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ABSTRACT

This study examines Social Studies Education as a tool for advancement
of peacein Nigeria. It adopts literature review as its research approach.
It discovers that social studies education was introduced into Nigerian
schools to project and disseminate vital knowledge, skills, values, and
right attitudes combined that are suitable for addressing the challenges
of peace keeping and instability in Nigeria. It is with this mindset that
the study recommends that social studies education should be used as
corrective measuresin propagating peace and tranquility for the progress
of Nigerian society because its contents have val ue |aden to accommodate
contemporary changes, challenges and progress for the purpose of
maintaining peace in Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION

Social studiesisadiscipline that was introduced into Nigeriawith the aim of
incul cating knowledge, skillsaswell asvaluesand right attitudesthat will enable
Nigeriansto fit into the system properly and contribute to the progressand well-
being of al Nigerians. Socid studieseducationwasintroduced into Nigerian schools
to solve Nigeriaenvironmental problemsand issuesthat confront Nigeriaasa
country. Thesignificanceof socid studieseducationin Nigeriaisto project, promote
and disseminate knowledge, skills, valuesand normsthat are suitablefor addressing
Nigeriaproblemsand other relevant issuesin afast changing and transforming
Nigerian society.

Similarly, socia studiesisvery much concerned with the advancement of
peace keeping that striveto establish peacein the country. Social studieseducation
hasitsfoundation for solving challengesthat arefacing human existence, for ingtance,
theissueof Boko Haram. Akinlaye (2003) positsthat socid studiescreate awareness
and understanding in our ever evolving socid, political and physica environment.
Theawarenessincludesnaturd, man-made, cultural and spiritua resourcestogether,
rational use and considerations of the resourcesfor national development. The
introduction of socia studiesin Nigeriaenhancesthegrooming of patriotic citizens
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who arelaw-abiding because of itsemphasi son citizenship education. Citizenship
education asembedded in socia studiescontent isthe processby whichtheNigerian
citizensacquire and internalizethe va ues, sentimentsand normsof thesociety in
whichthey actively get involved to ensurethat the goa sof thecitizensof thesociety
arecatered, including resisting crises-proneactivitiessuch asembezzlement of public
funds, inadequate provision of jobs, inflation, corruption, fraud and among others
(Okogu, 2011). Citizenship educationislikened to citizenship skills, which means
thelearned ability toreason critically about the causes of crises, civil unrest and the
variousprotests. Thisinvolves making thecitizensto bewell informed and beable
to gather relevant facts, communicate well and organi ze groupstowards curbing
crises, terrorism and protest phenomenonin order to ensure astable and peaceful
co-existence. Theimplication of thisassertionisthat socia studiesprovidethe
citizenry theneeded knowledge and vitd information about eventsthat areoccurring
inall sectorsof Nigeria. Socia studiesisadisciplinethat emphasizescitizenship
education, studiestheinteraction of man and hisenvironment, in the process of
studying, acquire some challenges such as crises-proneactivities confronting man
andaswell todicit relevant factsthat areuseful inresolving thechalengesso asto
enhance stability and peaceful society.

Peace asaconcept isan occurrence of harmony characterized by lack of
violence, conflict behaviours, disputesand thefreedom fromfear of violence. Itisa
termthat justifiesthe absence of hogtility and retribution, the existence of ahealthy
or newly healed interpersonal relationships, prosperity in matters of social or
economic welfare, the establishment of equality and aworking political order that
servesthetrueinterest of all Nigerians. Peace asaterm has been disrupted and
also encouraged by individudss, various bodies, organizationsand personditiesin
the past and the present. The global society has had to fight terrorism in the past
andistill fighting terrorism. Peace had been severally threatened and this has
brought unconducive co-existence among man that lead man to reside in
unconducive placesas many now livein squalorsjust to possesashelter, lost their
lives, propertiesand human dignity.

Nigeriansnow gtrivefor fame, honour and peace. Nigeriaisexperiencing,
religiousturbulence, incessant occurrencesof terrorismfor instancetheBoko Haram
sectintheNorth, militancy intheNiger Deltaand many others. Thishasthreatened
theexistence of peaceamong Nigerians. Thisrequiresurgent attention; Nigeriaas
anationisgravely affected. That hasled to uncomfortabl e co-existence among
Nigerians. For instance, Nigeriaexperienced various casesof warsthat had evolved
inthe past such asthe Biafracivil war, Abawomenriot, and aonethousand mile
match during the draconian Abacharegimethat led to thelost of many lives. Hence,
thisstudy examinessocia studieseducation asan advancement for peacein Nigeria

Factorsthat areagainst Peacein Nigeria
Nigeriahaswitnessed alot of conflicts, crisesand terrorismthat hasthreatened and
disrupted peace over theyears. The apparent misunderstanding and disunity on
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one-hand and the various processes of sustaining and maintaining peacethrough
dialogue, counsdling and prayersare not put in placeon the other hand. Therefore,
Nigeriaisnot experiencing technological, economical, political and intellectual
growth. Peaceistheequilibrium of human devel opment, trend intheright direction
that will elicit for peace, movement or policy at onetimethat makefor war but
under other conditionssimilar changesaremadefor peace. Nigeriashould promote
peace by encouraging and resisting political instability, economic destabilization,
discouragement of mono-economy and discouraging palitica injustice (Wright, 1965
citedinRummd, 1979). Henig (2002) poststhefollowing asfactorsthat aremilitate
againgt peace: economicfactors, politica factorsandterritorid factors. Thesefactors
asstated in hisstudy arethe prevailingissuesin Nigeria. In addition, heexplaines
further that militarism, acomplex web of aliancethat hindersexistenceof peacein
Nigeria Smilarly, the Roya Geographical (2014) explainsthefollowing asfactors
that areagainst peacein any society: land disputes, miscarriage of politica justice,
religiousturbulence, cultural differencesand the uneven distribution of natural
resources.

