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ABSTRACT

Sudents’ continual dismal performancein public examinationsfromthe primary
to the tertiary level of education is increasingly alarming and pathetic. The
search for a panacea necessitated this survey of teachers characteristics as
predictor of students’ learning outcomes in general english in College of
Education, Ikere Ekiti, Nigeria. The aim is to assess how teachers’ self efficacy,
teaching style and rapport influence NCE students' achievement in General
English. The study reveals that the teachers' teaching style and good rapport
had significant influence on the students' achievement. Therefore it recommends
that practicing teachers should make use of multiple teaching styles
appropriately. And that good rapport enlivens the students' lear ning environment
and boost learning outcome.
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INTRODUCTION

Thefunction of English Languagefor educationa advancementin Nigeriaisenormous. It
istaught at all levelsof educational systems. It isalso the medium of instructioninthe
Nigerian schoolsright from the upper primary to thetertiary level. The knowledge of
English language helpsin understanding other school subjectssinceitisusedtoteachal
other subjectsexcept theindigenouslanguages. Good foundation of thelanguage paves
way to successinlife. Donna (2007) assertsthat astudent whose performancesin English
languageishigh, usualy have thetendency of good performancesin other subjectsexpect
inrarecases.

Itis, however, amaiter of greet concernthat the English languagelearning outcomes
of thestudent right from the primary school levelstothetertiary institutionshave been on
asteady declinesince 1960. Studieshave shown that thereisalow performanceof sudents
in Englishlanguageat variousleve sof theeducationa sector (Fakeye, 2008). Furthermore,
most of thestudentsintertiary inditutionshave so much difficulty with their communicative
skillsinthe Englishlanguagethat they cannot function effectively in the academic use of
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Englishandintheeffectiveddivery of instruction (Jones, 2010). Thesevery poor outings
havemadeitincreasingly difficult for studentstofill their admission quotainthevarious
collegesand universitiesin Nigeria Thisstandard israther too |low when oneconsdersthe
extent of investment madein the educationa sector by government, teachers, parentsand
other stakehol ders (Joseph and Joshua, 2010). The poor performances of studentsin
Englishlanguagein public examinationsin recent timeshaveleft anumber of questionsto
be answered for years. Added to thisis the poor performance of studentsin tertiary
ingtitutionswhich drastically affect theinstruction madein our schools.

Onukaogu (1994) in hisstudy reportsthat variousfactorsareresponsiblefor the
poor performance of studentsin English language such as absence of vigorouslanguage
policy, inadequate material sand infrastructurefor teaching the language an unequipped
teachers, Fakeye (2012) statesthat the poor performance of studentsin Englishlanguage
at public examinationsin recent times has been explained asamajor cause of thedecline
inacademic achievement and standard of educationin Nigeria. Itisin searchfor solution
tothisproblem that researchersarenow examining teecherseffectivenessin Englishlanguage
teaching. Classroom studieshaveshownthet teachersteaching syles(intellectud excitement)
senseof efficacy and teachersinterpersona rapport are associated withincreasein sudents
achievement in English language across school s (Jarvis, 2004; Good and Brophy, 2003).
Thismeansthat teachers are among the most important playersinfluencing students
achievement, holding thekey tofilling thegapsinthestudents' learning.

Teachers should therefore possess some characteristicsto makethem effective
teachers. Over theyears, there have been reports of an incessant poor performance of
sudentsin Generd Englishinthenation'stertiary indtitutions. Scholarshaveadttributed this
phenomenon to theteachers' teaching style, teachers sense of efficiency and teachers
interpersonal rapport, among other factors. Therefore, this study was carried out to
investigatetheextent towhichteachers characterigticscould predict Sudents' achievement
ingenera Englishin Collegeof Education Ikere Ekiti. Specifically, teachersteaching style
and teachers’ interpersonal rapport as predictors of academic achievement in General
Englishwereexamined. Thefollowing research questionsguided the study:

1 Isthereany sgnificant relationship betweenteachers senseof efficacy and Sudents
learning outcomesin Genera English?

2. Isthereany significant relationship betweenteachers teaching styleand students
learning outcomesin Genera English?
3. Isthereany significant relationship between teachers' interpersonal rapport and

sudents' learning outcomesin Generd English?

Findingsfrom thisstudy would provideempirical information ontheteachers
characteristicsthat could predict students' academic achievementin Generd English. The
study would aso contributeto researchers’ effort towardsfinding solution to the problems
of poor performance of studentsin General English. It will also serve asan eyeopener to
teachersand other stakeholdersin education on which of theteachers' characteristics
could predict sudents academic achievement in Genera English.
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METHOD

