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ABSTRACT

This study espouses the impact of globalization on the sustenance of democracy
in Nigeria. Nations enter into agreement with others to avoid being alienated.
These agreements are entered into, with a view to integrating itself with others
into the world economy. It brings nations closer in all facets of human endeavour,
and this philosophy of nations coming together iscommonly called globalization.
In the same way, per sons deny themsel ves certain things because of friendship, so
also do nations equally forgo essential national interest and obligations, because
of their understanding of friendship, despite their sovereign status. Therefore,
this work is an exposition of the impact of globalization on the devel opment of
democratic culture in Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION
Evidently, nationslikeindividualsdetest aienationinal itsramifications; thisisbecause
effortsare made towardsinternational co-operation between one state and another. This
integration transcends over political, economical, social and cultura issues. Oncethese
agreements, areasserted to by any country, theinstruments becomebinding ontheparties
concerned. To meet such mandatory obligationsfrom bilateral agreements, nationson
their owntendtoforgo certain nationad commitments, inspiteof their nationhood. Observers
areof theviewsthat nationa integration helpsgovernments of such nationsto abusethe
fundamentd rightsof citizens Theimplication thereforeisthat, globalization hasasgnificant
impact on the emergent State. Thisstudy istherefore based on four themes conceptual
explications sdient characterigticsof globalization, variationsof globaizationandimplications
of globalization onthedevel opment of democracy in Nigeria. For purposesof explicitly,
weshall start the exposition with theassertion by Giddens (1990) that globaizationis*“the
intensification of worldwidesocid rdationswhichlink distant locditiesin suchaway local
happening are shaped by events occurring many milesaway and viceversa. “ By this
explication globaizationisasocia interaction devoid of physica presenceby individuas
through the use of technological innovationslikeradio, television, internet and satellite
communications (Giddens, 1990). Thereforeglobalizationisatransitional termgivento
increaseinteraction between nationsfor their political, social, cultural and economic
empowerment on their own part. Robertsand Hite (1995) strongly holdsthat though
international trade had existed, yet globalization refersto theintegration wherefirmsare
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independent, productionislinked on globa scale, thereisdramaticincreaseinvisibleand
invisibletradeand nationa economicsarelinked. Theredtriction of globaizationto economic
transactions between Statesishowever not acceptable. Rather, McMachael (2000) sees
it asaqudlitative shiftinthemode of social organizationthat marksahistorictrangtionin
the capitalist world order. Thismillennium globa movement of capitalism (globalization)
deepenstheinherent contradictions between the ever-expending capital onthe onehand
anditsnationd higtorical, political and social formationson the other, whereby the present
capitalist transformation of transnational relationsof productionisresisted by sovereign
assertions of national political and cultural independence andidentities. Thispremise
definitely, aterstheexplication of globalization asposited by Sklair (1995) that itisaset of
processesthat increasingly makethe partsof theworld interdependently integrated. Put
smply, globdizationisthesearching for uniformity of thenation’sdifferencesintheeconomic,
socid, cultural and political perspectives, by transnationa co-operation andworldfinancia
institutions. However, to Fischer (2001) we shall never get therefor all human societies
dsoliketoretaintheir peculiarity. Especialy inview of thefact that globalization cannot
completely ignoretheforcesof national resi stanceto trans-territorial accumulation by that
capitalist powers. It is some imaginary. This study strongly recognizes the salient
characteristics of this new capitalism and assessesitsimpact on the development of
democratic culturein Nigeria

Salient Char acteristicsof Globalization

Oneof the salient characteristicsof globalizationisthat it isacomplex phenomenon. It
meansthat globalizationisdynamic and touchesmany facets of human endeavour. These
include economy, society, politics, industrialization, urbanization, social mobilization,
differentiation, secularization, mediaand increased political partisanship. Themedia
expansion or improved information technol ogy hasmade globalization very universal. It
meanstheability to have changeshappeningin Nigeriato betaking place s multaneoudy in
United States. Thishasled to homogeneity of globalization, which impliesthat through
improved information technol ogy, computer, radio, televison system, wirel esstel ephone,
compact disc etc (Kidly and Marfleet, 1999). Thereistherefore aseemingly convergence
tohomogeneity of theglobe. Globalizationisasoirreversble Thismeansthat most changes
being noticed among nations cannot be denied, since the changes are irreversible.
Globdizationisdynamic. Thedynamism of globaization can benaticed by thetechnol ogica
innovationsthat hel p information to be stored, refined and transmitted in numerical text of
graphics. Asaresult of thistrend, globalization hasmany perspectives Thesearemanifested
insocia, economicd, political, environmentd, cultura andreligiousarena. Theimplication
isthat citizens of all nationsin the world are affected in one way or another by this
phenomenon.

