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ABSTRACT

Literature abounds on both the importance of the school library and on why the
school library should beintegrated into the curriculum. Some States have already
made positive stridesin the direction. It isagainst this backdrop that the situation
in Kano Satewith regardto primary, junior and senior secondary school libraries
is examined. An overview of the current school library scene in Kano Sate is
presented. The importance of lobbying the relevant authorities in the school
libraries development scheme comes out quite clearly. The major aim of this
study is an attempt at changing the Kano State school library situation in
conformity with modern school library practices. Finally the result shows that
out of the seven thousand two hundred and fifteen (7,215) schools only three
thousand four hundred and ten (3,410) got libraries, it was observe that majority
of schools fromrural areasfail to have librariesfromwhat was observed during
the research and the situation is worse in primary school having the largest
number.
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INTRODUCTION
One of the most invaluable school facilitiesisthe school library, whichisnow widely
recognized asanimportant component of theschool system. Inanumber of countries, the
school library hasbecomeanintegra part of the school system dueto deliberate changes
and new development in educationingenera andlearning stylein particular. Thedesignor
devel opment of the school curriculum takesinto consideration the roles of the school
library and theteacher librarian, and awel | equipped, properly organized and adequately
staffed school library isimperative, if itisto play itsrequired curriculum role effectively
(Kakomo, 1999). Without minicing words, oneof thegreatest challengesin the education
systemin Nigeriatoday isthelack of adequate schoolslibraries. Thismeansthat most
children go through primary and secondary schoolswithout making good use of good
library materials. Thestuationisnot different even at thetertiary level wheremost sSudents
depend solely on handoutsinstead of devel oping good library culture. Itisnot mistakento
put that al affected ingtitutionsin Nigeriaarethe cause of such attitudein thestudents. This
isbecause continuousavailahility of lecturenotesencouragesthe ugly scenario and devalues
the quality of manpower produced. Thereisneed for an effective school library serviceto
bemadeasanintegra part of an educational reforminNigeria. Thisshould beapart of the
universal Basic Education (UBE) Programmes. School librariansshould betrained at both
NCE and Degree L evelsto manage school Libraries. Librariesare now aplacewhere
information and study needsare satisfied. The reading needsare not necessarily confined
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towhatisinthelibrary. Librariesnow seek for information and information materialsout
sidetheir confinesto satisfy their readers. Themgjor objectiveof every library isto ensure
that the user isserved within the shortest possibletime. That iswhy thelibrary acquired
variousmateriasinvariousformats. Inaddition, thelibrariesarrangeitsmateriasinsucha
way that can belocated aseasily aspossible.

Odiase, Vincent and Jacob (2001) opinethat the school library isalibrary ina
primary or secondary school. It doesfor the school what academic library doesfor the
university to support its programme. Various names such asmediacentre, instructional
material centreamong othershave been used for school library. According to Ma umfashi
(2001), thisreferstolibrariesin school sthat is, from Nursery to senior secondary schools
and teacherscolleges. By implication, fromthee ementary (nursery inclusive) todl levels
of tertiary level sof education. The purposeof thiskind of library (that is, at thenursery to
secondary level) isamost likethe academiclibrary but without any emphasisonresearch
and documentation. Thelibrary ismainly for studiesand teaching. Elaturoti (1990) narrates
that theschoal library hasbecomeanintegral part of the education system especidly inthe
school setting asthe effective teaching of the curriculumin school callsfor the use of
resourceswhich only the school library can provide. The national policy on educationin
Nigeriarecognizestheimportant roleof theschool library intheimprovement of thequality
of education in school and hasrecommended that all school be provided with school
library.

Aguolu, CandAguoluy, I. (2002) satesthat by "school libraries', oneisspecificaly
referring to thoselibraries, established asintegral partsof primary and secondary schools.
The objectivesareto providetheinstructiona materialsand to carry the curriculumto
supplement text-booksand classroomingtruction and to give studentsunlimited opportunities
forlearning.

