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ABSTRACT

This study examines how competitive intelligence can be strategically deployed
to ensure better and effective access to indigenous knowledge. The knowledge
gap hypothesis provides the theoretical framework for this study. The aim is
primarily to evaluatetherole of thelibrary professionalsin brokering a situation
wher e the acquisition, creation, organization accessibility and dissemination of
indigenous knowledge have competitive advantage over the western knowledge
which is presently favoured. The study reveals that indigenous knowledge is
often the basis for decision making at the local level in all areas of human
endeavour including agriculture, health care, education, food preparation,
natural resource management, psycho social care and other activities that are
germane to rural communities. Therefore, information professionals must work
with indigenous communities to devel op unique solutions that meet local needs.
Also, Library professionals must ensure that adequate policies are put in place
for local communities to be adequately recompensed as prior owners of their
knowledge.

Keywords: Competitive Intelligence, Indigenous Knowledge, Knowledge
Management, Sustainable Development, Culture.

INTRODUCTION

Competitiveintelligence, asoreferred to ascorporateor businessintdligence, isanemerging
discipline, which hasonly becomeincreasingly important inthe businessarenasince the
early 1980s(Fourie, 1999). Itisnow gaining groundinthe Library and Information Science
(L1S) sector as ameans of providing proactive service that will give the LIS sector
comparative advantage over itscompetitors. Although the practical originsof competitive
intelligence date back to many decades, yet itsintellectual originscan be attributed to
Harvard Professor, Michael Porter, when in 1980 he used the technique of competitive
intelligenceto analyseindustriesand competitors (McGonagleand Vel la, 1996). Thusthe
gathering of competitiveintelligence beganin many different disciplinesincluding strategic
planning, library science, sal es prospecting, Setistics, accounting and military intelligence.

Although therearemany definitionsof competitiveintelligence, yet they al center
around the same critical aspects, namely systematic selection, collection, processing,
interpretation, anayssand distribution of highly specific and timely information concerning
industry rivalsand the external business environment, coming fromamyriad of publicly
held sources, whichisthen used to make cal cul ated strategic business decisions, often
based on predictionsabout the competitor’ sposition, performance, cgpabilitiesand intentions
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(Fuld, 1985, 1995; Kahaner, 1996; Johnson, 1998). Thusit istheintention of thisreview
toillustratethat competitiveintelligence can successfully beapplied asatool in providing
accessto indigenous knowledge and in doing so therole of thelibrary professional is
emphasized.

