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ABSTRACT

This study examines social studies education as a tool for checks and balances
to political irregularities and franchise in Nigeria. The aim is to explore how
social studies education can be used in correcting political irregularities in
exercising franchise in Nigeria. Social studies education is concerned with
citizenship education which entails a complex process of inculcating societal
norms, morals, knowledge, skills and values that serve as checks and balances
to political irregularities and franchise. Based on this premise, social studies
education emphasizes the acquisition of the relevant skills, knowledge, values
and beliefs and other capabilities that are significant in conformity with the
checking of political irregularities as been observed in exercising political
franchise. Social studies education is transformative in contents, objectives and
accommodates contemporary issues, social issues, environmental issues, and
most especially political matters for the purposes of re-organizing political
structure in society.
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INTRODUCTION

The objective of social studies educationin Nigeriaisto inculcateinto the citizenry,
knowledge, values and attitudesthat are rel evant in emphasizing citizenship education
among the e ectoratesand the politica classin Nigeria. Citizenship educationisaprocess
of preparing and equipping Nigeriacitizensfor better internalization of truedemocracy for
thecitizensto belegally minded and socially inclined in practicing and exercising their
political rightsand aswell in selecting their conscientious|eadersinto variouspolitical
officeswithout the disenfranchising any Nigerian citizen that is 18 yearsand above as
enshrined conspicuously in Chapter IV of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria(1999). Nigeriaisapolitical entity that isin recent timesexperiencing various
politica irregularitiesand disenfranchised of her citizensright to voteand bevotedfor. This
political abnormally hasesaten deep into thetender political growth and devel opment of the
country’sdemocracy. It isobviousas shownin the past and present political electionsin
thecountry, severd irregularitiessuch asimposition of candidatesboth at political eection
primariesand thegenera politica e ectioneering processesinthecountry. Theseirregularities
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have polarized Nigeria strue democracy astheright to vote and be voted for isbeing
hindered with the presence of political |eadersimposing their choiced candidates at the
neglect of the electorates. Thishasinhibited political values such ashonesty, patriotism,
nationalism, therule of law and processes of law that are of necessity for true political
development processes of acountry. Political irregularitiessuch asexercising political
franchise arefactsthat are established dueto the corrupt practices and greedy nature of
thepoalitical class. They are common featuresthat even our contemporary youths adopt
them asnormsof attaining political heightsin Nigeria

Theyounger generation seesit asanormal way of lifethat isused to secure power
into officesirrepectiveof ther digibility for such positions. Theyouthsdespisetheadverse
consequencesof theseirregularitiesdueto the nature of tendenciessuch asgreed, corruption,
fraud, arson and pridewhich the political classhaslaid down . Nigerian have suffered
enormous attacksfrom theirregularitiesthat are been practiced by the political leaders
andthishavestand asabarrier tonorma growth and devel opment of the Nigerian economy.
If the adverse effectsof theseirregularitiesand political disenfranchiseasbeen perpetrated
by the political eitesare not checked, it will derail and disrupt the progressof Nigeria's
true democracy.

Socia studieseducation therefore servesasameansof curbing thissocial menace
inthe country, asagainst active, vibrant and true political practicesin Nigeria. Social
studies Education emphasi zes citizenship education in its nature, scope and contents
Citizenship education isaprocess of preparing and equipping the Nigerian citizensfor
positiveand successful livinginthe Nigerian complex societies. It assstsin disseminating
the necessary knowledgeneeded in correcting palitical abnormdlitiesthat arenotin conformity
withtruedemocracy. Citizenship education calsfor amedium through which theeectorates
aremadeto be consciousof their fundamental political rightsaswell asmora rightsthat
emancipateagrowing society like Nigeria. Thisstudy istherefore structured to eval uate
socia studieseducation asatool for checksand balancesto palitical irregularitiesand
franchiseinNigeria

Social SudiesEducation and Franchisein Nigeria

Socia SudiesEducationisavita concept that entail sthe critical study of man’sinteraction
with hisenvironment, how maninfluenceshispolitical environment andin turninfluenced
by hispalitical environment. Theimportance of socia studieseducation isto project and
disseminateva uableknowledgethat are suitablefor addressing the chalenges confronting
thedectoratesinthe present fast changing political society. Inorder to correct thepolitical
irregul arities processes, which include disenfranchi sement, adequate recognition of the
fundamental political rightsof Nigeriansto enablethem exercisetheir political rightsand
franchisethat will enhancethegrowth of democracy inthecountry isnecessary. Therefore,
socid studieseducation createsinthemind of thecitizenstheir political responsbilitiesand
rightsincluding theright to vote and bevoted for without undueinterferenceby thepolitical
leadersin the Nigerian society (Osakwe and Itedjere, 2005). Akinlaye (2003) supports
thisview, when he statesthat socid studieseducation createsawarenessand understanding
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inour ever-evolving socia and palitical environment. Therefore, socia studieseducation
hasthemandateto createthepolitical normsinthemindsof al Nigeriansthat emanatesan
evolvement of better atmospherethat isnecessary for theelectoratesin puttingin place
truedemocracy inNigeria. Politica franchiseistherightsand privilegesthat empower the
citizenry of acountry to participatefully intheelectora process. Itisthefundamental rights
and privilegesthat are bequeathed to all Nigerianswithin the agelimit of 18 yearsand
aboveirrespectiveof their sex to performtheir politica civicrights. Itisequaly therights
and privilegesthat eligible Nigerian citizenshaveto voteand bevoted for during el ections
that are conducted in the country. Political franchise arelegal rightsthat aredueto an
individualswho are qualified to take part in the sel ection of their leaders, representatives
into variouslevelsof political officesinthecountry. Itisaright bequeathed to aNigerian
whoiscrime-free, mentaly saneand of eighteen yearsand above, aswell asamember of
thecountry either by birth or by nationalization.

