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ABSTRACT

Prior to the coming of the Europeans to Africa, Africans were happy and had an
acceptabl e medium of communication and administration, no matter how savage
and obscure it was and would be described. The partitioning of Africa under the
guise of bringing Christianity and civilization by European (Colonialism) and
the conscription of our able bodied men to work in their plantations laid the sad
foundation for our woes. The continent in spite of its manifest and latent potential s
have continued to lag behind in the scheme of development, economically and
politically, asit isbedeviled with legion of crisisranging frompolitical instability,
poverty, maladministration, high rate of infant mortality, serial unemployment
and low life expectancy among others. This review opined that all the hydra-
headed problems threatening the extinction of the continent is not and was not
caused by Africans themselves rather by Europe and America who continue to
interfere, proffer and prescribe policies and solutions that are alien to African
problems. Hence, enforcement of Corporate Social Responsibility among
multinational s and resistance to military aids and assistance among others can
go a long way in repositioning Africa’s pride of place in the global habitat.
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INTRODUCTION

AccordingtoAjayi (1993), Adolf Hitler onceremarked that though * M en can be befuddled,
the heaven cannot bebribed” . Thisisaxiomatic becausetruth remainscongtant andintel ligent
men cannot fail to noticeit whenever itisseen andtold. The persisting and seemingly
intractable problems bedeviling the continent of Africa among others include
Maladministration, nation building, rural poverty, urban unemployment, decay of social
ingtitutions, crisisof governance and other sundry problems, could betraced substantially
totheevil of davetrade, Colonialism and Neo-ColonialismAccording toAjayi (1993).
Africahasbeen thetheatre of sustained savagery perpetrated by European conquerors,
davedealersand Colonia plunders.

Africaismarked by crimesvisited onher by imperidists, uptill now her potentidities
arerestricted by under devel opment which istypified by both debt trap and theinequitable
termsof trade and economic opportunitieswhich conspireto hold the continent down.
Africaremainsan object of charity and apawn of international diplomacy (Ajayi, 1993).
The continent isseparated from Europe by atiny strip of water and land whilethecultura
gulfsbetween the duo continents are enormous asthe rel ationship between itspeopleis
marred by mutual suspicion, if not outright antagonism (Akomolafe, 1994). A European
seesAfricaasan unfathomable mystery whilean African seesEuropeasan opaguemirror,
asort of optica illusion, themoreyoulook thelessyou see. Colonialism and davery play
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abigrolein thismutual relationship and misunderstanding and sadly enough scholars
continually distort African history to depict the sorry state of the continent (Akomolafe,
2006). Africanswerelivingintotal bal lands, wherethe most rudimentary technologies
wereyet to be discovered. Naked men and women incapable of thought which have
nothing to do with food, sex, were swinging from treetop to treetop, eating wild berries
and rodents. Europeans on the other hand, were at the pinnacle of civilization, arts, and
sciencesblossomed. Peoplewerelivingin mansonswith al modern amenities. Europeans
took advantage of the less endowed members of the human race with the pretext of
hel ping them get out of thewood to pillage, improvised and further relegatethemtothe
background and compounding their plights (Akomolafe, 1994).

Many Africanstoday still see Europeand Americaasaparadise on earth courtesy
of Colonial education and massive western propagandawhich supportsthisassertions
and distortions. John Wayne and James Bond movies of the 1980sand 1990sweregreat
toolsin portraying these historical misconceptionsabout Europe and America. Africa's
problemsaremajorly caused by external influencesand blended with thefact that most
Africanshavelogt confidenceinthemselvesaswell asahilities. They havejoined forcesat
theexternd level totrampleontheir cultura values, norms, traditions, beliefsamong other.
Thissiudy therefore addressesAfrica sunderdevel opment asanissue of externd influence.

AFRICA INPERSPECTIVE

Thecontinent of Africaishomogenousintermsof historical experiences. Theseexperiences
vary acrossthe continent. Africahas suffered severally from colonia domination and
exploitation. Savetrade had been more associ ated with African continent than any other
continent. Theseindicesif properly examined and explored should serve asaunifying
factor, but it isunfortunate that col onialism has generated more than enough problemsfor
independent Africa(Umozurike 2000). Countrieswith common colonia history tend to
cooperateand areawaysin opposition and with grave suspicion of other French colonized
countries. Pre-colonial history inAfricaisfraught with storiesof kingdoms, empiresand
states, each competing for supremacy with segmentary societies. Pre-colonia African
societieswere predominantly agrarian and pastoral in nature with theleast technol ogical
endowmentsand drive, but, with adevel oping system of inter-staterelations. Theprocess
of occupation of Africawasaflagrant attack onthe sovereignty of independent traditional
African States(Alli, 1995). Unarguably, whether Africansliveunder monarchical, despotic
or democraticrulersor regimes, they werenot or arenot to be deprived of their sovereignty
over their possession because of their unbelief, Since sovereignty isapositive matter, and
unbelief isamatter of divinelaw, which cannot annul positivelaws.

