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ABSTRACT

International news organization is, no doubt, a sine qua non for effective
global news flow in the world. This stems from the fact that inter national
news organization is the major news contributor and distributor to the
major broadcast stations and agencies around the globe. The
international news organization has undergone tremendous changes
since the mid-1990s. Various factors have contributed to this
transformation. This work examines the role of international news
organizations as a catalyst for a global news flow using Nigeria as study
base. The use of descriptive method puts the researcher in the position to
draw conclusion that international news organization is very effective
and supportive in the news flow in Nigeria and the world at large. The
work further affirms that international news organization is the only
viable and efficient in the world wide dimension of news flow, and is a
veritable tool for many broadcast stations and print media in the world.
Hence, developed countries should make cable satellite equipment
affordable to the developing countries.

Keywords: International News Organization, Catalyst, Global News
Flow, Nigeria Experience

INTRODUCTION

According to Volkmer (2010) the world wide dimension of newsand political
communication hasundergonetremendous changessincethemid—1980s. Various
factorshave contributed to thistransformation. Oneof thekey factorsistheincrease
in satellite capacity and, asaresult, thedecrease of satelliteleasing costs. Based on
thisdevelopment, multinationa corporationsareableto distributether programmes
trans-nationally, while at the sametime, ever smaller companies(even so called
grassroot companies) can afford to use satellite platformsfor their programme
delivery. Based on these new structures, moreover, wearefacing an increasing
diversity of ‘globa’ newsflows. New anaytical conceptsarethusrequired so asto
hel p usunderstand better the consequencesfor newsjournaisminthistransnationa
era. Inadditiontothefamiliar major western broadcastersand agenciesddivering
their programmesworld wide, such as CNN’sInternational Channel (CNN) and
theBBC sWorld Service Tdevison (BBC—-WS-TV), therearea so transnationa
newschannds. These channd sbegan to gppear inthemid- 1980s. Examplesinclude
theArab newschannel, Aljazeera, based in Qatar, and Zee- TV, ahighly successful
channel targeting theexpatriate Indian community worldwide. Inadditionto channdls

Journal of Communication and Culture, Volume 5, Number 3; December 2014 61
ISSN: 2141-2758



such asthese, which have already built substantial audience basesworldwide, a
variety of small ‘grassroots' stationshave emerged. They tend to be supported by
organisations—even individua entrepreneurswhich distribute audience-specific
programmeswithin thisnew global infrastructure of newsflows. Thisstudy isan
attempt to examineinternationa newsorganization asacatayst inthegloba news
flow; the nature and treatment of newsfor global flow and the Nigeriaexperience.

Theor etical Framework

This paper isanchored on two theories: Libertarian, and Social Responsibility
Theories. Libertarian theory wasoriginated inthelate 17th century in England and
spread to Americaand the European continent. F. S. Scebert, T. B. Peterson, and
W. Sehramn werethe profounder. Anaeto, Onagajo and Osifeso (2008) posit that
alibertarian pressisthe opposite of an authoritarian press. Thetheory placesthe
individual abovethe State, not below it. Humans are viewed asrational beings
who, athoughimperfect asindividuals, will collectively arrive at the best decision
for thegenerd welfare of society. Libertarian mediaexist to check on governments,
and that meansthat they should be free from government control. Thisdoesnot
mean freedom of defame or commit sedition or immunity to therule of law and
canonsof civilized socia conduct. Thetheory advocatesthat the pressbe seenas
partner with government in search of truth, rather than atool inthe hands of the
government. Thegloba newsflow through international news organisationsmust
be seenintheabovelight.

International newsacross bordersmust not defame or commit sedition or
immunity to theruleof law and canonsof civilized social conduct. I nternational
newsorgani sationsmust be seen as partner with different government of theworld
insearchof truth, rather than atool inthe handsof the oppressive government. The
socid responsibility theory was originated by the same author of libertarian theory
in1963. McQial (1987) in Anaeto, Onabas o Osiferso (2008) statesasfollows:
1. That mediashould accept and fulfill certain obligationsto society.

2. That through professional standards of informativeness, truth, accuracy,
objectivity and balance, these obligations can be met.

3. That mediashould regulateitsdf withintheframework of law and established
ingtitution to beableto carry out itsrespongbilities.

4. That what might lead to crime, violence, civic disorder or offenceto minority
groups should be avoided by themedia.

5. That themediashould reflect itssociety’s pluraity giving accessto various
pointsof view and granting al theright toreply.

