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ABSTRACT

There is much of intra-Arab rivalry in the region of the State of Palestine,
fueled majorly by conflict of personal interests and less of collective interest.
The aim of this study isto assess the efforts made by the Palestine Liberation
Force (PLO) to build an Independent State of Palestine despite the obvious
challenges, and identify the efforts made by Palestine Islamic Resistance's
Movement (HAMAS) to fill the socio-economic structural gap created by the
failure of PLO and the impact of external influences. The study uses the
structural conflict and human needs as well as power sharing theories to
provide the intellectual pillars on which the discourse stands. The study
outlines the problems of the Palestinians to include corrupt practices among
the then government officials under the Fatah party, unemployment, poverty,
decaying infrastructure, insecurity, and intra-Arab rivalry: religious
fundamentalism, challenges of power sharing, mistrust of unrestricted
authority of individuals and of the concentration of power in one office,
existence of socio-economic as well as political and religious challenges.
Based on the foregoing, the study opines that democracy and good
governance are the twin tools with which structural conflict and human
needs crises can be resolved. Democracy is possible among the Palestinian-
Arabs- a highly homogenous society where onereligion (Islam) is practiced,
one language (Arabic) is spoken, and Arabic patriotism is cherished. The
paper proposes that the Palestinian-Arabs should exploit their homogeneity
as a tool for nation building by erecting democratic structures where the
hand of everyonewill be seen, and the voice of everyonewill be heard through
a democratically elected representative.
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INTRODUCTION

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) isthe umbrellabody for the struggle
against | srael's continued occupation of theArab Homeland. HAMAS, the Gaza
wing of the Egypt based Muslim Brotherhood, established the Islamic Resistance
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Movement, withtheArabicacronym,"HAMAS'. The PdestineLLiberation Organization
and HAMA Srepresented two sides of acoin once upon atime. Theformer held the
opinion that both I srael and the Pal estinian State can liveside by side, whilethelatter
had vowed to eliminatethe State of Isradl. Hitherto, HAMA S saw violenceand the
one state solution asthe only way to resolve the Palestinian crisis. Fatah, the political
arm of PLO, haslong renounced violence and had opted for the two States solution
for theresolution of thelsradli-Pa estinian crisis (EI-Minskin, 1989).

Thevictory of HAMASat the pollsin 2006 however signified achange of
policy - fromthat of uncompromising fundamentaliststo democrats- having been
accepted by the Pal estinian el ectorates. Thiswas possible because of the corrupt
practicesamong thethen government officid sof the Fatah party whosema adminigration
had bred unemployment, poverty, decaying infrastructure, and insecurity inthe West
Bank. The charitablework of HAMAS popul arized and presented her asthe new
liberator of the Pal estinian peoplein Gaza, supported by other Arab countriesaswell
asmilitant groups. HAMASwasin touch with the needs and interests of the people.
ThePdestinian|eadershipin Ramallah, in contrast, isquite detached from themasses.
Arafat and most of themen surrounding him, spent the better part of their livesinexile,
and did not return to the occupied territoriesuntil the peace processstartedin the early
nineties. Thisabsence, especially during thefirst Intifada, combined with ahighly
privileged living standard |ed to adetachment from the Pal estinian public (Dyllick-
Brenzinge and Mauersberger, 2006). Intifada (meaning, "resistance” or "throwing
back™) wasthe name given to the Palestinian uprising against | sraeli occupation and
repression inthe West Bank and Gaza (The Guardian, 2006).

AlthoughHAMA S suffered some setbacks, inthat she had difficulty forminga
government intheaftermath of her e ectord victory, and a thesametime, her government
was not recognised by Isragl, the United States, and the West in general (Guardian,
February, 2006). In 2009, therivalry betweenthe PLO and HAMAS cameto apoint
wherethelatter froze her rel ationship with theformer. It wasargued by HAMA Sthat
Fatah, thelargest faction of the PLO, did not act decisively when I srael assaulted
Gaza. Consequently, the Chief of its Political Bureau, Mishael Khaled, speaking on
behdf of HAMAS, called for the replacement of the PLO with another body. However,
by 2011 when the Arab Spring 'reared itsgood head', the |eadership of both Fatah
andHAMA Ssubsumed their differences, and jointly responded becausetheir interests
wereat stake (Tuastad, 2013).

Tuastad further describesthe situation thus: " Pal estinian |eaderswere faced
withapublic outcry over their pursuit of parochia godsrather than nationa interests.”
When demonsiratorsin Gazaand the West Bank gathered to demand political reforms
and Palestinian unity, HAMA Sand Fatah leadersequally feared that they could bethe
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next victimsof popular discontent. "If wefail to respond to thewill of our people, we
will gotheway of others,” aHAMASIeader in Cairotold the International Crisis
Group (ICG). Thefear of "going theway of others' led theway to theApril 2011
Cairoagreement, inwhichHAMA Sand Fatah agreed to havenew Palestinian e ections,
including, significantly, electionsfor the Palestinian National Council (PNC) - the
parliament and supreme political body of the PLO. Thus camethe birth of anew
working relationship by circumstancesof theArab spring, for HAMA S had for about
two decades made attemptsto join the PL O during which sherepestedly adjusted her
political lineto bemore conciliatory towardsthe PLO, which eventually blurred the
thinline between secularism and Id amism, bringing about e ection modalities. It should
be noted that HAMA'S had refused to accept previous deals that the Palestinian
Authority had madewith Isragl. That iswhy the Western powershad to freezeout aid,
whichthe Palestinian Authority depended on, toany HAMAS-|ed Pd estinian Authority.
I ncreased tensions between the PLO and HAM A Seventual ly escal ated into outright
war between the two factions, which ended up with HAMAS governing Gaza
independently from the West Bank-based PL O. Unfortunately, thereweredifferent
failed attemptsto reconcileHAMASand the PLO. Theimplication wasthat therewas
no unified Palestinian Authority, afactor that compelled both sidesto agreeonan
interim government.

