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ABSTRACT

This study examines the concept and nature of democracy and terrorism. It also
looks into the psychology, tactics and logic of terrorism. The characteristics of
terrorist groups are examined with particular attention to their domestic variants
like the Nigeria Boko Haram sect and their activitiesin recent times. This study
delves into the relationship between religion and terrorism. The study examines
the problems democracies face in countering terrorism which are complicated
by the need to preserve individual freedoms while, also protecting national
security. John Locks theory of consent is employed to illuminate the study. This
study conclusively remarks that total restructuring of the federation is now more
urgent than ever. Hence, the restructuring should entail fiscal federalism and
greater regional autonomy in terms of Law and Sate Policing but the armed
forces should continue to be a federal concern.
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INTRODUCTION

Terrorism, which can be understood asan effort to oppose the status quo by inducing fear
in the minds of the peopl e through the widespread and published use of violence has
become an everyday occurrencein our contemporary world. Terrorists seek to createa
climateof chaos, anarchy and confusioninthebdlief that politica ingtability will hastenthe
downfall of agovernment. Against thisbackdrop, they form groupsthat are close-knit,
homogeneous, small and short-lived. It isobvioustoday that terrorists can pose serious
challengesto nationsfacing political and economic problems.

Itisessentid to notethat terroristsviolatethelawsbut let it dso beasked, arethey
criminasinthered senseof it?Arethey guerillasor ordinary revolutionaries?Anandytica
trip to understudy the guerrillasor ordinary revolutionaries showsthat all terroristsare
revolutionariesbut not dl revolutionariesareterrorists, snceterrorismisakind of revolution
that does seek to obtain political power but with primary aim to protect and combat the
perceived injustices of theexisting political order through random actsof violence. If the
grievancesfor which terrorists seek redresswere suddenly addressed or defused, would
terrorism disappear? Totalitarian states are typically perpetrators, rather than targets of
terrorism. Even strong authoritarian governmentsarerarely faced with terrorist threats.
Societies most proneto terrorism are often those with weak statesthat have unstable
politica structures, government, security, party system and fragmented political culture,
weak or permissive and quarrelsome democracies. But it is also good to note that
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democratic societiesareby naturevulnerabletoterrorismandill-suited to carry out Sveeping
and sustained counter terrorism programs. Democracy and terrorism areimplacableenemies.
Why? Because democracy dependsfor itsexistence on compromise, It also thriveson
due process, adherenceto therule of law, constitutionality, tolerance and mutual trust.
Whereasterrorists are zea otswho seek to radicalize society and destabilize the political
system. The problem faced by the contemporary democratic statesin countering terrorism
are complicated by the need to preserveindividual freedom, the rule of law, peaceand
order whilealso protecting national security. To agreater extent, thishasmadeleadersin
democratic societies moreincapacitated and handicapped, trying to adhereto the dictates
of the constitution and respect for therule of law on one hand and trying to placate the
malignant on the other hand may not eventually yield the expected result.

TheAmerican approach to counter terrorism established during the Bush (43)
Administration focused on fighting warsin Irag and Afghanistan, but a so on capacity
building ontheAfrican continent primarily in nationssuch asKenya, Ethiopia, Somalia,
Eritreaand the Sudan. Al Qaedaoperativeshavelong been suspected of gatheringinthe
region. Around Mudim populationsand proximity totheMiddle East. Indeed, Osamabin
L aden spent yearsliving in Sudan before becoming an international fugitive. Factorslike
porousborders, relative poverty and wesk state control madethe Horn of Africaparticularly
important frontinthegloba war onterrorism. Thecontroversd introduction of AFRICOM
in 2008 (which aimisto establish American military basesacrossthe continent) wasone
manifestation of thisattempt to handlean increasingly global threst.