6. Based ontheprinciplein (1) thesociety hastheright to expect high standards
of performancefromthemedia. Intervention can only bejustified to secure

public goods.

7. Accountability of mediaprofessionasshould beto the society, employers
and the market.
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I nter national News Or ganization and Global NewsFlow
AccordingtoNdolo (2006), internationa newsagenciesand foreign correspondents
asweknow them today did not exist until the middle and |ate nineteenth century.
However, sysematicinternationad newsgathering aroseinthelatee ghteenth century
when newspaper editors started gathering foreign newspapers and then reprinted
their local reportsasforeign news(Desmond, 1980). By 1900 international news
assumed a sensation and commercial stature, exhibiting all the attributes of a
commodity asdefined by Marx: itsdevelopment isrooted in the historical context
of industrialized, capitalist society: it was utilitarianin value; it wasaproduct of
human labour, produced as a consumer goods intended for exchange within a
capitaist market system (Meyer, 1988).

Thefour most dominant transnational newsagencies(TNNAS), United
Pressinternational (UPI), Association Press (AP) Reuters and Agence France
Press (AFP) are owned by the United States, Britain and France. And because
news selection refl ects personal preferences, journalistic orientation and social
backgrounds of those who edit and report the news, it istherefore, reasonableto
gpeculatethat newsflowing inand out of the devel oping nationsreflectsthe needs
and preferences of those who edit international newsfor the transnational news
agencies(TNNAS). Thisexplains, in part, Righter’s(1978) observationthat foreign
assignment wastreated by theinternational newsagencieslikelocal assignment.
For example, American and British transnational newsagencies(TNNAS) filed
their foreign reportsto suit and be sengtiveto American and British interests, tastes
and vaues. Inaddition, the TNNAsadministratively divided theworld into beats
using colonid tiesandimperia interest ascriteriafor thisdivision Righter (1978).

Thesestructural arrangements, designed primarily for profit purposesand
intended for consumption by western mediaaudience, unfortunately persiststill
today. They are part of thereasonsfor theimbalancein theinternational flow of
news between the devel oping nations and the devel oped nations. For example,
they discouraged balanced flow of news between the devel oped and the devel oping
nationsaswell ashorizonta flow of information. Thusthesestructural arrangements
dtiflegenuineexchangeof ideasbetween theindustriaized world and thedevel oping
nations, and among the devel oping nations.

Deter mination of I nter national News Cover age

Hester (1971) identifiesthe hierarchy of returns as one of the determinants of
international newsflow and argued that the wider apart two nationsarein the
hierarchy oninternationd relations, thelikelihood of theexistenceof newsimbaance
betweenthem (Ude, 2013). Thenationinthelower stratum of thishierarchy suffers
adisadvantage. Structurd relati onshi psbetween sendersand receiversof information
underscore a superior/subordinate rel ationship with the former occupying the
superior position and thelatter subordinate position. Sincerely, in theinternational
political arena, Americaand Africaoccupy superior subordinate political positions
respectively. Accordingly, newsflow research has shown that theflow of newsis
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enormoudly tilted infavour of America. Culturd affinity isanother criterionusedin
determining newsflow among nations. Gan (1979) in Ndolo (2006) in astudy of
USnewsmediaand how they makeeditorial decisions, findsthat editorid decisons
by Americanjourndistsarenot val uefree. Heconcludesthat in coveringinternationd
news, American journalists give consideration to societal values such as
ethnocentrism, altruistic democracy, and responsible capitalism. Foreign
correspondents and foreign news staff select newsitemsthat are culturally and
socialy relevant to their news marketsand present them in such amanner asto
make senseto their audience, to retain thismarket, the news mediaconsistently
providethe American public with newsthat fitsthiscultural and socia framework.
Todo otherwise, will challenge prevailing erroneous perceptionsabout Fricathat is
severaly hurt by thisnewsgathering and reporting framework (Ndol o, 2006).

Global NewsFlow Pattern: Offlineand Online
Beforeturningto theimplicationsof theinternet for globa newsflow, let usreview
the problemsand patternsin theflow of news associated with thetraditional media
system. Devel oping countries have been long concerned because the four major
western newsagencies control thebulk of theworld'snewsflow, with an output of
about 30 millionwordsdaily inthe 1990s (Frederick, 1993). Rampal (2000) opines
that devel oping countrieshave a so rai sed specific concern sncethe 1970sregarding
the pattern of newsflow emerging from thedominance of western newsagencies.