Ogbonna (2009) statesthat school librariesarelibrariesestablished in the primary and
secondary schoolsmostly by theauthoritiesof the school to servethe pupils/student, the
teachersand other staff membersof the schools. Inaschool library learning resources
such asbooksand audio visual materialsare systematically collected and organizedfor the
student and teachers. The new educational trendsrequirethe utilization of non- book
resourcessuch asflash cards, dides, filmstrips, films, recordsand computersintheteaching
and learning processes. Thisisbecause emphasisisnolonger onthe subject matter but on
thelearner. On her part, Ike (1983) examinestheroleof school libraries, inthe successful
implementation of thethen new nationd policy on education when shelisted thefollowing
astheaimsof school libraries.
I. Tointroducethe school children to expanding world of knowledge.
i. Todeveopinschooal children, alife-long reading habit, including theuseof library
materialsfor pleasure, rel axation, self-devel opment and reference purpose.
. Toteach school childrentolearn ontheir ownwithout theaid of teachers
V. To supportsthe curriculum of schools.
V. To support the creative activities of the pupilsand their teachers.
Kanoisacity of great contrasts. It isboth modern and profoundly traditional .
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Many peopleareaware of the historical and indeed contemporary strategicimportance of
the State asacentre of learning, commerce, industry, agriculture and politics. Itshistory
goes back athousand years (9th century AD) where Bagauda, aDauraPrince and the
Grand son of the L egendary Baygjiddacameand asserted hisrulership over the settlements
around the Daahill. The communitieswhich Bagaudafounded weremainly farmersand
hunters. Kano istoday one of the greatest and most important seven Hausacity States
founded by the descendants of Bayajiddaand Queen Dauramaof Daura.

CreatedinMay 1967, Kano'scosmopolitan and distinctively Idamicidentity has
an historical reference. Thefamous Kano chronicle one of the most significant written
documentsof early Hausaand history containsadetailed dynastic history of Kano'searly
rulers. Kano State hasaprojected popul ation of over 12 million peoples. Itisbordered on
the east by Jigawa State, to the south by Bauchi State and Kaduna State, to thewest is
KatsinaStatewhileto the North isKatsinaand Jigawa States. The HausalL anguage, one
of themost important languagesin theworld and spoken by over 50 million peoplesisthe
city common diaect inadditionto Arabic Fulfuldeand English. Today, Kano isthe most
populous areaof the Statesin Nigeriaand the second commercial and Industrial nerve
centre of the country. It has many manufacturing industries, while commercial activities
feature prominently in Kurmi market, Kantin Kwari, Muhammad Abubakar Rimi and
Dawanau Market to mention afew. A part from good vegetation, nice agricultura land and
rich geological land massfor the production of raw materia s, Kano hasthe highest number
of forty-four local government councilsinthe country (Executive summary, K-SEED,
2005). The Stateregulatesthefollowing ingtitutionsto facilitate theimplementation of its
education strategies.

There are 4,883 primary schools, 847 Junior Secondary Schools, 347 Senior
Secondary School, 1,138 Private schools, 8 Technical and Vocational Schools, 6 State
government owned institutions. Kano State government (Ministry of Education) in
collaboration withlocal government, State Universal Basic Education Board (SUBEB)
traditiond inditutionsand State Library Board, established schoal librariesjust for incul cation
of reading habit in students, pupils, population, about 25% each year between 2005 to
date, yearly establishments of 50 school librariesin post primary schools, 200 schools
librariesin primary schools (Project summary, K- SEED, 2005).

