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ABSTRACT

This study examines Political Consciousness and Rural Development in
Nigeria, adopting Kingdom's Tripple-Sreams Model in the Study of Azumini
Ndoki Community in Abia State. A sample of 172 respondents is randomly
selected from Azumini Ndoki community and structurally interviewed based
on the devel opment interventions in the community as well as their levels of
political participation. Data obtained are presented on tables and charts
and arranged in percentage. Smple statistical and quantitative methods
are used for analysis of the data obtained and judgment drawn based on
simple polemics within the frame and logic of the theoretical framework of
Kingdom (1995). The major finding is that the rural people do not receive
sufficient level of political orientation being reason why the rural areasin
Nigeria have not witnessed sufficient level of development. It argues that
Rural Development istangential to the political consciousness of the people.
The research recommends emphasis on civic education and civil rights
orientation for the rural people rather than piecemeal development
interventions. Instead of progressive humanitarian projectsand interventions,
government and private organizations should train the rural dwellers to
understand the political statuesque of the State where they belong and
understand the rights and privileges therein as well as understand how to -
build social formations at the grassroots level.

Keywords: Rural Development, Political Participation, Political Culture,
Rural Palitics, Palitical Consciousness, Azumini.

INTRODUCTION

Nations and States acrossthe world have taken on one new form of government or
theother; one new style of State administration or the other. Thistrend becamemore
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significant shortly after the upsurge of global unity which hasto dowith theformation
of auniform global government on the back of United Nations (which cameinto being
shortly after the Second World War) and subsequent formation of other regional,
continental andinternational bonds and partnershipsamong States.

Consequent upon this global unity, nations of the world have learnt new
governance strategiesand are beginning tointegrate among themsel vesto createcities
and new Stateswith which to pursue corporate agenda. Nations of theworld, inthe
lineof thisnew spirit of globa devel opment have mastered the act of coalitioninthe
name of regional and continental organizationsto cause awidespread development.
Beforethisperiod, “therewas, onthe one hand, the growing rivary betweenthe US
and the Soviet Union, and on the other hand, the proliferation of newly independent
Third World nations’, (Randall and Theobald, 1985). Thisisin linewithwhat Karl
Marx (1859) describesas* socia consciousness - aradical upheaval and disorder of
existing social orientation and adrastic re-ordering of the statuesqueto introduce
development. Thisisoneway through which devel opment can be congtituted.

Similar eventsfeatured prominently in previouscenturies precisaly during the
eraof global Industrial Revolution of the early 19" century aswell astechnological
revolution of the 20th century. Thesetwo events‘rapidly’ improved ‘ productivity’
(Jensen, 1993) on one hand and gave room for amore robust market structure and
high-level competitivenesson the other hand. Thisisdevelopment. Thisunfettered
influence of drastic changein order and structure of governancefrom the political
spherewasreferredto as’ creative destruction’ (Schumpeter, 1950) of the political
system and further establishment of aworkablestructurewhichisanecessary attribute
of socia cum politica existenceacrosstheglobe. If asystem remainsunperturbed and
sequestered, thereisanear evidence and tendency for it to bemoribund and for it to
looseevery senseof itsexistence.

In essence, it becomesimportant thereforeto notethat constant inversion of
new cultures, structures, traditionswithin the systemto reshuffletheway inwhich the
systemispositioned isgermaneto the human society in order to occasion periodic
change and development in the society. Thisassumption evidently formsthe bedrock
for political change and development campaigns. This constant and necessary
refurbishment of the political system comfortably creates condition for anew lease of
lifeto bedrafted into the socia system, making government institutions, machineries
and agenciestolink up with acommon stream of action towards devel opment. Upon
the above assumption for devel opment, ashas been proven through historic experiences
which stretched up to modern era, comes the question: what factors motivate
development intherural areas? Are such factorsfeasibly practicable?|sthelevel of
consciousnessof onesdlf (or apeopleliving within samepolitica geography) regarding
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his(or their) political spacetangential to the nature of development in that particular
area?Inthat light, it becomesimportant to x-ray certain tangentsto devel opment asit
pertainsto therura enclave on the one hand and secondly examine how the conscious
level of apeopleregarding their politica environmentsand engagementscan contribute
to devel opment on another hand. Thisresearch shall narrow down several factors
within theframework of rural society of Azumini Ndoki community of Abia State
whichisthedirect focusof thisinvestigation. Not so many scholarshaveeva uated and
considered the concept of rural development outs dethe modelsof infrastructureand
mercantileundertakings. Very little effortshave been made at garnishing the academic
library with devel opment imperativesof political orientation and consciousnesswith
relationtoitscontribution to rural development.