Per spectivesof Globalization

For purposesof proper explicity, thiswork alignswith the scholarly position of Fischer
(2001) ontheidentified five perspectives of globalization. Theseare: Economic, socio-
culturd, religious, environmental and political perspectives.
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Environmental Perspective of Globdization isthe co-operation of nationalstowardsgood
atmospheric condition global wise. It meansthat ecological issues cut across national
boundaries. The hosting of thisglobal integrationwill helpinthedestruction of rainforests,
air pollution and nuclear disaster which would haveled tointernational environmental
hazards. Health problemslikeAcquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (A1DS), Ebola,
cancer etc. for instance cannot be handled by one nation exclusively because of increasein
travels. Aspodited by Fischer (2001), economic globdizationisasold ashistory, areflection
of the human driveto seek new horizons’. Theimplicationisthat history isenhanced by
improvement in technology; lowering of barriersto trade and capital flowsfor mankind.
Economic perspective of globdizationimpliestradeliberalization whichinthewords of
Fischer (2001) opens up economiesfor competition towardsintegration to the wider
world economy by improving trade, productivity andincome.

To the International Monetary Fund (IMF) (2002), economic perspective of
globdizationimplieshaving more* accessto morecapitd flows, technology, chegper imports
and easier export markets’. These means, increasein investment in the human capital
(labour) anditsmobility. Inthisdirection, accessibility to health, education, economic
opportunity and efficient socia safety nets poverty. Reduction and growth facility are
involved. Human capital investment refersto education (training) of citizensinlinewith
new technological acquisition. This requires spread of knowledge and technology
advancement to enhance production methods and management of new technol ogical
inventions. The opening up of world trade prevents nation-States governmentsfrom
protecting businessfrom original competitions. It doesnot alow Statesto determinetheir
owninterna rateswithout referenceto thosein other emergent States, prompted Held
(1993) to state that “ the world financial markets can underlinethevalue of acombining
currency, forcing its government to change policy to take account of the new
circumstances’. These multinationalsare global and can shift their products elsewhere
regardlessof thewishesof thegovernment of the*have’ countries.

Sovereignty iswhere State or Nation clamsautonomy; externa influencecanaso
affect aState’sinternal decisions. According to Haralombosand Holborn (2001), levy
observed that “ power relationsincreasingly act across nationsand Statelose someof their
capacity to act independently and shape socid lifewithintheir boundaries’. Asboundaries
of new Statescannot block informeation, they, becomelessableto control what happensin
their respective States. Bonnet (1994) assertsthat, through out theworld, power isexercised
acrossnation gates, rather than within them. Many of the economic, political, military and
ideological power that shapesour liveswork across nationsand through multinational co-
operations(Yoshnobu, 1999). Internationd financia indtitutions, trangitiona communication
system and transnational organi zation like European Union (EU), African Union (AU),
United Nations (UN), North Atlantic Trade Organization (NATO), etc. (McBrideand
Wiseman, 2000). These globa forceshave more powerson nationsthan colonia masters.
Haralambosand Holborn (2001) affirm that * nation governmentswithout being stripped
of power, doincreasingly shareit with other groupsof nations’. Thisisprobably to enjoy
creditability and increasethewell being of their respective nations; but Giddens (1999)
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hasit that nationsretain, and will for the foreseeablefuture, consi derable governmental
economic and cultural power over their citizen and inthe external arena. Asasserted by
Ohmael (1992) that today peoplethrough improved information technology, “ can seefor
them what thetastesand preferencesarein other countries, the stylesof clothing now in
fashionsthe sportsand lifestyles’. Since peoplearefreeto seeand buy such productsno
matter where made, globalization hasindeed enhanced the socio-cultural aspect of our
life. Theabove showstheinability of government to control information dissemination
through cultura ideologies. Equaly, itisbdieved that chegp television, cassettesand radios
now totally penetrate into the world and are beginning to penetrate deeply into the
countrysidein every other country (Sklair, 1995). Thishasled toincreasing standardization
of peopleacrossinternationa borders. Consequently Statesarelessableto call on nationa
loyalty. Conversely, Kwanashie (1999) contendsthat “ culture, value systemsand even
religiousbeliefsareall affected aspeopleall over theworld are exposed, morethan ever
before, to different alternative views’. Thistherefore affectsthe peopl €' s attitude and
behaviours, which are aspects of apeopl€'sculture. According to Olade Williams (2002)
itissmply “all about westerni zation, manifesting in the export of western commodities,
vaues, pointersand waysof life’. Nigeriansare now exposed to culture of |esbianism and
homaosexudity. Other cultura aspectsaffected by socio-cultura perspectiveof globdization
include change from polygamy to monogamy, African communalism to individualism;
extended family system to nuclear system, socio-cultura globdization isthereforeaready
affecting socio-culturd lifestylesinNigeria

