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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to establish the relationship between Arabic Language
and Literacy at the pre-primary school level in Nigeria. It focuses on how the
goalof the National Policy on Education in Nigeria will be achieved through
literacy in Arabic language. There are many evidences on the need to learn
Arabic as a second language. Apart from being an international language, it is
important for Nigerians to learn it along side English language since the two
major religionsin Nigeria use English and Arabic languages respectively. It will
also enable Nigerian diplomatsin the Arabic nations as well as Arab embassies
in Nigeria to competently represent the interests of both Nigeria and the Arab
world especially to correct the misconceptions between Nigeria and the Arab
world in thelocal media. This can be carried out by training the children on how
toread, write and under stand Arabic language during pre-primary school period.
Keywords: Arabic language, foreign language, Education, pre-school

INTRODUCTION

TheNational Policy on Education in Nigeriarecognizeseducation asatool for acquiring
skills, abilitiesand competenciesthat enabletheindividua to live onand contributeto the
development of theNigerian Society. WWhenthe Nationd Policy on Educationwasintroduced
in 1977, the Government planned literacy throughout the Federation (Adeyemi, 2006).
Theteaching of Arabic language in non-Arabic speaking countries has always been
associated with Idam. Ogunbiyi (2005) rightly states, masseducationinArabiclanguage
isto show that it has only twenty-nine consonant phonemes, three short and threelong
vowels, islikely tolead to improved mutual understanding between Muslimsand non-
Mudim mateswhowould now haveingght into thelanguagethat playssuchauniquerole
inthereligiouslifeof theMudims.

Thereareplacesfor quaified trand atorsand secretarieswith competenceinArabic
and Englishlanguages. Nigerian diplomatic missionintheArabworld aswell asArab
embassiesin Nigeriahave placesfor competent Arabistsand represent theinterests of
Nigeriaespecialy when unsubstantiated news about this country isspread by thelocal
newsmedia(Ogunbiyi, 2005). Effortshave been madeat ingtitutiona andindividua levels
to devel op Arabic language education and integrateit into the main stream of Nigerian
educational system because of itsvalue. The status of thislanguage asthefirst foreign
languagein Nigeriaisstill confinedto asingleareaof itsoperation, that is, making it a
school subject only (Abdulraheem, 2008). Based on thisview, thisstudy looksinto the
possibilitiesof imparting knowledge onthe ability to read Arabic booksin themindsof our
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children beforethey start their primary school. Some teachers are opposed to parents
whoteachtheir pre-primary school childrento read Arabic booksat home. Their argument
isthat many parentsare not trained on how to teach reading. Others claim that parents
who want their children to learn Arabic language before they are admitted to primary
schoolswill not beharmed much for thislack of professond traininginthefield of reading
Arabic. Onthispoint, if pre-primary school reading instruction isproved to bedesirable,
then, it will betheresponsibility of the school to provide parentsuseful information onthe
subject. Kwekowe (1991) investigates children who learnt to read before entering school,
asked questions about names of streets, signsand automobilesaswell aswordsin books
that they haveread. Theresult of Kwekowe (1991) study suggeststhat some pre-school
and kindergarten children want to learn to read sooner than many of their age-peerswho
arenot exposed to early reading activities. By implication, if achild can betaught how to
read Arabic asasecond language, heor shewill definitely reach thetarget goa inreading.

How to Prepare the Children for Reading Arabic Language: Arabic, like other
second languagesisone of themost difficult in human skillsdevelopment. Therefore, it
requiresspecial attention. Inlearning how to read Arabic asasecond languagefor achild,
thereareexternd stimulantsthat could shapethe child. Among thesearehome, environment
and parental involvement. Parental involvement seems the strongest. According to
Kwekowe (1991), thegenera aim of pre-school reading activitiesisto establishand to
re-enforcethe child's understanding of the rel ationship between the printed pagesand
spokenwordsaswell asto make him aware of thetask of reading beforehim. Asthechild
observeshisparentson theact of reading for example, hebecomesinvolved withinitiative
andidentification behaviour.

JusTiFICATION FOR ORAL ARABIC INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN

Inall language groups, it isfound that theway children speak isdifferent from theway
adults speak and thereisadevel opmental sequence of acquisition. Therefore, semantic
and grammatical complexity determinethechild'sorder of acquisition of language. This
order isdevelopmental rather thaninitiative. Children's speech have certain universa
features. These show that language devel opment continuesto the age of seven or eight
years, which meansbefore seven or eight, children'sspeech have specid featuresin Arabic
language. On the other hand, Adeyemi (1996) lamentsthe mi sconception of many people
onwhat iscalled rote-learning to beabad thing. Quranic schoolsarefrequently criticized
asplaceswhere children merely repesat varioustextslike parrots.