METHOD

Incarrying out thissurvey, two methods of datacollection wereemployed namely; persond
observation and verba questions. Thetarget populationsfor thisstudy comprisesal primary,
junior and senior secondary school in Kano State. In this particular instances, series of
questionswith optional answerswere provided in astructureform. At the end of data
collectionwhichincluded the secondary. The datawere presented on tables. Thisshowed
thedistribution of schoolslibrariesby local government areaaccording to numbers of
primary, junior, senior and private schoolsin thestudy area.
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RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Inall atotal of 4,883 primary school, 847 junior secondary school, 347 senior secondary
school and 1,138 private schools, makethetota of 7,215, only 3,410 got librariestherest
of the 3,805 have no librariesand a so some observation were a so reach in the course of
performing theresearch on how school library should develop. Theimportance of school
librariesasessential educational facilitiesistoo obviousto requireany further emphasis.
From theresult of the completed personal observation and verbal questions, itisobvious
that majority of schoolsin Kano State do not have any form of libraries. Out of seven
thousand two hundred and fifteen (7,215) school sonly three thousand four hundred and
ten (3,410 got libraries. It was observe that majority of schoolsfrom rural areasfail to
havelibraries(Wudil local government ares). Fromwhat wasobserved during theresearch,
the situationisworse primary schoolsthanin post primary schoolsdueto thelarge number
of primary schoolsinthe State.

It istherefore most desirablethat every school should have alibrary in Kano
State. However alot more needsto bedoneif area turn around of the current Situationis
to beresdlized. Sengtizing theeducational authoritiesto theneed for school librariesshould
bethefirst step. Thisinitiative should be spear headed by aschool librarieslobby group
comprising peoplesfrom theteachers services Board and the ministry of education. Some
teachersand other personsinterested in school libraries. Thegroup should also striveto
lobby al therdlevant authoritiesand individua sfor support on thefollowing agpectswhich
arecrucia tothedevelopment of school libraries.

Educational System

Kano State system of education waspopularly referred to as 6-3-3-4 system. A policy of
the Federal Government of Nigeria. Thisfigural referencetothesystemisasaresult of the
new education structure brought about by the system. Whereby, the primary education
will besix years, the secondary education for twotiers, of threeyearseach and four years
of post secondary education. The breaking of secondary school education into junior
secondary school and senior secondary school isone of theinnovationsintroduced by the
policy. In September 30th, 1999 thefederal government launched yet another ambitious
programmecalled UBE. Thisisalso anationd programmeamed at providing primary and
junior secondary educationfor children at theexpensesof "Federd Government”. However,
morethan ayear after itslaunching, the schemeisgtill a the planning stage. Itisworthy to
notethat thisschemeisthe most ambitiousof dl the previousschemes, it includethejunior
secondary school level. Thereforeitssuccesswill among othersfactors, serioudy depend
onthelevel of financing. The policy of the government with regard to education isthat
every child should havethe opportunity to completethesix yearsprimary school education
which should bemadeto dl citizenswho havehad theforma schooling (Saad, 2001). At
theend of nineyears (six and threeyears) of continuous education, every child should
acquiregppropriatelevelsof skills, beemployable, useful to hinvhersalf and thesociety at
large by possessing relevant ethical, moral and civic values (UBE, 2002 in UBE 2003
National Assessment).
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Primary educationin Kano State, likein severd other States, extendsover passing
the primary school leaving examination. It isaprerequisitefor entering secondary school
whichthefirst threeyearsmakeup what isknown asjunior secondary which issometimes
merely referred to as'secondary’. The subsequent three yearsform the senior secondary
or high school in Nigeria. In Kano State, the termsjunior secondary school and senior
secondary also used to refer to post primary school, that go up to three formsand six
respectively. For pupilsto proceed from junior secondary to senior secondary or high
school they arerequired to passthejunior school certificate examination administered by
the Kano State educational resource department, Kano State Ministry of Education. Senior
school educationisconcluded with thewriting of the senior secondary certificateexamination
(SSCE). Admissiontotertiary education depend upon obtai ning agood result in the SSCE.
Only avery small number of junior and senior secondary schoolsare owned by private
individuasand thevast mgjority belong to the Kano State Government. For instance, out
of the7,215 schoolsregistered in 2009-2010, only 1,138 belong tothe privateindividuals.
Othersare operated by the State government. Clearly, the State governmentisavery
active partner inthe provision of formal educationin Kano State.

