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ABSTRACT

The study reviews the effective use of inquiry as a method of teaching Social
Sudies students in Nigerian tertiary ingtitutions. The Social Studies subject is
interdisciplinary in nature and content. Teaching it at this level requires the use
of inquiry method to enable the students participate actively in the learning
process in the normal classroom situation. The theoretical framework of the
study ishinged on learning skills acquisition and devel opment that are necessary
for achieving academic excellence in Nigeria tertiary institutions. Therefore the
inquiry strategies are recommended for teaching Social Studies through lead
guestions, affirmative questions, subjective questions, use of adverbial clause,
use of phrases and objective questions.

Keywords: Inquiry method of learning skills acquisition and development for
effective academic performance

INTRODUCTION

Theinquiry method of teaching involves a specialized skill of ateacher to be ableto
effectively usethe method in agiven Socia Studiesclass. Jerolimek and Foster (1976)
and Aina(1982) note that the developmental level or maturation of the students, their
interestsand age should be given high attention in structuring inquiry-oriented learning-
activitiesand experiences. Thisisbecausethe Social Studiesteacher using theinquiry
method in teaching makesthe val ue attainable aswell aswhat the method of teaching
should beto the students. Theteacher could maketheteaching boring or exciting. Butin
order to makeit exciting and effective, the teacher should personalizelearninginsucha
manner asto arousethecuriosity andinterest of the studentsto stimulatereflectivethinking
to solve problems but not to usetrial and error approach.

TheUseof Lead Questionsin Inquiry M ethod of Teachingin Social Sudies. One
of theessential aspectsin the useof inquiry method inteaching isthe use of lead questions.
According tothe L ongman Dictionary of Contemporary English (1995) explainesteaching
inquiry method using lead questionsas questionsrai sed to guidetheclasscollectively and
individually to enablethem to discover solutionsto given Socia Studies problemsduring
classroom situations. The above showed that the use of inquiry method in teaching by
using lead questions makes the method to be discussed in some studies asthe same as
discovery method. Thisopinion wasexpressed by Yelon and Wensten (1979). Theword
discovery meansfinding out. It isthe processthrough which studentsfind out facts or
knowledgethrough the understanding of concepts. Thisismade possible by theteacher’s
use of lead questions. For instance, the following lead questions are found useful in
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understanding agiven lessoninteaching of Socia Studies. Haveyou ever forgottenthe
title of atopic taught aSocia Studies class before? The question above seeksto make
studentsdiscover their recall memory and retentive ability. Similarly, theteacher raised
lead question on how much of thelesson did the student gained during thelesson. The
intention of theteacher inthislead questionisto examine students' level of understanding
during aSocid Studiesclass. Thereforethelead questionisessentia becauseit helpsthe
studentsto discovery for themselves anumber of teachingsthat hastaken placein a
normal classroom situation.

Affirmative Questionsusing I nquiry Teaching M ethod: Findingsin most researches
showed that inquiry method uses affirmative questionsin teaching the studentsto seek for
knowledge. Affirmative questions are asked by theteacher based on responsesthat are
“Yes’ or“No”. Dubay and Barth (1980) expressed similar view by stating that “ affirmative
questions provoke studentsin both reflective and inductive thinking. Also, Beyer (1971)
argued that “for ateacher to useinquiry methodinteaching Socid Studieslesson successfully,
using affirmative questions approach isvery important”. He advanced five stepsthat
constitute the application of inquiry method by ateacher: statement of the problem;
construction of tentative answers'hypotheses; testing the hypotheses against relevant data
and generdization.

Constructive Affirmative Questions: Most affirmative questions are used to elicit
information from studentsinaSocia Studieslessonsseek information onrangeof socia
Issues, for instance, historical, political, economical, environmental, cultural, etc. Socia
Sudiesteachersintroduce Yesor No questionsaspart of teaching activity. Someof these
questionsusually asked are: “isNigeriaadevel oped country?’ “ Arewomen meant to rear
childreninthefamily done?’ “Istheoffice of the presidency meant for menalone?’ “Are
politica officesavenuefor wedth creation?’ All theabove questionsarein affirmativethat
provoke hot debatein aSocia Studiesclass. Thistype of situation makes classto be
lively, attractive and to create robust environment for learning to take place.

