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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted to investigate the prediction of principals
administrative effectiveness based on imprest received by the schools.
Two research questions and two null hypotheses were formul ated to guide
the researcher. Survey design was adopted for the study. Population of
the study was 472. This consisted 86 principals and 380 vice principals
in public secondary schools in Uyo Senatorial District. Multi-stage
sampling technique was used. The total sample used was 180. 36
principals and 144 vice principals at the ratio of 1:2. Opinion
guestionnaire for vice principals (OQVP) and school Imprest
Questionnaire for Principals (SIQP) were constructed by the researcher
for the study. Cronbach Alpha reliability coefficient was used to test the
reliability of the instrument. The two research questions were answered
using simple linear regression analysis: and the two hypotheses were
tested by Analysis of Variance of the Smple Linear Regression Analysis.
Theresult revealed that school imprest significantly predicted principals
ability to provide learning facilities and maintain school buildings.
Among recommendations made was that each school must open animprest
account to enable gover nment’s super vision on the imprest fund execution.
Keywords: School Imprest, Principals, Effectiveness

INTRODUCTION
Therapidincreasein school enrollment haseventually increased the nation’ sbudget
for education. If all educational expendituresby the Federal Government, State
Governmentsand L ocal Governmentsin Nigeriaare put together, it will represent
thegreatest portion of the nation’sexpenditureyearly ( Etuk, Udofot and Udosen,
2007). This made the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) to recommend that 26% of National budget be allocated
to education per year (Umana, 2009). Thegeneral aim of school administrationis
theimprovement of teaching andlearning through theprovision of qudity instructiona
materias(Nkang, 2002). To achievethisaim, theneed for school imprest arises, to
be used for the day-to-day administration of the schools. The Federal Government
of Nigeria(FGN) in (Etuk, 2006) defined imprest asall sumsadvanced to officers
of government to meet expenditures for which vouchers cannot be presented
immediately. Therefore, School imprest wasofficialy introduced in thethen Cross
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River Statein December 1981 inacircular letter number S§YS/152/\Vol.1/49 (Etta,
2003). Intheyear 2000, school imprest in all Nigerian public schoolswasfixed at
50 nairaper student (Park, 2003). The specificareaonwhich agivenimprest must
be expected was usually specified by the state’s management board, Park
expounded. Theemergence of freeand compulsory educationinAkwalbom State
in 2007 gave school imprst adifferent look. 300 nairaisallocated to each childin
the public secondary school inthe sate, (Akwalbom State Ministry of Education,
2008). Thisimprest for schoolsiscaled Subventionanditispaid according to the
number of studentsin each school. Adminigtrative effectivenessisameasure of the
successinschool adminigtration (Nkang, 2002). Thiskind of assessment congtituted
thefeelings and judgement of the State Ministry of Education, State Secondary
Board, Parents, Teachersand the general public according to Nkang. An effective
school administrator isonewhoisableto achieve educational goalsor objectives
of hisor her school. School imprest istherefore givento facilitate the needs of the
school sfor effective school management.

Despite the fact that expenditures are small in nature, and the amount
allocated to each student isN300; yet, provision of learning facilitieslike good
chalkboard, dusters, biros and notebooks are poorly done. Could it be that the
fund for school administrati on has been misused? Or school imprestisnot given at
all?Hence, thisstudy setsout to:

0] Determinehow school imprest could predict principa’sability to provide
learning facilitiesinschools,

(i) Determine how school imprest could predict principal’sability to maintain
school buildings

Two null hypotheseswereformul ated for the research questionsthat guided the

Sudy:

H,L:  School imprest doesnot significantly predict principals' ability to provide
learningfacilitiesintheir school.

H,2  School imprest doesnot significantly predict principas” ability tomaintain

school building.