The School Library Scene: Theschool library isalibrary inaprimary or secondary
schoal. It doesfor the school what academic library doesfor the University to support its
programmed. Various nameshave been used for school library, theseinclude mediacenter
andinstructional material center. Onemust say herethat one of the greatest handicapsin
the educational systemin Nigeriatoday isthelack of adequate schools' librariesinthe
schools; thismeansthat most children go through primary and secondary schoolswithout
stepping intolibrary. Thereisaneed now morethan ever beforefor an effective school
library serviceto bemadeanintegrd part of afar-reaching educationa reform. Thisshould
beapart of the universal basic education (UBE) programmes. School librariansshould be
trained at both NCE and degreelevel sto manage the school libraries. The current school
library scenein Kano State isunsatisfactory dueto lack of manpower, financia support,
lack of spaceand resources, that is, booksand other valuable materid sfor use. Apparently
theschool library isnot yet fully accepted asanintegra component of the school. Otherwise
the situation would have been different from what itisnow. The poor showing of school
librarianshipinthe Stateisbest portrayed in thefollowing annual school census 2009-
2010 Ministry of Education.

These census showsthat the majority of primary, junior and senior secondary
schoolsin Kano State do not have libraries. However inthe schoolswherelibrariesdo
exist, thereisno evidenceto suggest that thelibrary istreated asan important component
of the school curriculum. This largely negative attitude towards school libraries by
educationistin Kano Stateissurprising, the current Stuationissummarized inthefollowing
overview, staffing, premises, financia support and opening times.

Saffing: Someschooal librariesin Kano State arestill mostly ‘'one man bands that is, they
have only one member of staff. The staff membersare categorized into two: qualified
teacherswithout quaificationinlibrarianship and full timestaff with any qudificationsin
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neither teaching nor librarianship. Staff in charge of school librariesdoesreceive some
basictraining fromthe school library service section of Kano State Ministry of Education.
Conseqguently, most of the teachersresponsi blefor managing school librariesare drawn
fromthedepartment. They haveafull teachingload. Therefore, managing theschool isan
extraduty. Inal cases, themain tasks performed by the staff in charge of school libraries
aresmply to managethe collectionsand check-out and check- inbooks. Thisisafar cry
fromtheschool library desired curriculum function.

Premises: Based onthenumber of schoolsvisited, moreespecially primary and secondary
schoolsin Wudil Local Government Area, some schoolshave purpose built library, but a
good number of school librariesare housed in converted rooms. Intermsof size, thereis
no marked difference between purposes built structure and converted ones, because most
of the school librariesvisited in Kano State are aoneroom facility. Equipment in Kano
Sate school librariesnormaly includefew shelves, reading tablesand chairs. Almost none
of them have proper issue countersor catal ogue cabinets. In shorts, the school libraries
are poorly equipped. Giventhat the State has no standard pertaining to school libraries,
thisishardly surprisng.

Financial Support: School librariesin Kano State are short of adequatefinancia support
fromthe parents, organization such asthe Ministry of Education. Thishasresultedintheir
being poorly stocked, with thebulk of their collectionsbeing donations. Thelibrarieshave
been forced into thissituation dueto lack of adequate budget, the Ministry of Education
should reserve some percentage of the ministry budget to be used for running school
libraries. Itisobviousthat thisismerely astatement of intent, and not areflection of the
actua stuation ontheground. Thefunds meant for running theschool library are seldom
used for that purpose; otherwisethelibrarieswould by now be better stocked and well
equipped. Furthermore, every primary, junior and senior secondary schoolsin Kano State
would have had alibrary by now.

