eventudly to becaled “ Open access Journds’)
began appearingin thelate 1980s, anong them was Bryn Mawr Classcal Review,
Post M odern culture and psycoloquy. Thefirst mgjor international statement on
open accesswasthe Budapest Open AccessInitiativein February, 2002, launched
by the Open Society I nditutetwo further satementsfoll owed the Bethsedastatement
on Open Access Publishing. In June 2003 and the Berlin Declaration on Open
Accessto knowledgein the sciencesand Humanitiesin October 2003, theworld
summit on theinformation society included Open Accessinits Declaration on
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principlesand plan of Action. A study published in 2010 showsthat about 20% of
thetotal number of peer- reviewed articles publishedin 2008 could befound openly
accessible. InAugust 2013, astudy donefor the European Commission reported
that 50% of aRandom sampleof all articles publishedin 2011 asindexed by
Scopus were freely accessible online by the end of 2012. From 1993 to date
publishing of open accessjournashas seen rapid growth especially ondirect Gold
OpenAccess Journalsboth in number and in average annual output.

MOTIVATION FOR OPENACCESS

Open A ccessbecameimportant in responseto the advent of e ectronic publishing
asaway of advancing academic journal publishing. Therearealot of benefitsof
€l ectronic publishing ascompared to paper publishing. The premisebehind Open
Accessisto havefreeaccesswithout restrictiontotherapidly expanding stock of
scientific knowledge whichwasfound very important, therefore acritical needto
make research findingsfree of chargeto researchers and many academics was
found very necessary. Rather than applying traditional notions of copyright to
academic publications, readers should befreeto build upontheresearch of others.
Publications should beLibre or freeto build upon.

Everyone should have greater awareness of the serious social problems
caused by restricting accessto academic research. Researchers and academics
should be aware of the serious economic challengesfor the future of academic
publishing. Open access also hasambitions beyond merely granting accessto
academic publicationsasaccesstoresearchisasoatool for helping othersachieve
their goals. Open access advances scholarly pursuitsin thefields of Open data,
open government, Open educational resources, free and open source software
and open scienceetc.

OPENACCESSJOURNALSAND ITSBENEFITS

Thenew form of scholarly publicationisachieved through two main channels. A
OpenAccess Journals (Gold OpenAccess) and B, Self Arcttiving (green Open
Access). According to Oghenetega (2012) Open access Journalsalsoreferred to
as" Gold Road” to open accessare peer- reviewed Journa sthat arefree of charge
to the public through theinternet. One option for authorswho wish to maketheir
work openly accessibleisto publishinan open access Journa (Gold OpenAccess)
there are many businessmodelsfor open accessjournals. Traditional publishers
who produce subscription—based journal s can provide open access. In an open
access publishing, theend user isnot charged to access Journal articles, instead,
variousfunding srategiessuch asdirect author fees, indtitutional membership, author’s
employer, research funder are used to cover the costsfor publication and many
Journalswill waivethefeein casesof financial hardship or for authorsinless-

Journal of Research in Education and Society, Vol.5 No. 3, December 2014 65
ISSN: 2141-6753



developed countries. It is also possible to access open accessjournal articles

indirectly by using search engines such as Google or Google scholar. Benefits of

open accessjournas(Gold Open Access) includethefollowing:

i Freeaccesstoinformation

i I ncreased research impact

i Possible solution to the so-called “serial crisisor Journal affordability
problem.

Okoye and Ejikeme (2011) identify the benefits of using open access Journalsas

folows

i Publicationsare madefreefor authors

i It enhancesanincrease on citation to published scholarly work.

i Articlescan beaccessed onlinefreeof charge

Y It providesfree online accessto theliteraturethat isvery important for
one'sresearch.

% It helps incareer development

] It provideshigh quality scholarly work.

Self —archiving, also referred as* Green Road” to open accessismaking
articlesfreely availableindigital form ontheinternet by authors (Budapest Open
Access|nitiative 2002). Thefollowing arethethreewaysof self—archiving onthe
internet
i Authorspersona websites
[ Disciplinary (research—specific) repositories
i Ingtitutiond repositories.