IndigenousK nowledgeand itsRolein Society
Theever increasing global recognition of indigenousknowledge asdistinct, valuable but
separate from thewestern knowledge raisesarange of issuesthat pose challengesfor the
library andinformation services(L1S) sector, especidly themanagement of theseindigenous
resources. Librariesareincreasingly becoming aware that managing the indigenous
resources, particularly the selection, collection, creation, storage, preservation and
dissemination of theseresourcesrequire culturaly appropriate management mechanisms.
Thisismore so because the handling and management methods of theseresourcesare
different from those employed by the Western system of knowledge management. This
differenceand what isoften thought asan incompatibility have been discussed at length by
educationists, Librarians, anthropol ogists, philosophersand theoristsalike (Cobern and
Loving, 2001). Indigenous knowledgeis often used interchangeably with traditional
knowledge and according to Warren (1991), indigenousknowledgeislocal knowledge
that isuniqueto agiven cultureor society. Itisdifferent fromtheinternational knowledge
systemthat isgenerated by Universities, researchingtitutionsand private organizations. It
isoften thebasisfor decision making at thelocal level inall areas of human endeavour
including agriculture, health care, education, food preparation, natural resource management,
psycho socia careand other activitiesthat are germaneto rura communities.
Ramasingbe (2008) definesindigenous knowledge asacorpus of knowledge
belonging to aparticular geographical area. Grenier (1998) observesthat indigenous
knowledgeisauniquetraditiona andloca knowledgeexigting within and devel oped around
gpecific conditionsof menand womenindigenousto aparticular geographicarea. Indigenous
knowledge consst of severd partsranging from culture, religion, mythol ogies, governance,
economy to taboos, artsand craftsand poetry. According to Boven and Morohashi (2002),
indigenousor local knowledge refersto acomplete body of knowledge, know-how and
practicesmaintained and devel oped by peoples, primarily inrural communities, who have
extended historiesof interaction with the natural environment. Theseset of understandings,
interpretationsand meaningsare part of acultural complex that includeslanguage, naming
and classification systems, practicesfor using resources, ritud, spirituaity and worldview.
It providesthebasisfor loca level decison making about many fundamenta aspects
of day today life. For example, agricultureand anima husbandry, fishing, hunting, gethering,
food production, water, heglth, and adaptation to environmenta or socid change. Indigenous
knowledge as opposed to formal knowledgeishanded down orally, from generation to
generation, andisthereforerarely documented. Giventhenature, location and ownership
structureof indigenousknowledge, thereisalot that librariesasdevel opment ingtitutions
cando, especidly inunderstanding, locating, collecting, storing, preserving and disseminating
these indigenous resources. Nakata and Langton (2005) notes that the Library and
Information profession hasso muchtolearnif they areto effectively meet theinformation
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needs of indigenous peopleand manageindigenousknowledgein an appropriate manney.
Thelnternational Federation of Library Association and I nstitutions (2003) stated that
librariescould assist in collecting, preserving and disseminating indigenous and local
traditional knowledge, aswell aspublicizing the value, contribution and importance of
indigenousknowledgetoindigenousand non—indigenous peopl es. Burtis (2009) observed
that library, apart from collecting, preserving and providing accessto scientific materials,
should & so provide accessto indigenous knowledge resources. I ndigenous peopleview
theworld they livein asanintegrated whole. Their indigenousor traditional knowledge
have been transmitted through generations, from the old to the new generation. United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), (2011) notesthat several conceptshavebeen
used interchangeably to refer toindigenousknowledge. These conceptsincludetraditional
knowledge (TK), indigenoustechnica knowledge (1TK), loca knowledge (LK), traditiona
environmental knowledge (TEK) and indigenousknowledge system (IKS). The United
Nations Environment programme (UNEP) definesindigenousknowledge astheknowledge
that anindigenousor local community accumulatesover generation of livinginaparticular
environment. Thisdefinitionisall encompassing, including all forms of knowledge
technologies, know-how skills, practices and beliefs and culture, which enable the
community to haveastablelivelihood intheenvironment.

Nakataand Langton (2005) notesthat indigenousknowledgeisowned collectively
by thecommunity and existsasfolklores, stories, proverbs, songs, cultural values, norms,
bdliefs rituas, loca languages, hedth careand agriculturd practicessuch asanima husbandry,
animal breeds, devel opment of plant species, land cultivation practicesand crop propagation
methods. Under the colonial rulethat the indigenous people found themselves, their
indigenous knowledge were suppressed, oppressed and expl oited and thiscontinued after
colonidismintheneo-colonia stage. Collence (2011) observesthat colonia governments
in developing countries prevented and criminalized the display of traditional cultural
expressions, for examplelanguage, ceremony, danceand drama, thereby leading to cultural
disorientation and dienation of indigenous peoplefromther culture. Thismade devel opment
torely dmost entirely onwestern knowledge at the expense of indigenousknowledgeand
libraries seem to have remained mere appendages of theformer.