Opening Times: Based onthevisitation of severa schoolsvisted, thesyllabusfor primary,
junior and senior secondary schools do not provide any guidance on how the school
library bemanaged. Conseguently, unlikeother department in theschool, thereisno standard
practiceregarding the operation of school librariesin Kano State. Every school runsits
library asit seesfit. The operationsof aschool library areinfluenced by whether the staff
areon full-timeor part-time, and opening timesvary from school to school because of
different staffing arrangement. Some school librariesare kept open throughout the school
day, alowing teachers, pupilsor students accesswhenever necessary. Othersareonly
opened during timelaid down by theteachersin charge, while othersare only opened after
hours. A good number of schools, mostly thosewith full-timelibrary staff; havetakenthe
initigtiveof time- tablingalibrary period for every class. Unfortunately, thisperiodisusudly
used just asatimefor reading or independent study inthelibrary, not for pupilstolearn
library skillsand informati on seeking through team- teaching by individua s subject teachers
and the schooal library staff. Inthe quest for asolution to the problemsinherent in the
present Situation, it isimperativeto identify their causes. Only after the causeshave been
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isolated can effective remedial measures be suggested. The main reasonsfor the poor
school library scenein Kano Stateare quitevaried, ranging fromofficial policy or lack of
it, to the absence of effectiveand efficient |eadership.

Lack of Legislation: Thereisalegisiation by UNESCO that says every school must
establishalibrary beforeit takesoff. Legidationiscrucid to al devel opment endeavours.
Thelack of appropriatelegidationisoneof the main causes of the preva ent poor school
sceneinmany States of thefederation. Till date, Kano State hasno legidlation requiring
schoolsto havelibraries. Evenif school library legidationwerein placein Kano State, itis
doubtful, if it would be effectively implemented in view of therelationship between the
ministry of education and theteachers servicesboard. It isreported that these weakness
arebeing addressed through areview of existing lawsand regul ations.

Inthe meantime, the continued aasence of legidation pertaining to the establishment
of schodl librariesisthe main reason why Kano State school library situationisnot making
any noticeablehead way. Itisdifficult Ministry to effectively managetheaffairsof another
department belonging to an altogether different department, especially sinceinthiscase,
the teachers service Boards and SUBEB is beset with its own host of problems. The
correlation between lack of effective guidance or leadership and thelack of growthin
school librarianship in Kano State cannot be over emphasized. Itisapractical problem
which requiresapractica solution. Therefore, proper guidance and informed leadership
should, be one of the basesfor any development effort.

Library Training: Thereareat present formal library training programmesin Kano State
among whom are charged with the affairs of the school library at para-professional level
likewiseat professiond leved. They include, Kano Statelibrary Board (Library Assistance
Course), Kano State Polytechnic (Diplomain Library Science), Federal College of
Education Kano (Diplomain Library Science) and Bayero University Kano (BUK)
(Diploma, B.A., MLSand Ph.D in Library and Information Science) but still notrained
teacher librarian who take charge of school library dueto lukewarm attitude of the parent
organization. Thisisthemainreason most schoal librariesinthe State are managed by staff
without any qualificationin librarianship. Madnessto say, thisstate of affairshasbeena
stumbling block in the devel opment of Librarianshipin genera and school librarianshipin
particular. Thelack of training certainly meansthat teachersand other staff charged with
theresponsibility of managing the school librariesarethrownin at thedeep end. Little
wonder that the schoal library situation in Kano Stateisasit isat the moment.

Ministry of Education Standards; The Kano State Ministry of Education does not
encourage the devel opment of school libraries. In 2010, there were 7,215 registered
schoolsin Kano State, of which only 3,410 had libraries. Thisisanindication of thelevel
of interest and the devel opment potentia sthat existsvis-avisschool librariesinthecountry.
It ishard to understand how the educational authoritiesarrived at the recommendation
pertaining to theestablishing of school libraries. Librariesasavauableeducationa facilities
should beavailablein every school irrespective of gradeor size.