However, the general objectiveof thisstudy isto examinetheleve of impact
which political consciousnessof apeople can haveontheir levelsof development.
Specificdly, thisstudy shall establishwhether or not thepeopleinrura areasinNigeria
(withfocusonAzumini community located in AbiaState of Nigeriaasacase study)
can achievegenerd development if their sense of consciousnesstowardstheir political
spaceisadvanced by affirmative actionsand other legitimate meansof participation.

Problem of Pseudo Development I ntervention in theRural Areas

Human lifeismoreabundant in therural areaas dtatisticsrecord that morethan 70%
of theNigerian populationisfoundintherura area. Thiscontrastswiththeredlity of
thefact that basic social sustenance and amenitiesareonly cited in the urban areas
wherelessnumber reside. Evidently, none of therural devel opment agenciesowned
either by the government or non-governmental organizations havetheir head offices
locatedintherura area. All therural devel opment projectsand programsare hawked
intotherurd areafromthe urban areaswherethe heedquartersof the operating agencies
arelocated and fromwherethey designintervention programs. Evidently, rura programs
devel oped by these urban-based agenciesarelaced with urban demographics, logic
and models. This creates a question regarding how factual these researches and
interventionsinto rura areasare. Scholarshave commonly agreed that thereisgenerd
problem of underdevelopment intherura area, especialy insub-SaharanAfrica. This
reality hasgivenriseto ahost of other factors such asrural-urban migration, poverty,
frustration, child abuse, teenage pregnancy among others. Inthe midst of consistent
interventionsand human development initiativesparticularly targeted at therurd aress,
why do we have reasonable level of underdevelopment in rural Azumini Ndoki
Community?Why arerura areasnot homefor better facilitiesand amenities?Why is
theliving standard and individua survivability reasonably dimintherura area? Why
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dorura areasnot share parity in capital projects, capital install ationsand budgetary
provisionswiththeurban areasin Nigeria? Theseand more causesof enquiry formthe
bedrock for thisstudy.

Poalitical Consciousness

Political consciousnessisthewaveof orientation that influences* peopl€e sfreewill and
ability to generateinformed thoughtsand makerationa decisions’ (Akinbile, 2008)
regarding their political space. These setsof ‘thoughts' and therightsto embark upon
‘rationd’ decision making processare however protected by the congtitution and every
man born within the republic has hisrightsand privilegesto shareand expresshis
opinions. Theserightsand privileges are solidly moored on and protected by the
constitution which isthe grund normof theland and theindividual hastheright to
utilize samewithout legal restrictions’ (Malami, 2012). Political consciousnessisa
product of political communication and political synergy. Asnoted by Littlejohn and
Foss(2002), “communication ismost persuasive, important and compl ex aspects of
humanlife’. Itsuseand efficacy isboundlessand, in every case, unpredictable. This
informsthefact that political consciousnessborrows strength from diverse channels
provided by political communication mechanism. Itsdevelopment largely dependson
thetraditiona mediaandtheir creative abilitiesto reach largeaudience (Edgal, 2008).

