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ABSTRACT

This work takes a ook at the historical perspective of educational broadcasting
in Nigeria. It traces the origin and development of the concept in Nigeria with
the sole aim of evaluating its application to education. The work highlights
among others, the importance of educational broadcasting to teaching and
learning as encouraging a greater understanding of the subject matter because
its presentation isdonein clear, straight forward and simple language. However,
some problems that hinder the effective utilization of educational broadcasting
as observed include among others personal, power supply, equipment, storage,
etc. Hence the wor k recommends among other s other sthat in view of the usefulness
of educational broadcasting, the Nigeria government both at the federal and
state levels should embrace educational broadcasting and fund it very well. The
government should ensure that experts on educational broadcasting are trained
and employed in schools so as to ensure that the problem of manpower in the
field of educational broadcasting is solved.
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INTRODUCTION

Broadcasting isthe mode of spreading information widely by sound and or visontoa
group of peopleeither intheir homesor at thelistening or viewing centresand in schools
through e ectronic devicesof several kinds(Ogunmilade, 1988). Broadcasting, according
to Agun and Imoggie (1988) when primarily concerned with educating aset of peopleor
audience beitintheformal or non-formal setting, isknown aseducationa broadcasting.
Theintention of Educationd broadcasting isto encouragegrester understanding or achange
of attitudeamong sectionsof thegenerd audienceaswell astheligenersthroughinformative,
enlightenment and entertainment programmes. Broadcasting engagestwo important media
of communication which according to Onesanya (2008), areradio and television. Radio
appearsto be more commonly used in devel oping countries of theworld because of its
low cost, easy operation/manipul ation and cheap availability. Thereisno placeaccording
to Babalola(2005) whereradio cannot receive transmission unlikethetelevision which
can only receive signalswherethereiselectricity supply. Nevertheless, thereare some
featureswhich radio and televis on sharein common. Themost outstanding among bothis
that they are broadcast mediathat are ableto reach alot of peopleat thesametimeand
are capableof disseminating largevolumesof education information tothetarget listeners
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or viewers. It should be noted however that whiletheradio gppeal sto the sense of hearing
alonebecause of itsaudio nature, thetelevisionisan audio-visua medium that appealsto
both the senses of sight and hearing. Inthelight of the above, thisstudy takesalook at
educational broadcastingin Nigeriafrom the historical development perspective. Theaim
isto evaluate the application of the concept in educationa processesin Nigeria.

DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTING INNIGERIA
Theyear 1932 according to Ogunranti (1988) marked the emergence of educational
broadcasting in Nigeriabecausethefirst radio receiving station began transmissionin
Lagosthat year. Thishad agreat influence on education in Nigeriaparticularly duetothe
educational broadcast that were availableto teachersand pupils. Thefirst educational
radio programmeswerefor Englishlanguage and were broadcast onceaweek intheearly
fortiesby the Radio Distribution Service (RDS) under the Post and Tel egraphs Department
(P& T). TheNigeriaBroadcasting Service (NBS) whichwasestablishedin 1951 inherited
limited educational programmes. Thiswasthe situation until 1957 when the Nigeria
Broadcasting Corporation was established. Another significant year in the history of
broadcasting in Nigeriais 1959. According to Olushola(1979), televisionin thiscountry
andindeed inthewholeof Africawasintroduced inthat year by thethen westernregional
government under the L eadership of Chief Obafemi Awolowo.

