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ABSTRACT

Corruption isa worldwide phenomenon which has been with soci eties throughout
history. In Nigeria, corruption has become endemic and its consequences are
far-reaching on the socio-economic fabrics of society. It undermines democratic
institutions, retards economic development and contributes to the current
insecurity. This paper seeks to evaluate the causes of corruption in Nigeria and
itsremedies. This has become necessary to sustain our democracy and enhance
development of the country. Greed and desire for ostentatious living are the root
causes of corruption in our society. Lack of strong institutional framework to
fight corruption and bad governance are the reasonsfor the prevalence of the
menace. It recommends the empower ment of anti graft agencies, improved standard
of living and mass awareness campaign to eradicate the menace.
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INTRODUCTION

Today, corruption hasbecomeatopic of discussioninamost every country acrossthe
globe. It can befound everywhere, bothin devel oped and devel oping countries. But the
way and manner inwhich acountry fightsthismenace makesthedifferenceintheleve of
corruption among nations. Some countriestakeit seriously and fight it whole heartedly
whilesomedo nat, either dueto negligence, autocracy or becauseit hasmanifested into
someform of deadly cancer and cannot be removed without devastating consequences
that usually affectsthosewho areintroduceinit. Itisawell known fact that corruptionin
Nigeriaisnot arecent phenomenon. It had existed in the nation since colonial time. It
underminesour democratic ingtitutions, retards economic devel opment and contributesto
the current socio-palitica ingtability.

Thisisso, because corruption attacksthe foundation of democraticingtitutionsin
society by distorting electora process, and creating bureaucratic bottleneckswhose only
reason for existenceisthesoliciting of bribes. Usman (2001) observesthat corruptionis
one of themajor obstaclesto development in Nigeria. No economic growth or political
stability ispossible unlessthe cancer of corruptionistackled and overcome (Usman,
2001). Heaso identifiesthetypesof corruptioninAfricaasbribery, privategain, and
other benefitsto non-existent workersand pensioners (called ghost workers). Ayobami
(2011) assertsthat corruption isfound in the award of contracts, promotion of staff,
dispensation of justice, and misuseof public offices, positions, and privileges, embezzlement
of publicfunds, public books, publications, documents, valuable security and accounts. It
can be systematic in nature and affect thewholelife of asociety.
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Corruption and itsCategorization: Corruption can bedifficult to definesincethereis
no singledefinitionto captureitsmultifariousmanifestationsbecause as Otite (1982), say's
that although the ubiquity of corruption isotherwise acknowledged, its magnitude and
character are defined by different social and cultural contexts and time dimensions.
Therefore, auniversally accepted definition for corruption that will cover thewholefacts
of human behaviour may bedusivebut for practical purposes, wemay providefew working
definitions. TheInternational Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank (2002) describe
corruption as*“the abuse of public officefor privategains’. Public officeisabused for
private gain when an official accepts, solicitsor extortsabribe. Itisalso abused when
private agents actively offer bribes to circumvent public policies and processes for
competitive advantage and profit. Public office can also be abused for personal benefit
evenif no bribery occurs, through patronage and nepotism, the theft of state assetsor
diversion of gaterevenue’. Thelndependent Corrupt Practicesand other rel ated offences
Commission (ICPC) Act 2000 cited by Onimode (2001), maintainsthat corruptionincludes
bribery, fraud and other rel ated offences. Otite (1982) describescorruption as*“thepervasion
of integrity or state of affairsthrough bribery, favour, or moral depravity”. Hewent onto
state that corruption takes place“ when at |east two partieshaveinteracted to changethe
structure or processes of society or the behaviour of functionariesin order to produce
dishonest, unfaithful or defiled situations. According to Usman (2001), corruption means
much morethan public officerstaking bribesand gratification, committing fraud and steding
fundsand assetsentrusted intheir care. Corruption means*the deliberate violations, for
gainful ends, of stlandardsof conduct legdly, professiondly, or even ethicaly establishedin
private and public affairs’. These gains may bein cash, or, kind, or, it may even be
psychological, or political, but they aremadefromtheviolation of theintegrity of an entity
andinvolvethe subversion of itsquality and capacity. It ispossibleto classify corruption
based on size or amount of money involved in the degree of incidence, location or
occurrences, etc. Someof theclassificationsof corruptioninclude:

Grand corruption: Thisoccursat thehighest level of government usually inthe contract
process and involves enormous monetary value. It often impacts heavily on government
budget and growth prospects.