Most pathetic isthe fact that even the col onialists devel oped their base by the
cataytic roleindigenousknowledge played in the environment they operate. Indeed, Africa
hasarich body of indigenousknowledge which for many centuries hasbeen transmitted
by word of mouth in songs, proverbs, incantations, stories, folkloresfrom generation to
generation. However, inmost African countries, indigenousknowledgewas misinterpreted
or frown upon by the colonialistswho made the local people believethat indigenous
knowledgewas primitive, irrelevant and out of tunewith the modern society. Fortunately
however, the African Union through NEPAD hastried to promote the importance of
indigenous knowledge by stating that cultureisanintegral part of development effortsof
the continent. Agrawal (1995) notesthat contrary to the negative publicity of indigenous
knowledge, thereisagrowing interestinloca knowledge and thishascomeasaresult of
afundamental rethink onthe part of policy makers. Okore (2009) positsthat developing
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countriesareendowed with awed th of indigenousknowl edge but accessto such knowledge
ishampered by lack of an environment that permitsfreeflow of ideasamongst membersof
thecommunity. Thuslibrariesareto promoteaccessto indigenousknowledge by cresting
an environment which permitsfaceto face discuss on and formation of networksto debate
and discussindigenous mattersthat are useful to members of the communities. A good
exampleistheuseof talk showsin promoting intergenerationa dia ogue betweentheold
and theyoung on variousfacets of liferanging from the ecosystem, medicd care, usesof
variousplant speciesand conflict resolution. Knowledgeiscategorized intotwo viz: implicit
or tacit knowledge and explicit knowledge. Explicit knowledge according to Nonakaand
Takeuchi (1995) isknowledgewhich can be expressed informal or systematic language
and can be codified inform of data, scientific formulae, manualsand so forth. Explicit
knowledgeisal so documented knowledge, found astextbooks, journdss, atlasand reports.
Ontheother hand, implicit or tacit knowledgereferstoinforma knowledgeheldin people's
heads, expressed through action based skillsand not rules based. I ndigenousknowledge
by itsnatureisimplicit or tacit knowledgewhichis passed from generation to generation
through persona communication, for example, sorytelling, folklores, proverbs, incantations,
demongtrationsand cultura rituals. Thefact that thisknowledgeisyet to be documented
makesthestudy of theroleof Librariesin managing them very exciting.

Theroleof indigenousknowledgein society cannot beoveremphasized. Indigenous
communitiesapply indigenousknowledgein magor areassuch asagriculture, ecosystems,
medicine, conflict resolution and traditiond attire. With indigenousknowledge, indigenous
peopledeterminewhenrainwill come, consequently, whento plant, variousfarming systems
to employ that will enhance soil fertility, increaseyield, harvest, weed control, plant
propagation, pest management and plant protection techniques, as well as storage,
preservation, processing and marketing methods. In ecosystem management, indigenous
peopleknow how to uselocd plants, forest products, animal behaviour for natural health
care, sustainablefarming systems and sustai nabl e resource management (Jain, 2008).

Furthermore, medically, in devel oping countriesamost 80 percent of the people
especialy inloca communitiesdepend on traditiona medicinefor their health needs, due
to theinaccessibility of modern medical facilities, either becausethey are expensiveand
unaffordableor are out rightly not located inthelocal communities. Through indigenous
knowledge, local peopleengageintraditiona medica practicessuch astheuseof various
herbsto curedifferent ailments, heat therapy, quarantine, incisons, bone setting and surgery.
Also, indigenousknowledge playsamajor rolein conflict resolution. Generally, African
indigenouscommunitiesare closaly bound by birth, socio-cultura ties, economicredlities,
religious affiliation and political associations. Consequently, they easily resolve conflict
among themsalves. For example, theinvocetion of the ancestor or progenitor of thepeople
(algjobi) easily leadsto the resolution of conflictsamong siblingsin the Yorubaland of
Southwestern Nigeria. Aswell, indigenous knowledge of thetraditional attire playsan
important roleinidentifying aparticular cultureand alocal community, tribe, and country
of theindigenouspeople. Through the peopl€ straditiond attire, theindigenouscultureis
sugtained.
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TheKnowledge Gap Hypothesis