Thegovernmentinwestern Nigeriaredlized that thetelevisonwasabetter medium
than radio which could be used to educate the masses. To back it up, it waswritteninthe
charter establishing the Nigerian TelevisonAuthority, aprovisonfor fixed amount of time
per week for educational television broadcast. Furthermore, Olushola(1979) observes
that about fifty percent of all the TV programmesthen was devoted to education and
television setsweredistributed to the existing schoolsand colleges. The Eastern and
Northern governmentsa sofollowed suit afew yearslater by establishingtheir owntelevison
andradio gations. Theprogrammesfrom the North which wasbased in Kadunawerethe
most widely based educational programmes. In 1969, according to Agun and Imogie
(1988), the Northern school s broadcasting unit which wasresponsiblefor the production
of thisprogrammeswastaken over by the Federal SchoolsBroadcast Unit (FSBU) in
Kaduna

Thedirect involvement of the Federal Government of Nigeriain educational
broadcasting, according to Agun and Imogie (1988) beganin 1964 when SchoolsBroadcast
Unit (SBU) wasestablished for the production of television programmesfor schoolsinthe
Federal Capital Territory of Lagos. However, the introduction of the Nigerian third
development plan 1975 - 1980 necessitated a change from the name Federal Schools
Broadcast Unit to Federal SchoolsBroadcast and Audio-visual Aid Development Centre.
Thisname according to Agun and Imogie (1988) waslater changed in 1977 to National
Educationd Technology Centre, Kaduna. In modern times, many individual shave emerged
with privateradio and television stations. These stations support the activitiesof public
organized radio and televisi on stationsto propagate educationa programmes. For instance,
itisthrough such programmesthat awarenesson thedeadly diseasecalled HIV/AlDsare
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disseminated. Thishasgonealongway in educating membersof the public ontheexistence
of the scourge and the possibleways of avoiding coming in contact withit.

Thelmportanceof Educational Broadcasting: Educationa broadcasting according to

Babalola(2005), playsvital rolesin the education processhy:

[ Encouraging agreater understanding of the subject matter becauseits presentation
isdonein clear, straight forward and s mplelanguage.

[ Promotingindividualized learning becausethelistener or viewer canlearnonhisor
her own by listening to and or viewing the lesson personally without having to
comein contact with thereal teacher.

] Disseminating large volumes of educational and informative messagesto the
audience.

Y Checking schools' population explosion becauseit takes care of learners both
young and old that could not be readily accommodated by the regular school
programme (K olade-Oje and Babalola, 2004).

% Promoting equal accessto educational opportunity for all learnersbecausethe
mode of presentationisthe sameand in uniform, no matter the number of timesthe
presentationisdone.

Y Assisting in popul ation enlightenment programmes because of itscoverage of a
very wideareaat atime. Moreso, that the beneficiariescould easily bereached at
their variouslocationswithout being assembled at apoint for such anexercise.

PROBLEM SOF EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTING

Educationa broadcasting asit ispractised in Nigeriaisbeset with abarrage of problems
just asitisin other devel oping countriesof theworld. Some of the problemsaccording to
Kolade-Ojeand Babalola (2004) are:

Finance: A lot of money is expended on the planning and execution of educational
broadcasting. Huge sums of money would haveto be spent on purchasing the equipment
aswell aspaying for the required man power need. The huge sum of money involved
cannot bereadily afforded by most devel oping countriesingenera and Nigeriain particular
wheremost inhabitantslivebelow the poverty line.

Personnel: Lack of qualified and experienced personnel in educational broadcastingasa
relatively new field of sudy in Nigeriahas congtituted aseriousproblemintheeducationa
sector. For now, there are not enough personnel on educational broadcasting that could
readily meet up with the demandsof theteaming popul ation.

Equipment: Theequipment that are being utilized in educational broadcasting are not
available locally. They are mostly imported. This may pose athreat to educational
broadcasting now that thereisagloba economic recession, theforeign exchangeearning
that might berequired might bedifficult to get.
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Storage: Thisisanother problemthat isconfronting educational broadcastingin Nigeria.
Thisproblem of storageisprominent in thetropics because most of the gadgetsare better
stored under cool temperature. But herewearein thetropicswherethewesther ishot and
harsh. Thisisnot conducivefor educationa broadcasting equipment whichismaostly designed
to be operated in the temperate region.