The Registry of Open Access Journals Repositories (ROAR) and the
Directory of Open Access Repositories (DOAR) providethelist of open access
compliant archivesfromdisciplinary andingtitutional archivesworld wide. Asthe
casewith open access Journalsarticlesfrom ROAR or DOAR may be accessed
through direct search of respectiverepositories/directoriesor indirectly using other
searchengine. Theintended audienceof research articlesisusudly other researchers.
Open access hel ps researchers as readers by opening up accessto articlesthat
their libraries do not subscribeto. Open accessjournal according to Wikipedia
hel p usersespecidly from devel oping countriesthat their ingtitutionsfind it difficult
to pay for subscriptionsrequired to accessthemost recently published journals. All
researchersbenefit from open accessasno library can afford to subscribeto every
scientific or related journal . Open access extendsthe reach of research beyond its
immediate academic circle. Examplesare: According to Suber (2004).

Authors: OA has given them aworld Wide audience, larger than subscribed-
based Journalsand a so hasincreased the prestige, visibility and impact of their
work.

Readers. OA givesitsreadersabarrier free accesstotheliteraturethey need for
their research. With open accessreadersdo not need to wait for the budget of their
library. With OA readers conveniencearereached andretrieva power areincreased.
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Libraries: It solvesthepricing crisisfor scholarly Journals. OA serveslibrary’s
interestsin other indirect ways, too. Librarianswant to help usersfind theinformation
they need, regardless of the budget enforced limitsonthelibrary own collection.
Librarianswill want to hepingtitutionincreasethe r audienceand impact and thereby
helptoraisetheair inditutionsresearch profile. Universties OA increasesthevighility
of their faculty and institution, reducestheir expensesfor Journal sand advances
their mission to share knowledge Journa sand publishers: Open accessmakestheir
articlesmorevisible discoverableretrievable and important. With Open access
Journa susethissuperior vighility to attract submissionsand advertising, including
readersand citations.

Funding Agencies: Open access enablesresearchesthat have been funded by
these agenciesto have areturn on their investment, by making theresultsmore
widely available, morediscoverable, moreretrievable and more useful. OA serves
publicfunding agenciesby providing public accessto theresultsof publicly funded
research. Thesefunding agenciesthrough OA havethe greatest possibleresearch
impact.

Governments: Asfundersof research, governmentsbenefit from OA inall the
ways that funding agencies do. Open access promotes democracy by sharing
government information asrapidly andwidely aspossible.

Citizens: OA gives access to peer reviewed research (most of which are not
availableinlibraries) and they have accessto the research, for which they have
aready paid through their taxes. It indirectly helps researchers, physicians,
manufacturers, technologists and others have accessto other researchesfor their
own benefit.

Librariesandlibrarians: Many Librarianshave been voca and active advocates
of open access. Theselibrariansbelievethat open access promisesto removeboth
thepricebarriersand the permission barriersthat underminelibrary effortsto provide
accesstojournad literatureaswell ashelping aleviatetheseridscriss.

In October 2003, the Berlin Declaration on Open Access widened the
discussion toinclude the humanities. Bailey (2006) describesthat self archiving
and open accessjournal sarethetwo complementary strategiesthat can be adopted
to achieve open accessto scholarly Journa literature open access Journalsdo not
charge subscription or accessfeesbut expl ore other methodsfor covering their
expenses. Accordingto BOAI (2001) open accesshavethefollowing characteristics

a They arescholarly

b. They utilizequdity control mechanismslikethose of conventiona journals.

C. They aredigita

d. They arefredy available

e. They may alow authors toretaintheir copyrightsand

f. They may use cregtivecommon or Smilar licenses. Thosewho do not read
scholarly articlesbenefit indirectly from open access. For example, patients
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benefit when their doctorsand other health care professiona shave access
to thelatest research. Open access speedsresearch progress, productivity,
and knowledgetrandation.
Inmakinginformation availabletotheuser OpenAccessisfagter and oftenimmediate
and moresuitablefor high paced research.

