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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to explore Bauchi State Secondary School Sudents
performance at NECO and WAEC, in relationship to their reading behaviours
and participation of the stakeholders in readership promotion. The Study was
based on observations and interactions of Young Readers Society (YRS) in Bauchi
with stakeholders. Data concerning WAEC and NECO, result of Senior School
Certificate Examination were directly obtained fromtheir web site on the I nternet,
written information obtained from directors of school services and examinations
respectively of Bauchi State Ministry of Education, and correspondences between
the YRS and officials of the concerned Government and non Governmental
ministries and parastatals as well as individuals. The data were analysed using
simple percentage. The findings revealed that reading materials are scarce in
the primary/secondary schools, while in majority of them, libraries were either
not functional or do not even exist. Beside, the students reading attitude was
generally poor. Hence, it was considered necessary for government at all levels
to set aside a reasonable amount of money out of the budget to enable them assist
literary associations form and sustain, editors club in schools and execution of
other readership promotion campaign.

Keywords: Reading promotion, educational improvement, Non government
Organisations.

INTRODUCTION
Bauchi Stateisoneof thesix Statesinthe North East part of Nigeriawith apopulation of
6,452,720 million people, and hasatota of 84 senior secondary schoolsacrossthethree
senatorid zonesof theStatein addition totertiary ingtitutions; with thousands of studentsin
theseschools. Thisstudy focused on the secondary students academic performanceinthe
Statead ong sidethelr reading habitsand theroles played by government, non governmental
agenciesand wedthy individuadsin Bauchi Statetowards promoting and sustaining reading
habits, congderingitsimportanceduetoitsreationshipwithlearning and sudents academic
performance. Conducting thisstudy owing to thefact that Bauchi State like most other
Statesinthenorthern part of Nigeriaisan educationdly disadvantaged state, wherereading
interestisgeneraly low isawellcomedevel opment. Thefactisnot far fetched, taking into
cong deration the secondary school students performancesat WAEC, NECO and common
entrance examinations in resent years. Findings traced the students massfailurein
examinaionstother poor reading attitudes, among other factors. Thereadership promotion
campai gnsembarked by the Young Readers Society (Y RS) in the schoolswithin Bauchi
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metropolisthat blossomed over thelast 2 years seized to continue effectively for lack of
support from concern agenciesand individuals. The effects of poor reading cultureon
studentsand the general society isdevastating. However, it isnot disputablethat the Bauchi
dategovernment hasdone so muchinan effort to revamp educationa standard by employing
qualified teachers, the provision of subject based textbooksto pupil/student, provision of
conducivelearning atmosphereat al levelsamong other things. However, these efforts
seem to have madelittleimpact towardsimproving the educationa standard inthe State.
The studentsdecima performanceat WAEC and NECO examinationsin recent timehave
glaringly pointed tothat. For the sudentsto record such failureinspiteof thefairly conducive
learning atmosphere, being provided, thiscan not beunconnected to their reading attitudes.

Accessand efficient utilization of informationiscrucid toindividua advancement
aswell ascorporate educational development. Nssien (2007) identified good reading
habitsasthe single most important determinant of astudent'ssuccessin educationandin
our complex society. Adding that reading i sthe foundation upon which information and
knowledge isacquired and other academic skillsare built. That reading also offersa
productive approach to improving vocabul ary, word power, and language skills. Adedsgji
(1983) and Doyle (2001) proclaimed that reading facilitates|earning as constant reading
developsindividua'sintellectual capability and stability beside social vaues, especidly
now that many aspectsof our ordinary liferequiretheability toread. Tellaand Akande
(2007) declarethat the ability to read is at the midpoint of self-education and lifelong
learning and that it isan art capable of transforming life and society. In addition, Jato
(2011) assertsthat areading citizenry constitutesaninformed and knowledgeable society
that can contribute positively to economic transformation of itscountry.