Thisstudy tekesalook at intra-Arab rivary among the Pa estiniansas depicted
by the Pal estine Liberation Organization (PLO) and HAMAS (Arabic acronym) for
the Gazawing of the Egypt based Muslim Brotherhood that established thelslamic
Resistance Movement. PL O was challenged by amultitude of problems, including
s f-inflicted onessuch ascorruption, unemployment, and infrastructuredecay. HAMAS
created platformsto fight and cater for the material, spiritual, and physical needs of
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians. HAMAS carried out charitable activities by
building schoolsand providing food and shelter for thelessprivilegedinthe Palestinian
territories, the Gazastrip, and the West Bank, with apopulation of 3.8 million people.
Thestudy identifiesthe efforts made by HAM A Sto fill the existing socio-economic
structura gap created by thefailureof PLO, and outlinesthe problemsof the Pdestinians
toincludecorrupt practicesamong thethen government officialsunder the Fatah party,
unemployment, poverty, decaying infrastructure, insecurity, andintra-Arabrivalry:
religiousfundamentaism, chalengesof power sharing, mistrust of unrestricted authority
of individualsand of the concentration of power in one office, existence of socio-
economic aswell aspolitical and religious cleavages, and the impact of external
influences. Assub-nationd actorsininternationa politicsand domestic actorsinnationd
politics, theroleof Fatah, the Palestinian Authority, HAMASand other coordinated
groupscannot be overemphasized in resolving the conflict.

International Journal of Advanced Legal Studies and Governance 49
Volume 7, Number 1 & 2, April & August 2018
ISSN: 2141-6710



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Therearethreemgor theoriesthat have provided intellectual pillarsfor theappraisal
of the PLO'scontribution to the actuali zation of anindependent Pal estinian State and
theemergenceof HAMAS. Thesetheoriesarethe Structural conflict, Human needs,
and the Power sharing theoriesespoused by different scholarsto easethe understanding
of related academic discourse. The Structural Conflict Theory holdsthat "conflict” isa
function of how societiesare structured and organi zed; and that the society'smode of
production and distribution determinessocid relationships (Adagbonyin and Akpotor,
2007). The Theory hastwo schools of thought: theradical structural theory of the
Marxist, and theliberal structuralism. Theradical structural theory school of thought
was espoused by Karl Marx, Friedrich Engel's, and Joseph Lenin. Taking acuefrom
"historical materialism", the"Radicas Structuralists’ blame capitalismfor being an
exploitative system that createsdivision between ownersof meansof production (the
bourgeoisie) and theworkers(proletariat). Theexploitation of theworkersand, indeed,
thelow income earnersunder capitalism perpetuates conflict.

All of these can beresolved with good governance, improved health care,
quality education, socia security, equality and justice; inwhich case, conflicts caused
by the"modeof production and distribution" would have been resolved. Transformative
peace-building advocates social liberation because whenthereissocial justice, the
system that breeds conflict will be changed. Oncethat isachieved, trust building,
relationship building, and conflict transformationwill cresteemergent and transformetive
socia changeinan environment inwhich"projects’ can beddlivered effectively and
ugtainably.

TheHuman Needs Theory saysthat all humanshave bas c needswhich they
seek to fulfill, and that the denial and frustration of these needs by other groupsor
individuascould affect themimmediately or | ater, thereby leading to conflict (Rosati et
al cited in Faleti (2006). Thisstudy is of the view that the Human Needs theory,
becauseof itsamilarity tothe Frustration-Aggression and Rel ative Deprivation theory,
underscorestheimperativeof transformative peace-building. Thesebasichuman needs
include physical, psychological, social, and spiritual needs. Faleti (2006) saysthat to
provide accessto one of the needs- for example, food - and deny accessto others-
for example, freedom of worship - would amount to denial and would probably result
inviolence. Therefore, the provision of these needsfor the Pal estinian massesin itsalf
islikely to change the peopl €s attitude from one of violenceto one of peace because
the deprivation that created frustration and aggression hasbeen diminated (Gurr, 1970).

