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ABSTRACT

The paper examines the proper placing of peace education as it relates to the
advocacy of human rights, with respect to human life, and as a way of reducing
the abuses on human rights and dignity. The current situation of humanity
demands the holistic embrace of peace and the consideration of the value of the
social justice agenda to therescue. The paper also callsfor proper peace education
for the masses as individuals, group and community since it can help the society
in establishing healthy environment and ethical living, and it also envisages the
inclusion of it in the schools curricula, as the individual and the whole human
society are in great need of peace and justice.

INTRODUCTION

Despitethe congtitutionaity and universality of humanrights, it hasbeen seen that human
rightsissuesarefacing alot of humanistic arguments. Also, theauthenticity of theauthority
which back up therespectsthey acquireasquditiesisquestioned. In connection with the
redlization and maintenance of earthly peaceasright, theissuesof thisauthenticationwill
belinked with the condition of man on earth. Therapid growth of civilizationisdetermined
on how menwishto begoverned and earntheir living, together with the management of
human problemsarising from rapid scientific and technol ogical developmentswhich call
for continuousre-examination by societal maninthenatural law to new Stuationsof human
problems (Binde, 2004). We should notethat, Sncetheprincipleof fairnessmay establish
abondto exigting just arrangements, the obligations covered by it can support atieaready
present that derivesfromthe natural duty of justice (Rawls, 1971).

For thisposs bility, thesituation callsfor thelegal collaboration between the state
and the societdl man. Theonly condition put forward by the Statewhich thecitizenshave
to undergoisto be obedienceto the positive laws of the State, for smooth administration
of everything therein. Theissue of peace education isan ongoing polemic discussion on
human rights amongst scholars and philosophers. The abovetopic of thisissueiswide
enough to be subj ect of many academic dissertations; henceit isbeyond this paper. But,
the discuss on must continue. One of these considerationsisthat thedignity of thehuman
personinvolvestheright to takean active part in public affairsand to contribute one' spart
to the common good of the citizen (John X X111, 1963, no. 26). But, to Douglas Roche,
thevalue of man should be placed beforethelaws, because thelawsbelong to him.
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Many still live within the confines of their own ‘world’, but many more

now extend their thinking about the world to places far beyond their

neighbourhood. The questions posed by this larger view, held by

growing members of the public, are a sign of the change in attitudes

that is occurring (Roche, 2006: 210).

Onewill obvioudy believethat any argument of rightswhich doesnot consider thehuman's
conditionin assertion should be considered asamere humanistic thought pattern. Thisis
because every man’sactivity centresaround man himself, by nature, helivestoimprove
hissupremacy, dwaysfor hisown benefit, especiadly when heisnot checked. Theingruments
of peace have been thefollowing ticksof interest: active solidarity and subsidiarity, the
culturefor disarmament and stoppage of arm race, political and economic stability, the
promotion of socia justicetheory, respect for human life, rightsand duties, the demands
for religiousfreedom & tolerance, rdigiousand culturd mordity, thevaueof humanfamily,
thedesirefor global ethics, the concern of human labour, and the respect for therule of
law. Humanrightsisdefined asentitlementsthat pertainto human beings, and which condiitute
their essentia nature. Theserightsare said to beinalienable, imprescriptible, or inherent
(Abasili, 2004). Shivji on his part defined human rights* as demands or claimswhich
individualsor groups make on society, some of which are protected by law, while others
remain aspirationsto beattained in thefuture” (Shivji citedinAbasili, 2004).

Asahuman person heisentitled to thelegal protection of hisrights, and such
protection must be effective, unbiased, and strictly just (John X X111, 1963). Theaspirated
ones may need to be protected by the law in the present, but laid in the future to be
achieved or demanded asthenatural law will definethemfor theindividua. Theultimate
sourceof human rightsisnot foundinthe merewill of human beings, intheredlity of the
State, inpublic powers, butinman himsdf andin God hisCreetor. Theserightsare” universd,
inviolable, andindienable’. Universal becausethey arepresent inal human beings, without
exception of time, place or subject. Inviolablein sofar as“they areinherent inthe human
person and in human dignity” and because”it would bevainto proclaimrights, if at the
sametime everything were not doneto ensure the duty of respecting them by al people,
everywhere, and for al people”. Inalienableinsofar as* no one can legitimately deprive
another person, whoever they may be, of theserights, sincethiswould do violenceto their
nature (Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, 2004, No. 153).