Palitical corruption: Thisinvolvesthe subversion of thepolitical processanditisaimed
primarily at capturing power to determinethe rulesof economic and political engagement.
It also seekselicit pecuniary benefit and isassociated with Grand corruption.

Petty or Bureaucratic Corruption: This one occurs at the level of government
bureaucracy and ofteninvolvesperversion of laid-down rulesof due-process. It usualy
amsat privatemonetary gainthroughwrongful inducementsandillicit paymentsfor rendering
public service. It can be classified as petty corruption because of the small amount of
money involved.

Judicial Corruption: Thisonetakesplacewhenjudicia officersfall short of the standard
of integrity and the course of justiceisperverted for personal gains.

Moral Corruption: Thiscoversall immora behaviour that issocialy unacceptabletothe
generality of people (The Punch, May 2012).
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Itisalso possibletoidentify six different typesor formsof corruptionin Nigeria
based on the parameterscited above.
Looted funds and wealth kept secretly abroad: This type of corruption includes
ownership of coded secret bank accounts abroad from money and property stolenfrom
Nigeria. Looted funds abroad are said to be the most important and most devastating
formof corruptionin Nigeria, asthey account for thehundredsof billionsof dollarsstolen
and stashed abroad by corrupt political and military leadersand officials. Switzerland,
withitstradition of coded secret bank accounts, isone of the safe havensfor theselooted
fundsabroad. They aso existintheform of mansionsworth billionsof dollarsinthemajor
citiesof theworld like London, Paris, New York city, Dubai etc. (Odozi, 2002).
Misappropriation of public funds: Thisincludesembezzlements, |ooting and swindling
of publictreasury. Theseactivitiesare probably related to theform of corruption discussed
above. Themaindistinguishing fegture of thesetheftsof public fundisthat they aresmply
identified asstolen money; their destination isnot only abroad but |ocally based corruption
funds.
Money Laundering: Thisform of corruptionincludesillegal and extra-legal transfer of
fundsacrossinternational bordersby avoiding officia control over suchtransfer, or even
breaching those officia controls.
Gratification: Gratification involved monetary pecuniary materialsor physical favours,
example, sexua relation asareward or condition for performing official duty. Itisalso
called bribeor tip (Odozi, 2002).
Abuseof office: Thisisaform of official corruption by political leadersand public office
holders, in which anincumbent |eader violatesthe oath of office, and debases official
procedure for personal financial and non material gain; for political advantage over
opponents; for obstructing thejusticeaswell asdue processof ruleof law; and for offering
undeserved advantages or favour to self or others.
Nepotismand favoritism: Thisistheact of favouring one person and place another at a
disadvantaged position in acompetitive situation like appoi ntment because of some
considerations. Itisacorrupt practice based on ethnic, clan, family sibling and similar
biologica or primordial relationships(Bello, 2003).

M anifestations of Corruption in Nigeria: Corruption and corrupt practices have
along history in Nigeria. Infact the problem predates Nigeria sindependence. During
the period of Colonial rule, the devel opment of urban centres and monetization of the
economy led tothegrowth of individuaismwhich brought dramatic changesin relationships
and theway of doing things. Theintroduction of indirect rule system and the arbitrary
appointment of rulersby the colonia mastersdestroyed thetraditional values of society
and led to the manifestation of affluencein theliving standard of society. Thenew rulers
started copying the Europeans asthey becameintoxicated with power. In some places
even peoplewith questionabl e character were appointed based on loyalty to the colonial
gtate. Consequently they engaged in abuse and misuse of office, including showing favours
to criminas(Odozi, 2002).
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Inthe pre-independence period, thenationalist who took over fromthecolonidists
exhibited someform of corruption. The Foster-Suttan Commission of inquiry set upto
look into the management of the African Continental Bank owned by the Eastern Region
government indicted Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwein itsreport published on the 16th of January,
1957. The National Council of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC) |leader wasfound guilty of
investing public fundsin thebank inwhich hehad aninterest. Thismadehimtotransfer all
hisrightsand interest in the bank to the Eastern Nigeriagovernment which thenceforth
owned thebank (Tignor, 1981). The Justice Coker Commission of Inquiry intheearly
1960swhich considered the affairs of someWestern Region Government Corporations
indicted somekey actorsof government including Chief Obafemi Awolowo, the Premier
of theWestern Region and leader of theAction Group (AG) party for diverting public
fundsto thetuneof 7,200,000 Poundsfrom the government coffersto thoseof hisprivate
firm, the Nationa Investment and Property Corporation, and alsothediversion of large
sumsof publicfundsintothecoffersof theAction Group. TheWestern Regiona Government
subsequently acquired all the property belonging to thefirm (Tignor, 1981).