The Power Sharing theory in homogenousand non-homogenous societieswas
espoused by Arend Lijphart and Gerhard L ehmbruch cited in Theodore (2008). It
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holdsthat Statesshould learnto livewith diversity, giveit political expression, and go
beyond forms of separating powersto sharing power. It saysthat majority does not
rule, rather all communities, whether defined by ethnicity, language, religion, or even
ideology; participatein government onthebasisof proportiona or equal representation.
Important decisions can betaken only by mutual agreement and that each community
hasaright of veto. Interestingly, the Pal estinian soci ety isahomogenousone, giventhe
prominent role being played by theldamic religion and Arabic language. However,
much of itsdiversity hasstemmed fromideol ogical differencesengendered by religion
and palitics, subjected to foreigninfluencesof the sponsorsof thevariousgroups. For
instance, the cessation of hostility and acceptance of | sragl asstate by thePLOwasa
welcome development by Egypt, the US, and the West at large. However, itled to
increasein the spate of bombing and killing of the Israelisby HAMASwithin and
outsidethe occupied territories. Thestudy isof the opinion that much of theideol ogical
differencesthat plagued the Palestinian territory werefostered by foreigninfluences
whose activitiesmerely worsened the conflicts. Therefore, afocuson the homogenous
featuresof the Palestinians and the application of political diversity skillsfor power
sharingisakey factor that can be harnessed.

Historical Analysisof Palestine

Thename Pd estineisderived from Philistia, whichistheland of the Philistines. What
wasoriginally the name of the south-western region cameto be applied totheentire
land. Inthe Old Testament, itisgenerally called theland of Canaan or the land of
Israel. Thelsragliteswere said to have comeinto Palestine from the south of Jordan
and conquered theterritory of the Canaaniteswest of River Jordan. Havingformed a
loosefederation of thetwelve patriarchal tribes, thelsraglitesmerged their territories
together with the Canaanites (Mordi and Aboribo, 1992). They further say that the
Philistines, who had so many ethnic groups, havelong disappeared from History. They
haveleft nothing but their nameinmodern Englishform of "Palesting” derived fromthe
Lain"Pdegting".

TheArabic speaking peoplewho aretoday known asPalestiniansareamixture
of Arabs, Crusaders, Turks, and Egyptians, together with the descendants of some
biblical Jewswho converted twice, first to Byzantine Chritianity, thentoldam. Even
the descendants of theArabsand the | sraglisare traceable to Abraham through Jacob
and Ishmadl. Isragl'sown tradition agreesthat itsancestor cameinto Palestineasan
alien and that thefoundation of their religion wasestablished outsideitsborders. But
history hasit that before the appearance of the Philistines, thelsraglites have been
livinginthishomeland some 3,000 yearsago. A compendium of booksknown asthe
Bibletestifiestothisfact. TheModemArab Conquest of Palestinetook placeinthe
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7th century. ThustheModemArab Conquest of Palestinein AD 637 wasthestarting
point of their occupation of Palestine (Cattan, 1969). Theanalysisaboveisondisperson
and migration occasioned by either search for greener pasture, war, acquisition of
territories, and in some cases, absorption of smaller and weaker groupsby bigger and
stronger onesor viceversa. Thisisagenera phenomenoninthehistory of migration
and dispersion. However, in the cases of both I sraelisand Pal estinians, ancestral
lineage and religion have played adominant role. On the one hand, the Arabs are
traceableto Ishmael andtheldamicreligion, whileonthe other hand thelsradlisare
traceable to Jacob and Judaism. However, the moderate Arabsand I sraglisarethe
few Christiansin Israel, and among the Pal estinian Arabsin the disputed territories.
But they areaminority group whosevoiceistoo weak to be heard, and whose strength
cannot pull apolitical string of any consequence.

Background tothe Formation of the Palestine L iber ation Or ganization

Thefutureand status of Pal estine and the respective places of the peoplewholivein
Pdl estine have been opened to questions. Thishasbeen so, sincethe establishment of
the British Mandate over theterritory at the end of the First World War in 1918; a
mandatethat expiredin 1948. For abudding Palestinian national movement, thefirst
task wasto thwart the Balfour Declaration and even limit Jewishimmigration. Inthe
samevein, the Palestiniansreacted sharply against theinflux of the Jawsinto Palestine
when Germany set the anti-Semitism ball rolling. Thus, the great reprising of 1936-
1939 marked aradicalization of the strugglewhich culminated inthere ection of the
two states sol ution by the Pal estinians | ater adopted by the United Nations General
Assembly inNovember, 1947. However thel sraglisaccepted thetwo States solution.

Theconflict of rejection and acceptance of thetwo States sol ution culminated
inthe 1948, 1956, and 1967 wars, but it was not until the Palestinian awakening, the
creation of the Palestine Liberation Organization in 1964, and the devel opment of
Yasser Arafat's Fatah, that Palestinian Politically beganto evolve (Gresh, 1983). Thus
theeventsof thetimegradualy madethe PL O assart itsdlf asthe authentic representetive
of the Palestinian people; arole HAMAS has positioned itself to play after the near
demiseof Fatah.

The pivotal role of PLO finally made other Arab movements to become
subsumed init under unity agreement signed on May 6, 1970. However, it must be
critically emphasized that intra-Arab rivaries played adominant rolein whatever fest
that hasbeen achieved by the Palestine Liberation Organization. A Paestinian Nationd
Congress (PNC) was convoked in Jerusalem from May 28 1964 during which two
basi c textswere adopted - the National Charter and the Basic Constitutional law of
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the Palestineliberation Organization. Thestressinthe Charter waslaid, aboveall, on

thedefinition of Palestineasan Arab homeland bound by tiesof nationalism to other

Arab countries, which together with Palestine, isthe greater Arab homeland - that the

Palestinian Arab people possessesthelegal right toitshomeland and of coursethis

homelandisaninseparable part of Arab Nation (Gresh, 1983). Basically, theaimsand

objectivesof the Palestine Liberation Organization, according to Smith (1984), were:

- To securewithinitspower anindependent nation state of Palestine.