First, people in developing countries are forced to see each other, and
even themselves, thought the medium of these agenciesbecause they are major
suppliersof newsto the devel oping world. Second, Westerninformation dominance
confinesjudgmentsand decisionson what should be known, and how it should be
made known, into the hands of afew, resulting in an inadequate, negative, and
stereotypical portrayal of developing country. Third, theflow of newsisheavily
imbal anced, withinformation moving predominantly from advanced western countries
to devel oping countries. Thefourth areaof concernisthat thewest exercisesakind
of “ soft power”, by virtue of the string appeal of itscultural fare-firms, television,
music, books, and magazine—in the devel oping world, to the detriment of local
culturd traditions. Theimbalanceof newsflow isnot just adevel oped and devel oping
control phenomenon. Devel oped countries havetried variouswaysto addresstheir
concernsregarding internationa newsflow.

Beginning inthemid 1970s, they pushed for aNew World Information
Order (NWIO) through UNESCO. Among avariety of actionsproposed to address
problemsassociated with internationa newsflow, oneproposal calledfor regulating
collection, processing and transmission of newsand dataacross natural frontiers.
Western countriesstrongly rejected such amove, withthe United Statesand Britain
eventually pulling out UNESCO when the NWIO debate was seen to betaking
political overtones. Then upon UNESCO' srecommendation, devel oping countries
moved to establish or expand their own regiona and globa newsgathering operations.
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Asareault, thedevel opingworld saw avariety of regiona newsagencies, including
theNon-Aligned NewsAgenciespool. LatinAmerica sinter pressservice, manila
based DEPTH, the Pan African NewsAgency, and the Caribbean NewsAgency.
Withthe poss ble exception of Inter pressservice, none of these agencieshasposed
aserious challengeto the major Western news agenciesor acquired significant
credibility for itsown news service (Kamalipour, 2002).

Theinternet, however, isnot apanaceafor tackling the various concerns
that the deve oping world hasrai sed about globa newsflow. Althoughthedigtribution
of newsby anewsagency toitsclientsviatheinternetismuch cheaper thanviathe
traditional telecommunications system; abudding news agency must meet other
costsand challengesbeforeit acquiresthe necessary credibility asaglobal news
service. For an emerging newsagency to offer acomprehensiveand quality news
services, it must have an adequate number of professionally educated and trained
reporter around theworld.

Thefinancing required to hirethe necessary saff and maintain newsburesus
around theworld isbeyond the reach of most devel oping countries. And thenthere
istheissueof quality of information. Intheglut of information availableon the
internet, credibility will beakey source of power andinfluence. Keohaneand Nye
(1998) say that news organization in the United State, Britain, and France have
capabilitiesfor collating intelligent information that dwarf those of other nations,
adding that “information power flowsto thosewho can edit and credibly validate
information to sort out what isboth correct and important. Brand namesand the
ability to bestow aninternational seal of approval will become moreimportant”
(Keohaneand Nye, 1998). Emerging newsagencieswill havealot of catching up
to do beforethey can compete with the established western news agencies, and
that will not be an easy task. As Keohane and Nye say, “In some commercial
situations, afast follower can do better than afirst mover, but in terms of power
among States, itisusualy better to befirst”.

Theinternet hasagreater promisein serving asan equaizer inthe skewed
flow of news and information globally, another of the concerns raised by the
developing world. The typical 8% of the news and editorial space devoted to
international newsby an averageU.Smetro daily or 14% (just over 3 minutes) of
newstime, for such newsprogrammed by tel evision networksinthe united states
does not offer much of awindow on theworld. Now, at the click of amouse, an
internet subscriber can be reading newspapersfrom acrosstheworld while at the
sametimetaking intheaudiovisua newsservicesof anincreasing number of Web-
based international broadcasters, such asBBC World. For example, the\Washington
Post Ombudsman noted with embarrassment that it took until November 12, 1999,
for the post to carry acorrespondent story from its Dethi-based correspondent
about acyclonethat hit the East India State of Orissaat the end of October. The
post story on thecyclone, which had claimed ten thousand livesand affected fifteen
million people, wasnot on thefront page; it ran, instead, on page A27. Onereader,
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having found the news about the cyclonein anumber of Englishlanguage Indian
newspapers and other newsoutlets on the Web, wondered in aletter to the editor
whether the post wasignoring the story because“ Orissaisnot Europe and does
not have oil underground” (Kamalpour, 2002).