Cong dering these different approachesin thedefinition of the statusof rights, they
appear informsof legd, theologica , natura, humanistic and socio-political arguments. Al
of theseconsider manfirst intheir assertion before definition. Despitethesearguments, the
devel opment of nuclear wegponsand militarism hasforced there-examination of themeaning
of human security and rightsin recent times, and determinethe strength of any State’s
legidation on the protection of thehuman lifeand its society. These arguments show the
rel ationshi p between man, nature, the State and even God ishindered. Hence, they maintain
the connection of man and hisrights, andtry tolegaizethisunion.

The significance of human rights as causation element in the

transformation of the society cannot be gainsaid. Legal as well as

political institutions can be altered on the basis of human and many a
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revolution has been executed on this account (Ndubuisi and Nathaniel,

2002: 237).

Theabove assartion showstheimportance of human lifeinthedevelopment of thesociety.
Thisneedsthe proper management of human affairswhichwill guarantee his/her well-
beingandrights. Thesedementspropel thequalitiesof his’her meaningfulnessand enhance
the corresponding dutieswhich are associated with the existence of higher rights. Duties
thereby reinforcerightsand cal for their defense and promotion asatask to beundertaken
inthe service of the common good (Benedict, 2009).

Thearguments of human rights are eval uated on the principle of common good
and justice. The common good requiresthat civil authoritiesmaintain acareful balance
between co-ordinating and protecting therightsof the citizens. On the other hand, justice
imposesobligation ontheindividuas, communities, associations, nationsand international
bodiesto respect therights, subjectsevery entity to the dictates of law, and preachesthe
doctrinesof peace which ensurethe happy end of humanity. They show fairnessonthe
administration of human affairs. It should not happen that certain individualsor social
groupsderivespecid advantagefrom thefact thet their rightshavenot received preferential
protection, nor should it happen that governmentsin seeking to protect theserights, become
obstaclestotheir full expression and free use (John X X111, 1968). These are considered
grestly, especidly, inthe proposition and executed of warsinthe name of necessity, which
areexamined exclusively by the Security Council, under the United Nation Organi zation.
Hence, John Paul 11 expressesman’scondition asfollows:

Man is rightly fears falling victim to an oppression that will deprive

him of his interior freedom, of the possibility of expressing the truth of

which he is convinced of the faith that he professes, of the ability to

obey the voice of conscience that tells him the right path to follow. The

technical means at the disposal of modern society conceal within

themselves not only the possibility of self-destruction through military
conflict, but also the possibility of peaceful subjugation of individuals,

of environments, of entire societies and of nature, that for one reason

or another might prove inconvenient for those who to possess the

necessary means and are ready to use them without scruple (John Paul

11 1991, no.11).

With careful consideration of these qualitiesof man, he should befully understood asa
being with natura rightsand fullness of beingness. He needs peace asaright to befully
developed asacommunal being. Peace asright makesall individuals of identical worth
smply becausethey are human. Thisestimation isnot based on the natural history of the
humanrace. Itistheexplicit and consciouswork of rationa penetration and transformation
of redlity by ethical consciousnessbuilt into the concept of right.