- To make surethis Palestinian stateis created in the West Bank of the Jordan
and Gaza.

- Toraiseastanding army known asPalestine Liberation Army.

- Toexpressther right to self-determination.

- Toretrievefromthelsradisal the propertiesand placesthey forcefully occupied
duringthevariousyears.

- Todefendtheterritoria integrity of thoseArab nations, such as Jordan, whose
sovereignty isover theWest Bank, and Egypt, which controls Gazaand Syria
that annexed Himmah.

Thelmplication of Diver se Palestinian-Arab Political Thought

A comparative analyssof the achievementsof the Palestine Liberation Organization
reveal sthat the Pd estinian |damic Resistance'smovement (HAMAS) sharesa most
the samefeatures, one of which isthe degree of acceptance by the Palestinians. The
former initiated the Course of Unification of the Pal estiniansand presented acommon
forceasthar liberator. Indeed, thePL O did gppear to betheonly hopeof thePaestinian
Arabs, the solereason why other Pan-Arab bodies ceded their control tothe PLO.
But PLO's acceptance of the two-state solution made the Arab leadersto turnthe
Pdediniansagaingt the PLO usngtheldamicrdigionand materid giftstoinfluencethe
Pdegtinians. Thisiswhy HAMAShad to appear asanother liberator that will replace
the PLO; and sncethen, Pd estinianshave proven their acceptance of HAM A Sthrough
theballot in January, 2006 (Goddard, 2006).

Did The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) unify the Palestinians
beforethe emergence of HAMAS?

The Original Plan of the PLO wasto destroy the state of Israel and consequently
establish asecular, democratic state where Jews, Muslims, and Christians can co-
exist peacefully. TheArabswereagainst thisnotion and thisbrought about the great
diversty in Paestinian palitical thinking among thedifferent movementsthat made up
the PLO (Gresh, 1983). Whilethe unification of the different Palestinian and Arab
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groupsappeared to bean achievement, itisanillusion, uponwhich Fatah, thepolitical
wing of PLO, walked away from popularity. The opposition of the Arabs to the
creation of asecular democratic Stateaswedll asthetwo States solutionisafundamental
decision that has stood as a stumbling block to the peace process asrepresented by
HAMAS. TheArabsfunded the Palestinian Liberation Army whichwasresponsible
for military incursionsfrom Jordan, Syria, and LebanonintoIsragl. Infact, theperiod
between1980-1982 wasthe height of strike and counter military strikesbetweenthe
Palestiniansand the lsraglis, around the | sragli-L ebanese borders. PLO guerrillas
fired severa hundredsof rocketsat thelsraglis. Anlsragli Ambassador to the United
Kingdom, Mr. Argov, wasshot and critically wounded by Paestiniangunmenin London
which precipitated artillery duelsbetweentheguerrillasand | sraglisalong the L ebanese
border. Thusthewestern nationsand the I sragli government described the PLO asa
terrorist group. Thiseventisonly oneof the seriesof military encountersbetweenthe
Isradlisand the Palestinians at theinstance of Arab leaders (Eban, 1993).

Strength and Weaknessof PLO

Inanutshdll, theachievementsof the PLOincludegaining globa recognition astypified
by the United Nations Resol ution 242 which saysthat "I sragl should not acquireland
by forceor military might but by dialogue.” Other resolutionsincludes, 422 (1967)
and 338 (1973). Thesetwo resolutionsconfirm theright of all Statesintheregionto
livein peacewithin secure and recognized boundariesand ignorethe earlier U.N.
positionscalling for self-determinationsfor Palestinians. Theseresolutionswerein
addition to different peace agreementsand accords signed in Camp David, Sharm €l
Sheikh, and the Oslo accord in 1993 whose consequence was the assassi nation of
Isradli PrimeMinister Yitzhat Rabin by an Isragli fundamentalist. Therecognition of
PL O by the Non-aligned movement, OAU, and EU must be acknowledged (The
Guardian, 1999). In 1995 an Educational Research and Scientific Centrewasalso
established in Beirut for the purpose of research, devel opment, and the production of
weapons. Therewerealso trained Arab Poetswho left I srael towork for thePLOIn
New York and PL O research centrein Lebanon. The climax of PLO achievementis
the declaration of the Palestinian Statein Exile, with East Jerusalem asitscapital in
1988 and itsrecognition by many countries. Nigeriawasamong thefirst countriesto
recognize PLO (Zureik, 1979).

Thefalluresof thePaestineLiberation Organizetion gaverisetothefird Intifada
andthebirthof HAMASIin 1988intheWest Bank and Gaza. The declaration by the
PLO in December 6, 1988 that the survival of the Pal estinian people doesnot imply
the destruction of the State of 1srael only helped to fuel theIntifada. Hitherto, the
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Fatah party led by Yasser Arafat had been perceived to be apathetic towards the
problems of unemployment and corruption among Fatah party officials. Fatah has
been accused of corruption and beingincapable of improving thelivesof Paetinians.
Inaddition, theAlgiersdeclaration of 1988 wasasgnificant shift fromthe PLO charter
of 1968 becausein asense, it accepted the principlesof 1947 partition plan, thusit
provoked much anti-PL O sentiments among the Pal estinians and other groups (EI-
Miskin, 1989).