TheTeaching Training Curriculum: Thecurricular of Kano Stateand federa ingtitution
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at NCE and B.Ed do not include school librarianship, their graduate are not aware of the
need for school librariesingenerd, nor for theimportance of integrating thelibrary intothe
school curriculum, Theteacher training curriculum hasasaknock on effect on the school
curriculumwhichisstill teacher based asopposed to the resources based | earning gpproach.
Measures should betaken to ensurethat school librarianshipisinfused into theteachers
training curriculum. Such amovewould inturnlead to theinclusion of the school library
into theschool curriculum. Thenationa curriculum committee should belobbied, not only
for thispurpose, but aso for the gppointment of apersonwith relevant library qudification
tothecommittee. Thisistheonly way to ensurethat the school library isnot overlookedin
thecommittee'sddiberations.

Legidation: For theschooal library and its curriculum to devel op and becomeanintegral
part of every school, legidative support isamust. Thereason school librariesare success
storiesin many States, isthat they are backed by legidation. The ministry of education
should be consequently |obbied for theintroduction of legidation requiring every primary,
junior and senior secondary schoolsto havealibrary. New devel opmentsin education
maketheschool library animperativeentity; thereforeno school hasthe option of operating
without one.

Training of Teachers- Librarians. Thetraining of teacher'slibrarian and school librarian
iscrucid if theschooal library isto performitscurriculum rolewell. Representation should
be madefor theministry of education and theteachers service Board to introduce school
librarianshipintotheir programmes.

I nspectorate: Theministry of education should be asked to introduce aschool library
sectioninitsschool inspectorate. Apart from ensuring that school s must meet the set
schoal library standards, the section would also advise schoolson how best to run their
librariesclearly, effective guidance asenvisaged can only be provided by inspectorswho
aredually qualified in both teaching and librarianship. It istherefore recommended that
only peoplewith such dua qualificationsbe appointed to the school librariesinspectorate.

School Library Sandards: Theformulation of school library standards should aso be
on the agenda of the lobbyists. Standards are required because they are essential
devel opment guidelineswhich help to ensurethe smooth and effective operation of school
libraries.

School Library Committee: A school library committee must be established in every
school. For thiscommitteeto be effectiveit should be headed by asenior member of staff
preferably the head teacher. The main role of the committeewould beto formulatelibrary
policiesand to seetoit that the policiesareimplemented.

Condition of Service: Care must betaken to seethat thosewho becometeacher librarians
or school librarian do not end upinacareer cul-de-sac. Thisrequiresthat teechers librarians
aregiven the same opportunitiesfor promotion, attending in service courses and other
favourable conditionsasare enjoyed by other teachers. Thisistheonly way teacherscan
be encouraged to take up the responsibility of managing the school libraries.
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School Librarian Association: Professional Association has been recognized as
important cogsinthe devel opment efforts of professions. Professional Association may
not betrade Unionshbut, al the same, they enable membersto shareideas, some of which
relate to the growth of the profession. In the same vein, an Association of School
Librarianshipin Kano State should beformed. ThisAssociation would be affilisted to the
Nigerian Library Associationin order for it to be adequatel y nurtured.

Desirable Changes in Centralized Services: It is desirable that the section of the
ministry taking careof thelibrary services section bedecentralized to operate smoothly, it
must bewel| staffed and adequately funded. These changeswould |ead to aclean break
with the present d oppy state of affairsinthat section.

Table 1: Number of primary, Junior, Senior and Private Schools, 2009-2010

Schools Number of Schools Percentage %
Primary School 4,883 67.68

Junior Secondary a7 1174

Senior Secondary A7 48

Private Schools 1138 1578

Total 7,215 100

Source: (i) Kano Sate Ministry of Education, Directorate of Private Schools. (ii) Senior Secondary
School Management Board. (iii) State Universal Basic Education Board, Kano Sate