Thismisconception emanatesfromthar inability to distinguish betweentwo distinct
typesof memorization. Thememorization of isolated factsand scrapsof information, which
A.N. Whitehead, thefamous M athematician and Philosopher cdllsinert knowledge. Itisa
sort of information which hasno capacity for growth. Itistakenin by the student and then
later coughed out amost solely for examination purposes. On the other hand, the
memorization of information whichisalive hasthe capacity for growth. It generates-inthe
mind, new hypotheses, associ ations and combination of many ideas. What ismemorized
herehasalifeof itsown. However, how welearnlanguageistill much of amystery, but
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clearly much of the processesareimitative. Thereisno evidenceat al that lands credence
to thefact that any harm isdoneto students by making them memorize passagesfrom
great worksof literature or any language. Adeyemi (1996) explainsfurther that thereisa
gresat dedl of evidencethat our reasoning capacity and our sensitivity have been constantly
improved by imitation of thegreat mastersof languagein their variousforms. Therespect
whichMudim scholarsgiveto ora ingtructioninlearning by imitation and repetition hasa
sound basisin human experienceand in human psychol ogy.

EFForT REQUIRED AND BENEFITSOF L EARNING ARABIC L ANGUAGE
Idamic scholarsand teachershave always been ins stent that learning isan activity which
must be pursued with vigour and controlled by discipline. Adeyemi (2010) assertsthat
learning by doing isnot amodern invention. Theleaders of Islamic thoughtsfrom al-
Ghazzali and Ibn-Khaldun onwards, have never considered harshness asnecessary for
successful teaching. Successin readingArabic can be achieved by thestudent'sown effort
through constant guidance and stimulation from his parentsbefore he startsthe primary
school. Arabic language can be studied for many purposesbeyonditsreligiousassociation.
Itisadmitted that Arabicisthethird or fourthlanguageto belearntin Nigeria, ill, it hasits
difficultiesand problemsasalanguage aswell asitsattractions. Itisalanguagethat exists
in both spoken and written form. The attractions and needs outwei ght the difficulties.
The problems can be amliorated if the various hands and authorities concerned
such as parents and teachers with the teaching can cooperate to generate interest and
encouragement (Abdul 1983). Ogunbiyi (2005) notesthat anumber of Nigerian languages
particularly Kanuri, Fulfude, Hausaand Yorubawere being written in Arabic script before
theincursion of European coloniaistswiththeir languagesimposed on Nigerians. These
areashave enjoyed along tradition of literacy inArabic and theindigenouslanguagesby
virtue of their long contact with Ilam. Writing inlocal languages using the Arabic script
known asAjami are dtill availablein thelibrariesand archives. Ogunbiyi (2005) quotes
Samuel Johnson that Arabic script was one of the options considered by Bishop Ajayi
Crowther and histeam of Bibletrandatorsin devising asuitableorthography for theYoruba
languagein the 1840s because Arabic wasaready knownto Mudlim Yoruba Therefore,
agoodArabi c education enhancesfluency inthelanguageand amore meaningful utilization
of Arabicinrdigiousworship for thosewho areMudims.

STRATEGY ASTHE WAY FORWARD

Parentswho want their children to beArabicliterate should bemadeaware of thefact that
among thewaysthey can encouragetheir childrento becomereadersisto bereadersof
Arabic themsalves. Children who have pleasant experienceswith reading at homewill
want to read anything they see. Asthey see other peoplereadingArabic books, it becomes
natural that they will also imitatethem. Adeyemi (2006) suggeststhat there should be
reading specidisisinArabiclanguagein each of our nursery schools. Thereading specidists
should draw up aprogrammeto be given to the Parents TeachersAssociation (PTA) and
in meetingsof women'sorgani zationsbecause of their intimacy with children andinformal
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education they receivefromtheir parents. Such avenuewould provideanideal forumfor

sharing thefollowing suggestionswith parents.

1. To encourage children to makethingsout of discarded materialssuch aswireand

empty cartonsand nametheminArabic. Thiscreativeactivitiesdevelop language

sncechildrenlovetotalk about thingsthey aremaking.

Totell thechildren theArabic namesof what they see.

3. To read Arabic story books to the children regularly. Thiswill help listening
comprehensionand helpthemtolearnwhat they can get asapleasurefromArabic
books.

4, To set aside one corner of aroom at home asreading corner. Thisshould bea
gpecial placewhere children canlook at Arabic bookswithout disturbancefrom
thetelevison or family members.

5. Theimportanceof parentsand teechersworking hand-in-hand to devel op children's
pre-reading skillsmust be recognized.

N

CONCLUSION

Arabic asalanguage hasinfluenced much of theeveryday language of communication of
Nigerians, Mudimsand non-Musdlims. Among thefoundation to learn thislanguageisto
teach our children how toread it at pre-primary school level. Thiswill foster their interest
inlearningittoany level. Parentsshould helptheir childrento developinterestinreading
by showing them picturesandillustrations. Pictures should be of itemsinterestingto the
child according to hislevel of maturity. Identification of picturesand illustrations should
form the beginning of reading for every child. To create an enabling environment for the
child, the parent should set aside afamily reading time. It could be during recreational
hours. Read Arabic poetry to them and | et them seeyou enjoy themusic. In contributionto
thisissue, Aboki (1991) laments some parents thinking that educating their childrenis
solely theresponsibility of teachers becausethey pay teachersto educatetheir children.
Heconcludesthat avery valuable action parents can takeisto develop akeeninterestin
readingtotheir children. That hel psenormousdly to devel op positiveattitudestoward reading
Arabic booksfor children. Another important factor isto develop cordial relationship
between teachers, parents and the community. Thishelpstheindividual child and also
bringsover al educationa devel opment towipeout illiteracy inthe community.
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