Itistheright of the citizens of Nigeriawho possess the political attributes and
qualification in any country. Theattributesand qualificationsof the citizensare derived
from the constitution of thefedera republic of Nigeria. It dependson the government’s
decision but most democratic governments do not bequeathed therightsto vote or to be
voted for based on sex or race. Resident aliensone allowed to exercisetheir franchise
provided they meet up with the requirements of the Constitution irrespective of sex or
race. For instance, some membersof the European Union and common weal th of nations
led credenceto the aboveinformation (Wikipediaof suffrage, 2014). Political franchiseis
aright specialy conferred onagroup of peopleor individua sasintheNigerian congtitution
by the Nigerian government, most especidly privilegesareto beextended todigiblevoters
without disenfranchisement; by participating in choosing their political office seekers.
Williamson (1960) supportsthe aboveview when hepositsthat in palitics, franchiseisthe
right conferred on individual sto vote, without restrictions as stated in the constitution of
the United States of America. Inthe samevein, Vaughn (1974) lend credenceto theview
of Williamswhen he explained that some Statesin the United States of Americaposses
somecondtitution that governsthe qualificationsof voters. Politica franchisein Nigeriais
synonymouswith theemergence of political partiesthat |ed to the selection of leadersin
the country and franchise hasto beon and continueto beexcept thereismilitary intervention
ingovernance.

POLITICAL IRREGULARITIESIN NIGERIA

The attainment of independenceby Nigeriaasasovereign statein 1960 issynonymousto
the evolvement of political partieswhichisthe genesisof the political activitiesinthe
country. Thesepolitica partiesaretheactive participantsof the Nigerian political process
andthecreatorsof palitical irregularities. Irregularitiesareincul cated in the citizens by the
variouspolitica ditethat arethemsalvescharacterized with fraudulent actssuch as, eectord
rigging, stealing of ballot boxes, thuggery etc. Palitical irregularity isaphenomenon that
has encouraged the sel ection of irrespons bleand tyrannous|eaders asrepresentatives of
themasses. Theact of irregularitiesin exercising political franchiseby the Nigeria speople
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has polarized Nigerian democracy becausetheruling classhijacked the palitica rightsof
themassesfor their own exclusiverightsagaing theinterestsand capricesof theelectorates.
Itisan act that are controlled by some segments of the populacewho arein acabal by
nomenclature otherwisereferred to aseliteswhile somefew othersbelievein regular
exerciseof political franchise. In Nigeria, thepolitical franchise of the peoplecan besaid
tobeirregular inthepolitical terrain asthe peopleare deprived of their legal rightsto cast
their votesfor their choiced representatives. Irregularitiesin exercising political franchise
arefactsthat are established dueto the corrupt practicesand greedy nature of the political
class. Thepolitical leaderswho arein power are power drunk and as such exercisetheir
powerswithout due political process, thus, claim power astheir rightsto perpetuatetheir
stay intheir variousoffices.

Irregularitiesin exercising political franchisein Nigeriaencouragethe electorates
and deny themtheir rightsto select their choiceleaders. The Phenomenonincludesrigging
of election, secret thumb printingin private homes, carrying and stealing of ballot boxes
right inthe presence of security officialsaswell ashiring of political thugsto harassand
intimidate the e ectoratesto forcefully support themintheir anti politica activitiesthat are
against thewish of theelectorates. Theseare actsthat are characterized with democracy
inNigeria Politicd irregularitiesare not associated with political office seekersaone but
areassociated aswell withreligiousleaders, traditional rulersand community leaders.
They help and abateirregularitiesfor the selfish interest of political office seekersat the
expense of themasses. Theseclassof Nigerians supposeto advocate good moral's, norms,
societa valuesand custodian of therightsand privilegesof themasses. They advocateand
practicepalitica immoraity, disssminatesametother followersinther variouscommunities
and societies. Itisimportant to notethat asreligious|eaders, traditiona rulers, community
leaders, they arenot supposed to be advocatesof political immoraitiesbecauseof financia
benefits.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Socid studieseducationteachesmorals, disseminateinformation, knowledge, skills, right

attitudesthat are used to re-shapen negative attitude towards political irregularitiesinthe

country. It isthereforeimportant that al lovers of true democracy should abide by the
transformational content of socia studieseducation. Based on the above, thefollowing
recommendationsare made:

I Nigerian politiciansshould imbibethe culture of citizenship education that socia
studieseducation advocates.

ii. Political leadersand their associates, rligious|eaders, traditiona rulersand their
subordinates should abide by the political values, skills, knowledge of true
democracy as been advocated by socia studieseducation.

. The contentsof socid studieseducation should sensitizethe I ndependent Electord
Commission asan independent body to abide by political electoral processes.
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