Table2: Distribution of school librariesby local Government Area, 2010

S/INo  Loca Govt. Area Total Schools ~ WithLibraries  Without Libraries
1. Ajingi 129 46 83
2. Albasu 112 41 71
3. Bagwai 72 32 40
4. Bebgji 132 55 77
5. Bichi 195 80 115
6. Bunkure 122 50 72
7. Dala 282 120 162
8. Danbatta 143 63 80
9. Dawakin Kudu 197 91 106
10. Dawakin Tofa 111 41 70
11. Doguwa 120 58 62
12. Fagge 279 142 137
13. Gabasawa 129 53 76
14. Garko 103 41 62
15. Garun Mallam 108 41 62
16. Gaya 130 62 68
17. Gezawa 182 81 101
18. Gwae 363 197 166
19. Gwarzo 160 66 94
20. Kabo 140 46 94
21 Karaye 121 59 62
22 Kibiya 78 36 42
23. Kiru 160 67 93
24. Kumbotso 337 200 137
25. Kunchi 107 49 58
26. Kura 103 47 56
27. Madobi 145 61 84
28. Makoda 76 29 47
29. Minjibir 149 79 70
30. Municipal 377 243 134
31. Nassarawa 488 280 208
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32. Rano 106 46 60

33. Rimin Gado 91 31 60
34. Rogo 174 64 110
35. Shanono 72 32 40
36. Sumaila 102 39 63
37. Takai 120 40 80
38. Tarauni 384 204 180
39 Tofa 97 37 60
40. Tsanyawa 115 39 76
41, Tudun Wada 140 62 78
42. ungogo 218 162 56
43. Warawa 113 40 73
44, Wudil 133 53 80
Total 7,215 3,410 3,805

Source: Ministry of Education Kano State Annual School Census Result 2009 - 2010

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Chineseadagethat athousandsmilesjourney startswith thefirst stepisapplicablein
the present situation of school library development in Kano State. Unlessand until those
who areinterested in thedevel opment of schoal librariesin Kano Statedeve optheinitiatives
to do something about it, the Kano State school library scenewill remaininthedoldrums.
Certainly that first step to commence the arduousjourney of developing school librariesin
Kano Stateislong overdue. An attempt has been madein thiswork to show why and how
school libraries should be devel oped in Kano State. A compl ete turnaround in the Kano
State Education A uthorities perception of school librariesisamust. ItishightimeKano
Statewas added to thelist of Stateswith agood school library culture. Thisstatement is
based on the promise of knowing thefull development potentia that existinKano State. It
ishoped that the situation will bedifferent inthe near future.

TheMinistry of Education, State Universal Basic Education and Teachers Service
Board haveagrest roleto play ininterpreting therel evant parts of the Nationa Policy on
Education relating to school library provisionswith respect to size, building, resourcesand
personnel. But moreimportantly isensuring astrict complianceto thesewhile mapping out
stiff and appropriate sanctions agai nst non - compliance. For instance, whilethey should
ensurethat adequate funding provision aremadefor this purpose, schoolsmanagersshould
be monitored to ensurethat all library fundsand feesare used only for library purposes.

School pupilsneed to beencouraged intheuse of their school librariesby boththe
school administration and teachers. One good way of doing thisis for the school
administratorsto make provisionfor library period on the schoolstime - tableswhile
teachersgivelibrary - centered assignment to pupils. To succeed in this, the services of
qudifiedlibrary staff remain smply indispensable. Such acrop of professiond staff would
beinagood positiontoinitiative appropriate public rel ations strategiesthat will involve
prominently individua sand organizationsin thecommunity toform"friendsof thelibrary"
bodiesasaway of fostering school library development in the community. The school
authority in conjunction with the school librarian, can a so organize aforum whereold
students association of the school could berallied especially, towardsacontained support
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for the school library development. In the very final analysis, however, the Federal
government hasthe onerousrespong bility of ensuring that the UBE programmes succeeds
at all costs, asawell educated and well - informed citizenry hasno substitutein any drive
towards national growth and development. To statethat at the centre of the requirements
for the successof thislaudable education programmes (UBE) laystherolestatement while
the best starting point remainsthelocal government levels. Hence, the study callsfor a
comprehensivegpproach toimproving thestatesof primary and secondary school libraries
inlocal government areas of Kano State.
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