Worthy of mentioning, isthefact that whatever position Europeiscanvassing for
inAfrica, therewas hardly no part of the continent that was under thejurisdiction of a
sovereign and or recognized ruler asthiswas demonstrated when the act of occupation
and conqguest and colonialismwasvigorously resisted by thelocal people. Thiswasa
direct affront onthem asthey viewed it asan infringement on their fundamental human
right. Acquisition of territory evenwithinthenormsof traditional law ought to bebased on
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clearly defined rules(Boden, 1990). The occupation of Africawasimmediately followed
by davery and davetrade. The phenomenon of davetrade had grave consequencesfor
the continent. Colonialism and davetrade, thelatter long abolished but theformer, the
memory and its negative impact has continued to hunt the continent politically and
economically. The Continent istill grappling with the soretaste of Neo-Colonialismas
actions, policiesand all the decision making machinery of al African statesarelargely
being determined by outside influences, (EUROPEAND AMERICA). Year inyear out,
Africaisrepatriating in excessof US$100hillion dollarsto European and American banks
and governments. That is, interest payment alone on the debt Africais supposed to owe
(Akomolafe, 2006). Many countries are using more than half of their entire budget for
debt servicing, even at the height of severefamine.

Theonly thing we hear is obscene claimsthat Europeansare aiding Africans.
Euro-Americagovernment claim Africaowesover US$500billion, thebig questionto be
asked hereisthat, wherein Africado we have projectsworth that much? Or areweto
believethat corruption and bad government alone have swallowed that mind boggling
amount?African nationsare prodded into war of death and destruction, fromwhich their
citizens may continue to bear the consequences. The display of the results of these
devastationsisontelevisionsand the legacy of West geo-political strategiesaredying
children and starving population (Akomol afe, 1994). American officialsboasted in an
Augustissueof TIME Magazinethat warsand the perennid conflictsinAfricaorchestrated
by Europe and Americawerenot to ensurethat onesidetriumph over theother, but just to
turn brothers against brothers, so that peoplewill continueto livewretched lives. (Allen
1989). Based on thispremise, it can beinferred that oneway the colonial mastersuseto
gain advantage of the African society isby setting up one society or agroup within one
society against another. When they succeed to split them apart, the same peoplewill turn
back to play themediator role hypocritically. Several casesabound. For instance, thetrue
reason for Libya spredicament may not bethat thelate Col. Mummah Gaddafi had over
governed Libyansneither will it be unconnected with the fact that the late Gaddafi had
tenacioudy resisted every attempt from all quartersto exploit the natural resourcesof his
country.

ORIGIN OFAFRICA UNDER-DEVELOPMENT

Over theyears, European governments and their collaborators (multi-national) have
continued to undermineAfricaand treat every of its problemswith utter levity. With the
state of the artsmediaof communication, they blow issuesout of proportion. Whenthey
talk about dictatorship and corrupt government, don’ t they know weknow they arefooling
us?Whoingal and maintain thesedictatorsin power inAfrica?Who providesthetraining?
Who paysthe bribesand where are they takento and kept? How many timesdid France,
Belgian and American troopsinterveneto thwart the effortsto topple M obutu of former
Zaire?How many timeshave Western secret agenciesorganized coupsinAfrica? Whatever
vicesthat isravaging African continent today arewhat were passed to African leadersby
their colonial masterswho themselveswerenot coming toAfricawith themindto develop
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itinthetruest sense of development. The murderousregimesthat daughtered Rwandans
werein cohort with the French and Belgian governments. Thetroopsweretrained and
armed by European nations. When the rebel swanted to take over Kigali, the capital,
French paratroopersintervened and stopped them. What it meansisthat, without French
intervention, haf amillion Rwandansmight still bealivetoday. Former French President,
FrancoisMitterand once said that France has stopped organizing and financing coupsin
Africa(Browne, 2011). Hedid not tell ustheuntold hardship France, Americaand European
intervention has caused and istill causing the continent. Thecrisisinthehorn of Africa
today, particularly in Somaliawhere the quest for power hasresulted into aconflict of
unimaginable proportion resulting in the near absence of an organized government and a
failed state scenario, whereterrorism, hostage taking, kidnapping and sundry other vices
aretheorder of theday. Thisisto say theleast about how Europe underdevel oped Africa
(Meredith, 2006).