Littlewonder variouspolitical ingtitutionscarry out advocacy activitiesand
affirmative actionswith the use of mass mediaand communication platformsin order
to protect, sell and advancetheir political ideologiesfor public acceptance. Political
consciousnessintroducesanew regimeof self-conviction regarding certain political
events. It creates avariant of understanding about one's political system which
occasionally launchesadrivefor betterment and devel opment. Evidently, political
consciousness climaxesto the point at whichit bringsthe ethnic nationditiesthat make
up aStatetogether in order to occasion equa opportunitiesfor them and they will be
abletoforgecommon understanding” (Akinbile, 2008) towardsajust and socio politica
system.

Going deeper however, it will benecessary to establish thefact that the extent
and reachability of thedevelopment withinasystemistangentid totheextent of political
consciousnessforged by unity of action, purpose and pursuit. Thisimpliesthat the
efficacy of political communication towardsadevel opment-oriented consciousNessis
tied to theahility of the peopleto uniteto solve generic problems. Thisconsciousness
which comesupto unitethe peoplehd psthemto articulatetheir problems, withrelative
recommended solutions. Political consciousness createstraction for problem-solving
initiativesthrough group actions. Seriesof massmovementsand protestshave produced
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offshootsof globa paliciesintheareaof globa warming and climate change, nuclear
energy management, toxic wastedisposa among other factorsthat have plagued human
existenceincluding epidemicsand terrorism. So, government’sattentionisdrawnto
depressive situations and problems of the peoplewhen they, in unity champion their
problemsin aconsciousand el egant fashion.

Political consciousnessdefinesthepolitical behaviour and political cultureof
the people. Almond and Verba (1963) identify three categoriesof political cultureviz:
participatory, subject and parochial. It holdsthat the level of demandsthe people
make from the government is determined by the political culture. A peoplewhose
political cultureisparochial; apeoplewho arevirtudly ill-informed about the State
system will have no benefit from the government. If a people do not have full
consciousnessregarding what they deserve, what their rightsand privilegesare, they
will not know what to ask from the government and how to make such demands.

The Concept of Development: World View vsRural View

The concept of development bares astrong weight when it comesto definition. It
witnessesvariants of definitions, which most times conflict among themselves. The
term, ‘ development’ isoneinwhich scholarshavenot fully compromised onitsmeaning,
scope, indicesand application when it hasto do with the human society. For instance,
aphysical scientist’ sunderstanding of development may vary froman agriculturaist’s
perspective. A politica scientist’sperspectivewill differ fromthat of amedical scientist.
When it comesto development, variants of viewsjustify the complexitieswhich
accompany the dynamicsof development ranging from infrastructure, economics,
finance, politics, health, demographics, geography among others. These dynamics
accompanying thedisciplinary peculiaritiescannot singularly proveapoint about the
devel opment of the soci ety without witnessing somefaultsand or shortcomings. Thus,
onedisciplinary approach or view point cannot give acomprehensive definition of
development. Thisimpliesthat an infrastructural approach to devel opment may not
flawlessly holdway if itissingularly applied. In essence, therefore, peoplemay have
sophisticated infrastructure and yet lack the requisite manpower to furnish themselves
to the point of development. On the other hand, an economic approach for development
(suchastheuseof quantitative statistical tools) may not sufficiently providebasisfor a
holistic approach to the concept of development asit may be faulted by political,
agricultural or industria defectsand shortcomings. Thisistheworld view.