From the 1997 bombing of American embassy in Nairobi to the spate of Boko
Haram sect, multiple bombing, savage killings and wanton destruction of property in
Damaturu, Yobe State, Niger, Abujaand Kano in January 2012, the recent attacksin
some states in Northern Nigeria left a shell shocked nation and many viewers and
commentatorsscratching their headsand searching for answer to the Boko haram menace.
Despiteitsprevaence, terrorism hasmanifested in different waysin Africa. In someAfrican
andArab countries, terrorism and itsimpact and reaches arelimited and contained with
national terrorists. In some others, terrorism is boundary blind. Transnationality and
domesticity of terrorism have added important dimensionsto terrorist groups, terrorist
actsandthepoliticsinvolvedin combatingit.

DEMOCRACY AND TERRORISM

Theduo areclarified below. Democracy hasazillion of scholarly definition with each

looked at from different and unique pointsof view. For ingance, ThomasR Dye& Harmon

Zeigler (2003) positthat, democratic thinking reflectsthefollowing idess:

0] Popular participationinthedecisonsthat shepethelivesof individuasinthesociety.

(i) Government by majority rule, with recognition of therightsof minorities. These
rightsincludethefreedom of speech, press, assembly and petition and thefreedom
to dissent, to form opposition partiesand to run for public office.

@ii)  Acommitmenttoindividud dignity and thepreservation of thelibera valuesaf life,

liberty and property.
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(iv) A commitment toequa opportunity for al individualsto devel optheir capacities.

Theview of Dahi (1956) isnot strongly detached from the above ashe observes
that "democracy isasociety inwhich ordinary citizensexert arelatively high degree of
control over leaders. The definition of Lincoln cited by Odukoya (1999) that it is
"government of the people, by the peopleand for the peopl€” isalso onthe promise of the
supremacy of people'smandate, mean inthe Mongethau cited by Ajayi (2004) seesit
amost from the same point of view asthose cited abovewhen he saysitis"asystem of
government under which the peopleexercisethe governing power either directly or indirectly
or through representatives periodically e ected by themselves' taking acuefromthisand
for the purpose of thisresearch, | view democracy asaform of government inwhich the
peoplefredy choosetheir representatives periodically in afregffair election conductedin
an amosphere of peace andinwhich programmes, actionsand policiesof thegovernment
so formed are people-centred.

Terrorism, onthe other hand, isthe systematic use of terror especially asameans
of coercionintheinternational community. However, terrorism hasno universally agreed,
legdly binding criminal |aw definition. Common definitionsof terrorismrefer only tothose
violent actswhich areintended to createfear, which are perpetrated for areligious, political
or ideological goal, and deliberately target or disregard the safety of non combatants/
civilians. According to Webster New World Dictionary, terrorismisthe use of force or
threatsto demoraize, intimidate and subjugate, especidly, such useasthepolitical wegpon
or policy. Terrorism hasbeen defined in many ways, but most definitionstakeinto account
severd factorsincluding violence, thedesirefor publicity, politica motive, andintimidation
amed at civilian populations. Inthe samevein, Tenkin (1985) definesterrorismastheuse
or threatened use of force designed to bring about political changes. Also, Laqueur (1979)
seesterrorismastheillegitimate use of forceto achieveapolitical objectivewheninnocent
people aretargeted.

Thetheoretical basisof thispaper islocated in the L ockean theory of consent
which hasasits substance the* representative democracy/government”. Thetheory of
content as Locke explainesisthat societies are set up on the basis of social contract
matterswhich government iscreated not by contract but by atrust involving on one hand
the peoplewho are both trustors and the beneficiariesand thelegislaturewhich serves as
thetrustees. Under thisarrangement, thelegidatureisonly relatively supremeamong the
organsof government and not the people. However, the people can removethelegidature
whenthey find that it’s contrary to thetrust reposed init. Thetheory of consent of John
L ocke hasamain themethat government isasort of agreement between the people and
thosethat governthem. Therefore, theexistence of government, itsacceptability, legality
andlegitimacy hingesontheleve of trust which peoplehaveinit. Inthissense, terrorism
perhapsisborneout of thelack of trust onthe part of thosein government. Terrorismis
further exacerbated asaresult of lack of judicious use of state resources, 'prebendalism’
and among/other thingsengendersviolence, unrest and anti-stateterrorism.
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THE ORIGINAND DEVELOPMENT OF TERRORISM