Nonetheless, Malumfashi (2011) and Jato (2011) discerned that Nigerian childis
not exposed to varieties of literature right from childhood and does not appreci ate beauty
of literature, thereforeenthusiasmin reading for knowledge, intelligenceor for leisureisnot
look uponaspart of lifeactivities, hencehardly devel opinterest inreading. They emphasized
that to Lackingininterested reading materials, none availability and lack of accessto
information materials, poor reading environment like librariesand information centres,
L ow economic status of the citizenry, high cost of books, linguistic barrier and ICT.
Regrettably, conscious attempts are not yet being madeto overcometheseimpediments
to promotereading. Some of theseimpedimentslikeinterested reading materials, lack of
librarieswere present in the public schools. These may not be unconnected to theinability
of most public elementary and high school pupils/studentsin Bauchi Stateto read basic
text booksasY RS observed during its sensiti zation visitsto school s. These constituted a
greet problem cong dering that in Nigeria, English languageistheofficia medium of teaching
school subjects, administration, information dissemination and entertainment etc. What's
more, Nwoye (2011) associatestheregressionin the pupils /students’ performanceto
their poor reading habitswhen he stressed that generally poor reading habitsisrifein
Nigerian primary schools because alarge number of peoplerarely read - either because
they lack the skill or smply becausethey do not careenough to takethetimeto concentrate.
Thus, the pupils/students attitudesto reading a ong with the manner in which readership
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promotion campaigns has not been given prominencein the Stateisresponsiblefor their

declininginreading for leisureand academic pursuit, hence declinein their academic

performance. Thisstudy isthereforeaimed at:

1 Finding out whether Bauchi State secondary school students' reading attitudes
haverel ationship with their academic performance.

2. Determining whether governments, non-governmental organization, distinguish
personalities and the Young Readers Society, Bauchi, as key stakeholders,
participate actively or otherwisetowardsreadership promoting activitiesin Bauchi
State.

3. Suggesting how best the stakeholders can be active in readership promotion
campaign activitiesto incul cate good reading habit in students and the citizenry
and ensure provision of adequate and rel evant reading materials.

METHOD

Thisstudy istheoretical . Dataconcerning West African Examination Council and Nationa
Examonation Council, result of Senior School Certificate Examination weredirectly
obtai ned fromtheir websiteof the Organisationson the nternet, writteninformation obtained
fromdirectorsof school servicesand examinationsrespectively of Bauchi Stateministry of
education, and correspondences between the YRS and officials of the concerned
Government and non Governmental ministriesand parastatalsaswell asindividuas. The
datawere anaysed using s mple percentage.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Thedevadtating effectsof poor reading culture have manifested in performance of primary
pupilsin common entrance examinationsand secondary sudentsintheir final examinations.
For instance, analysisreliably gathered from thedirector of school servicesand directorin
chargeof examinationsof Bauchi State Ministry of Education asreved ed by tableindicated
that out of the 21,690 studentsthat sat for NECO in 2011, only afew of the candidiates
got university entry requirements. Similarly, of the 11,504 that sat for WAEC only very few
had university requirements. Thisextended to the national |evel asanalysisreleased by
WAEC (2011) on May/June Senior School Certificate Examinationin Nigeriain 2011, a
breakdown of theresult showsthat 51.71% (789,288) of the 1,540,250 candidateswho
sat for the WA EC SSCE examination got five creditsand above. However, only 30.70%
(472,906) got five creditsincluding English and Mathematics.

Similarly, result of 2011 June/Jduly Senior School Certificate Examination released
by NECO reved ed that resultsrecorded were poor as has been the casein recent years.
Statement released by Prof. Okpala indicated that 1,160,561 candidates sat for the
examination. Giving abreakdown of theresults, only 22.16% and 24.86% came out with
credit passesin English and Mathemati csrespectively. In 2010 lessthan 25 percent of the
total candidatesof 1,132,357 that sat for the examination passed in English Languageand
M athematics. Table 2 presents the breakdown of WAEC and NECO May/June 2011
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result for Nigeria. Thetable 2 revealsthat only lessthan 22% of the candidateswho sat
NECO (most likely far less) will haveat least acredit in both Englishand Mathematics, as
wel | asabout 25% of thosewho sat for WAEC intheyear under review. Similar Situation
wasobtained in NECO and WAEC Nov/Dec 2011 examinations. It isapparent that this
Stuation postsagreat problem to students educationd, socia, and nationa devel opment.
Takinginto congderationthat WA EC or NECO SSCE certificateisbasic credentia required
for admissionintotertiary institutionsin Nigeria. Equally, certificate obtained fromthese
organizationsmay a so serveasaminimum educational quaificationfor obtaining certain
kinds of Jobs. One may also berequired to present aWAEC or NECO SSCE certificate
in Jobsthat require higher quaifications. Inview of al that have been discoursed above, it
isnecessary to behold the participation of the stakehol dersin promoting reading habitsin
the State'singtitutionsof learning.