Anather component of theinformation age, internationd satellitetelevision
isproviding moreinternationa newsand information than ever before. Dozens of
countriesaretranamitting daily television programmearound the clock from Europe,
themiddle East, Asa, and Latin Americato rich and ethnic marketsin the United
Staeand esewhereintheworld. Thehugesupply of digital channelsisasobringing
crystal clear radio programming from scores of countriesviaboth communication
satellitesand theinternet. A Sgnificant dimension of newsflow ontheinternetisthet
peoplein non-democratic states are beginning to have accessto uncensored news,
analysisand discussion about political development intheir own countrieseven
though regionsin such countries arejittery about thefreeflow of information. For
example, the New York Timesreported on March 18, 1999, that in the Middle
East, every government has jammed radio broadcast, intercepted publications,
scuttled fax transmissionsbarred mohbiletel ephones, or prohibited satdllitestelevison
at onetimeor another (Jehl, 1999).

Thetimesstory addsthat with thearrival of theinternet inthemid 1990s,
many countries, including Egypt, Jordan and L ebanon, have quietly conceded the
fight, concluding that the benefits of the new technology far outweigh the cost.
Other countries such as Saudi Arabia, Iran, China, Malaysia, and Singapore have
beeninthenewsin recent yearsfor taking actionto keep politically objectionable
material out of the reach of their internet subscribers even asthey embracethis
technol ogy for economic development and other uses. With new Web sitesemerging
everyday, however, itispracticaly impossibleto keepinternet usersin authoritarian
and totalitarian regimesfrom gaining accessto freewheeling news and political
discussion. Nyeand Owens (1996) see agreat opportunity intheinternet for the
United Statesto “ engage the peopl e, keeping them informed on world eventsand
hel ping them prepareto build democratic market societieswhen the opportunity
aises’.

TheNatureand Treatment of Global NewsFlow
Ndolo (2006) saysthat curiogity isauniversd trait, therefore Newsisanything that
satisfiesor freesone' scuriosity despite one sregion of theworld.
Criteriafor News Selection
Galtung and Ruge (1970) in Ndolo (2006) set these criteriafor news selection:
Cultura proximity of theevent
Relevance of one’sown group or country
Consonancewith what had been expected —elementsof surprise
Duration of theevent
Simplicity of anevents: Easy to report and understand
Theevent being inthenewsbefore
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Ideal typical newsfor Western capitalist societies.
Supposed to be elite centered

Focuses on powerful and prominent people
Focuses on powerful and highly devel oped nations
Supposed to be negative and personalized.

Criteriafor news(Western World View)
Newsacquiretotdly different definitionsinthethreeldeologica sysemsintowhich
theworldisdivided: West, Communist, and third (developing).

1 Interest

. Inthe Western World, the gatekeeper isfinal arbiter of what ispublished,
guided by what hethinks hisaudiencewantsto know.
Inthecommunist world, censor and politica commissarsinterpret Marxist-
L eninist doctrines and thus determinewhat the people need to know.
Inthe devel oping world, thegovernment through direct and indirect control
decide what is appropriate based on the natural goals and aspirations
(development).

2. Proximity

. IntheWestern World, used in geographicd and psychologica sense, foreign
newsdoesnot get thereadersinterest.
The communist world prefer news of local and regional values. Inthe
deveoping nations, editorsgeneraly prefer newsof immediateregion.

3. | mportance
Generdly, newsof thedliteisgiven preference.
Inthewesternworld, theeliteispopularly known so their newsisof more
generd interest. Thereisanexplicit concern with peopleandther activities
themore so with the prominent.
Inthe communist world, it isthe position not the personality that countsfor
aleader. The concern hereisonthegroup or society at large not on the
individual heroes, teachers, artistsetc that have been outstanding.
Inthe devel oping world, elite news especially of headsof statereceives
tremendousplay up. Thereisan explicit concern with people and their
activities—more so the prominent.
Furthermore, for thewest, politica coverage beforethedectionfocuseson persond
characterigticsof thecandidates (only inthe USA). Inthecommunist world, coverage
when thereisachoice of candidates dwellsonissuesand candidates. The same
applied to thethird world (Ndolo, 2006).

4, Size
Sizeisimportantindl thethree—may beplayed down or exaggerated tofitideologica
or politica guideines.
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In the West, the decision to publish is based on size of an event, or the
number of personsor thingsinvolved.
In the communist world, the decision to publishisbased primarily on
ideologica and palitical criteria
Thesamegoesfor the developing nations.