Thisreview isbased on the knowledge gap hypothesis. Thishypothesisexplainsthat
knowledge, likeother formsof wedlthisoften differentialy distributed throughout asocial
system. Specificaly, the hypothesis predictsthat astheinfusion of massmediainformation
into asocia system increases, higher socioeconomic status segmentstend to acquirethis
information faster than lower soci oeconomic status popul ation segments, sothat thegapin
knowl edge between the two tendsto increase rather than decrease. Thistheory aptly
describesthe present work. What isobviousnow isthat thereismoreacquisition, creation,
organization, dissemination and accessibility to western knowledge over and above
indigenousknowledge by peopleof higher economic statuswho areableto acquiremodern
information communi cation and supporting technol ogies. Toreversethistrend and given
theimportanceof indigenousknowledgeto our lives, library profess ond shavetheonerous
task of ensuring that indigenous knowledge have competitive advantage over and above
western knowledgefor Nigeria's sustainable economic devel opment.

Competitivelntelligenceand I ndigenousK nowledge
Itisobviousthat al organizations, regardlessof size, require competitiveintelligencein
order tosurvive. Inthebus nessworld, knowledgeispower. Thewaysinwhichingtitutions
managetheinternal and external knowledgethey have about themselvesandtheir rivals,
and how they convert that knowledgeinto responsiveness and action intermsof their
drategic planand itstactical execution, areindicative of why ingtitutionseventudly fail or
succeed. Thosewho succeed are the oneswho understand their potential customers,
partners, the competitor organization’s structure, culture, behaviour, capabilitiesand
weaknesses, aswel| asthe changing market structures, emerging technology initiatives,
global economic conditions, competitiveactivities, customer or supplier activities, and the
regulatory and political climatesof theinformation environment (Heath, 1996).
Giventheadvantagethat western knowledge have, especidly intermsof copyright
andintellectua property rights, wheretheserightsare easily apportioned toindividuals
who createtheknowledge, the Library professional hasthe onerousduty of ensuring that
indigenousknowledgeare adequately catered for intermsof collection, cregtion, catal oguing,
classifying, and making theseinformation availableto usersand researchers, at afeethat
goestotheorigina ownersof theindigenousknowledgewho aretheindigenouscommunity.
TheLibrary professona havingidentified western knowledgeto beamajor competitor of
indigenous knowledgeacquisition, makesitimperativefor usto clearly elucidatetherole
of thelibrary professona inensuring that indigenousknowl edge has competitive advantage
over theacquisition, organization and dissemination of western knowledge system.

Management of I ndigenousK nowledgeby theL ibrary Professional

When determining whether or not to document or digitize the culture or history of a
community, oneshould ask apertinent question, whether the creation of these collections
will assst inthe processof strengthening theidentitiesof thecommunitiesor whether it will
smply reproduce the western conception of storing in museumsand libraries, what those
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intheWest deemto have cultura vaue (Worcman, 2002). Onemust ensurethat knowledge
isbeing preserved for the use of the community itself and the community isbeingincluded
inthe process of formation, creation and diffusion of their knowledge. Inthisregard,
librariesand information profess onal splay animportant rolein ass sting the management
of indigenousknowledge so thet it can have competitive advantage over western knowledge.
In partnership with thelocal communities, the Library Professionalsprovidevaluable
resourcesand expertisefor selection, collection, organizetion, Sorage, preservetion, retrieva
and dissemination of indigenousinformation (Stevens, 2008).

AlsoLibrary Professona shaveamaor rolein publicizing the val ues, contribution
andimportance of indigenousknowledgeto both indigenous and non-indigenous peoples,
ralsing awarenessof theprotection of indigenousknowledge againg exploitation; involving
eldersand communitiesin the production of indigenousknowledge and teaching children
to understand and appreciate the traditional knowledge. Library Professionalshavea
major rolein encouraging the recognition of intellectual property rights of indigenous
communitiesaspertainsto copyright issues, patents, roydtiesto ensuretheproper protection
and use of indigenousknowledge and productsderived fromit.