Kuwait, for instance, with the highest-val ued currency and dsowith high GDP
Per Capitadtill lacksrequisitemanpower in non-oil industriesand witnessesmargina
refluxinitsgenera well-being of thecitizenry. So, the cash val ueand GDPindicesmay
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run short of evidenceto provethe development level of agiven society especially as
gppliedtotherurd area. Intheearly 60s, Zambia, asovereign State could not sufficiently
solveher devel opment problems It witnessedimpedimentinitsmultimillion devel opment
plansregardlessof itsper capitaincome and abundant repository of copper initssoils
(Edame, E. and Edame, G,, 2001). Thisjustifiesthefact that not only isdevel opment
characterized by complexitiesbut also hasan all-encompassing and comprehensive
dimenson. To addresstheissue of development with all sufficiency, however, itwill be
imperativeto take abroad-based and inter-disciplinary approach by galvanizing the
basi cintegral componentsof devel opment acrossdisciplinesasit appliesto the human
society. Inthewords of Seers (1969), development cuts across three major issues
which include poverty, unemployment and inequality. Thus, in order to build astrong
basisfor proper understanding of devel opment, according to Seers, one must ask
questionsregarding theva uesand level sof poverty, unemployment andinequality in
the society. One must enquireto know therel ative impact these three components
have onthepeopleandinthesociety. All thesethree componentsunanimoudy establish
if asociety isdevel oped or not.

To Rodney (1973), anumber of issuesmust befully addressed when wetalk
about development. Theseincludeincreasein skillsand capacity, greater freedom,
creativity, self-discipline, responsibility and materia well-being. Thesefactorsare
tangentiad toindividua person and emphasizeindividua devel opment much morethan
any other. Todaro (1985) viewsthe concept from an economic perspective. Hetags
development a“ multi-dimensiona process which aboveall must includeare-ordering
of the social system aswell asthe economic system. It also involvesaradical or
gradua improvement in the collectiveincome of the people aswell asoutput interms
of commerce. Development, according to Todaro (1979), equally involves
reorganization of thesocid and adminigrativestructuresfesturing anew leaseof atitudes,
customsand beliefs. This establishesthe fact that development isnot just afactor
which relateswith the physical structuresandinfrastructure of the society but it hasto
do equally with the state of mind of the people (Edame, E. and Edame, G, 2001).

In simplest form, development impliesincreasein‘ quality’. It variesfrom
‘change’ whichisincreasein‘ quantity’. Thisappealstotherural population. Both
change and devel opment can take radical and gradual fashionintheir occurrence.
Development introduces abrand new order in social, cultural, political, economics
undertakings. In other words, devel opment does not take place‘ unnoticed’ (Fanon,
1980). It sweepsacross every boundary of convenience and occasionsasignificant
identity withwhichitspresence can be quantified and ascertained. Scholarshavehad
seriesof unbridled argumentsregarding the conceptsand nature of arural area. Sule
(2007) describesarurd areaasaplacewith significant level of poverty evidentinthe
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standard of living of the peopleand inthegeneral lifestyle. Thusrurd areaisaplace
where children are exposed to harsh and inhuman social conditions. A placewith
meager and insufficient infrastructure such aspoor drainage system, dums, and soon.
A rural areaintheview of Sorokin, Zimmerman and Galpin (1930) hasto do with
demographics. Heexplainsthat arura areahasapopulation whichissparingly and
meagerly distributed. Thus, therearefewer inhabitantswho engagein commercia and
indudtrid activities.

Agricultureisthemain stay of rural economy. Therura dwellersown ranches
and farm landswhich aremagjorly cultivated on subsistence methods. Thereislow
leve of entrepreneurid activity and low level of merchandiseof agriculturd products.
Thecommuna systeminrurd areasisevident inthe nature of infrastructurewhichthe
people establish. The rural people usualy live in hamlets, huts and peak-squeak
gructures, closdly built together and such co-existenceisconnected by certain biological
andfamily clans. Leadershipintherurd areasisusually traditional and monarchical.
The rules and regul ations and what makesfor value system in therural areasare
usud ly predominantly drawn from the customs of the people. Thus, formal cum civil
existence and the presence of thegovernmentislargely insgnificant. The peopleinthe
rural areastend to obey their customary regulations morethanthe State laws.