5. Novelty

. Thisisof great importancein the West where competition for first and
hencefor profit iscrucia-gaveriseto the concept of “ scooping”
Under communism, themediado not competeand profitisnot crucid. So
novelty issubordinated to usefulnessto making apoint or advancing a
cause.
In many devel oping nations, themediado not competefor profit Novelty is
subordinated to natural goals.

6. Timeliness
Timelinessisemphasized moreinthe\West. Because of new information
communication technol ogy, news copy goesfast —instant coffee—most
programmesare now live. Also, the publicsviewsare valued, so quick
distribution of information is desired to enable the government make
decisons.
Timeinessinthecommunist worldisardatively unimportant factor innews
vaues.
Inthethird world, timeismeasured in much larger chunks; sometimes
newseventsmust go through government clearance and becomelae. These
gtuationsareimproving inmany countriesespecialy Nigeria

Transfor mation of Global Media

Innovations in communications technology, in addition to driving economic
globdization, have a so transformed the mediaworld and the soread of information,
with important consequencesfor nationa aswell asgloba governance. Thisbegan
withradio broadcasting inthe 1940sand has Since been extended through television
and satellitetransmission to give even thosein remote placesimmediate accessto
sound and imagesfrom awideworld. In some countries, new communications
system have even brought people news of domestic eventsthat isnot available
localy. Direct did internationa telephoneand fax serviceshaveswelled thetrans-
border flow of newsand other messages. Another important devel opment hasbeen
the sharing of information through links between computers around theworld.
Exposurethrough themediatoforeign culturesandlife-stylescan beboth stimulating
and destabilizing, it caningpireboth gopreci ation and envy. Concernthat theauthority
of transnational mediacould result in cultural homogenization and could damage
indigenous culturesnot limited to non-western countries. Many peopleareworried
that mediaimageswill strengthen the consumerist ethosin societiesinthe early
stagesof development. There are questionsabout distortion and imbaanceasthe
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world’'snewsisfiltered predominantly through western prismsand dissatisfaction
that information flows from and within the devel oping world are inadequate.
Apprehension about concentrationinmediaownershipislinked toworriesthat this
sector’s power to shape the agendaof political action may not be matched by a
senseof responsibility. Thesevaried concernshave givenriseto thesuggestion that
civil society itself should try to provide broadcasting not linked to commercial
interests. Thewider accessto information has been ahealthy democracy, which
gainsfromabetter informed citizenry aswell asbeneficia for development, scientific
and professiond collaboration, and many other activities. Thewidelinkagesnow
facilitated can a so help pull theworld’s people closer together. M ediaimages of
human suffering have motivated peopleto expresstheir concern and their solidarity
with thosein distant places by contributing to relief effortsand by demanding
explanationsand action from government. The media sinfluence on the shaping of
foreign policy isconsderablein many countries. Although there hasbeen spectacular
expansioninthereach of somecommunication media, seriousimbaancesremainin
accessto information and in the distribution of even the most basic technol ogy.
Two billion peoplemorethan oneinthreeindividudsintheworld still lack € ectricity.
In 1990, Bangladesh, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, and Nigeriatogether had
fewer tel ephone connectionsthan Canada, which hasonly 27 million people.

Thesedisparitiesarerepeated intheownership of communicationssatellites,
thekey to mediaglobalization. The present eraof mediaconvergence demands
knowledgeand expertise acrossadiverserange of mediatechnologiesand systems.
Welive at amoment when every important idea, story, brand, image, sound and
relationshipisapt totravel acrossevery availablechannd of communication. This
spread of mediacontent isfuelled top-down by the popul ar accessto new tool s of
grassroots mediaproduction and distribution. Yet, thereisno moment in human
history which asingle medium operated in isolation. Each medium hasitsown
affordances, itsown market, anditsown culturd status. Thus, different mediainteract
with each other to congtitutethe communi cation environment. Different mediainteract
differently with people acrosstheworld (Hasan, 2013).