History and records have revea ed that thereisalink between terrorism and religious
fundamentalism. However, many terroristsare not religiousbigotswhilefew religious
fundamentalistsengagein actsof terrorism. Notwithstanding, terrorism appearsto haveits
rootsinregligion. Itsorgin can betraced to three obscurereligious sects, the names, of
which have entered into education vernacular. Thethugs, aHindu sect that wasfinally
destroyedin the nineteenth century after having operated for many centuriesinIndia, were
highway ambusherswho secretly killed thousands of other Hindus, apparently out of a
perverse sense of religiousduty. The second whichistraceableto an extremist Jewish
group known asthe Zedl ots. They killed outsiders and hel ped provoke rebellion against
Pagon Romein 66-73. And beginning in the e eventh century, aShiite Muslim sect, the
assassins, murdered outsder inacampaignto "purify” 1dam.

Towardstheend of themiddlieAgesand later during thereformation, violent sects
arosewithin Chrigtianity aswell. Subsequently, contemporary revolutionary terrorismis
usually traced to more secular roots, often to the French revolution or to thewritingsand
deedsof nineteenth Century Russ an anarchists. Scholarsopinethat contemporary terrorism
sprouted, from the seedsplanted in thelate 1960s, the confluence of turbulent and unsettling
eventsinthelate 1960sincludedracia strifein the United States, an escalating conflictin
Vienam, and theArab-1sraeli six dayswar of 1967. Flowing from these, theyear 1968
showcased aglimpse of eventsto come. The assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.
precipitated an outbreak of domestic violencein the United States by such groupsas
black panthers and the weather men. Also, the boarder - mien hot gang announced its
presencein West Germany by touching a Frankfurt department store. Barely the same
period, three Palestinianterroristisseized an Isradli, El Al Airliner and forced itscrew tofly
theplanetoAlgeria, oneof thefirst of many actsof air piracy.

Itisgood to notethat the sameyear, Yasser Arafat, an advocate of armed struggle
against I sragli, becametheleader of the PLO. Inany case, terrorismrose sharply inthe
1970s and 1980s and became a seriousthreat to theworld including, USin the 1990s,
culminating inthe 9/11 terrorist attacks. They became much, more encouraged following
the successful bombing of USembassiesin Beirut, Lebanonin 1983 and later in Nairobi,
Kenyaand Dar-es-Salam, Tanzania. Meanwhile, their determination wasprofited by the
Afghanwar. Thelranian revolution of 1979 whichtook US by surpriseawayswithits
attendant hostage of Americans boosted the morale of Arab volunteers and potential
terrorists against the super powers. They thought they could make progresswith little
hindrance. Theopeninvitation of USarmiesin 1988 to Saudi Arabiacobvioudy to ensure
the protection of the country against attack by ambitious Saddam Hussein of Iragandthe
clear displeasure of the peopleto such move drew theinterest of someyouth into the
camp of Osama Bin Laden whom themgjority saw asthe hero of Afghanwar.

Theintervention of USin Irag-Kuwait war did not go downwell with somepeople
asthey held theview that, Arab problems could be handled by Arabs of the samefaith.
Many contested, that, Arab governments have become stoogesto the West especially the
US, chiefly because of her military strength. Indeed, the Arab world hasover thetime
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devel oped suspicion against anything that emanatesfrom theWest. To thisextent, citizens
thought it wiseto cometo therescueof their beloved countriesby undermining the security
of their percelved enemies, sothat they couldyield to their demandsi.e non-expl oitation of
devel oping countries. It wasinabid to getting security of livesand property underminedin
their enemy countriesthrough terrorist actsthat, they master - minded the explosion of the
parking garage of theworld trade centrein New York, in February 1993, Oklahomacity
Federal officebuildingin 1995, OlympicsinAtlantain 1996, L ondon subway in 2005
(Magstadt, 2009). In fact, terror attacks geometrically increased to the extent that the
RisksInternational put thetotal number of terroristincidentsin 1985 at dightly morethan
3,000, whilethe US government conservatively counted | essthan one-fort that number
(Magstadt, 2009:510) the unending hostilities between | sragl and Palestineon clean and
Counterelian onthe ownership of theland I sragl isoccupying especialy the Gazaprovides
Szeablenumber of sympathizerstoAl-Quedaanditsallies.