TheHinged Cor ner

After all arguments about the status and nature of rights, whether they exist or not, or
whether man also hasinaienablerightsor not, thereisneed to understand that the nature
of man presupposesthat he hasrightsand aso dutiesto doin thisworld. Now, one of the
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dutiesof manisthe establishment of peace and justice, on which his’her rights, will be
adequately recognized and administered without any thought of violation. Manisseenin
many levelsof earthly participation, asanindividual, nationa and international figure of
importancetowork for peaceful coexistenceand positive symbiosis. He existsbecause of
thiscommunal participation. Heisnot anisolated being. So, he needs peaceto co-exist
with others. Theimportance of the principlesof solidarity and subsidiarity for communal
participation should not be used to put vulnerableinto subjugation and servitude. So, man
should naturally help othersto have peace astheir right, not with strings attached. The
gringsareoftentimesinformsof hatred and selfishness. Such hatred exploitsthe brutalities
of the poverty, oppression, power, and greed of modern society. With these and others,
the already condition of Human Rights Education as advocate mostly by Amnesty
Internationa, propel sthe condition for peace education. The Human Rights Education has
elementssuch asit:
- Recognisestheuniversdity and indivisbility of humanrights
I ncreasesknowledge and understanding of humanrights
Empowerspeopleto clamtheir rights
Assists peopleto usethelegal instrument designed to protect humanrights
Usesinteractive and participatory methodol ogy to devel op attitudes of respect
for humanrights
Developsthe skillsneeded to defend humanrights
Integratesthe principlesof humanrightsinto everyday life
Createsaspacefor dialogue and change, and,
- Encouragesrespect and tolerance (Idowu, 2007).
Obviously, communicating, national or international peaceisrealisable, becausethe
condition of theworld depends solely on what man makes out of it. But, man has been
lacking thisneeded quality of development. That iswhy there have been advocates of
peace. It should not be seen as an abstract reality or phenomenon. Peace requiresthat
man should stop or avoid many thingsthat aredetrimental to hislifeand that of the society.
Herespectshisright tolifeand dignity of hisbeing. Likewar itself, sustainable peace does
not just happen. It requiresthe continued cultivation of social, human and economic
developments. It doesnot occur to political leadersthat thefight against hunger, scarcity,
environmental pollution, and poverty, can also convert haplesssoldiersof violenceinto
productive membersof the global community (Roche 1999). These detrimental factors
areseen expedidly intheaberrationsin scienceand technol ogy, militarism, politica ingtability
andthelike. Hence, Mihailo Mardovic opinesthat,
If we are serious about human rights we have to fight against
these reversals and fight for peace. This presents madness of
wasting trillions of dollarson weaponswhich will never be used-
or if used would amount to the coll ective suicide of humankind-
must be stopped or else all our highbrow deliberation about
human rightswill mean nothing (Mardovic in Rouner 1988).
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Thereisneed to avoid thiscol ossa wastein human existence, becausetheabsence
of peacein the society will cause much more harm to humanity. Just as Pope Paul V1
observed before now that “the World Fund proposed could bring an end to waste, which
isscandal ous. Countries squander cash to boost their pridewhilemillions starve. The
money spent on armsis scandal ous, while school s, and homes, and hospitalsremain un-
built. L et thoseresponsiblefor such grave scandal shear what we say beforeitistoo late”
(Paul V1, 1967). Now, thereisacall for holistic participation and involvement in peace
building and devel opment, to make man remainin cooperativeand comfortableexistence
with hisrightsand dignity intact. In attempt to obtain ahumaneworld, Douglas Roche
assertsthat; today, the major problems of human security, devel opment, disarmament,
environment, and human rights- areinterlocked. No one problem can be solved alone.
And no single State can solve problemsby itself. Anintegrated agendafor human security
demands cooperation by al nations (Roche, 2006). Thiscall should becarried out by the
States, especially their quest to acquire nuclear weapons and recourse to disarmament
and peaceful negotiationin resolving disputes. Theavoidance of war, particularly nuclear
war, isthusacommon responsibility. The security —even the existence- of the nations of
theworldisinterdependent. For both East and West, the avoi dance of nuclear catastrophe
dependson mutual recognition of the need for peaceful relations, national restraint, and
amelioration of the armaments competition (Common Security: A Programme For
Disarmament, 1982).

The above assertion callsfor global participation for the attainment of peace,
justiceand security. But, oneneedsto understand thet all these agitated qualities/necessities
centred on how man’sfreedom is managed and tail ored to aid the devel opment of the
individua who possessesit and the society inwhich hehasresponsibilitiesto develop. The
redization of cultureof peaceisfaction ontailored freedom. “ Freedom meansrespongbility-
respong bility for oneslf, for one’'sown good, for thegood for others, including thosewho
comeafter us. Claiming human rightsand living without responsibility wouldlead usintoa
state of chaos. Only creative and responsible freedom can give hope to the future of
mankind” (Kusumalayam, 2008). Therole of theinternational organizations, especialy,
the United Nations Organi zation with her committees on security and nuclear weapons
regulatory mattersand theindividua States, isto ensurethat the management of any form
of freedom, especialy, professona freedom, isthat of achannd towardsthe attainment of
peace and justice, and should |ocalize humanity into welcome entity. Thisrole will
conditutiondly limit, if not eiminateall formsof violaion of rightsand dignity of thehuman
personhood (Igwilo, 2009). Onebelievesthat when humankind issensitized onthedangers
of violationsof human rightsand dignity, and learnsto avoid them, therewill beglobal
peace, and thiswill usher itinto aholistic devel opment of theindividua and society a large
(Soras, 1963).