Inthe Northern Region, chargesof corruption werelabeled against some native
authority officialsin Bornu, which led the Northern Region government to enact the
customary presentsorder to forestall any further breach of regulations (Tignor, 1981).
Therewere casesof eectora corruption and mal practicesinvolving the use of money to
buy votes, the use of thug and hiring of assass nsto &l iminate opponentsthroughout the
First Republic (1960-1966). Military regimesthat claimed to have cometo power to
eradicate corruption subsequently became more corrupt than the civilian regimesthey
havecometo correct. Despotism, whichinevitably characterizesmilitary regimes, destroyed
the culture of accountability.

A corruption scandal surrounding theimportation of cement engulfed Gowon's
adminigrationinearly 1975. Many officialsof the Defense Ministry and the Central Bank
of Nigeriawereinvolved in the scanda . Some officialswerelater accused of falsifying
ships manifest and inflating the amount of cement to be purchased. Again therewasthe
controversd corruption charges|abeled against some of Gowon'sgovernorsand ministers.
Inparticular werethe sworn affidavitsof Mr. Aper Aku against Governor Joseph Gomwalk
of Benue- Plateau State and Godwin Daboh against federal Commissioner Joseph Tarka.
A situation which may signal acausefor exigent action on corruption. In spiteof al that
Genera Gowon could not discipline hissubordinates (Oyediran and Nwosu, 2005).

Theadminigration of late Generd MurtdlaM uhammad later embarked onreformist
changes. Thegovernment sacked alargenumber of government officialsand civil servants,
many of whom had been criticized for the misuse of power they wielded under Gowon’s
administration. It wasreported that ten out of the twel ve military governorswho served
under Gowon werefound guilty of corruption after investigation by MurtalaMohammad's
adminigtration. Thiswasthe actua beginning of the crusadeagaingt corruptionin Nigeria
Thegenera purgeinthecivil serviceand clean up exercisein the economic sector took
many by surprise (Oyediran and Nwosu, 2005).
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From 1984 t0 1985, acrosssection of politica gladiatorswasconvicted of different
corrupt practices under the government of General Muhammadu Buhari. According to
Ojukwu and Shopeju (2010), the Buhari admini stration established cases of misuse of
public fundsby many politicians of the Second Republic. A good number of themwere
sentenced tojail terms. For instance, the L agos zone of the special military tribunal that
investigated the cases of corruption, charged the three Unity Party of Nigeria(UPN)
governors, Chief Bolalge, Chief Michael Ajasinand Chief Bis Onabanjoof Oyo, Ondo
and Ogun Statesrespectively for corruptly enriching UPN by way of kick back of N2.8
million representing 10% of aN28 million contract sum awarded to Boargues Nigeria
Limited that wasmeant for the construction of abuilding for the Great Nigerialnsurance
Corporation. The lbadan Zone of thetribunal jailed AmbroseAlli, governor of Bendel
Stateand hisCommissioner for Finance, Augustine Omoleyefor collecting kickback from
one Babatunde Adeyemi, Chairman and Managing Director, Hispanic Nigerian Limited
(Ojukwu and Shopeju, 2010).