Teaching Social Sudieswith Subjective Questions: Inquiry method of teaching Social
Studiesat thetertiary level isseenin the use of subjective questions. These are set of
guestions constructed by theteacher whose answersare expected to correspond with the
teacher’sview or opinion. Thisconcept alowstheteachersto pin down studentsto asort
of subjectivequestions. The studentsare expected to attempt the questionsfor the purpose
of theset of questionstotest students’ level and state of a ertnessand comprehension of
subject matter. The questionsrequire studentsto identify what aretrue or falsethrough
“Yes’ or “No” answers. Instances of such questionsare: “Nigeriagained independence
fromtheBritish governmentin 1960, trueor false” “ Tafawa-Belewawasthefirst Nigerian
PrimeMinister, trueor false;” “Economicsisone of the Socia Science subjectsat the
tertiary ingtitutions, trueor false.” “ Peter isanamegivento amalechild, trueor false.”
“Christ wasthe only son of God, trueor false.” Based on the above questions, teachers
determinetheleve of studentsunderstandingin rel ated subject matters.
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Adverbial Clauseand Inquiry Method of Teaching Social Sudies: Teachersraise
questionson adverbid clausesto determinethe extent |earning experience hastaken place.
According to the Longman English Current Dictionary (1995), adverbial clausesare
wordsor group of wordsthat describe or add to the meaning of action. Inthisregard, the
objective of knowledge intended when applying questionsthat are constructed using
adverbia clauses. Osakwe (1991) posited that students’ behavioural objectivesinagiven
lesson should be stated with performing verbs. Thisisbecause at theend of every given
lesson, the students should be ableto carry out an assigned instruction. Therefore, the
purposeof questionsistoinvestigatetheabilitiesof sudentsto perform assgnedingructions.
Since Social Studiesdealswith environmental issues, socid problems, historical events
and economic devel opment inagiven society, adverbia clausetypeof questionsareraised
to gather information from students on the given landscape that demand their knowledge
of the place beeninquired about. Here, the application of adverbia clausesof theplaceis
used. For example“whereistheareacalled Niger Delta?’

Students are expected to provide answers on the above question by given a
descriptiveand analysisof theregion called Niger Delta. It isthe descriptionthat congtitutes
the performance of studentsaction ontheinstructiona objective expected at theend of the
lesson. Why isthere so much kidnappinginthe Niger Deltaregion? Thisquestion requires
the studentstofind out reasonsfor kidnapping intheregion. Theanswersrequiresadverbia
clause of reason as the students are expected to state number of reasons for the
unwholesome activity intheregion. Thus, theability of studentsto state some of these
reasons showstheir learning outcome; when wasAlhaji Sambo, theformer governor of
Kaduna State sworn in asthe Vice President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria? The
above question seeksto find out thetimeinwhich the Vice President wasswornin. The
answer requiresadverbial clauseof time. It isimposed on the studentsto test the accuracy
of timesinwhich someimportant eventsoccurred.

How will national integration affect development in Nigeria? The above question
isaimed at investigating the manner of national integration to development. Studentsare
madeto understand therelevance of integration to national development. Answerstothe
above questionsform the basis of discussion which providesvaried optionsto national
integration that pavewaysfor development. Thistypeof question aidsthe application of
inquiry method of teaching the students. Thisisbecauseit encouragesthe student to
brainstorm on issues affecting economic devel opment. Thework of theteacher isto be
able to provoke the students to further inquiry on issues that borders on economic
development of anation. Thisisan essential aspect of Social Studiesteaching acrossall
levels

Adverbial Clauseof Manner Using Inquiry M ethod in Teaching Social Studies:
Adverbid clauseof manner isoneof thewaysteachersteach studentsinto critical thinking.
Socia Studiesexpertsbelievethat inquiry method of teaching isone of the suggested
teaching methodsin Socia Studiescurriculum. AccordingtoAkinlaye(2002) “inquiry isa
method, strategy of teaching where studentsare allowed to examineidess, events, issues,
problemsand questionsfreely with minimum guidance from the teacher, and then seek
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informationto answer or solve problems. When using strategies, teachersinvolve students
inrelevant activitiesof gathering, interpreting, assimilating, investigating or processing
information so asto make the studentsto discover answersthemselvesand then arrive at
intelligent conclusion. Oneof thewaysof guiding studentsin theabovefindingsisfor the
teacher to be able to raise questions as guide to students’ participation into learning
experiences. Thisisavery crucia aspect of inquiry teaching method in Socid Studies. For
ingtance, TheUnited Nations Education Scientific Cultural Organizetion (UNESCO) (1985)
maintained that inquiry is not discovery of answers that are lifted from books, but
development of answershy the studentsthemsalvesbased onresultsof their investigations.
Hence, the gpplication of adverbia clause of manner becomesreevant. Thisisbecauseit
enables studentsto tackle questionson how issues are resol ved.