Rurd development hasadifferent and peculiar festurefrom urban devel opment.
Thispeculiarity cutsacrosstheory and practice. Rurd development hasastrongrelation
withthe peculiaritiesof theenvironment (whether rural or urban), withitspeople (their
wantsand preferences) and the culture of theland. What appealsto onerural areaas
adevelopment index may not appeal to the other. The people, theland and the culture
generdly defineswhat rural developmentisall about. Thiscomplexity hashowever
created aglitch for development administratorsin their bid to establish acommon
agenda with which the rural areasin Nigeria can be developed. Most times, the
infrastructural, health, education, commercia and agricultura agendaof devel opment
agencieshavewitnessed failuresdueto thecultural andtraditiond belief sysemsof the
people. Thisisasymbolic evidence of the heterogeneity which hamperseffortsaimed
at bringing developmentintherura area

Multiple StreamsM odel; A Theoretical Analysisof the Triple-Tur n Effect of
Palitical Consciousness

A theory isan assumption which gives explanatory and descriptivedirectionto a
phenomenon and hastheability tofuturistically predictits later endsthereof. A theory
designsand redesignsobjectsof red lifeemphasiswiththeaim of creating knowledge
about them. Within the context of this study, however, the multiple streams model
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advocated by Potter (1995) shall be used. The Multiple Streamsmodel cameasa
criticismtothePolicy Stagesmode onthegroundsthat thelatter isexcessvely rationd
and linear. According to Kingdom (1995) and Porter (1995), needed changesin
policymaking can comeabout when multiple setsof activities(so called “ streams’) —
defining the problem, suggesting sol utions, and obtaining political consensus—occur
simultaneoudy, thus opening awindow of opportunity for the changesto happen.

Problems stream has to do with the general social conditions for which
government actionisdemanded. Thecitizensmake use of legitimate channd slikethe
media, groups platforms among others to present these problems area to the
government. After the problems shall have been itemized though series of agitations,
the Paliticsstreamisnext. Thisinvolvesaset of actionsby the government toward
cresting policy aternativesin pursuant of solutionsto the problemsso identified.

The solution streamisthe set of policy aternativeswhich have been adopted
by the government asreasonabl e sol utionsto the problemswhich were earlier hyped.
The Multiple Streams model is not linear, since three streams flow relatively
independently through the policy system; idedlly, acompelling problemislinkedtoa
plausiblesolutionthat ispalitically feasible. In practica terms, strong effortsand as set
of contestsare exhibited in order to makethethree streams meet (through lobbying,
research, communication, coditions, interactions, bargaining, media, and many others).
Same quotaof rational effortsisequally needed to ensure asimultaneousflow of the
streams. Additionally, thistheory anchorson the belief that not until problemsare
pushed through apolitical process, the needed sol utions cannot be achieved. In other
words, the society shall not witnesssignificant level of development and solutiontoits
problemsuntil it initiatescertain political actions.

METHOD

Thisstudy adopted empirical research design to examinethe devel opment imperatives
associated with thepolitical orientation of apeople. A sampleof 172 respondentswas
randomly selected from Azumini Ndoki community. Primary dataare obtained froma
structured interview conducted on 172 respondents randomly selected acrossthe 6
villagesin Azumini. Theinstrument for datacollection was structured interview based
onthedeve opment interventionsinthecommunity andtheir level of political participation.
The secondary datawere drawn from various sources asameasure of the responses
of the peopleand their politica consciousness. Theresultswereanalyzed descriptively
by s mple polemicstaking bearing from thelogic and assumption of thetheory which
providesguidefor theresearch. Hence, data obtained were presented on tablesand
chartsand anadysed in s mple percentage.
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RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Rural Development in Azumini

Rural development projectsin Azumini range from miniatureinterventionsby the
government in the health, agricultural sectors etc. In most significant cases,
nongovernmenta Organi zationsintervenein rurd development by organizing programs
that areaimed at theimprovement of livesof therura people. Thereisrdatively little
or no effort towards integrating the political orientation of the people towards
devel opment asgovernment bearsthe burden of devel opment withinitslimited capacity.
Toexaminetheleve of rural development interventionsin Azumini, interviewswere
conducted on 172 rural residents spread acrossthe 6 villagesin Azumini. Responses
were eva uated based on theinterventionsthey received from the government, non-
governmenta organi zations, not-for-profit organizations, individua philanthropistsand
other sources. Thisass stancerangesfrom health, education, agriculture, humanitarian
and others.