Thelntifadaand the Emergenceof HAMAS

TheIntifadaisan unprecedented and continuous mass uprising of military resistance
to Israeli Stateterror and violenceinits continued effortsto keep Palestine under
occupation perpetualy. The Intifada no doubt represents the extent to which
revolutionary forcesof Idam have been unleashed acrosstheregion. Thus, it wasvery
difficult to separate the Intifada from the I slamic factor because of an increasein
Islamic awarenessand Idlamic political activity intheWest Bank and Gaza. Indeed
the growing strength of 1slam wasreflected in occupied Pal estine by the number of
mosgueswhich hasdoubled onthe West Bank intwenty yearsand hasincreased from
200t0 600 on Gazastrip. Intheir dogansand activities, ISamrapidly replaced other
ideologiesastheunifying forcefor Paestiniansthat areliving under I sragli subjugation.

TheMudim Brotherhood (MB), whichrecently won animpressive number of
segtsin the EQyptian Parliament, spread itsorganization and activitiesto the Gazastrip
when the latter was under Egyptian administration (1949-1967). Under Isragli
occupation, the Gazawing of the Egyptian based Mudim Brotherhood established the
|dlamic Resistance Movement, or HAMAS, the acronym of itsArabic name. Thus,
SheikhAhmad Ismail Yassin, assassinated by the Israeli occupation forces, wasthe
"moving spirit" behind the December 1987 establishment of HAMAS - regarded as
themilitary wing of theMuslim Brotherhood. That wasat the beginning of Intifada
(meaning, "resistance” or "throwing back™). That wasthenamegiventothe Pdestinian
uprising against Israeli occupation and repression in theWest Bank and Gaza (The
Guardian, 2006).

HAMAS, an offshoot of the Mudlim Brotherhood (MB), could be described
asan armed Palestinian liberation movement inspired by Islam. Itisagrassroots
Palestinian organization, fighting to cater for thematerial, spiritua, and physical needs
of hundreds of thousands of Pal estinians. These Pal estinians have been colonized,
dispossessed, and permanently harassed; most of whom where refugeesin their
homeland (The Guardian, 2006). Thus, the aimsand objectivesof HAMASasa
grassroots movement wasto practise charitable activitiesby building schoolsand
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providing food and shelter to theless privileged inthe Palestinian territories, the Gaza
strip, and the West Bank, with apopulation of 3.8 Million people. Thisisthereason
why HAMAS endeared itself to the Palestinians. The strength of HAMAS actually
semmed fromthewesknessof theruling Fatah party coupled withitscharitebleactivities
in Gaza and West Bank. The wide spread corrupt practices for which Fatah was
known is a sharp contrast of what HAMAS stands for (Dyllick-Brenzinger and
Mauersberger 2006). Samer Lulu, an el ectorate, said hevoted for HAMAS because
hewastired of corruption. The point wasfurther buttressed when Samaha Sidhi, a
mother of threewho residesin Gazasaid, "We want to try something new, we are
donewithinsensitivegovernment” (Tell, 2006). It wasamatter of strategy for taking
over thepolitical structuresand |eadership of the Palestinians.

Themilitary wingof HAMAS, 1zzedinea Qassam, launched severd attacks
againgt Isradli civiliansbothin Isragl and inthe occupied territoriesof Gaza. Indeed
therewereinstanceswherethe Paestinian Authority led by Yasser Arafat had to curb
anti-1sragli activitiesmasterminded by Mr. [brahim Hamad, theleader of thelzzedine
a-Qassam brigades, who wasimprisoned by the Palestinian Authority and released in
2002, having been declared wanted by |srael snce1998. HAMASasolost itsfounder
and leader tothelsradli; shetkh Ahmad Ismail Yassnaswell asAbdd Azizd-Rantiss.
Inthe samevein, Mr. Ahmed Saadat, |eader of PFL P, was al so declared wanted by
thelsragli Authority for killing the Right-wing Tourism Minister, RehavamZeevi, in
2001 (The Guardian, 2006). Thevictory of HAMAS at the pollsin the January 2006
electionsinwhich HAMA Sfiel ded candidatesfor thefirst time, secured an outright
majority in parliament by winning 76 seatsout of the 132 segts. Fatah went downwith
43 seats. Thiswasathird strategy of HAMASto secure political structures and
|eadership through € ections, having endeared itsdlf to the P estiniansthrough provison
of food and shelter. But the history and activitiesof HAMAS have not endeared the
group towestern nationsand Israel, sincethe elections. HAMA Shave beenwarned
to abandon terrorism (Tell, 2006).

Thelntra-Palestinian Crissand HAM ASInability to Form Gover nment

Whereasthe Pa estinianssaw HAM A Sasits hope towards building apeople oriented
government and Pal estinian state, the philosophy of HAMAS on the'annihilation’ of
|srael madethe quartet, except Russia, to cut tieswith the Palestinians. Analystswith
more sympathetic voice had opinedthat HAMAS participationinthedection signified
acceptance of thetwo-state formula, but they have been proved wrong by HAMAS.
TheHAMAS - led Palestinian government on Sunday, 4th June, 2006 rejected a
deadlineto accept aproposal that implicitly recognizesisradl. Infact, HAMAShad
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argued through its Prime Minister, Ismail Haniyeh, that President Mahmoud Abbas
planfor areferendum onthematter isillegal.