TheApplication of Phrasein Inquiry M ethod of Teaching Social Sudies: A question
based on phrasesisoneof theteaching methodsof initiating inquiry. According to Longman
English Current Dictionary (1995) aregroup of wordstogether that have particular meaning,
especially when they express the meaning well in afew words. They can be used to
generate questionsduring teaching-learning in agiven subject, especidly in Social Studies
education. Research findingsin pedagogy indicatethat the use of phrasesinraising questions
arewd| planned seriesof wordsused in question setting. Ololobou (1996) observed that
teaching strategiesaretheumbrellaterms. Infact an overall large scaleteaching plan or
framework, that encapsul ates both teaching methods and teaching techniquesin Social
Studies. Though, strategies are broad whose components are methods and techniques.

Fromthe above, phrase questions are strategies of prompting studentsto make
themtotacklecritical issuesthat border on their environment, political Situation and socio-
economicissues. When phrasequestionsarerai sed asstrategiesininquiry teaching method,
studentsare madeto identify phrasesused either in agiven sentence or in passages. What
isinvestigated by studentsisthe meaning of the phrasein agiven sentence or passages.
Therefore, Socid Studiesteachersare expected to devise strategy such asquestionsbased
on phrasesto evaluate the cognitive ability of students. For instance, the Niger Delta
Statesare proneto oil-workers' kidnapping, or surrounded by tall vegetation.

ObjectiveQuestionsof Inquiry TeachingM ethod in Social Sudies. Theapplication
of objectivequestionsisoneof thewaysin theeva uation techniquesthat isused to determine
studentsstrength of comprehensioninarangeof course content. M ost research findingsin
teaching methods postul ate theideathat questioning issimilar totesting. Thisisbecause
theteacher asks series of questionsto collect information from students on what was
taught and learnt. According to the WikipediaFree Encyclopedia(2007), test isanother
method of questioning. Theteacherstest the studentsonwhat was previoudy taught in
order to ascertainthelevel of what students have learned from the subject matter. The
usefulnessof objectiveguestionisto alow studentsto face simplified evaluation. The
above concept isbased onthefact that theteacher providesaternativeanswersto questions.
Questionsare spread to cover the course contents. Thesignificance of objectivequestions
isin the effectiveness of scoring after examinations. This is because assessment of
performance becomeseasy by theteacher. Thismethod of providing inquiry into course
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contentsisdoneinthelower level of Nigerian universities. Itisaso useful for bothinterna
and external examinations. Examination bodies such asNational Examination Council
(NECO), West AfricaExamination Council (WAEC), Joint Admissionsand Matriculation
Board (JAMB), Nigerian Universities Post Examinationsemploy objectivetechniquesof
questioning in examinations. According to Ogunsanya(1984), objectivetest involvesone
of thesefour forms. They aretrue-fal se, multiple choice, completion and marching type
questions. Thisindicatesthat thetechniqueisusually designed and applied in such away
that irrespective of who marksthe answers, the score of aparticular candidate always
remainsthe same. Themain features of the objectivetest approach are that each student
chooseshisanswer for each questionfrom alimited list provided by theteacher. Thebasis
for thismethod of teaching ison the ground that thetechniqueiseffectivein testing the
student’sability torecall previoudy learnt information. Also, theusefulnessismainly in
assessing student’sability at thelower cognitivelevel of learning. Therefore, the use of
inquiry asteaching method requires Socia Studiesteachersto beknowledgeableinthe
gpplication of thetechniqueto guidestudents ability during teaching and learning Situation.

CONCLUSION

The objective of thispaper isto examinethe use of inquiry teaching method in teaching
Socid Studiesin Nigeriantertiary inditution. Inquiry method of teaching equipsthestudents
in active participationinlearning for the purpose of enhancing academic performance
among thestudents. Thisnecessitated theresearcher to gointo thisstudy to cresteawareness
among theteachersand studentsalikein Nigerian tertiary institutions about the use of
inquiry teaching method in teaching our students. Thereforetheinquiry strategiesare
recommended for teaching Social Studiesthrough lead questions, affirmative questions,
subjective questions, use of adverbid clause, use of phrasesand objective questions.
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