Global Broadcasting

Broadcasting beyond natural boundaries has been aparallel activity for many
countriesa ong with the devel opment of their domestic system. Theexternd services
or internationa broadcasting by different countriesareaimed at servingtheir people
settled in other countries, and also to propagate the policies of the respective
countries. Since broadcasting developed in the colonial era, the colonia powers
sought through the radio to build stronger ties between themsal vesand the peoples
they ruled around theworld. England and Holland were thefirst to think along
theselines. However, it wasAdolf Hitler of Germany who saw the potential use of
thedomestic and international short wave radio wasaweapon to conquer people's
minds. Accordind to Hasan (2013), some of theleading broadcasting organization
ae
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British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC): Authorsinterested in broadcasting
suggest that the British were adept in using international radio. Broadcastinginthe
United Kingdom has undergone phenomenal changessincethen. Yet, the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) occupiesacentra placeintermsof itsinternationd
reach andinfluence. The*BBC World Services” hasawaysfascinated usinindia,
and now through satellites, we havethe benefit of watchingtheBBC TV.BBCisa
centrd indtitutionin thebroadcagting system of the United Kingdom. In1922, severd
radio manufacturers established the British Broadcasting Company. In 1926, it
became public corporation; it currently operatestwo national colour television
network (BBC—1and BBC—11) and four nationa radio networkds. BBC draws
international newsfromitscorrespondents. BBC'sinternationa character isbased
onthefact thatitisintheforefront of the United Kingdom' sinternational broadcasting
operations. Theoperationsarenot commercial, and financeisprovided intheform
of specid grant approved by the British parliament. Consequently, the government
isdirectly involvedintheinternational broadcasting system.

The scope, nature and character of BBC External Serviceswasaffected
during the Falkhand Crisis. It wasa so thetarget of criticism during the Iranian
Revolution and therecent Gulf War. However, contemporary developmentishere
to stay, (Hasan, 2013). Theimpact to BBC in theinternational newshasgonea
long way in serving astheinternationa newsprovider to the global audiencesand
other mediahousesintheworld. TheBritish Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is
redlly acatalyst inthegloba newsflow. It makessurethat al the characteristicsand
attributes of the news are strictly adhered to, thismakes BBC acredibleworld
sourcein newsbroadcast.

Voice of America (VOA): Another country, which has systematically used and
redlized the potential of theradio andtelevisonininternationa affairsand news, is
the United Statesof America. Thisredlizationistraced to theyear 1944, when the
USA entered World War I1. Given the private nature of broadcasting withinthe
country, the government did not have any broadcasting outlet of itsown. However,
the private companieshad short wavetransmitter, which the government procured
on aleasebasis. Two government organi sations, the office of War Information and
the Council of Inter-AmericanAffairswererespons blefor international broadcasts
duringthe period. TheprivateU. S. Broad Corporationsdid the programmeentitied
“Voiceof America’ onacontractua basis. After thewar ended, VOA would have
closed down, had it not been for the dawn of acold war between the USA and
USSR. Therefore, when the United States Information Agency (USIA) was
established\ in 1953, VOA became one of itsdivisions. At atime when many
countriesdid not havetheir ownlocal stations, VOA and BBC could command
huge audience bases. When loca stationsdeveloped, VOA directed it programmes
tothepoaliticaly curious. Although VV OA hasgrown and expanded considerably, its
influenceisdebatable. Criticsarguethat the disapproval of theU.S. politicsin
many landshad itsimpact onVOA’soperation and itsinfluence. On many fronts,
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the Vietnam War, and the Gulf conflict, VOA hasbeen criticized (Hasan, 2013),
VOA isanother big newscartel intheglobal audiencesand mediahouses.

VISNEWS: Itisrelatedtointernational broadcasting servicesinthe supply of
audio-visud materid Smilar tothe newsagency services. Oneof themgor suppliers
of visualsfor the TV networksaround theworldisVISNEWS. ThisisaLondon
based international TV newsfilm agency owned by aconsortium of the BBC,
Renters, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, Austrdian Broadcasting Corporation,
and New Zealand TV. The service hasover 170 subscribersin 95 countriesand
thelargest contributorsto the daily Eurovision exchange programme. Theagency
hasequally played amgjor part in the global newsasinternal newsorganization
based on the above perspectives.

NigeriaExperiencein the Global NewsFlow

Radio broadcasting dates back to December 18, 1932 when the BBC set up an
experimenta radio receiving stationin Lagosto pick up theshort-wavetranamissons
of theempireservicefrom Daventory. The Nigerian Post and Tel egraphs Department
wasdirected to work out amethod of distributing programmesto subscribersin
Lagos, |badan and Kano. Thisservicewasto “ operate in conjunction with the
Empire Broadcasting Services’. Thismethod called Radio Distribution Serviceor
re-diffusion was based on piping programmes by landlineto loudspeakersinthe
homes of subscribers. In 1935, the receiving stations became are-diffusion or
radio digtributionscentreasameansof ditributing programmes, and newsoriginaing
from the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) in London.