Furthermore, though thereismuch informationin different indigenouscommunities
of thedevel oping world, theavailability of such indigenousknowledge doesnot meanits
accessihility or use, Driving accesstoindigenousknowledgein these countriesisclouded
with numerous obstacles which include illiteracy, lack of awareness of the need for
information, geographical distance between nationsand poverty and underdevel opment.
Therefore, Library Professionalsmust play acritica rolein driving accessto indigenous
knowledge. With the availability of modern information supporting technol ogiesand
software, Library Professionals can ensure proper creation, organization, preservation,
dissemination and accessto indigenousknowledge.

Inthisregard, Library Professionalsmust invest in information communication
technol ogies such as internet, computers, digital cameras, iPods, tablets, video and
teleconferencing equi pment that will assist in capturing indigenous knowledgefromthe
local communities. Librarians can no longer remain passivein managing indigenous
knowledge as observed by Ngulube (2002). Library Profess ona shavetraditiona ly been
involved in managing written or recorded and codified knowledge. However, indigenous
knowledge has fundamental differences from Western knowledge, therefore the
management of indigenousknowl edgerequiresthenon-indigenousinformeation professond
to reconsider not only thetoolsand processes required to make indigenous knowledge
available and accessible, but also the entire way of thinking about knowledge and
information.

How Library Professionalscan CreateAccessto | ndigenousK nowledge

In creating accessto indigenous knowledge, the information professional should work
withthecommunity in order to anayze the project and determi ne the specific needsof the
indigenous and non-indigenous peopl e before making decisions about the collection,
cata oguing, classfication, indexing, abdracting and digitizing thematerid stofadilitateaccess,
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Indoingthis, Christie(2004) observesthat making decisionsthat work well for theowners
of theindigenous knowledge requireslong term, deeply negotiated and collaborative
processeswhere questionsof the nature, palitics, and creation of indigenous knowledge
remain central. Thiswill engender confidencein theinformation professionasby thelocal
communities, sothat they can givethewholeinformation required. Furthermore, thereisa
major difference between indigenous knowledge and western knowledge. For example
thewestern knowledge has categorized knowledgeinto disciplinessuch asarts, history,
geography, philosophy, religion, science, agriculture, nature, medicine, cultureand soforth,
whileindigenousknowledge systemsare holistic, looking at the whol e subject matter as
interrel ated and i nterconnected and not ableto be understood inisolation (Kargbo, 2006).
I ndigenousknowledgeisinextricably bound to theland or ecosystem in which the people
live. Thereforethe Library Profess ondsmust taketheseinto consideration when providing
accessto indigenous knowledge. Such that in keying indigenous knowledgeinto the
database, all metadataand all of thetext in each object should be equally availableto
search. Also, theindigenouscommunitiesmust be asked how they woul d seerch for particular
objectsinthedatabase, so that theretrieval of these objectsisensured.

In creating accessto indigenousknowledge, Librariesand archivesaspart of the
information superstructure, need to reassert cultural integrity, cultural authority, and
preservation of context, cultura sovereignty and respect (Wendland, 2007). Corroborating
this, Battiste and Henderson (2000) notethat indigenous knowledge isthe expression of
thevibrant rel ationships between the peopl e, their ecosystems, and the other living beings
and spiritsthet sharetheir lands. Thesemultilayered rdationshipsarethebasisfor maintaining
social, economic, and diplomati c rel ationshi ps, through sharing, with other peoples. Al
aspectsof thisknowledge areinterrel ated and cannot be separated from the traditional
territoriesof the people concerned.