Thereasonsaresmple, HAMASrefusal to recognize the supremacy of the
Palestine Liberation Organization isacostly mistake. It wasthe PLO, under the
leadership of Yasser Arafat that brought together not only the 3.8 million Palestinians
of theWest Bank, Gazastrip, and East Jerusalem, but the 4.8 million Palestiniansin
diaspora. It wasthe PL O that negotiated the formation of the Palestinian Authority, a
platform uponwhichHAMASisset to govern. HAMAS refusal to endorsethe PLO
isthemain factor behind therefusal of other Palestinian factions, such asFatah and the
Popular front for the liberation of Palestine, to jointhe HAMAS-led government.
HAMAS hasno machinery or structure for governance on ground except the ones
that have beenlaid by the Palestinian Authority (Nida, 2006).

Anather problemisthat thereisaconflict of philosophica objectiveand principle
between Fatah and HAMAS. Whereas Fatah seeks a negotiated two-state deal to
end the conflict with Israel, with the objective of creating aPalestinian statein Gaza,
theWest Bank, and Arab East Jerusalem, HAM A Son the contrary, wantslsrael to be
annihilated; acall that was oncere-echoed by thethen Iranian President, Mahmoud
Ahmedingad, saying Israel should bewiped off theface of the Earth.

A third problemisthat despiteitspolitical faceand afragiletrucewith Israel,
HAMASisstill wearing theface of terrorism, areason the European Union and the
United Stateshaveinsisted that forcesloyal to President Mahamoud A bbas should
take control of the Palestinian-run border fromtheHAMAS-led interior ministry.
HAMAS could not proceed to form astable government without aregular source of
fund. Hitherto the Palestinian Authority isheavily dependent onforeign assistance.
Thebulk of theannual budget of about $1.7 million comesintheform of Western aids
and, with the European Union contributing the highest. Accordingtotheaid profileas
provided by the Pdestinian Authority'sfinance ministry, the EU andindividua European
nations donate $570 million annually. The United States gives $300 million for
development andinfrastructure projects; Saudi Arabiagives$46 million. Additional
income on custom duties and val ue added tax collected by Israel stands at $660m.
Thetotal revenue projected for 2005 was $396 million (Punch, 2006). But these
fundswere cut-off with asimultaneousisol ation of HAMAS by the USand the EU.
That iswhy HAMAS hasembraced Russia, agesture seen by someintheWest asa
chanceto push HAMA Sinto embracing more moderate views (Punch, 2006).

However, HAMASreverted to the status quo of violence against Israel by
firing rocketsinto | srael from Gaza, thusbresking the 16 monthstrucewith Isragl snce
February, 2005. HAMASaccusssisrad of killing sevenciviliansincluding threechildren
who were caught in an explosion asthey relaxed on aGazabeach (Vanguard, 2006).
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Most likely, HAMASwasa so reacting to | sragl'sraid of Jericho Prisonfor thearrest
of amilitant |eader, Mr. Ahmed Saadat. Hewasarrested in connection with thekilling
of right-wing Tourism Minister, Rehavam Zeevi, by PFLPgunmen in 2001. That
attack itself wasto avenge the assassination of Mr. Saadat's predecessor by Isradl.
Theresumption of violence by HAMA Sisalso not unconnected to the capture of Mr.
Ibrahim Hamad in Ramallah by Israeli forces. He has been accused by Israel, of
measterminding astring of suicidebombings, including attackson Cafesand theHebrew
University in Jerusalem. Mr. Ibrahim Hamad was made |eader of the 1zzedine al-
Qassam brigadesin theWest Bank in December 2003 (Vanguard, 2006).

Impact of HAM AS-led Palestinian Gover nment

Thesuccessof HAMASat the parliamentary pollsin 2006 marked aturning pointin
the Pal estinian struggl e towardsthe attainment of nationhood. Among other things, it
facilitated the Cairo agreement in 2011, inwhich HAMAS abandoned her demand
that the PL O charter must be changed beforejoiningit. Thelsragli government depicts
theHAMA S-led Pal estinian government asadictator, an argument that isabsurd to
theaveragelsradli citizen who feel sthat the Pal estinians should stageacivil protest to
demand for their rights. Similarly, the people of Gazasupported HAMASinitswar
against Israel becausethey perceiveit to be part of their war for independence. That
psychologica boost givento the Paestiniansby |sradli activists strengthened the spirit
of nationalism among the Pal estinians because of the effort of HAMAS. Thelsradli
promisethat an end to armed struggle will bring freedom has never been trustworthy,
astheexperiencesof the past yearshave shown. It Smply never happens. It should be
noted that the quiet yearsin the\West Bank did not bring the Palestiniansany closer to
anindependent state, whilethetrucein betweenwarsin Gazadid not aso bring about
arelief fromthe siege. HAMA S had told the Pal estinians that freedom comes at the
cost of blood and the tragedy isthat HAMAS usually providesthe evidence. For
ingtance, theOd oA ccordscamesdfter thefirg Intifada, and theevacuation of settlements
in Gaza came after the second Intifada; none of these was achieved as aresult of
negotiations. It should berecalled that beforethefirst Intifada, I srael turned down
even the convenient London Agreement between Shimon Peresand Jordan'sKing
Hussein (Sheizaf, 2014).