In addition, Rummel (1979) highlightsthefollowing asagainst peaceto
opposing interest and capabilities (specific socio-cultural differencesand smilarities
between the parties); significant changesin the balance of powers, individual
perception and expectations, disrupted structure of expectations, awill to conflict,
cross pressures, authoritarianism or totaitarianism, statusquo disruption and lack
of confidencein successors. He goesfurther to explain that peace are aggravated
by socio-cultural dissmilarities, cognitiveimbaance, statusindifference, coercive
state of power, system popul arity, big power intervention, weakness of the status
quo power, credibility at stake, honour at stake, power parity, class conflict. He
further explainesthat the stated factors against peace are hindered by socio-cultura
similarity, decentralized or weak, coercive state power, system polarity, astable
status quo, cross pressures, internal freedom, strength of the status quo power,
world opinion and power disparity. Concisely, he notesthat lack of peace can be
triggered by perception of opportunity, threst or injustice and surprise by the populace
of the society. The above stated factors agai nst peace are synonymousto lack of
peacein Nigeria
Social SudiesEducation for PeaceAdvancement in Nigeria
Nigeriaasacountry sinceitsexistence haswitnessed various crises, terrorism,
protestsamong othersthat hinder peace aswell asdepreciated Nigerian economy.
Nigeriasinceitsexistence solicited various meansand strategies of curbing these
ugly incidentsof crises, terrorism, protestsand other crises-proneactivities. The
meansand strategieshave being effective but not certainly anendto crises. Thisis
asaresult of the urge for fame, wealth and power in order to live and sustain
effectively inthe society and thishaslead to evolvement of diverseissuesthat give
birth to problems thereby disrupting the peace and stability of the country.
Considering theincessant occurrence of crises, terrorism aswell asprotestsin
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Nigeriawhereby had disrupted the peace and stability of Nigeria; Socia studies
education servesasameansof curbing the occurrences of terrorism, crisesand
protestsin our country. Social studieseducation isadisciplinethat emphasizesthe
acquisition and devel opment of knowledge, values, and skillsaswell asbeliefsthat
areneeded by manto survivein hisever dynamic society. Itisavitd tool in Nigerian
schoolsthat consistscritical study of mansinteraction with hisenvironment, how
environment influencesman and how maninfluenceshisenvironment inreturn. Sociad
studies education promotes and projects val ues such as honesty, knowledge that
aresuitablefor addressing chalengesconfronting Nigerianditizensinthisfast changing
Society.

In order to ascertain peaceful and stable Nigerian society, her citizenry
needed to be well equipped with contemporary knowledge and skillsto remain
competitively viableand meaningfully survivethe challengesand pressuresof the
time. To support thisargument, socia studieseducation content, theimplementation
processand theviability of socid studiesgraduatesintermsof fitting productively
into thelabour market needsto be periodically appraised asameasure of providing
facts, dataor information to instituteaviable socia studieseducation curriculum
that islinewith national transformation agendawhich connotesachieving practica
resultsin education investment (M ezieobi, Ogaugwu, Osssai and Young, 2013).
Socia studieseducationisareformatory subject designed to equip Nigerianswith
desirableattitudes, values, skillsand knowledgefor cohesive socia existencein
Nigeriasociety (Mezieobi, 2011).

Similarly, Socia studieseducation asafield of study in Nigeriaaimsat
inculcatingin her citizenry, the necessary values, knowledge, skillsand attitudes
that will enablethemtofit into and contributeto the progress, well-being and peace
of the country (Fabianmine, 2011 citedin Mezieobi, Ogaugwu, Osssai and Young,
2013). Heexplained further that social studieseducation develop humansin order
for them to make viable input and contributions towards averting the societal
challengesand establishing democratic leadership, achieving harmonioussocia co-
exisence, environmenta sustainability, economic growth, technol ogica advancement
forimproved sandard of living, cons deration of meaningful utilization of thecountry’'s
resourcesfor thegenera good of dl citizens; themanagement and accountability of
natura resourcesfor improved socid and physicd infrastructurefor stableeconomic
growth, the enthronement of democratic stability, peace and assured formidable
nationa security for environmental steady growth and devel opment of theeconomy.
Infact, socia studieseducationisatool for resolving peaceinstability in Nigeria,
thisinclude advancement for peace, the needed knowledge, skills, norms, values,
beliefs, right attitude and patriotism.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Socia Studies education contents are directed towards the acquisition of
informational capabilities, skillslearning, attitude and val ue devel opment that are
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necessary to re-shapen ones covetous attitude towards crises-prone activities as

well astoincul catethe zeal to be crime-free, crises-free and patriotism that would

enhanceapeaceful stable Nigerian society. Fiabianmine (2011) cited in Mezieobi,

Ogaugwu, Osssai and Young (2013) maintainsthat social studieseducationis

reconstruction discipline to salvage peace as against antagonistic, anarchy,

disharmony and terrorism. Therefore, Social studies education issynonymousto

peace advancement in Nigeria. Based on this, thefollowing recommendationsare

mede:

I. Socid studieseducation should beemphasized asayardstick for encouraging
peace-keepingin Nigeria

. Socid sudieseducation servesasatool for sengtizing Nigerian government
and her masses.

i Social studies education should be used asameans of encouraging the
variousgovernmentsto promote peace and harmony among thecitizenry.
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