Thisstudy adopted asurvey research design. Stratified random sampling techniquewas
employed to select the participantsfor the study. They consisted of 10 TEFL teachersand
50 selected students of College of Education, Ikere Ekiti. As measure of students
achievement, theend of theyear examination scoresin general use of English wasused.
Teachers sensesof efficacy (TSE) questionnaire was constructed based on criteriafor
indructiond efficacy, sudents engagement and classroom management. Teachers teaching
style(TTS) questionnairewasa so constructed onteachers perceptionsand preferences
with respect to the concepts of Intellectual Excitement (IE) and Interpersonal rapport
(IR). Also, thefirst semester general Englishresult in astandardized written examination
mesasuring the progressof the studentsin all theareasof the course outlinescoveredinthe
coursefor the semester wasused to measure students' achievement. Thefirst examination
scoresof the student participantsin general Englishwasretrieved fromthegenera studies
department, college of education, Ikere Ekiti along with the names of the participants
teachers. The questionnairesitemswere constructed by the researcherswith input from
expertsinlanguage unit, university of Ibadan. It wastrialstested using Crombach a phato
determineitsreiability co-efficient. A vaueof 76 wasobtained meaning that theinstrument
isreliable. Multipleregression analysiswasused asthemain statistical procedurefor the
purpose of investigating the hypotheses put forward inthe study.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1 shows the relationship between teacher’s sense of efficacy and students
achievement. Theresult obtained from the analysis showed that the cal cul ated val ue of
0.0986islessthanr-critical valueof 0.250 at 0.05 level of significance. Assuch thenull
hypothesisthat thereisno significant rel ationship between teachers senseof efficacy and
students’ learning outcomesin General Englishisrejected. Thisshowsthat thereisno
sgnificant relationship between teachers' sensesof efficacy and students' achievementin
genera English. Table 2 showstherel ation between teacher’ steaching styleand student’s
achievement in general English. Theresult obtained from the anaysis showsthat the
caculated valueof 0.250isgreater thanr-critica valueof 0.1848 & 0.05leve of sgnificance
assuchthenull hypothesi sthat thereisno significant rel ationship between teachers teaching
syleand students' learning outcomesin Genera Englishisreected. Thisshowsthat there
issignificant relationship between teachers' teaching style and students' achievementin
general English.Table 3 presentstherel ationship between teacher’ sinterpersona rapport
and student teachers achievement inuseof English. Theresult obtained fromtheanaysis
showsthat the cal culated value of 0.250isgreater thanr-critical valueof 0.01303 at 0.05
level of significance as such the null hypothesisthat thereisno significant relationship
betweenteachers interpersond rapport and students' learning outcomesin Genera English
isrgected. Thisshowed that thereissignificant rel ationship between teachers' interpersond
rapport and students' achievement in genera English.
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Table 1: Isthereany significant relationship between teachers sense of efficacy and
sudents’ learning outcomesin Generd English?

Variables Frequeny X SD DF r-cal  r-tab
Teachers' sense of efficacy 10 25800 07848 48 00986 0250
Students' learning outcomes 0 28200 08%5 48 00986 0250

Source: Survey, 2013

Table2: Isthereany significant relationship between teachers' teaching styleand students
learning outcomesin Genera English?

Variables Frequency X SO DF r-cal r-tab
Teacher’s teaching style 10 2800 0895 48 0250 01848
Students' achievement 50 28200 40811 48 0220 01848

Source: Survey, 2013

Table 3: Isthere any significant relationship between teachers' interpersonal rapport and
sudents’ learning outcomesin Generd English?

Variables Frequency X SD DF r-cal r-tab
Teacher’sinterpersonal rapport 10 256 089%5 48 0250 001303
Students' learning outcomes 50 2820 07602 48 0250 001303

Source: Survey, 2013
CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Thisstudy surveyed teachers characteristicsaspredictor of students' learning outcomes
ingenera englishin Collegeof Educetion, Ikere Ekiti, Nigeria. Based ontheresultsof the
findings, itisconcluded inthisstudy that teacher’ steaching styleand personal rapport has
significant effect on the achievement of students based on therate at which calculated
valuesof the hypotheses generated were morethantheir critical valueswhichledtotheir
total rejection at 0.05leve of significance. According tothefindings, it wasreveded that
the calculated value of 0.0986 was lessthan r-critical value of 0.250 at 0.05 level of
significance, and thenull hypothesiswasre ected.

Thereforeit wasdeduced that teachers senceof efficacy hasno significant influence
onstudents achievementin Generd English. Thisstudy hereby recommendsthat practicing
teachers should employ severa teaching stylesthat could enhance abetter learning onthe
students' academic performance and devel op good rapport withtheir studentsin order to
createroomfor conducivelearning environment. However, itissuggested theat progressive
researcherscan look into the possibleinfluencethat self efficacy of teacherscould haveon
their improvement asteachers, and how to also better thelots of prospective studentsin
the classroom.

REFERENCES

Donna, G. B. (2007). Studies of state teachers' 1ooks at what best help studentsto advance. Retrieved
onApril 8, 2011 from http: //www.seattl epi.com

Journal of Research in Education and Society, Vol.5 No. 2, August 2014 42
ISSN: 2141-6753



Fakeye, D. O. (2008). Teachers Questioning Behavior and EFL Classroom interaction pattern in
Nigeria. Humanitiesand Social Science Journal, 2(1), 35-42.

Fakeye, D. O. (2012). Teacher’s Qualification and Subject Mastery as Predictors of Achievementin
English Language. Global Journal of Human Social Science Volume 12 issue 3 Version 1.0
Febuary 2012: From http://creativecommons.org.com.

Good, T. L. and Brophy, J. (2003): Looking in the classroom. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Jarvis, P. (2004). Adult Education and Lifelong learning Theory and practice. London: Route ledge
famer.

Joseph, E. V. and Joshua, M. T. (2010). A casual model for explaining English Language performance
using some psycho-academics and school variables at the junior secondary level in Nigeria.
Global Journal of Human Social Science, 3, 144-156.

Jones, M. (2010): Trained and untrained secondary school teachersin Barbados. Isthere adifference
in classroom performance? Educational research journal. Volume 39 (2), 182. Retrieved on
December 5, 2010 from: http//www.edujournal .ed.com.

Onukaogu, C. E. (1994). Teacher effectiveness as a factor in the use of English programme in
Nigerian university. Ph.D. Thesis submitted to University of |badan.

Journal of Research in Education and Society, Vol.5 No. 2, August 2014 43
ISSN: 2141-6753