The perception of the Pa estiniansisthat thel sraglisare out to colonizethem,
and after every war, thesege againgt themwill bereinforced. Giventheleve of support
enjoyed by HAMA Sasit rd aestofighting for thepolitical andterritorial independence
of Palestine, theresistance put forward by the HAM A S-led Pal estinian government
hasyielded somelevel of acceptance among Palestinians, and recognitionin the
international community. Through the pressure mounted by HAMAS, in 2010, the
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representatives of Fatah, HAMAS, and other active Palestinian stakeholders, metin
Ankaraand I stanbul in Turkey during which reconciliation and thereform of the PLO
werediscussed. Basicaly, it wasagreed at that meeting that the PL O should adopt the
proportional representation electoral system for the el ection of the representatives of
different Pd estinian communitiesinto the Palestinian Nationa Congress(Tuastad, 2013).
Oneimportant fact isthat the series of reconciliatory and political meetingsheld by
Fatah and the PL O, between 2005 and 2011, have made HAMASto opt for " popul ar
resistance” than "armed struggle”. Thisisbecauseagood number of the Palestinians
have blamed HAMASfor thelack of progress, yet theArab Spring has conveyed a
message to the peopl e that the Pal estinians must learn to deal with their domestic
problems. HAM A S hel ped to emphasi setheimportance of religiousvalues, and the
influenceof religiousplayersaremore pronounced in Paestinian society thanin I sradli
society. It must be noted that Pal estinian society isless secul arized, and because of the
power HAMA Swid dsthroughitsparamilitary organization, with awidebase of popular
support, she has made some useful impact on the Pal estinian society. Theimportant
rolethat these conditionsplay inthel sradli-Pa estinian conflict demonstratesthe great
degreetownhichreligionfunctionsasasubstantive contributor or, asabarrier toresolving
the conflict (Yaacov, 2010).

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Theresolution of the |l sragli/Palestinian crisisis dependent on the resolution of the
intra-Palestinian, or the crisis of supremacy betweenHAMASandthe PLO. Thisisin
addition to the need for the Arab Statesto reducetheir level of interferenceinthe
politics and governance of the Palestinian State. When this hasbeen achieved, the
Palestinians can close ranks, forge unity, and confront the course of creating an
independent Palestinian state that existsside by sidewith Israel. To all intentsand
purposes, the occupied territorieswill be given back to the Pal estiniansthrough the
mediation of the Quartet - European Union, United States, Russia, and the United
Nations. Of course, thismust be preceded by total renunciation of theact of terrorism
by themilitants. If €l ectionsare conducted and democratically elected government is
put in place, therewill be need to demilitarize the society. A post-conflict programme
would haveto bein placewhichwill entail counseling, infrastructural development,
employment and other related needs to heal the wounds and pains caused by the
conflicts

Based ontheforegoing, thisstudy submitsastheway forward that democracy
and good governancearethetwin toolswithwhich structura conflict and human needs
crisiscan beresolved. Democracy ispossible among the Palestinian Arabs, ahighly
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homogenous society whereonereligion (Iam) ispracticed, onelanguage, (Arabic) is
spoken, and Arabic patriotismischerished. Thework proposesthat the Palestinian
Arabs should exploit their homogeneity as atool for nation building by erecting
democratic structures where the hand of every one will be seen, and the voice of
everyonewill be heard through ademocraticaly el ected representative. Thereshould
be apower sharing formulafor proportional and equal representation, wherethe
representativesof the Palestiniansin government will makepoliciesthat areinaignment
with the needs of the peopl e. Theleadership of the Pal estinian people should imbibe
the concept of good governance.

Moreexplicitly, good governance means"bringing public policy inaignment
withthesocia needs’ of the masses. Thefeaturesof good governanceincludequality
leadership, sound management of theeconomy, astrongjudicia system, anindependent
and respons blemedia, education, participationin the political process, ruleof law and
transparency, congtitutiona guarantee, and thefight against corruption. Inaddition, the
coneept of nation building should a so beexplored inthecourseof buildingthe Palestinian
state. Ndol o (2005) definesNation building asthe processof paliticaly socidizingthe
peopleinto becoming good citizensof the political order and making thecitizensfed
they haveastakein the community worth fighting for. Erondu and Obas (2000) have
posited that nation building isaprocess of mobilizing availableresources- human,
materials, and financial - for socio-economic and political development of agiven
nation state. It wasthe desireto establish and build the Nigerian nation that led to the
nationalist struggle. Nation buildinginvolvesthetransformation of existing structures
through the collective efforts of the citizens of the state (country). Indeed, itisthe
humblesubmission of thisstudy that good governanceand nation building will contribute
to building and consolidating ontheexisting democratic gainsinthe P estinianterritory.