Theregime of General Ibrahim Babangidais seen asthe body that legalized
corruption in Nigeria, because terms such as settlement and embezzl ement becamethe
order of theday (Oyediran and Nwosu, 2005). On hisassumption of office, hedid not
only rubbish theanti-corruption crusade started by MurtalaMuhammed and intensified by
Muhammadu Buhari’ sadministration, but al so reinstated the dismissed military governors
totheir ranksandreturned dl the property earlier confiscated from them. Hisadministration
refused to give account of the Gulf war oil windfall, whichisestimated to be $12.4 billion.
On30th June, 1991, William Kedling of the Financia TimesMagazinewas deported from
Nigeriaby the Babangida sadministration for investigating and reporting about Gulf war
oil windfal corruption. Later the Pius Okighbo panel reported that the Juntaunder Babangida
squandered the $12.4 billion oil windfall on clearly unproductive venture (Tell February
2006). Nwankwo (2008) reved sthet foreign firmsand governmentscolluded with Nigerian
political elite—military officersand bureaucratsto siphon money out of the country. In
1985, Brain Sledgenore, aBritish Parliamentarian, disclosed how Nigerian officias, with
the convenience of the Johnson Mathew Bank in London, siphoned over Six Billion Naira
infictitiousimports. Thetestimony of Nazir Chinoy, themanaging director of the Bank of
Credit and CommerceInternational (BCCI) to the United States (US) Senate Committee
investigating the corrupt activitiesof thebank followingitscollapsein 1991, revealed how
thebank paid large sumsof money inkickbacksto Nigerian officialsfor servicesrendered.
Babangidaa so single handled theannulment of the June, 12 1993 Presidentia eectionsin
an attempt to cover hismisdeedsand justify hiscontinuousstay in power.

Although theAbacharegime claimed to haveingtituted machinery for prudencein
governance, particularly with the setting up of the Petroleum Special Tax Fund (PTF)
headed by Rtd. General Muhammadu Buhari which had recorded some successesinthe
areaof infrastructure devel opment, the regime was not immune from the syndrome of
corruption. Thedeath of General Abachain 1998, revealed how deep theman and his
associateshave gonein to the ocean of corrupt activities. Infact, theglobal natureof graft
in the country became glaring during that time. For example, French investigations of

International Journal of Economic Development Research and Investment, Vol. 4, No. 1, April 2013 87



bribespai d to government officialsto easetheaward of agasplant consiructionin Nigeria
revededtheglobal leve of officid graftinthecountry. Theinvestigationsled tothefreezing
of accounts containing about $100 million dollars (Ojukwu and Shopeju, 2010). In 2000,
exactly two yearsafter thedeath of General Abacha, aSwissbanking commission report
indicted Swissbanksfor failing tofollow compliance processinalowing family and friends
of thelate Generd, accessto accounts and depositing amountstotaling $600 milliondallars
into the accounts. In the same year, morethan $1 billion dollarswerefound in various
accounts across Europe (Ojukwu and Shopeju, 2010).

The story isnot different under the current democrati c dispensation. Although,
therewereincreased hopes and rising expectationsthat the return to democraticrulein
1999 after along period of Military administration will improvethewell-being of the
Nigerian people, but soon these expectations and hopes of Nigerianswereturned into
oblivion because of the seemingly unsatisfactory performancesof Civilianrulersright from
thetimeof Chief Olusegun Obasanjo up to the present administration of president Goodluck
Jonathan. Chief Obasanjo re-started the crusade agai nst corruption onthereturnto civil
rule. In 2000, he established | ndependent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC) and
later in 2003 he created the Economic and Financia Crimes Commission (EFCC).

Although the EFCC must be given some kudos for its recorded successesin
prosecuting the likes of TafaBal ogun, Bode George and others, along list of yet to be
concluded or abandoned cases still abound. The cases against someformer governors,
James Ibori, JoshuaDariye, AliyuAkweDoma, Chimaroke Nnamani and Adamu Muazu
etc. aredtill freshin our memories. Also, the shoddily handling of the N40 billion cases
againgt former speaker, Dimeji Bankole and hisdeputy Usman Bayero Nafadaleft much
to beanswered (L eadership June 6, 2011). Earlier on, Chief Obasanjo had been accused
of usng theEFCC asapolitical wespon to deal with hisopponentswhileallowing many
of hissupportersor those of his party, the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) to perpetuate
corruption and go scot free.