In 1961, Nigeriajoined globa newsbroadcast by establishingitsexternal
radio serviceknown asVoiceof Nigeria(VON) of thedefunt NigeriaBroadcasting
Corporation which later becamethe Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria. Voice
of Nigeria(VON), became an autonomous Radio Station on 5th January, 1990
when it was excised from the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeriaby Decree
No. 15 of 14th May, 1991 with retrospective effect. The decree established the
voiceof Nigeriato have among other things, the power to broadcast external news
bulletinsand programmesfor and on behaf of the Federal Government of Nigeria
(Ndolo, 2006).

TV and Cable Satellite Sations

Nationa Broadcasting Commission (NBC) licensestwo global satellitetelevision
stationsin 1996. Daar communications Ltd which pioneered privateradio, also
viedfor thefirst privatetelevision gation. ItsAfricaindependent Teevison (AIT)
hastwo stations, onelocal and the other international. Thelocal station operates
open television on UHE 49 and covers areasin Lagos, Oyo, Ogun and Osun
Sates. Toensurethat itssgna sarereceived around the country, Al T hasestablished
sationsinAbuja, Port Harcourt , Kadunaand Jos. Al T international started global
transmission on November 3, 1997 and beamsits 24 hours satellite broadcasting
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signasto Nigeria, few African countries, Europe, USA, Canada, Cambean, South
America, Middle East and part of Asia. Oluwatoyin (2001, August 20) in Ciboh,
(2007) reports Daar communication Ltd asworking towards commencement of
speciaized channel broadcasting, tofeaturedl sportsand another devoted to drama,
moviesand the ever popular soap operas. Daar hopesto makeAl T internet local
al-newsand al-sportschannels.

The second global satellitetelevision Ming) Broadcasting I nternational
(MBI), wasestablished by Minagj Holding Broadcasting. Minagj Group also has
Ming SysemsTeevison, MST, aloca opentelevision station transmitting on UHF
43. MST started full operation on December 1, 1994. It used six months June—
November for test transmission to study audiencereaction and ensure programmes
appeal to them. Both AIT and MBI went global late 1997. AIT started test
transmission from December 6, 1996 to full broadcast by January, 1997. MBI
started three house programming by June same year to seven African countries.
Global test transmissions started with aNigeria/Guineamatch, followed by the
Harambagtarsof Kenya, Versus, Nigeriamatch early June, astest run of equipment.

Other televison stationsare Galaxy TV, thefirst private station in I badan, it
started transmissionin 1994. Channels TV receiveditslicencein 1993, began test
transmissionin January 1996. According to Ebisemfu (1996, September 9) channds
TV started asaproduction outfit incorporated in 1992 to service international
televison gtationswith documentary featuresand sport lighting. Clapper Board TV
first privatetelevision stationto hit airwavesin May, 1994, moved operationsto
Ogba, Ikgatojoin MITV and channels. It hasalso changed itsnameto Universal
Broadcasting ServcieLtd. Thereisa so Degue Broadcasting Network, DBN TV,
and Murhi International TV, MITV all in Lagos, and DesmisDITV Kaduna, as
well asindependent TV, ITV Benin.

Satellite redistribution stationsinclude Independent Communications L td,
Warri, and Ultimaal so called cables Port Harcourt, Details NigeriaLtd. Disc
Engineering Ltd, Entertainment TV, AGB Communication Ltd al in Lagos, West
Midlans CommunicationsLtd. Ming Cable Network, MG Communications, and
Greenview Communications. Most of them are Broadcast stationsin Lagos. Al T,
DBN, CTV, MITV, Sopherscreean, Ray Power 1 and 2, Rhythm, MC, Galaxy,
Cool FM, Star FM, and Choice FM. A Pay TV, HITV wasdueto start in Lagosat
theend of 2006. Incorporated in 2004 with local and internationa directorsHITV
isawirdlessdigitd terrestrid platformthat hasno limit channel sthat it can broadcast.
When eventualy launched, it will commencewith 24 including CNN, BBC World,
LBC Internationa, AL. Fazeera, God Africa, MTV Base (Ciboh (2007).