Inanarticleentitled “ Africaand theWorld” Browne (2011) notesthat African
Nationshavinglost their sovereignrightsto chart an economic and political Blueprint for
their future, havefallen hook lineand sinker to theanticsof Europeand Americaled IMF
and World Bank. TheWorld Bank and IMF now managesvirtually al the economiesof
African nations. Their expertsare busy prescribing puerile economic solutionsaswestern
politiciansarebusy shouting themsel veshoarse onthe best palitica track for the continent.
Some of these solutionsare proffered by peoplewho know next to nothing about Africa.
Western style of democracy has been promoted to praxislevel and touted asthe cureto
al solutionsto Africa sailments. It does not matter if these systemsand institutionsare
failingin Europe, Africamust adopt them, even when Europeisbecoming apathetic about
their political system. Itisanicething to havedemocracy.

Western styled democracy isworkingin Europe and Americaand they aretrying
to export it wholesaeto Africanot taking into cognizance, thefact that, Europeand Africa
do not havethe same socio-politica history whiledemocratic structuresand institutions
aretoo expensveto maintain by theaready impoverished African nations. Already, Greece
sovereign defaultisimminent, thiscould ignitereaction engulfing Italy, Spain and Portugdl.
Already growthin England, Franceand Germany isnear zero while Banksin Europeare
experiencingacriticd liquidity crunch (Dayo, 2012). Thejust concluded e ectionsin France
whichtheincumbent president, Nicolas Sarkozy, wastrounced by socidist Sandard bearer;
FrancoisHollandeisanother sour point. Hewasvoted out because of the downturninthe
economy occas oned by the high rate of unemployment in the country, whileblaming the
poor economic run on the suggishness of the global economy (Tracy, 2012). Thisisthe
same system Europeand Americaisdaily lecturing usto accept hook, lineand sinker.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS
Theglobal economic recessionwhichisblowing likeawhirlwindisno respecter of any
nation devel oped or devel oping. Weare poor inAfricanot becauseweare poorly endowed;
wearesimply poor because our human and materia resourcesare being mismanaged by
Foreigners. Europe and Americashould spare usall thelecturesthey aregiving us, they
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should wait and keep their unsolicited advice until whenweask for it. If at all thereisany
problem, itisAfricansthat can solvether problems. ItishightimeAfricastopped mimicking
their historic aggressors, we should start thinking new thoughts, start dreaming new dreams
and should take much pridein the va ueswith which wewere brought up and taught. Same
should be bequeathed to our children. Africacannot be taken seriously aslong aswe
continuetoimitate others. For Africansto get out of thewood politically and economicaly,
shemust resst Europeand Americainthefollowing aress:

Resist military aidsand assistance: It will berecalled that the cold war was not fought
inAfrica, butit wasand till very hot in placeslike Somalia, Ethiopia, Angola, Democratic
Republic of Congo and others bugged down by oneform of conflict or the other. This
depictsthe negativelegacies of western ideol ogical wars, theentire continent ismilitarize
and flooded with armsand ammunitionswheninthereal sense, thereisnotangiblearms
industry inAfrica(Akomolafe, 2004).

Resist the idea of being bombarded with foreign cultural values: In this regard,
African cultureisamost extinct.

Enforcement of Corporate Social Responsibility among multinationals. Every
multi national corporation doing businessin Africamust be madeto account to the people
through the provision of infrastructureasamark of their corporate socia responsibility.

African leaders should be bold enough to ask their American and European
counterpartsto makereparation: Every stolen, misapplied, misappropriated African
money, assetsand otherwise must bereturned with acorresponding interest, whileAfricans
must evolveitsown political and economic systemto beintandemwith therealities of
African culture and valueswithout any interferencefrom Europeand America.

REFERENCES

Ajayi, J. F.A. (1993). The Philosophy and History of the Crusade for Reparation. Paper presented at
thefirst Pan- African Conference.

Alli, W. O. (1995). African American and US Policy. Nigerian Journal of International Affairs. 21(1),
247-249.

Allen, A. (1989). Africa Devastated. Time Magazine, August 10th, p.33.

Akomolafe, F. (2006). Europe Dependence on Africa. Gent, Belgium: West View Press.

Akomolafe, F. (1994). TheAfrican Crisisnot afunction of African’s Character, but of OutsideInfluence.
A Paper Presented at the Workshop on the treasure, Belgium.

Boalen, A. (1990). General History of Africa: Africa under Colonial domination Vol. vii. Paris:
UNESCO.

Browne, B. (2011). A continent marginalized. The Nations Newspaper, August 14, p.18

Browne, B. (2011). Africa and the World. The Nations Newspaper, February 10, p.7

Dayo, M. (2012). When Elections Changes Economic Order. The Nations Newspaper, May 12th, p.9.

Meredith, M. (2006). State of Africa. London: Simon and Schuster.

Tracy, M. (2012). Sarkozy: 1s This The End? The Nations Newspaper, May 6th, p. 9 and 64.

Umozurike, V. O. (2000). International law and Colonialism, Enugu: Mwanife Publishers.

Umozurike, V. O. (2000). Self determination in international law. London: African Press.

International Journal of Economic Development Research and Investment Vol 3 No. 3, Dec. 2012 81