Gover nment and non Gover nmental Or ganizationsas Sakeholder sin reader ship
promoation: By their nature, organizationsare socia groupswhich distributestasksfor a
collectivegoal. Through cooperation of the elements, the organizationisableto solve
tasksthat liebeyond the abilitiesof thesingledements. Thisimpliesto either governmentdl

or non governmental organizations, i.e. organi zationsunder government control and private
organizationsthat areindependent from government control, avoluntary association of
people acting together on acontinuous basisfor some common purpose Willitts (2002).
NGOsaretherefore potential ingtitutionsfor the promotion of readership activities. [dedlly,
governmental organizationssuch asthe Bauchi State Ministry of Education, Ministry of

Youth and Sports, Bauchi State Library Board, State Universal Basic Education Board
(SUBEB), National TeachersInstitute (NTI) Bauchi, aswell asNGOslike UNISEF,

DEC, USAID, Readership Promotion Associations, inaddition to high profile persondities
comprising commissioners, membersof the State House of Assembly, Local Government
Chairmen and Councilors have key rolesto play in the provision of pleasant reading
environment, suitablebooksfor learning and leisurereading and moreimportantly givefull

support for reedership promotion activities. Thiswill betheir part of contributionin cultivating
and sustai ning reading habitsamong pupils/'studentsand the citizenry asMa umfashi (2011)

observes. Failureto discharge these obligations can, to alarge extent influence pupils/
students reading habits and academic performance. Thisexplainsthereasonwhy YRS
decided to gowith the above mentioned organizationsand individua sin promoting reading
culturein Bauchi State, at least to curtail the obnoxiously academic performance being
recorded in recent yearsin the State.

Asliterary association, Y RSwasformed by agroup of peoplewith the primary
objectivesof (i) encouraging morereading by studentsand Nigeriansat large, (i) promoting
theincreaseof reading materia sin Bauchi bothin quantity andinvariety; and (iii) identifying
the mgjor impedimentsthat restrain morereading in the State and find waysof eiminating
them. Mainstream of Y RS Bauchi Membership isconstituted to professional librarians
and paraprofessional library personnel from the Abubakar TafawaBaewaUniversity,
Bauchi and Bauchi state Library Board. Theseindividualscametogether voluntarily to
improvethereading habits; especially among the pupil s/students. Readership promotion
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campaigns have been mounted at several placesand receiving attention from organizations
suchastheNationd Library of Nigeria, the ReadingAssociation of Nigeriaand theNigerian
Book Development Council, in some partsof the country. Yet Y RS observed that reading
habitswasnot encouraging and readership promotion programmesarelackinginthe State.
Initshit to contributeitsquota; Y RSoutlined seriesof programmeswhichindudesengtization
visitsto severa primary and secondary schoolswithin Bauchi metropolis. Where it
discovered most of the schoolshaveno library or reading cornersin the classroomsand
nonavailability of suitablereading leisure, reading materias Thosewith established libraries
havevery few relevant collectionskept unorganized and rarely accessibleto pupils/'students
for patronage and non existence of reading clubs. Inlinewith itsobjectives, Y RS swept
into actionfromthegrassroot by establishing libraries, providing and organizing reading
materialsin some primary schoolswithin themetropolis. Theseinclude Kobi; Kofar,
Fada, Bakari, Dukku and Saladu Zungur primary schools. Besidethis, Y RShad at different
timesorgani zed and engaged some school sin quiz and reading competitions, whereenticing
giftspertaining tolearningitemslike pens, exercise booksand school sbagswere presented
to the participants.