Thecontinued and unprecedented impact of the Somali Al-Shabab group ontheir
country aswell asthe near total destruction of Afganistanand later Iraq by USled NATO
forcesonly made more sympathizersreadily availablefor terrorist counsal. TheNigerian
Yussufihasect popularly called Boko Haramisacasein point. Thegroup wasfounded by
aself-proclaimed Nigeriaspiritual leader Mohammed Yusuf (1970-2009) with aim of
establishing aShariagovernment in Borno State. The group has been existing since 2007
and at present hasgrowninto afull blown terrorist group with indiscriminate attacks. Their
violent impact isso widespread to the extent that aloud noisein Northern Nigeriacould
provoke an unimaginabledisorder aspeoplewill runfor their livesbecause of thefear that
Boko haram may beat work. Thelarge presence of armed forcesonthestreetsof Northern
states aptly atteststothelevel of insecurity inthat part of the country, as cases of bomb
blasts abound. Book Haram has attacked Borno, Niger, Plateau, Kano, Kaduna,
Adamawa, Gombe, Yobe Statesat different timesincluding the Federal Capital Territory
Abuja, wherearmy barracks, Police Headquartersand UN buildingswerebadly affected,
by their activities. Itisingtructiveto notethat, theworst partsof Niger Deltamilitancy and
Boko Haram sect became evident withintherelatively new democratic arrangement of the
country. Theincreasing terrorist actsin Nigeria'snascent democracy asagainsgt themilitary
arewith referenceto Somaiaand Sudan sensitize oneto believing that, weak democracies
aresusceptibleto terrorism.

PSYCHOLOGY, TACTICSAND LOGIC OF TERRORISM

The psychology of terrorists determinethetacticsto be adopted in abid to achieving their
goasand formsthepremiseof their activitiesor logic. By psychology of terrorism, | mean
their motivating factors and behavioursexhibited by them. Magstadt(2000) conjectures
that Kidder pointsto oversimplification of issues, frustrations, orientationstowards risk
taking, salf-righteousness, utopianism, social isolation, need to be noticed, and tastefor
blood asthe common traitsexhibited by membersof terrorist groups. Infact, homogeneity
of culture, the use of unsophisticated weaponsand littletraining, for field workersare
noticeableamong terrorist groupsin Nigeria. They also cry against injustice, fromthe
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security officers, bad government and corrupt society to justify their actions. Theviewsof
Horgan cited by Grohon (Wwww.psycheetral .convbl oglaor uver se/2009/1) lends credence
to the above, when he opinesthat peoplewho are more open to terrorist recruitment and
radicaizationtendtofed angry, alienated or disenfranchised. They belief that their current
political involvement does not give them the power to effect real change, identify with
perceived victimsof thesocid injusticethey arefighting, fed theneedto takeaction rather
than just talking about problem. Believing that engaging in violence againgt the stateisnot
immora. Havefriendsor families sympathetic to the cause.

Tacticsimply themethodsthey adopt inrecruiting membersto their fold and how
they carry-onwith their activitiesincluding attacks. Basically and inthe case of Nigeria,
they recruit primarily, the people of their culture, peoplewith whom they speak the same
language, sharethe samenorms, valuesand faith. Also, they focus more on the poor who
aredsothevictimsof socid, political and economicinjusticesinthecountry. Duetotheir
relatively poor status, they operate with locally made bombs, hijack vehicles from
unsuspecting membersof thepublicfor their activities. Also, they work withahigh degree
of secrecy andintelligencegathering. They try to createfear to get theauthoritiessubmit to
their proposals.