TheConsideration of Peace Education
The society isthe product of the people, and they determine the nature of which the
societal affairs should go according to use of their power of freedom ad intellect. The
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human society ismet to enjoy adequate peace and justiceinfine-tuning itsaffairstoward
development and progress. Of course, the past few decades have seen positivegainsfor
humanity. Theworld economy has soared. Science hasblossomed. Medica advancesare
stunning. Knowledge can beingtantly transmitted by  ectronic means. However, thepersons
who enjoy thesegains, for themost part, are already well off, and the gap between them
and the di spossessed continuesto grow. Despited | theadvancesin scienceand technol ogy,
injusticeprevails(Roche, 2006). Thevauefor peaceful livingishighly diminishing, just
because man refuses to understand the proper trend on developments have to be
championed. The problemsof devel opment are widespread and demand speedy responses
todleviate humanity from extinction. Never hasthehuman race enjoyed such an abundance
of wedlth, resourcesand economic power, and yet ahuge proportion of theworld'scitizens
aredill tormented by hunger and poverty, while countlessnumberssuffer fromtotd illiteracy.
Never before has man had so keen on understanding of freedom, yet at the sametimenew
formsof socia and psychological davery maketheir appearance.

Althoughtheworld of today hasavery vivid avarenessof itsunity and of how one
man depends on ancther in needful solidarity, it ismost grievously torninto opposing
campsby conflicting forces (Van Loon, 2002). For political, social, economic, racia and
ideological disputesstill continue bitterly, and with them the peril of awar which would
reduce everything to ashes. True, thereisagrowing exchange of ideas, but thevery words
by which key conceptsare expressed take on quitedifferent meaningsin diverseideological
systems. Finaly, man painstakingly searchesfor abetter world, without acorresponding
spiritual advancement (Vatican |1 Council, Gaudiumet Spes, 1965, Paul VI, 1976).

If thereisno peace, thereisno devel opment. The devel opment we seearound us
now without peace and justiceisashadow of hopelessnessand it isphysical rubric that
cannot berelied upon. Human beings havelimit of adaptation of interest, and without
peace and social justicethey live shorter than expected. Peace and justice necessarily
promote socia and environmenta longevity of theindividual sand the society they belong.
It comesto play that devel opment whichismostly hinged on the advancement of science
and technology haslittle or nothing to be desired with the culture of peace. Peaceis
worked out by man himself, not by what he produces. Itisfrom hisconsciousdesirefor
happinessthat isleaven ontruth and charity.

Now, the society seeks developmental peace on the ground that the gaps of
dispossession of her wealth and potentials have to be closed, in order to usher the
advancement that she desires. Kofi Annan, astheformer UN Secretary-General warns
that “the century just ended wasdisfigured, timeand again, by ruthlessconflict. Grinding
poverty and striking inequality pers st within and among countrieseven amidst unprecedented
wealth. Diseases, old and new, threaten to undo painstaking progress. Nature's life-
sustaining services, onwhich our speciesdependsfor issurvivd, arebeing serioudy disrupted
and degraded by our own everyday activities(Roche 2006, John Paul, 1989). All conditions
that negate the establishment of peace and justice necessitate the callsfor the societal
agitationsmaking for progressive changeof atitudesin community legidations, and nationd
and international politicking. “But this sense of responsibility does not come unless
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circumstances such asto alow manto be consciousof hisdignity and toriseto hisdestiny
inthe service of God and of men” (Gaudiumet Spes, 1965, Paul V1, 1976). The societal
demand for developmental peace requiresthe collectiverespons bility in compacting the
circumstance that may not encourage the advancement needed in any human society. The
aim of any established societal group and nation istherealization of common goodis
universal and objective. It hasapragmatic consideration because of its effectivenessif
generaly adopted. “ Thecommon good of society isnot anendinitsdlf; it hasvaueonly in
referenceto attaining the ultimate ends of the person and the universal common good of
thewholeof creation” (Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, 1995).