Implicationsof Globalization on the Development of Demacr atic Culturein Nigeria
Democracy isperceived as* government of the people, by the peopleand for thepeople’.
It encompassesmany things. Inthefirs place, theimplicationisthat ademocratic government
should not beimposed. It meansademocratic government must be representative of the
people. If peopleare not represented, they will fedl aienated, consequently, they will not
participatein decisions. Equdity isassured only if people arerepresented proportionately.
Secondly, theimplication, by the people, meansthat it is Government by the peoplewhich
means, DEMOCRACY: In the words of Jega (2007), democracy therefore entailsa
Situation of an active participation of al thosewho aredefined ascitizensin the conduct of
their public affair, inthe society. Thismeansin thedemocratic culture, the peopledecide
what isto be doneand in deciding, they taketheir destiny firmly into their own hands.
Democracy providesfor theactudization of individua and group aspiraionand dsoinvolves
freedom to make choiceabout what one does, where helivesand how heuseshisearnings,
the operativesof ingtitutions, the home, the church, local, State and federal governments,
therightsof thecitizens. Such agovernment must havethe blessingsof the peoplethrough
freeandfair dections, devoid of dectord fraud, intimidation or victimization. Thirdly, the
implication of “for the people’” meansthat the people are supreme. Their interestsand
wishesmust bethe sole concern of the government. Theseinterestsand wishes condtitute
thesustainability of our democratic culture. Theligt of democratic culturemight beunlimited,
but major onesexist. Theseincludeanation’ ssovereignty, human equality and preservation
of theidealsof thetenetsof democracy which helpinthesustainability inNigeria
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Economy: Economically, Nigerialike many other nations has no absolute control over
her economy by way of taxation, value of her currency and welfarism or |abour wages
(Spyley, 1996). Nigeriahasno right to tax multinational cooperation because, they can
easily park out. Since, she cannot tax freely, her labour wages cannot be set without
consultation and approval of the multinational and transnational, cooperation. To this
McMichael (1996) continuesthat “the new power financial institutionslike the World
Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), Parisclub etc. al have been at the expense of
the sovereignty of State, monetary authorities(Robertson, 1992). The Nigerian democracy
isavictim of thiseconomic perspective of globalization. Thevaueof Nigerian currency,
theNairahasrisento ahighin comparismwith the Euro, Dollar and Pound sterling. Apart
fromthis, Nigeriansarestill suffering from the effect of the consequencesof thestructural
adjustment programmesimposed by themilitary juntaunder Gen. Babangidain 1985in
linewith conditionsof internationd financia ingtitutions. The present dribbling of Nigerian
workers concerning the pump price of petrol and monetarization of benefitsare parts of
thestructura adjustments programmes. Accordingly, Giddens (1999) had thisto say:

The new period of globalization attacks not only the economic basics

of welfare state, but the commitment of its citizens to the equation of

wealth with national’s wealth. The state is less able to provide effective

central control of economic life.
That themultinational and transnational corporationsarein control of nation’seconomic
lifeisevident from above. Thisexplainswhy Haralambosand Holborn (2001) observe
that “ nations have becamelessand | essisolated and at the sametimelessableto control
their affairs. Thishasseriousimplicationsfor democracy”. TheseaccordingtoMcMichael
(1996) include privatization of public assets, reducing social budgets, cutting wages,
deva uation of our national currenciesand promotion of exports. AsNigeriaisundergoing
al these conditionsthedividendsof democracy the peopl€ sinterests, wishesand aspirations
arenever met. According to Harvey (1992), “ Capitalism generatesalot of insecurity and
itisawaysunstableand crisisprone’.