Health: Thisrefersto interventionsrelative to the supply of health facilitiesand
congtruction of health centersand offices. It equally hasto dowith ass stancereceived
intheareaof immunization and primary health care. 112 respondents (being 66%)
agreed to have witnessed hed th interventions, while 54 (being 31%) respondentshave
not witnessed healthinterventions, while 6 others (being 3%) are not even sureif any
hedlth intervention project hasgottentotheir locality.

Agriculture Thisreferstorelevant interventionsin provision of agricultura facilities,
liketractors, fertilizersand al other supportsfor farmersand agriculturists. While 58
respondents (being 34%) agreed to have benefited from agricultural interventions,
102 (being 60%) have not and 12 (being 6%) respondentsare not even sureif they
havewitnessed any agricultura intervention.

Humanitarian Services. Thisreferstointerventionsinthe areaof infrastructure,
socid amenities, lifesupportsfacilitiesamong others. While 42 (being 24%) respondents
havewitnessed humanitarian intervention, 97 (being 56%) have not while 33 (being
19%) do not even know if they have benefited.

Education: Thisreferstointerventionsin theareaof scholarship for school children,
construction and repairs of schoolsand laboratory equipment for schools. Inthis
category, 89 respondents (being 51%) have benefited from education intervention,
while 74 (being 43%) have not and 9 respondents (being 6%) do not even know if
they have benefited.
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Others Thiscategory refersto any other support received infurtherance of devel opment
intherura area. 124 respondents (being 72%) agreed to have benefited in every other
form of interventionintherura area, while 47 (being 27%) have not and 1 (being
0.6%) respondent isnot sureif they have benefited from any other form of intervention
intherura area.

Government: Thisincludesinstitutionalized effortsby the government to initiate
development intherural area. While 43 respondents (being 25%) agreed to have
witnessed i nterventionsfrom government institutions and agencies, 89 (being 51%)
respondents have not and 40 (being 23%) respondents do not know whether they
havewitnessed government intervention.

Non-governmental organizations: Thisinvolveslocal and international NGOs. 25
respondents (being 15%) have witnessed interventions from non-governmental
organizations, while 74 (being 43%) respondents have not and 73 (being 42%)
respondentsdo not even know if they have witnessed any intervention from NGOs.

Non-profit organizations: Thisinvolvesany other kind of agency like churchesand
othersinthiscategory. While 32 respondents (being 19%) agreed to have witnessed
interventionsfrom not-for-profit organi zations, 80 (being 47%) respondents have not
and 60 (being 35%) respondents do not know whether they have received any
interventionfromthem.

Individuals: Thisinvolvesindividuasand philanthropistswho organi ze devel opment
projectsintherurd areas. While 19 respondents (being 11%) agreed to havewitnessed
interventionsfrom privateindividuas, 115 (being 67%) respondentshave not and 38
(being 22%) respondents do not know whether they havereceived any intervention
fromindividuds.

Others: Thisinvolvesany other agency order than the above mentioned. Twenty
three respondents (being 13%) agreed to have witnessed interventionsfrom other
sources, 77 (being 45%) respondents have not and 72 (being 42%) respondentsdo
not know whether they have received any intervention from other sources.