Inhisexperienceof collecting ordl historiesof indigenouscommunitiesinArgenting,
Civalero (2005) observesthat theindigenous communitieswho used the collections often
did not understand broad subject classifications assigned to objectssuch asreligion or
philosophy because they do not distinguish between these areasin their own culture. In
finding solutiontothis, Civalero had toinvent new categorieswhich reflected termsthat
would be meaningful to peoplein thecommunity. Thesearethekinds of innovation that
Library Professionalsmust devel op to ensure effective and efficient accessto indigenous
knowledge. Another very unique characteristic of indigenous knowledgeisthat itis
communicated oraly through storytelling, folklores, incantations, proverbsor through hands
on experiencein the ecosystem fromwhich theknowledge originates. Thereforeto provide
access, methods of preservation must be adapted to this process as much as possible.
Fortunately, digital technol ogiesfacilitate thisin waysthat were not previoudy possible.
Audiovisud digita recording devicescanbeusedto cgptureord soriesinorigind indigenous
languages, aswel | astechniques, practices, songs, and dances, often performed in context.
Photographs, manuscripts, and physicdl artifacts can be closely represented using scanners
and 3D scanners. Also, connections or interrel ationships between knowledge and the
ecosystem can be enhanced through the use of maps and Geographic Information System
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(GIS) technology (Hunter, 2005). Theindigenouscommunity must also beableto control
accessto indigenous knowledge by people outside of the community. Each community
and project will havedifferent needsaround security depending on the knowledgeitself
and how it is meant to be used. In some instances, communities may be storing the
knowledge so that it can be accessed by outsiders, for example, knowledge that will be
used by government departmentsfor natural resource management or environmental
degradation management such as erosion. Or some communities may wish to record
indigenous knowledgerelated to plants so that pharmaceutical companiesthat usethese
plantsfor product development will recognize prior use by indigenous communitiesand
benefit them accordingly. The indigenous community may be assisted by Library
Professional sto patent or obtain copyright for documenting these plant products so that
they may bereceiving royalty in perpetuity. These need to be determined prior to choosing
toolsand devel oping system that enhance accessto indigenous knowledge. Appropriate
security measuresmust beincorporated into theindigenousinformation syssemsaswell.

Furthermore, theissue of information and communication technology (ICT) must
betaken into consideration in cresting access. Usudlly, indigenouscommunitiesarelocated
inremote areasand therefore may have no or limited internet connectivity and technical
support. Thisisanimportant areawhere Library Professionalswill providethe needed
resources. | ndigenousinformation systemsmay a so be designed or chosen to function
independently of internet connections. Indigenouscommunitiesoften havelimited funding
to undertake knowledge management projects. Thereforelibrary Profess ondsmust ensure
that indigenous communities are ableto accesstechnologiesat alow cost or for free. In
thiswise, open source software programmes, which can be downloaded and used for
free, may dwaysbe consdered asan dternativeto proprietary software. Also programmes
should be ableto be used on different operating systems so that they can berun on any
availabletechnol ogy, and they should be ableto be used on different operating systems so
that they can run on any available technol ogy, and they should be ableto incorporate
future technol ogiesthat may be devel oped. Theindigenousinformation systemsshould
aso bebuilt to handleagreat deal of information to alow for unlimited growth, useand
access.

Other concernsin providing accessto indigenous knowledgeisthat it must be
noted from the beginning that indigenous communitiesmay haveno or limited computer
literacy and keyboarding skills. Thismeansthat search interfaces should be smpleand
should alow usersto search and browse using graphicsand other non text based features.
Thiswill goalongway inensuring that local communities are ableto accessindigenous
knowledge. Another very important consideration in the organization and retrieval of
indigenous knowledgeisthat standard thesauri and classification systems have been
developed with aWestern bias. Therefore, they lack the complexity of concepts and
wordsof particular indigenouslanguagesand cultures. Consequently, inmanagingindigenous
knowledge, thereistheneed for Library Professiona sto find out aternative thesauri and
classification schemesor develop new onesto suit theloca knowledge system being