Environment: Democracy hasbeen widedly acclaimed to bethe best form of government,
if itsmajor tenentsarestrictly adhered to. It entail sfreedom of movement todl. It therefore
meansthat many Nigerian professionals, in hedlth, education, legal, manufacturing etc.
accepted that their support might improve thewelfare condition of peopleback homein
Nigeria Theenvironmentimplicationsincludehigh rate of contact to epidemicslike Ebola,
SAARS HIV/AIDSin Nigeria, theavailablewesponsfor fighting communa conflictsand
drugswhich have affected thelifestyle of Nigerians, aswell asthepolitical, social and
economic environment of Nigerians.

Palitics: Thepoalitical motivated globalizationis; itseffect on our democracy, especialy
between 2010-2015. First and foremost, the birth of thisdemocracy owes muchtothe
condemnation of thewest particularly, Britain, United Statesetc. Secondly the strengthening
of demacraticinstitutions hasreally hel ped our democracy. For instance, the freedom of
Information bill (FOI), and strengthening of thelocal government among others. Democracy
advocatesequdity, unity and compromise; however globdization hascrested fragmentation
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and digntegrativetrends. Thus, ethnic nationdism arevirtuesof globdization asthey obtain
support from foreign bodies. According to Bonnet (1994), ethnic and national groups
seeking independencefrom large States can ook to transnationd organizationsfor security,
to assist themin asserting their independence and nationhood. Nationsthereforeface
threats from regional organization like European Union (EU), North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), South East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO), African Union
(AU) etc, and within by local groupswanting disintegration. Theresuscitation of the
demand for the Republic of Biafrawith aradio stationin Washington (USA) isathreat to
the corporate existence of Nigeria, and the sustainability of our democratic culture.

Apartfromthecaseof thelgho, theunceasing complaintsof ethnic margindization
andcall for national conferencein spiteof theexistenceat locd, Satesand federd legidatures
confirmthat itisnot yet Uhuru for our democracy. Thespirit of Globalization gavebirthto
theUnited Nationsand itslega armthelnternationa court at theHague, Netherland. This
body has been ableto adjudicate the Nigeria— Cameroon border dispute over theoil rich
Bakass Peninsular. That theissuewasresolved by peaceful meansand in accordance
withlegd criteriawithout war showsthat globdization hashe pedto maintain thefundamentd
human rights of the affected citizens. The United Nationsaccording to Held (1993) has
“pounded avision, in spiteof itslimitations of anew world order based upon meeting of
governmentsand under appropriate circumstances of asupranational presenceinworld
affairs’ (Magdoll, 1973).

Socio-Cultural Implication: Eventhough globaization helpsto bring theunity of cultures,
their uniformity isnot possible. It isevident that, the more they are exposed through
information technol ogy, the morethey divide us. Thefilmsand culture of violencefor
instance exposes our youthsto violence. Consequently, peoplewant toidentify withtheir
old pagt, thisisbecauseglobalizationissustained multiplication of diversecultureisrooted.
Outsidethis perception, culture goeswith the entrenchment of material and philosophical
world view of the people, because democracy has enabled Nigeriansto have accessto
telephone, internet etc. Therefore, dueto globdization, thesocio-cultura aspect of Nigerians
has been altered.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

The major attribute of democracy isthe sovereignty of anation. In spiteof Nigeria's
membership of regiona governments, such asEconomic Community of West African States,
(ECOWAYS), African Union (AU), Common Wealth of Nations, United Nations (UN),
shehasmaintained dmost dl itsobligations. In spiteof communa conflicts, calsfor nationa
conference, civil war, threatsfromethnicmilitia's, complaintsof marginalization, Nigeriais
till asovereign State. Thisinternationalization of authority has not affected her political
mapinreaiontoother States. Globdization hassurely cometo stay and so theentrenchment
of democracy isgermane. Democratic cultureisnow asuccessastheuniformity and unity
amed at by globalizationisbeing achieved. Thisisfurther strengthened by the successful
hand over of power by aruling party to an opposition party without bickering and animosity
isasureindicator that democracy in Nigeriaisrooted.
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