METHOD

Areaof thestudy wasUyo Senatoria District. Survey design wasadopted for the
study. Population of the study comprisesall serving principa and viceprincipasin
Uyo Senatorial Districtsof Akwalbom State. Multi- stage sampling technique
was used for thestudy. Firstly, the nine Local Government AreaConstituting Uyo
Senatoria Districtswere stratified; and four Secondary’ s school swere selected
from each using simplerandom sampling of balloting, to give 36 principals. Two
vice principal swere selected from each of the 36 schooal, giving atotal of 72, and
then thetotal sample sizewas 180. Theresearcher constructed the structured”
Opinion Questionnairefor vice Principa (OQV P) and* school imprest questionnaire
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(SRQP).” Therdliahility of theinstrument wasdetermined using Cronbach’sAlpha
Coefficient. Theresult of theanalysisyielded areliability coefficient of 0.76. The
insrument wassubjected to validity by giving theitemsinthe questionnairetothree
senior lecturersin thedepartment of curriculum studies-educational Management
and planning theuniversity of Uyo. Thetwo researcheswereansiveredusngsmple
regression anadysisand thetwo hypothesesweretest by Analysisof Variance of the
smplelinear regressonAnaysisat 0.05level of sgnificance.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1 reportsthe strength of the relation between themode (school imprest) and
thedependent variable(principas ability to providelearningfadilities). Thecorrdation
coefficient (R) (.704°) isthelinear correlation between the observed and the model
predicted value of the dependent variable (principals ability to providelearning
facilities). Itslargeva ueindicatesastrong but positiverel ationship. The coefficient
of determination (R?) (.583) isthe squared value of the correlation coefficient. It
showsthat 58% of thevariationin principas ability to providelearningfecilitiesis
explained by themodd (school imprest). Therefore, school imprest strongly predicts
theprincipals ability to providelearning facilities, which answersthefirst research
question.

Table 2 showsthe strength of the rel ationship between the model (school
imprest) and thedependent variable (principas ability to maintain school buildings).
R, the correlation coefficient (.664), isthelinear correl ation between the observed
and model predicted val ue of the dependent variable (principas’ ability tomaintain
school buildings) Itslargevdueindicatesastrong but positivere ationship. R?, the
coefficient of determination (.441) isthesquared va ue of the co-relation coefficient.
ltsshows44% variationinprincipas ability tomaintain school buildingisexplained
by themoddl. Therefore, principals’ ability to maintain school buildingisstrongly
predicted by school imprest. Thisanswersthe second research question.

Table 3 showstheanalysisof variancewith calculated F value of 27.52 at
0.05level of significancewith 1 and 34 degreesof freedom and critical Fvalue of
4.17. Sincethe calculated Fisgreater than thecritical F value, it meansthat the
principas ability toprovidelearning facilitiesisstrongly predicted by imprest. Thus
thenull hypothesisthat school imprest doesnot significantly predict theprincipas
ability to providelearningfacilitiesisrg ected. Table4 showstheandyssof variance
with calculated f valueof 26.83 and critical f-valueof 4.17 at 0.05leve of Significant
and degreesof freedom 1 and 34. Thecalculated f isgreater thanthecritical f at
0.05levd of significance. It meansthat the hypothesi sthat school imprest doesnot
sgnificantly predict theprincipals ability to maintain school buildingsisrejected.
Thestudy therefore concludesthat, school imprest predictsprincipas administretive
effectivenessin public secondary school inAkwalbom State.
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Table1: Model Summary of SimpleLinear Regression Analysisof Principals
Ability to Provide Learning Facilitiesbased on Imprest
Modd R R? Adjusted R? Sandard Error of theestimate
1 704a 583 571 2746
a = predictors (constant), school imprest

Table2: Moddl Summary of SimpleLinear RegressonAnalysisof Principals
Ability ToMaintain School Buildings

Modd R R? Adjusted R? Sd Error of theEstimate

1 6642 441 425 2674

a = predictors (constant), school imprest

Table3: Analysisof Variance of the Simple Linear Regression Analysisfor the Prediction of
Principals’ Ability to Provide Learning Facilities by School Imprest.

Model Sum of df Mean F Sig.
Square Square
1 Regression 196.867 1 196.867 2752 0000
Residual 243133 A 7.152

a Predictors (constant) school imprest

b: Dependent variable : provision of learning facilities.
Significanceat 0.05alphalevel;

df 1, 34;

critica F, 4.17,

N = 36.

Table4: Analysisof Variance of the Simple Linear Regression Analysisfor the Prediction of
Principals’ Ability to Maintain School Buildings.

Modd 1 Sumof Square  df mean F Sig.
Regression 19187 1 191867 26.83 0.00
Residual 243133 A 7151

a Predictors (Constant); School imprest

b: Dependent variable: Maintaining school buildingssignificant at 0.05 alphalevel;
df =1and

34,F=4.17,

N =36

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

School imprest, agrant givento public secondary school principalsin theform of
subvention was to enhance effective school administration. The study so far
conducted, revealed astrong prediction of administrative effectivenessof secondary
school principashby school imprest. Principal sof public secondary schoolsinAkwa
Ibom state should ensurethat school imprest isused scrupulously for its purpose.
Theresearcher recommendsthat The State government should set up afinancial
body to ensure that school imprest is properly retired at the end of each term.
Principal s should open imprest fund account for each school such that thevice
principal Adminigtrationisalsoasignatory.
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