Theforegoing impliesthat there are significant efforts made by both the
government and other actorstowards development of rural areasin Azumini inthe
areasof education, health, and so on. These contributionswhich havere ativeimpact
ontherura society arebeing felt by the people. Other interventionshave moreimpact
onthepeoplefollowed by health and education. The peoplewitnessmoreinterventions
from the government followed by not-for-profit organization and NGOs.
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Political Consciousnessin Azumini

Theconcept of political consciousnesswhen gppliedto Nigeriaand Azumini inparticular
remains marginaly absurd and in most cases complicated. Thisislargely duetothe
fact that the socio political orientation of the Nigerian political spaceisboth diverse
and disharmonized dueto cultura, socid, economic heterogeneity. Datacollected from
172 respondentsdisplay theleve of consciousnessof therural dwellersinAzumini in
theareaof politicsbased ontheir responsesandinvolvementin politica activities. The
responsesbased on palitical activitiesthat takeplaceintherura areasare categorized
thus

YES(Active)

Thiscategory ismadeup of rura dwelerswhoarepalitically conscious. They understand
their politica rightsand privilegesand understand how best to apply themto their own
benefit aswell aspractically engagethemsalvesinit. Thereare 159 active responses
which make up to 18% of thetotal responseswithin thiscategory.

NO (Apathetic)

Thiscategory ismade up of rura dwellerswho are apathetic. They understand their
political rightsand privilegesbut choose not to utilizethem for severa reasons, such as
victimization, lack of interest and so on. There are 487 Apathetic responseswhich
make up to 56% of thetotal responses.

NOT SURE (Parochial)

Thiscategory ismadeup of rura dwellerswho are paliticaly unconscious. Thiscategory
do not understand their political environment, rightsand privilegesand do not utilize
them. Thereare 214 parochid responseswhich make up to 25% of thetotal responses.
Scholarshave argued that the general devel opment of agiven society remainsat its
best static and non-responsive without rel ative and effective devel opment inthepolitical
structure of the systemin the areaof good governance and accountability.

Not only should emphasisbelaid on accountability. Accountability and good
governancearegermane. But, in additionto theseistheneed for corporate organizations,
and self-help agencies aswell asagenciesto assist in building and enhancing the
relationship between the government and its citizens (Schedler, 1999 and Goetz and
Jenkins, 2005). Onthisnote, thereisastrong belief that thelevel of consciousness of
the peopleabout the political spaceisamajor determinant to the system of governance
they experience. Inlinewith theMultiple StresmsModel, the conversion of problems
tosolutionsinthesociety ispracticablethroughapaliticd traction. Thepoalitica structure
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of the State aggregatesthe general problemsof the people, channelsthem through a
political processin order toinitiate solutionsto them. This processis made more
redlistic and practicablewhen the peopleinvolved aredirectly informed and conscious
about their political system. If the peoplearepalitically conscious, they will havethe
ability toinfluence achangein the statuesque by putting up their problemsinto the
‘politicsstream’. Hence, it islesslikely for solutions of the problems of the peopleto
be harnessed without afully consciouspalitica activity which shal beanchored by the
peoplewho duly understand their individua rightsand privileges.

Table 1: Interventions are distributed into five categories as received by respondents

SN Nature of Intervention Yes No Not Sure Total
1 Education S e] 74 9 172
2 Health 112 A 6 172
3 Agriculture 58 102 12 172
4 Hum. Services iv] 97 3 172
5 Others 124 47 1 172

Source: Empirical data, 2016

Chart 1: Health intervention received by respondents

Health

3%

HYes
HNo

Mot sure

Chart 2: Agricultural intervention received by respondents

Agriculture
6%
HYes

HNo

Mot sure
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Chart 3: Humanitarian intervention received by respondents

Chart 4:

Chart 5:

Table 2: Distribution of respondents based on sources of intervention they received

SN

a b wNPE

Humanitarian Services

HYes
HNo

B Not sure

Education intervention received by respondents

Education

6%

HYes
HMNo

B Mot sure

Other interventions received by respondents

Other Sources

1%
HYes
HMNo
W Mot sure

Sources of Intervention Yes No Not Sure
Government 43 & 40
NGOs 5 74 73
Not-for-profit orgs 74 a8 60
Individuals/ Self 19 115 3
Others 23 7 s

Source: Empirical data, 2016

Total
172
172
172
172
172
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Chart 6: Government intervention to the rural areas