TheHaliburton scanda isonegood example. Whereasthe United States succeeded
in prosecuting her culprit citizensinthe scandal, in Nigeriathe EFCC haslost the casein
which high profile Nigerianswereinvolved. Look at the caseof power sector probein
the House of Representatives, those who wereindicted in the probe became governors.
Thescandd that followed theinvestigation of thefud subsidy fund leadingtothearrest and
detention of the Chairman of the House Committeeon fuel subsidy Hon. Faruk Lawal is
alsoglaring. Lawal whoinitially alleged to have come under severe pressurefrom the
indicted Oil marketers, waslater to be embroiledin the US$3million bribery scandal that
exposed hiscommittee sreport to publicridicule.

Lawal later admitted collecting $620,000 from Otedola. Thismarked the climax of
the corruption regimein Nigeriawhere even those charged with the task of fighting the
menace are not immune from the syndrome. Another caseisthat of the Police pension
fund scam. Therewastherevel ation that aPermanent Secretary inaFedera ministry who
wasinvolvedinthe scam wasa so caught with over N2billion cashin hispossession. Only
recently that the FCT High Court sittinginAbujafound Mr. John Yakubu Yusuf guilty of
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embezzling over N38billion meant for the payment of retireesof the Nigerian Police
Force. Hewas sentenced to two yearsimprisonment or an option of N500,000.00fines,
whichhepaid. But dueto thegenera public condemnation of thejudgement, the House of
Representatives had on 31st January, 2013 ordered the EFCC to appeal thejudgement
(Vanguard Feb 2, 2013). Againthereis the stupendousallegationsof misappropriation of
fundsand abuse of officemadeagaingt the Director Genera of the Securitiesand Exchange
Commission (SEC), AnumaOteh, which led tofiery exchangesand counter-accusations
between Oteh and her accuser-Herman Hembe, the chairperson of the House of
Representatives Capital Market and | nstitutions Committee that investigated the poor
performance of theequitiesMarket. (The GuardianApril, 2012). It wason that notethat
the House demanded for theimmediateremoval of Eteh asDG of SEC. Therefusd by the
FG toremove Eteh madethe Houseto award zero all ocation to SEC in the 2013 budget.

CAUSESAND REMEDIESOF CORRUPTION INNIGERIA
Inidentifying thefactorsthat promoted corruptionin Africa, Encarter (2005) hasattributed
thefollowing practicestothe flagrant corruptionlingeringinthird world countriesincluding
Nigeria
Culture or Cultural practices: Culture is something we learn through our social
processes. It defineswhat wegrow upto consder asimmora. Throughthesocia processes
wedevelop our valuesand beliefs. Becoming corrupt inthird world countriesisalmost
very easy because morality isrelaxed in society and most of thetime people strugglefor
surviva without assistancefrom the State. An exampl e of culturethat encouragescorruption
isthe“spraying” of money at partiesor marriageand buria ceremonies. Accordingto Bola
(2009), the Nigerian cultureisafertileground for corruption. Giving giftsto clientsand
othersfor servicesrendered, or, asashow of gratitudeisnormal in society. Intraditional
society, gift itemswerefarm produce. Today, politiciansnow play some of theroles of
clientsand gift withmoney. Vaue systemwhich hasbecome part of theculturehasagrest
influence on corruptionin Nigeriasuch that society doesnot check the background of rich
individuds
Greed and ostentatiouslifestyle: Thisfactor isalso influenced by culture. Our culture
encouragesgreed and selfishness. Peoplein high placesareworshiped and not subjected
to thenormal due processesthat isobtainablein other cultures. How you accumulate
wealthisof no consequence. Thewedl thier you are the more honour is bestowed onyou.
Becauseour society isinlovewith ostentatiouslifestyle, peopledel veinto corrupt practices
tofeed thelifestyleand embraceastyleof public deazeandlack of decorum. Thepolitical
environmentin Nigeriaissuch that elitesor wesdlthy citizensare abovethelaw and can buy
their way inor out of any situation. Wesalthy citizensmay resort to deazein order togain
power and protect their interest. Once awesal thy man comesup in society, heisinstantly
givenachair of fame and honour to the extent that chieftaincy titlesawait him whereever
he goes. The churchesand mosqueshail him and awaysgive him recognition and honour.
They pray for him. TheMachiavellian principleof the“end justifiesthemeans” manifest
itsdf inthispart of theworld. All these are common practicesin Nigeriawhich aretheroot
causesof corruption.
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Poor reward system: Nigeriaisoneof thepoorest paying countriesintheworld. Thisis
acountry wherethereisno man-hour value aseconomic reward. Also even the monthly
meager saary isnot evenregular in some placesthereby giving roomfor workersto make
ends meet by compromising their dutiesto meet up with the exigencies of their daily
obligation. Thefear of not getting gratuity and pension on time after retirement makes
some public servantsto engagein corruption in an attempt to amasswealth and kept in
bank accounts or acquires some property.