Logic of terrorismimpliesthere ationship between preparation of theatmosphere
for atack and theactua taking of advantage of theeffectsof attack. Though, thecommunists
refer to thisas'armed propaganda but whether the Nigerian terror groupshavebeen able
to pursuethelogic of terrorism deservesbrief attention asshown below. TheBoko Haram
sect to avery large extent hasovertime properly prepared the ground for her attacksand
they have successfully hit targets, which have often brought about immeasurable fear
especialy in Northern part of Nigeria, but they havefailed congderably intaking advantage
from such attacks. Theattacksare not followed by propagandawhich can provoke public
sympathy for their cause. Hence, they end-up €liciting the hatred of the populace.
Meanwhile, theNiger Dtamilitantshave succeeded in attracting public sympathy asthey
madetheir position clear to those that careto know.

Theinherited hatred for the North by the South further makesit apoint of duty for
Boko Haramto do moreintermsof mobilization and systematic explanations, if they must
obtain sympathy of the pressand by extension the popul ace, especialy, the Southerners.
Thereexigts, apositive relationship between the psychol ogy, tacticsand logic of terrorism
asthemotivating factorsand Behaviour of the Zedl ots, form thebasis of their methods of
recruitment and action, aswell asthe preparation and actua attack but thefailureto take
advantage of the attacks on the emotionsof the people make the people sympathize with
theinsengitive government of the country. Thefact that, their actionsbecome much more
pronounced in our young democracy also confirmsthefragility of democratic structures
which are out to check such activitiesinthe country.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Theindiscriminate destruction of livesand property through terrorist attacks makesit a
necessity for urgent actionsto be taken. The use of brute force has obviously proved
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insufficient to checkmatether activities, rather it makesthem havemorerecruitsanditisin
view of thisredlity that thefollowing arerecommended for Nigeria
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Thegovernment must urgently providefreeeducation and freemed sat the primary
and secondary schools, so asto attract the'Almagjiris to schools, sincethey are
readily availableterror recruitsinthe North.

The government and well-to-do individua sneed to establish asmany aspossible
schoolsand set machinery in motion for the mobilization of peoplefor Western
education.

There should be sensitization of societiesand citizens. For instance, in acountry
likelsragl whereterrorismisaconstant threat and everyoneisacutely awareof it,
Officidsclamthat 80% of bombsin public placesare disarmed because suspicious
objectsareusualy noticed and reported ontime.

Infrastructure, good roads, constant power supply, portablewater etc, should be
provided to allow investorsto come and establish businessesin the country to
provide employment opportunities.

There should be sensitization of the peopleto the sacredness of human lifeand
how to val ue onesdlf and by extension others. A manwithout valuefor hislifehas
no interest to protect and will see othersasworthless. In sensitizing the people,
they must be madeto seeagolden future. National Orientation Agency (NOA)
and massmediashould bewell mobilized for thistask.

Opinion leadersand well respected religious|eaders must be madeto speak on
thetrueposition of Iamon Jihad, itsexact meaning, methods and the position of
thereligion on human life should bemadeknowntoal

The people should be made to know that, the government cares about them
irrespectiveof their socio-political and economic status. Equa opportunitiesshould
be given to the peopl e and the unreasonabl e viol ation of the peoplesrightsby the
security Officers/agentsmust be checked.

There should be adatabank for al citizens, that isaccurate enough to monitor
their progress especially economic and social status.

Thegovernment should dwaysattend to thegrief of thepeopleby quickly inviting
themfor dia ogue and making everyoneseeNigeriaasbe ongingtodl. The present
situation, wherethe poor seethe elitesasthe chief beneficiaries of the country's
wesdlth, especidly to their own detriment issuicidal to the corporateand peaceful
coexistence of the country.

The total restructuring of the federation is now more urgent than ever. The
restructuring should entail fiscal federdism and greater regained autonomy interms
of mode of law and state policing but the armed force should continueto bea
federal concern.
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