Challengesto Open Access Publishing and Development

Open access have got many advantagesyet there are constraint that has madethe
adoption of open accessvery impossible. Okoye (2011) statesthat many authors
are hesitant to leave established publishersand moveto financially unstable OA
journals; traditional publishersmay try to retain their dominance by continuing to
discredit the OA movement by creating new OA products. Indevel oping countries
lack of skillsto navigatetheinternet, ignorance of open access, journalsfacility,
unstable power supply and unavailability of internet could be constraintstotheuse
of open—access. Gbge (2010) indicatesthat thefollowing reasonsare part of the
challengesfor not adopting e ectronic publishing.
i Lack of ICT Infrastructure and skilled personnel to host maintaintheir
onlinefacilities
i Lack of interest in el ectronic and web publishing
i Lack of fund to pay for web hosting and maintain awebsite for the
journa
Y Concernabout copyright and plagiarism.
Also, in hisview, Ochogwu (2012) lists the following as constituting
hindrancesto the open access concept:
v Poor quality of many publications

M Ineffectivechannesof communicating published materiads
i High cost of published materia shencethecall for open access.
Vil Problemsfrom the user community whichinclude, lack of awareness of

their information needs, Lack of knowledge of theinformation systems set
upinthesociety to meet their information needsinadequate skillsto navigate
theinternet.

X Highlevd of informationilliteracy. Lack of knowledgeof theexistence of
open accessjournasontheinternet

X High cost of the textbooks and journal subscriptions especialy online
publication.

X Poor Bibliographic accessto information resources

i Full textsof some open access Journalsare not downloadable.

Another challengeistheredirection of money by maor funding agencies
from the direct support of research to the support of publication. Moller (2004)
statesthat despite many opportunitiesthat present themselves many devel oping
nationsareyet to utilizethe privilege offered by theseresourcesto internationdize
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their research sources. Irrespective of thefact that Open Accessoffersfree access
toinformation, there need to be somefunding to take care of internet subscriptions,
designing of tools, management and new technology.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATION

Itis important to realize that with Open Access, Publications are more quickly
accessi ble. Open A ccess can reduce publication delays and obstacleswhich have
led many research fieldsto traditions of wide spread preprint access. According to
the paper freeonlineaccesstotheliteraturerequired for researchisamgor advantage
of using open access Journals. Non-availability of internet facilitiesand highleve of
informationilliteracy aswell aslack of fundsare mgjor constraintsof OpenAccess
Scholarly Publications. M ore awareness programmes on open access scholarly
publicationsand its benefitsmust be enhanced.

Inview of thediscussion, thefollowing recommendationsare being made, for the

waly forward of open accessand scholarly publishing.

I. Organizations, should encouragetheir personnel to usemore OpenAccess
Journalsin updating themsa vewith rel evant contemporyinformation.

. Provision of appropriate mechanism and infrastructurefor training and
exploration of knowledge (for example, seminar and workshops) should
be organized both for editors-in-chief and for the scholarly Research
Community.

il Appropriate agenciesshould doubleeffortsand maintain aconstant power
supply.

(VA Effortsshould be geared towardsincul cating the awareness of the concepts
techniques, technologies and benefits of open access in scholarly
communities

V. There should be provision of fundsfor open access movement by the
federa and State governments

Vi. Scholarly Research Communities should devel op and encourage open
access strategies such asinstitutional repositories, open accessarchives
among others.

Vil. Internet connectivity should beimproved in the concerned communities,
with the principal aim of enhancing onlineaccessto materia resourcesby
removing pricebarriersand permission barriers.

viii.  Scholarly research communities and their management should devel op
enabling infrastructure and formulate policies that would encourage
mandatory deposit of scholarly worksin open accessarchives.

iX. Authors, writers, scholarsand scientists should be encouraged to publish
at open accessjournals.

X. Thereistheneed to aggressively embrace | nformation and Communication
Technologies(ICTs) by al information communities.
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