Lack of stronginstitutionsto deal with corruption issues. Thelukewarm attitude of
theofficerscharged with enforcing thelawsand brings probity hasrather aided corruption.
Thelegidature, judiciary, Police, law enforcement agentsand other public officid ssometime
treat cases of corruption with laissez-faire and lackadaisical attitude especially if such
offenceinvolveshighly placed andinfluentia persons. All theinvestigations of corrupt
practicesin Nigeria, both public and private, aswell asthose by Nationa Assembly and
eventhe State A ssembliesin most ingtancesfizzle out. Someof therecent examplesinclude
the PTDFinvestigations, Senator Niagara sscandals, Energy sector probe by the National
Assembly, murder of Chief Bolelge, and the ongoing scanda surrounding the Fudl subsidy
probeetc. Eventhe EFCC and | CPC are not immuneto the Nigerian syndrome because
thetwo anti graft agencieshave been severally accused of selectivetrialsor beenused to
witch hunt politica opponentswhilegovernment supporterscontinueto loot. For example
all the casesof corruption against some of theformer State Governorsare being frustrated
by the authority. Nigeria'sgeneral election useto be one of the most corrupt systems of
election worldwide. Party officids, INEC officid sand the policeincluding the el ectorate
areeasy prey for compromiseoncethey are‘ settled’ (Nwankwo, 2008).

Lack of accountability and transparency: If people are not required to account for
their stewardship corruption will flourish. Thereislikelihood that their authority will have
no limit. Nosa(2009) observesthat in Nigeriasomeof the public corporationslike Power
Holding Company of Nigeria (PHCN) and the NigeriaNational Petroleum Corporation
(NNPC) havenever published their audited accounts despitethefact that itisaduty they
owethecitizens. The problemisthat those who are supposed to enforce the requirement
for such corporationsto produce audited accounts are the same peoplewhose hands are
inthetill. All government ministries and organizations lack atransparent system of
administration. Thebiggest corruption deterrent iswhen civil servants, ministriesand all
senior management in government corporationsknow that they areunder scrutiny. Many
journaistshave been detained in Nigeriafor reporting theobvious. Nigeriadoesnot belong
to group of countriesthat recogni zeindependent externd indtitutionsthat investigate cases
of corruption. Again, noneimplementation of budget by the governmentisaseriousproblem
that encourages corruption and breach the principle of accountability.

TradeRestrictions: Thisisgovernment induced sourcesof rent seeking corruption. The
restrictionsonimportation of foreign automobilesareexamplesof how government officids
and politicians can make quick money viarent seeking corruption.
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Government subsidies: When government all ocates scarce resourcestoindividuasand
firmsusinglegd criteriacther thantheability or willingnessto pay, corruptionislikely tobe
theresult. Corruption canthriveunder industria policiesthat alow poorly tergeted subsidies
to be appropriated by firmsor entrepreneursfor which they are not targeted. In Nigeria
we havethe example of the petroleum industry subsidy that hasbeen lingering over the
yearsand which hasbeen amajor sourceof corruptioninthe country. For instance, at the
wakeof the oil subsidy probe by the National Assembly, it wasdiscovered that in 2011,
the country paid subsidy on 59 million litres of petrol per day when the actual daily
consumptionwas 35 millionlitres (LeadershipApril, 2011). Sincethegreatest obstacleto
the devel opment of Nigerian Sateistraceableto corruption, itisonly onmora regeneration
that we canfind solutiontoit and suchisimperativeif the country isto makeany meaningful
progressinthe21st century. However, someof themeasuresnecessary to convert corruption
include:
Social Transformation: A total changein education of the publicisanecessary factor in
socia transformation. Asobserved by Ojukwu and Shopeju (2010), thereisneed for
reformation, orientation and re-orientation of the mindsand heartsof Nigerians, for them
to seethat corruption isthe enemy of development”. Inthisregard all schools should
return to the teaching of the moral education to empower children with the spirit of
stewardship, whileadultsliveexemplary lives, reflecting truth, kindness, dignity of |abour
andintegrity.
Enforcement of Anticorruption Law: Itisvery unfortunate that corruption has come
to stay inthiscountry because everywhereisinfested with themenace. Thisislargely due
to thefact that anti-corruption law isnot often enforced. Here, wemeanthelaw should be
enforcedtoitsfullest and without fear or favour. The | CPC and EFCC Actshave stipul ated
thetypesof punishmentsto be applied against thosefound guilty of corrupt practices. But
sometimesbecause of lega restrictions, theanti graft agenciesfind it difficult to apply the
law. The National Assembly should make alegidation empowering the EFCC to enforce
appropriate punishments against the offenders. In addition, we should support the
introduction of capita punishment inthefight against corruptioninNigeria