During the sensitization and reading competitions, studentswereintimated on the
enormous advantages of good reading which extend beyond just an exercisefor academic
success, but also, socia, mora, languageliteracy economic valuesasserted (Doyle 2001,
Nssien 2007 and Jato 2011). Thereadership campaign activitiesof theY RShave actualy
yielded positiveimpacts on Pupils/students’ |earning outcome and showed enthusiasm
towardsreading, assomeof theteachersfrom the schoolsthat benefited fromtheY RS
readership promotion activitiestestified. Thiscallsfor the sustenance and extension of
readership promotion programmesto all schoolsby literary associationsin conjunction
with all stakeholders. The successes sofar recorded gave morevigor and desiretowiden
the readership promotion campaign acrossthe state. Financial constrainshowever became
anobgtructiontothisstrive. World over, themajor sourcesof NGO funding aremembership
dues, the sale of goods and services, grantsfrom international institutions or national
governments, and privatedonations. Y RSdoesnot hold large scale Fund raising Avenue,
it solely depend on the membership dues.

Hence, wishto ventureinto partnership with government agencies, organizations
andinorder toraisemoney for projects, becauselikeactivitiesof most the NGOs, readership
promotion demandssignificant fund raising efforts. It isunfortunate that the monthly dues
normally contributed at the end of each month being the only association's source of fund
wasgrosdy insufficient for theday to day execution of thereadership promotion activities.
Thishasto alarge extent crippled the smooth implementation of the'Y RSsoutlined plan of
action aimed at attaining its stated objectives. Governmental, non governmental and
personditiesareknown to be assisting NGOsin severa ways, to execute societal socid,
developmenta projectsetc. Eventhough theterm " non-governmenta organization™ implies
independence from governments, most NGOs depend heavily on governmentsfor their
funding. That iswhy Y RS members opted to ook outward to some governmental, non
governmental and individual sfor assistance, to collectively promote reading culturefor
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social, educational and national development. These comprise of the State Ministry of
Education, Ministry of Youth and Sports, State Library Board, SUBEB, UNISEF, DEC,
NTI Bauchi, USAID, somecommissioners, membersof the State House of Assembly, the
then Bauchi local government chairmen, and councilors. Eachwaswrittento, soliciting for
either suitablereading materialslike story books, magazinestext booksand thelikeor
financid support to among other thingspurchase suitablereading materids, establishreading
clubsin schools, and schoal librarieswherethey do not exist and to effectively carry out
other vital readership activities. Onrece pt of theletters, virtually al therecipients pledged
toassist YRSfinancia. With the exception of SUBEB, NTI and DEC who pledged to
donate books.

Sakeholders unwillingnesstowar dsreader ship promotion

Y RSformed afour man team charged with the responsibility of collecting whatever
ass stancethat would be given by those who made pledges. Theteam embarked onfollow
up visit to concern organizations and individual s, which ran into several months. Asa
result, substantial amount was spent on Logistics. Thisfurther weaked themeager financia
strength of theassociation. M oredisheartening, neither the governmenta, non governmental
organizations nor theindividual sredeemed the pledges made. Eventually, Bauchi State
Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Youth and Sportsrespectively officialy replied
Y RSthat they have no budgetary provision to accommodate such request, therefore
regretted their inability to redeem their pledges.

Inthecaseof DEC, it hascategorically explained that it could not afford financial
assstance; but rather; it will donate reading materias. Until thismoment, that hasnot been
redeemed. In the case of prominent personalities contacted most of whom are political
office holders, they too had tactically refused to redeem whatever pledgesthey madeto
Y RS. Spanning over some months, they kept giving the Y RS's del egates appointment to
meet with them to redeem the pledges. But none of them redeemed any pledge, to apoint
which membersgot frustrated and gave up. Thetable 3 clearly definestheleve of response
sofar. Oneneed not to mention that the outcomes are serious discouragementsto members
of the' Y RSinwhich no doubt has undermined its effort towards readership promotion
campaignsinthe State. Y RS expected that as aconsequence of the present educational
standard, the stakehol derswould not jeopardize such striveto cultivate reading habits
meant toimprovethestuation.