managed.
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Challengesin Documenting and M anaging I ndigenous K nowledge
Theroleof Library Professiona sin managing indigenousknowledge comeswith alot of
challengesin acompetitive environment. Thisincludesthe difficulties associated with
protecting indigenous peopl € sintellectua property rights. Thisdifficulty hasarisen dueto
the oral nature of indigenous knowledge and the concepts of communal ownership.
Apparently, Western methodsfor management of intellectua property do not offer proper
solution for recognizing and protectingindigenouscultura andintellectua property rights.
Thefact that indigenous knowledgeiscommunally owned, whereasWestern intellectual
property rights attributes ownership to individual s or corporations or institutions or
organizations, raisesamajor issuefor libraries. M ore so, documentation and publicizing
indigenous knowledge by non-indigenous people could lead to their appropriation or
atributionto others, other thantheorigind owners. Thismakesitimpaossblefor indigenous
knowledge holdersto get appropriate returnsto their communities. Therefore Library
Professionals havethe onerousduty of protecting indigenous knowledge by preventing
them from being appropriated, copied, sold, exported or imported without due
authorization. Another challengeisthat not all aspects of indigenousknowledge can be
captured asartifactsusing digital technology (Adams, 2007). Or even captured using
audio-visud or video cameras, for example, theuse of incantation by somecommunitiesin
Nigeriaespecialy in Yoruba and where the priest communeswith the spiritsto bringinto
existencewhat isbeing demanded from the gods such as Sango, Oya, Ogun and soforth.
When Library Professionalsdocument and make available such incantationsto
the society or community, itspotency or efficacy may belacking. Aswell, collection of
indigenousknowledgefrom diverseindigenous sourcesistime consuming, laborious, and
technically demanding, and acostly venture. Also Library Professionals haveto put up
with how to represent theknowledgeinitsholisticand ora form, withinitsconnectionto
thesocia context soit can haveitsfullest meaning. ThisisachdlengetheLibrary professond
trained in the Western way of accessing information haveto brace up for. Furthermore,
Library Professionalsfacethe challenge of extracting indigenousknowledgeinitsholistic
formfromindividuasor communitieswho may beunwillingto sharetheir actua knowledge
with non-indigenouspeople. Therefore, Library Profess onalsmust devel op Strategiesthat
will enablethem to access and extract such knowledge, perhaps by compensating the
holdersof theknowledge.

CONCLUSION

Indigenous knowledge represents a mgjor force in ensuring sustainable economic
devel opment of the African continent, and particularly Nigeria. Morethan ever before,
thereisthe compelling need for Library Professionalsto assiduously ensurethat they
accessindigenouscommunitiesin order to collect, preserve and disseminateindigenous
knowledgefor rapid economic devel opment. Thiswill givethem competitive advantage
over thewestern knowledge. Reliance on Western knowledge d one hasnot pulled Nigeria
out of economic doldrums. Therefore, there is need to make use of our indigenous
knowledgeto accelerate our development in agriculture, health care, animal husbandry,
natural and environmental resource management, pharmaceutical products, forest
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devel opment and much more. Therefore, given the nature and ownership structure of
indigenousknowledge, government at all level: Federal, State and L ocal must throughthe
National, State and L ocal Assembliesput in place relevant lawsthat will guidethe access
and management of indigenousknowledgein Nigeria Thegovernment must put in place
policiesthat will provideliteracy, both basicand I T literacy for the populace. Itisapparent
that Nigeriahasalargereservoir of indigenousknowledgewaiting to betapped for nationa
development. Itisa so obviousthat even beforethe colonization of the country and even
thereafter, Nigeriahas been using various herbs and plantsfor health care; using crop
propagation and protection practices, animal husbandry methods, forest preservation
mechanismsand so forth for its sustainable devel opment. Thelaw or policy should make
it mandatory for all librariesin the country whether public, academic, school or research
libraries to have a division of indigenous knowledge that will see to the collection,
organization, preservation and dissemination of indigenousknowledgein acompetitive
manner. In particular, the policy should set up megalndigenous KnowledgeLibrary (IKL)
inthe 774 Loca Governmentsin Nigeria. TheNigerian Library Association (NLA) and
theLibrarian Registration Council of Nigeria(LRCN) should be charged with overseeing
suchindigenousknowledge Librariesand funding appropriated to them from the national
budget through NLA and LRCN. Thiswill go alongway in preserving our indigenous
knowledge, because elderswho are custodians of such knowledge are dying without
transferring the knowledge to the younger generations, who themselvesare preoccupied
with acquisition of Western knowledge anyway.
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