Finally, the concept of consensus should be applied to resolve the intra-
Pal estinian conflicts becausethe conflict isasaresult of the strugglefor accessto,
control, and management of political power. The concept of consensusbuilding among
the stakehol ders should be applied. Theoption of thetwo-state solutionwill smply be
an"icingonthecake." Consensusisacollective opinion expressing acceptance of a
middle ground in adispute. Accordingly, Onuoha (2011) ascited in Abia (2016)
describes consensusas™aposition of no winner, no victor, no vanquished; and better
dtill, agiveand take situationin theAfrican parlance, which hasbeen employed inthe
intractablesocio-palitical crisesand conflictsinAfrica” Consensusisan'dicitive process
of conflict resolutioninwhich appropriate model sfor conflict resolution are built from
cultura resourceswith attendant implicit knowledge. Inthiscase, thecultura/traditiond
aswell asldamic resourcesof the Palestiniansarelikely to contributelargely to the
resolution of thecriss.

International Journal of Advanced Legal Studies and Governance 60
Volume 7, Number 1 & 2, April & August 2018
ISSN: 2141-6710



REFERENCES

Abia, O. (2016). African Peaceand Conflict Sudies. University of Uyo (Unpublished)

AdagboyinA. S.and Akpotor A. S. (2007). Readingsin General StudiesVolume 11:
Peaceand Conflict Management Studiesin Africa. Benin: Peo Printers.

Cattan, H. (1969). Palestine, theArabsand I srael: The Search for Justice. London:
Longmens

Daily Champion (1999, Dec. 5). UN Assembly backs Palestine’s bid for self-
determination (p.11).

David J. Francis(2006). Peaceand Conflict Studies: AnAfrican Overview of Basic
Concepts. University of Bradford, Centrefor Peaceand Conflict Studies

Dyllick-Brenzinge, P. and M auer sber ger, C. (2006). An Introduction to the | sragli-
Palestinian Conflict followingWALTZ’ Levelsof Andysis. Retrieved from hitp:/
’ww.imstall.com, January, 2015.

Eban, Abba (1993). The New Diplomacy: International Affairsin the Modern
Age. New York: Random House

El-Miskin, T. (1989). Pdestineand theMiddle East. A Paper for the National Seminar
onthecurrentinitiativesintheMiddle East.Nigerialndituteof Internationa Affairs,
Lagos.

Erondu, N.A. and Obasi, O. O. (2000). Basic text: Citizenship Education (Part
Two). Owerri: Centrefor Research and Manpower Devel opment.

Faleti, S.A. (2006). Theoriesof Social Conflict. Ingtitute of African Studies, University
of Ibadan

Gresh, Alain (1983). The PLO, the Sruggle Within: Towards An Independent
Palestinian Sate. London: Zed BooksLimited.

Goddard, S. (2006). Uncommon Ground: territorial conflict and the politics of
legitimacy. International Organization 60, No. 1 (Winter): 35-68.

Gurr, Ted R. (1970). Why Men Rebel. Princeton: Princeton University Press

Mordi E. N. and Aboribo, R. O. (1992). Contemporary Issuesin Africa and the
Middle East.Benin City: Amobik Press.

Nidal, M. (2006).HAMAS, not recognizing Israel. The Pointer, February 12, p.10

Ndolo, I. S. (2005).Understanding national integration and nation building.
International Journal of Communication, 3, 04.

Odafe, D. M. (1998). Contemporary History of theMiddle East, (HIS302 L ecture),
DdtaState University, Abraka, 20th March.

Sheizaf, Naomi (2014). Why Do Palestinians Continueto Support HAMAS, Despite
Such Devastating losses? Retrieved 02-01-17, Anne Pag/Activestills.org

Smith, P.A. (1984.) Palestine and the Pal estinians 1976-1983. Sydney, (room Helm)

International Journal of Advanced Legal Studies and Governance 61
Volume 7, Number 1 & 2, April & August 2018
ISSN: 2141-6710



Theodore H. F. (2008). Power SHARING: Concept and Cases. Lebanon:
International Centrefor Human Sciences.

Umar, M. Birai (1989). Palestine and the Middle East: A paper for the National
Seminar oncurrentinitiativesintheMiddle Eagt, hddinNigerial ndituteof Internd
Affairs, Lagos.

Sunday Pointer (2006). Will HAMAS ever recognize | srael ? February 12.

Tuastad, D. (2013). Hama-PL O Relation Beforeand After the Spring. TheMiddle
East Policy Council Journa Essay, Department of Culture Studiesand Oriental
Languages, University of Odo Fal 2013, Volume XX, Number 3 Retrieved 02-
01-17www.middleeastpolicy journal.org

TheGuardian (1999, December 30). Triumph of Terror: thevictory HAMAS at the
pollsin Palestineraisesfearsthat the peace processinthe Middle East may be
threstened (p.11)

Tell Magazine, 2006, February 13

TheGuardian, 2006, February 23.

ThePunch (2006). HAMAShailsvisit to Russaasabreakthrough. February 1.

Vanguard (2006). HAMAS breakstrucewith Isragl. June 12, p. 14.

Yaacov Bar-Siman-Tov (ed) (2010). Barrier to Peace in the Isragli-Palestinian
Conflict, theJerusdlem  Indtitutefor Israel Studies, theHay Elyachar House, 20
Radak St., 92186 Jerusalem, Retrieved 10 January, 2017. http://www.jiis.org

Zureik, E. (1979). The Palestiniansin Israel: A study in internal colonialism.
London: Rout ledge.

International Journal of Advanced Legal Studies and Governance 62
Volume 7, Number 1 & 2, April & August 2018
ISSN: 2141-6710