Table 1. Breakdown of WAEC and NECO May/June 2011 resultsfor Bauchi state

Bauchi StateWAEC & NECO candidates No. of candidates Pernt
Total WAEC results released 11,506 9B%
Candidateswith 5 credits or moreincluding English & 0.77%
total NECO resultsrel eased 21,690 9%6%
Candidates with 5 credits or moreincluding Maths 24 0.11%

Source: WAEC May/June 2011 examination results retrieved on 16th April, 2012 from
www.waecdirect.org and NECO May/June 2011 Examination results Retrieved on 16th
April, 2012 from NECO Nigerian Exam website at www.nigeriaexams.com
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Table 2: The breakdown of WAEC and NECO May/June 2011 resultsfor Nigeria

WAEC: Candidateswith fivecredit or above No Candidates Percentage
Total WAEC resultsreleased 1,460,003 94.79%
Candidates with 5 credits or more 789,288 51.71%
Candidateswith 5 credits or moreincluding English & Mathematics 472,906 30.70%

Source: WAEC May/June 2011 examination results retrieved on 16th April, 2012 from
www.waecdirect.org and NECO May/June 2011 Examination results Retrieved on 16th
April, 2012 from NECO Nigerian Exam website at www.nigeriaexams.com

Table3: Pledgesfor financia and reading materia sassistancefulfillment level

Organizationsand individualspledged for financial Material Per centage
financial and material assistance pledges pledges of fulfilled pledges
The6 governmenta organizations Not redeemed Not redeemed 0%
The3 nongovernmenta organizations Not redeemed " " 0%
The7 Individuaspersondities Not redeemed " " 0%

Source: Young Readers Society (2009). Visitation Report of some Organizations and schools
Bauchi Metropolis. Young Readers Society Bauchi.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Thisstudy has established that there was enormous effort by the State government in
providing avery conducivelearning environment in recent years, yet therearevery little
positiveimpactsonthestudentslearning outcome. Thistracedtotheir negativeattitudeto
reading. Worrisomely, governmentsat State and L ocal levelsaswell astheremaining
stakehol ders comprising school authorities, parents, non governmental agencies, key
personalities, literary associations and the society at large have not been participating
accordingly, asfindings haverevea ed. They seemed to be unmindful of the concept of
readership promotionfor diciting reading habitsfrom thegrassrootsat an early agethrough
their school lifeand beyond. Thiswill certainly doalot of good to the nation'seducationd,
economical and socia devel opments.

Government, non governmental organizations and prominent personalities: By
their sgnificant position, governmental, non governmental organizations, and prominent
personditiesinthe State arethe key stakehol dersinreadership promotion activities, efforts
must be made by government at different level sand private school proprietorsto establish
librariesin their schoolsand empower Public and Schooal, Libraries, both financially and
materially, to enablethem carry out their functions effectively in respect of their rolesin
readership promotion and in an enabling environment. In addition, itishigh timethey
considered setting as de reasonable amount of money out of their budget to enablethem
assi ¢t literary associationsform and sustain readers club in schoolsand execution of other
readership promotion campaigns.

Theschools Teachersmust be good readersthemsel vesand should élicit desirablereading
behaviour, by teaching and encouraging pupils/'students, through variousactivitiessuch as
establishing Readers Club, organi zing reading competition, inviting expertson reading for
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talk-shows regularly on the enormous benefits of reading towards the students' self-
actualization. In addition schools school authorities should includereading asoneof the
daily regugar academic activitiesin thelesson timetable. School should also equiptheir
librarieswith adequate, fun and compel ling books and be manned by professiond library
gaff. They areto a so constantly encourage every parent to devel op the habitsof providing
good books and other reading materialsfor their children so that they can be exposed to
more and morereading materials. Lastly, parentsand teachers should discourage their
childrenfrom excessuse of the Internet for socia and entertainment activitiesinstead of
reading books, magazinesand other printed educating materials.

Literary association and the readers clubs: Literary association and the readers
clubsinthe schools should help ininspiring pupils/studentsto read and broaden their
knowledgeand persond development. Literary associationsneed an efficient and effective
group of professional memberswho are ableto keep supportersinformed, and motivated.
A joint forcestrategy isthe best approach that will ginger up thereading cultureamong the
Nigerianyouthsthuscurtailing themassfailurein examinations. Religiousbodies, NGOs
and CBOs, Old StudentsAssociations, professional bodies, and individuals should be
encouraged by literary associationsand therelevant government agentsto assist inthe
promotion of reading by establishing librariesor supporting aready established school and
publiclibraries. Thiscan be donethrough providing librarieswith good reading materials
that can impact onthelivesof Nigerians.
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