Government

HYes
HHNo
H Mot sure

Chart 7: NGOs' interventionto therural areas

NGOs

42% 15% B Yes
HNo
B Mot sure

Chart 8: Not-For-Profit Organizations' interventiontotherural areas

Mot-for-profit organizations

19%

HYes
HNo
M Mot sure

Chart 9: Individual interventiontotherural areas

Individuals

11%

HYec
HHNo
B Not sure
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Chart 10: Other interventionsto therura areas

Others
13%
WYes
W MNo
M Mot sure

Table3: Digtribution of respondentsbased onthenature of politica activity participated

SIN  Pdliticd Activity Yes No NotSure  Totd
1 Election 53 83 36 172
2 Public Hearing 18 142 12 172
3 Demondration 43 28 101 172
4 Political Campaign 33 92 47 172
5 Others 12 142 18 172

159 487 214 860

Theresponsesbased on politica activitiesthat takeplaceintherura aressare presented
inthechart below:

Chart 11: Thelevd of political consciousnessof rura dwellersinAzumini

Chart displaying the Political Consiousness of rural dwellersin
Azumini

HmYes

ENo

W Mot sure
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CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

A study which was conducted in Azumini, thiswork obtained responsesfrom 172
respondentsrandomly selected from therura areasinthecommunity. Resultsreveaed
that thereissignificant level of intervention towards development intherural area,
especidly by thegovernment. Onthecontrary, thereislow level of developmentinthe
rural area. Theresult equally revealsthat thereisasignificant level of political apathy
(56%0) and political unconsciousness (25%) intherura areain Azumini. Themultiple
streamsmodel arguesthat the conversion of problemsto policies(or solutions) inthe
society involvesastrategic political processwhichisbasically triggered by the people
by meansof agitation and collective group action. Onthe basisof thisassumption, the
study concludesthat solutionsto problemsof devel opment withintherural areascan
beinstitutionalized when the people are palitically conscious; thuswhen the people
canmobilizethemsalvesto clamtheir political rightsand privileges.

Activitiesof groupsand palitically conscious people encourage democratic
accountability. A government that hasan informed public will befully responsiblein
order to avoid affirmative actionsand series of criticisms. Thisentailsthat political
participation dovetailsto gradual and or radical development inthe socid, political,
ingtitutional dimensionsof therurd areg, structurally and functionally. Group activities
and collective actionsgiveroom for social inclusion; thisinvolvesthe creation of a
social atmospherethat will entertain diverse social orientations, dispositionsand
viewpoints. In order to encourage participation and socid inclusiveness, opportunity
should begivento peoplefrom diverse backgroundsto expresstheir viewsand place
their demands on thetable. No one should be ostracized. Thiscan be made possible
by groupscoalitionand political freedom.

Non-governmental organization and self-help agencies should place more
emphasisonraising thestandard of political orientation and consciousnessof thepeople
by bringing themto theknowledgeof their congtitutiona rightsand privileges. Thiswill
helpthemownuptotheir collectiveplight and makereasonableand legitimate agitations
to the government. | ndependent ingtitutions of government such asthe I ndependent
National Electoral Commission (INEC) should engagein seriesof unceasing political
tutorshipwith particular emphasisontherura area. Such tutorship should not beperiodic
asitispresently; only carried out during €l ections. With this, therural dwellerswill be
informed of the political machinery wherein they dwell and be madeto know how to
call their political office holdersto question regarding certain rural developmental
chdlenges. Government ingtitutions, agenciesaswell asNon-governmenta organizetions
whose primary focusison rural devel opment should establish their work stationsin
rural areas. Thiswill encourage more domesticated research proposals and give
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directionto research agencieson what therural areasneed in order to be developed.
Rurd development isthe bedrock of thisstudy. To achievethis, thereisevery needto
enhancethelevel of consciousnessof therura peopletowards politicsand political
engagementsintherural area.
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