Distance: Another problem that hinders educationa broadcasting isthe distance of the
listening and viewing centresto the broadcasting station. There might be some problems
along with communication pathway which might hinder the reception of the educational
broadcast messages| et d onethosetha might originatefrom both the encoding and decoding
pointsof the message and |esson.

Power Supply: Regular power supply cannot bevouched for at thevariouslistening and
viewing centresacrossthe country. Inmost third world countries, Nigeriainclusive, regular
power supply cannot be guaranteed hence the need arisesfor educational broadcasting
plannersto make alternative arrangement for power supply to thelistening and viewing
centresin abid to ensuring hitch-free educational broadcasts.

Maintenance: The problem of maintenance of the old equipment that are used for
educationa broadcasting callsfor urgent attention. The malfunctioning of these equipment
hindersthetransmission of educational broadcast lessons. Thisisduelargely to thefact
that thetechnicianswho know how to maintain these equipment are not availablelocally.
Moreoften than not, foreign expertsarerelied upon to repair the equipment whenever the
need arises. Evenwhenthe services of theforeign expertsaresought, their financia demands
constitute another problem asthere may not be sufficient fundsto meet up with their
financid demand.

Climatic Condition: Theclimatic condition of thetropicd regiontowhich Nigeriabeongs
isnot favourableto someextent for the educationa broadcasting equipment. Unlesssuch
equipment are designed to suit thetropical climatic condition, they would breakdown
easly and regularly thus hampering hitch-free educationa broadcasting.

Level of literacy: Thedifferencesintheleve of literacy from person to person and from
Stateto State makeseducational broadcasting “anightmare” on onehand and“ aredlity”
on the other hand. Hence, for it to achieve the desired goal thelevel of literacy of the
audience should beimproved upon. Differencesinlanguage, va ue system, culture, economy
and socia standing a so affect educational broadcasting. They must all be addressed so
that educational broadcasting would achievethedesired goals.

Corruption: Another heart breaking problem bedeviling educational broadcasting in
Nigeriaiscorruption which seemsto beahouse hold namein all sectorsof theNigerian
economy. Because of corruption, public and private office holdersfind it extremdy difficult
to make proper accountability of resources entrusted to them. By implication, fundsthat
areearmarked for therunning of educational broadcast sometimesare misappropriated or
circumvented into personal usewhilethe mainissueat hand suffersthe consequence.
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CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Fromall that have been discussed on educationa broadcasting, itisno exaggeration Sating
that educationa broadcastingif well utilized intheteaching and learning processin Nigeria
will go along way in solving some of the problems that might crop up in education.
Educational broadcasting can assist in the areas of distance learning, adult education,
checking of schools population explosion, checking of shortage of teachersaswell asin
promoting salf or individudizedingruction onthepart of thelearners. All theseare pointers
to thefact that educational broadcasting isaveritabletool for combating educational
problems. Inview of the usefulness of educational broadcasting, the Nigeriagovernment
both at thefedera and statelevelsshould embrace educationa broadcasting and effectively
fund it. The government should ensure that experts on educational broadcasting are
employed and trained in school s so asto ensurethat the problem of manpower inthefield
of educational broadcasting issolved.

The government should make sure that the equipment that are purchased for
educational broadcasting are genuine enough so asto be ableto have awide coverage
and at thesametimelast long. The government should after purchasing them, ensurethat
routine maintenanceis carried out on the equipment. Thiswill increasethevalue of the
equipment aswell as save the cost of procuring anew one. Equipment upgrading and
replacement/mai ntenance should be adopted as at when it isabsolutely necessary. The
government should a so ensure that the equipment are stored under the proper condition.
At the sametime, the government should ensurethat thereisconstant supply of eectricity
S0 asto make asuccess of educational broadcasting and wherethereisno main supply of
electricity, electric generators should be provided. To crownit all, teachers should be
encouraged and mobilized to embrace and utilize educationa broadcasting judicioudy.
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