According to theformer EFCC Chairman, MrsFaridaWaziri the application of
capital punishment will solvethe problems of corruptionin Nigeria. She stated that, if
sometwenty (20) high profile offendersaretried and sentenced to death, thiswill send
shock wavesto Nigerians and curb both the impunity and intolerable preval ence of
corruption in Nigeria (Nwankwo, 2008 and Ayobami, 2011). Although some people
disagreed with theformer EFCC’'sBossgiving thelogicthat informed asmilar actionin
Ghanaby itsformer ruler J. J. Rawlings. But giventhefact that it isnow globaly established
that Nigeria, therich-poor country inAfrica, iswasting itsresources, the Rawlings solution
to corruption could beaway out. The problemwith thedirect Rawlingssolutionisthat it
wouldinvolveamilitary coup, whichisnot what isbeing suggested here. But based on
empirica evidencesof how Ghanahas benefitted from the Rawlingssol utionto corruption
onecanrecommendittoNigeriainacivilianform. Aboveadl, theongoing transformations
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inTunisia, Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Syriaand other countriesshould serve aslessonsto us.
Therefore, it iseither we adopt the Rawlings' solution through the civilized processas
suggested by Waxziri, or we may face something worseinthe near future.

I mprovement on thegeneral condition of living: Theimprovement of the socio political
and economic conditions of the people of Nigeriaisanother weagpon against corruptionin
thesociety. Thereisevery hopethat the multiplying effectsof thisimprovement will reduce
the tendency of public servantsto demand and take bribes and get involved in other
corrupt practices. It will equally reducetherateof poverty inthecountry that hasfor some
timeincreased therateof crimeand socia vices. Tothisend, wecal on Nigerianstoalow
good peopleoccupy position of authority particularly on eection matters. Thiswill enhance
the process of good governancein the country. Becausethe preva ent rate of corruptionin
the country wasadirect effect of theineptitude of theleadership. Thisfact wasreiterated
by Rtd. Gen Muhammadu Buhari who observed that the corrupt, inept and insensitive
leadership inthe past years have been the source of immorality and impropriety inour
society (Ojukwu and Shopeju, 2010).

CONCLUSION

To some peopl e Corruption has become the commonest feature of lifein Nigeria. From
what we have discussed, thisassertion isnot far from truth. Evidences abound to show
that, Nigeriaisfar from achieving successin the crusade against corruption despitethe
presenceof theanti graft agencieslike EFCC and ICPC in additionto the NigeriaPolice.
Thisisdueto the preva ence of some practicesthat promote corruptioninthecountry. The
menace had continued toimpact negativey onthecountry’sdevel opment and it hasbecome
aserious stumbling block in the process of nation building and entrenchment of virile
democracy in Nigeria. Someof the adverse effects of corruption on socia and economic
development include: diversion of devel opment resourcesfor private gain; misall ocation of
talent; lost tax revenue; negativeimpact on quality of infrastructure and public services,
and slowing of economic growth. To really addressthe problem of elite corruptionin
contemporary Nigerian society theissuesof moraity must betaken serioudy. The prosperity
of acountry dependsonthemora disposition of itspeople. Every society must be organi zed
around mord principlesasitsfoundation. Theseincludethe principlesof honesty, integrity,
atruism, and selflessservice.
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