Education and Mor ality of Rightsfor the Cultur e of Peace

Curiosity isal about education of man. Man should be curious about what will promote
his’her lifeintellectually and culturally. Theachievement of the culture of peaceisbased on
theeducation of therightswhich the society will be ableto giveto the peopleand the ones
man can lay claimto, the senseof morality which he hasplaceson thevaueof hislifeand
hisactivitiesof theliving. Widespreadilliteracy and other formsof educationa limitation
need to beeradicated. Hence, Roche encouraged thet; athough formal educationiscrucid,
peoplelearn at every stageof life. Thisiswhy | suggest we should take advantage of every
opportunity to transmit knowledge about the key peace education themesof corporation,
conflict resolution, non-violence, human rights, social justice, world resources global
environment, and multicultural understanding (Roche, 2006). Asidethe protection of the
human val ues, the education of the human personhood will be highly regarded astotal
meaninglessness. For theformation of thewhol e of the human person, educationfor peace
and socid justiceshould be highly considered. For thisformation to be compl ete, it must
involvephysical development, mora formation and intellectua formationthat lead aperson
to develop awell-rounded personality.

Theemployment of peace-building and conflict resolution will bring the sense of
moral valueto human liveswhich arewasted in war and other inhumanised acts. Thisis
because they debased the morality of life which the natural order and law have been
maintaining, evenas, “ manisendowed with an extremely highlevel of adaptability to many
different formsof stress, an attributethat enablehim to survive, function and multiply under
avery widerangeof conditions’ (Dubosin Glass, 1968). Evenwith these adaptabilitiesas
qualities, every individua should betaught theva ueof peace-building and conflict resolution.
Humanity should treat peace education not only asasubject initsown right, whichiit
certainly is, but also asaperspective. It helpsusto examinecritically the major issues
affecting humanity and to participate actively in society around us. There should be
commitment to justice, concern for equality, tolerance of uncertainty and management of
human changesand creativity inthe education and moral development of the society.

Theeducationa curriculum of the human and societal persondlitiesshould bemet
to adequately evaluate professional activitiesof man, and studies should bedoneonthem,
especialy thosethat pose dangerson human lifeand society. Theinstruction on the detail
of theelementsor instruments of peace should be considered for therescue of humanity
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fromextinction. But, naturd order and morality demand that man should adequately develop
inpeaceful environment and with highvaueof hisdignity. “ Man hasthefundamental right
to freedom, equality and adequate conditionsof life, in an environment of quality that
permitsalifeof dignity and wellbeing, and he bearsasolemn responsibility to protect and
improvetheenvironment for present and futuregenerations’ (1972 Siockholn Declaration
on the Human Environment’s statement in Kusumalayam, 2006). These are possibly
achieved when the human mind isremadeor re-oriented towards positive humanisticand
cultural living. With recent happeningsin human society, the consciousnessof theva ue of
peace should beincul cated in the early childhood of every devel oping individua who
desiresto be human in consideration of purpose.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Thethrust of the paper callscollectiveresponsibility towardsthe respect of human right
and dignity. Thesocid and politica environments, most especiadly, areclouded withmyopic
visionthat isknown for its selfish acclamation, and are so demanding. So, the Situation
callsfor aproactive humanity with positivereligious, mora and cultural mindset for the
rescue, whichisimperfect initself but without it humanity istotally incomplete. It demands
on every individual to educate his/her next door neighbor inthevalue of peaceand at a
large extent he/she must practice what he/sheis persuading the other to embrace. This
actudly hastheability to unitethe physical and metaphysical naturesof humanity intoits
wholeness and rescuesit from the selfish nature or condition whichit hasfound itself.

Therefore, there should be adequate standard of living which will guaranteethe material

good, environmental capitalisation, aesthetic enjoyment of the natural resourcesby the
peoplethat will changetheir mentdity towardlifepostively. Thiscdlsfor “ cultura conscience’

inthe management of human affairsby the State. Therelation between rightsand duties
should bewell defined. And to have adequate sensiti sation of these elements of human
existence by respecting cultural differenceswhile celebrating their common humanity. In
this case, there should be the establishment of University of Peacein each State of the
world by the UNO, aswe already havein CostaRica. There be should betheneed to
strengthen the quest for peace by UNO. Also, in school s, the State should usethismedium
toteachtheva uesof peace, justiceand unity to theyouth of the society, in attempt to have
courteoushumanity toward devel opment and progress. Thesefactorsof healthy humanity
should begraftedinto schoolscurriculafor proper interndisation. Thereshould beseminars,
symposiaand conferences, organised by governmental and non-governmental agencies,
especidly for theyouthsontheneedsfor cultura, religiousand ideol ogical integration on
common and cultura humanity.
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