NewsAgency of Nigeria (NAN)

The NewsAgency of Nigeriawas established in 1978 as agovernment agency
solely funded by the Federa government through subvention. With headquartersin
Abuja, itisstructured functionaly into 5 departmentswith adirector-genera asits
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chief executive officer. NAN’s News service are categorized into General
News Service, Economic, Sports and Embassy News Service, Features and
photo. NAN retailed Foreign Newsagencies Productsfrom: Reuters Genera World
News Service, AFP* African Beams® services, |PS News Service and Xinhua
(China) News service. The operational languagefor NAN isEnglish. NAN is
patronized by Newspapers and M agazine, Radio and Tel evision, Government
(ministriesand Embassies) and private sector companies. It operatesa 12 hours
schedule (Ndolo, (2006).

Theanalysisof theemergence of the TV and cable satellite stations, and
NewsAgency of Nigeria(NAN) showstherolethe agency hasplayed withthe
International NewsOrganizations. It hasacted asacatalyst inthe global newsflow.
Thisstudy observesthat the country has made amassive contribution both asakey
player and actor in theinternational newswithinashort period of time. With the
deregulation of the broadcast industry in 1992 and full privatization which
commenced with theestablishment of Nationa Broadcasting Communication (NBC)
asaparagtd intheminigiry of information under decree 38 of 1992; the participation
of private broadcasting hasreally boost the global newsflow to an appreciable
level both within and outsidethe country. The experience of Nigeriain the Global
newsflow isagreater delight to the country and aprideto usasanation.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Itisvery obviousthat International News Organizationsare acatalyst for aglobal
newsflow. Thecritical role of these organisationsnamely Transnational News
Agencies(TNNAS), Untied Press International (UPI), Associated Press (AP),
Reuters, Agences France Press (AFP), British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC),
Cable NewsNetwork (CNN) coupled with Nigeriainvolvement hasgiven abig
leap to global newsflow intheworld. Thiswould not be possiblewithout the new
mediaviainformation communication technology which crystallized theworldinto
aglobal village. The Nigeriaexperienceinthisdevel opment should be applauded
thishas served asapace setter to the devel oping countriesin theworld.
International News Organizationsshould bestrengthenedtoliveuptotheir
namesas | nternational News Organisations by making them more efficient and
effectiveto cover fully theentireworld. Emphasisshould be placed on thetraining
of international correspondents to be effective on global news coverage and
reportage. Private participation should be encouraged astenablein Nigeriawhere
privateindividualsweregivenlicensesto establish TV and Cable Satellites Stations
to boost the global newsflow in the world. Devel oped countries should make
cable satellite equipment affordabl e to the devel oping countries. World Bank should
assistsingiving grantsto devel oping countriesto set up cable satdllite stationsand
newsagenciesto compliment theeffort of international newsorganizations.

Journal of Communication and Culture, Volume 5, Number 3; December 2014 73
ISSN: 2141-2758



REFERENCES

Anaeto G.A.,Onabajo 0. S. and Osifeso J. B. (2008). Model sand Theories of communication,
Maryland: African Renaissance Books I ncorporated.

Ciboh, R. (2007). Mass communication principles and concepts (2nd Ed.) New Dehli CBS
Publishers

Desmond, R. W. (1980). Windoms on the world: World News Reporting 1900-1920. lowa
city: University of lowapress

Frederick, H. H. (1993). Global communication and international relations. Belmont, CA:
Wadsworth

Hasan, S. (2010). Mass communication principlesand concepts (2nd edn). New Delhi: CBS
Publisher

Rampal, K. R. (2002). Global News and Information flow. In Yahya R. Kamalipour (ed.).
Belmont, Wadsworth: Gobal Communication.

Righter, R. (1978). Whose News? Palitics, the press and third world. New York: Times
Books

Kamalipour, Y. R. (2002). Global Communication. New York: Wadsworth Group.

Keohane, R. O. andNye, J. S. Jr. (1998). Power and interdependencein theinformation age.
Foreign Affairs, 77,5

Meyer, W. (1988). Transnational media and third world development. New York: Greenwood
Press

Ndolo, I. S. (2006). Mass media systems and society. Enugua: Rhyce kerex Publisher.

Okpoko, J. (2010). Understanding development communication. Zaria: University Press
Limited

Ude, O. (2013). Rethinking the new world information and communication order debate.
EBSU Journal of Mass Communication, 1 (1) 25—33.

Volkmer, 1. (2010). News in the global public space. In Stuart Allan (Ed.). England: Open
University Press.

Journal of Communication and Culture, Volume 5, Number 3; December 2014 74
ISSN: 2141-2758



