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ABSTRACT

The study aims at determining the coverage of the violence by two newspapers
(Nigerian Tribune and Punch) in the 2011 Osun Sate General Election by
adopting content analysis as its research design. Theories adopted in carrying
out this study are agenda setting, two step flow and multi-step flow. This study
revealsthat the newspapersin this study were not very effective in publishing the
news concerning this brutal electoral violence within the period of four weeks
under review. It also reveals that the Nigerian Tribune newspaper covered more
stories on electoral violence than Punch newspaper and that the coverage of the
two newspaper s focused more on violence reportage than the effects of violence
on the el ector ates. The coverage of the two newspapers on the major actorsinthe
news also shows that ‘Politicians' and Political parties played greater role in
the news than others. The coverage of the two newspapers on victims of the
violence shows that ‘Electorates’ and ‘Press were most affected victims than
others. It therefore concludes that the two newspapers content analyzed were
not proactive enough in their responsibility of providing timely information to
the general public regarding the electoral violence, thereby leaving people in
the dark.
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INTRODUCTION
Sincethe end of the cold war, high premium has been globally placed on democratic
governance attained through successfully conducted el ectionsthat meet international
standards and acceptability. Thisisbased on the notion that agovernment that emerged
through atransparently conducted electionislikely to have an agendafor sustainable
devel opment, which contributesto peace and security. Asamatter of fact, scholarsare of
the opinion that peacefully conducted e ectionsthat arefreeand fair arealso critica tothe
maintenanceof both nationa aswell asgloba peaceand security. Acrosstheglobe, eections
aregenerally seen as platforms on which peoplefreely choosetheir leaders and make
significant contributionsto how their destiny and livelihood are shaped. Thisiswhy
democracy isseen asthefulcruminwhich asociety canlay astrong foundation for its
socio-economic and political stability. But when viewed against the backdrop of freeand
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fair elections, the political eventsin Nigeriahave been markedly different. Fromtime
immemorial, violence has been constant characteristics of human societiesall over the
world, andin particular, today’sworld isawash with violence (Ayeni, 2008). Electoral
violencewhichisthefocusof thisstudy isavariant of politica violencethat connotesthe
subversion of the electoral processthrough bruteforce, intimidation and attack or other
violent means. Historically, violenceisamgjor feature of political life, andin particular,
political violenceisacentrd part of political competition acrossthethreelevel sof government
inNigeria. Unfortunately, Nigeriafalswithinthecategory of nation Stateswhereeection
periods are usually associated with al formsof violence, and all manner of fissiparous
tendencies. Sufficeit to say that the search for an increased understanding of electoral
violencein Nigeriahasled to atorrent of studiesdevoted to thisphenomenon with part of
the studiescomprehensively addressingitsformsand dimensions (Okanya, 2001).

However, prevalent forms of political violence in Nigeriaexude in political
nations, arsons, violence-prone campaigns, thuggery, € ection-rel ated ethno-religious
criss, snatching of ball ot boxesand other vices. Analysts agreethat thishasbeen possible
because electionin Nigeriaisseenasa“do or dieaffair”. Thisviolenceismost often
carried out by gangswhose membersare openly recruited and paid by politiciansand
party leadersto attack their rivals, intimidate members of the public, rig el ections, and
protect their patronsfrom samilar attacks. It isintriguing to notethat membersof thepolitical
classrespons blefor instigating thisplethoraof violenceaswell astheir foot-soldierswho
underminethee ectoral processby perpetrating theseviolent actshave never been brought
to book. Political behaviouraistshave argued that violent electoral behaviour whichis
either intended to hurt or kill political opponentsor their supporters hasadevastating
human rightsimpact on ordinary Nigerians. Inthe samevein, they content that the scenario
isprevalent because of thenature of thepolitical system, theprevailing political cultureand
thelevel of political educationand socidization.

Inthe Nigerian case, electoral violenceismoreentrenched because our political
systemissupportive of zero-sum game politics. Thiswaswhy Otoghile (2009) describes
electord violenceastheradioactiveby-product of somestructura and atitudina didocations
inthesociety which affect thelevel of palitical participation of thecitizenry. Therun-upto
Nigeria'sApril 2007 eectionswasviolent, with campaigning in many areabeseat by political
killings, bombings and armed clashes between supportersand rival political factions
(Abutudu and Obakhedo, 2009). Thisviolenceforms part of abroader pattern of crises
and abusethat isinherent in Nigeria slargely unaccountable political system. Thissame
story cutsacrossthe States of thefederation. Theaarming dimensionsof thecrissandthe
fact that the perpetrators are never punished leading to agreat distortion of democratic
practice underscorethe need to examinee ectord violencein Nigeria spoliticswith specific
examples. Thus, thisstudy seekstofind out the dimension of Politica Violenceand Media
Coveragein Nigeria, why mediahavenot been ableto cover and report violence, and the
variouspre, during and post e ectord-violencethat characterized theApril 2007 eections
inNigeria Thisstudy thereforeexaminessome specific casesof eectora violenceassociaed
withtheApril 2011 general eectionsin Osun State.
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The Role of Mass Media in Society

Mass mediareferscollectively to al mediatechnologiesthat areintended toreach alarge
audienceviamasscommunication. Theterm aso refersto the organizationswhich control
thesetechnol ogies, such astelevision stations or publishing companies. Broadcast media
(also known as e ectronic media) transmit their information el ectronically and comprise
television, film and radio, movies, CDs, DV Dsand someother deviceslikecamerasand
video consoles. Alternatively, print mediauseaphysica object asameansof sending their
information, such as newspapers, magazines, brochures, newsd etters, books, leafletsand
pamphlets. Internet mediaisableto achieve massmediastatusinitsownright, duetothe
many mass mediaservicesit provides, such ase-mail, websites, blogging, socia network
and television. For thisreason, many mass mediaoutlets have apresence on theweb, by
suchthingsashaving TV adswhichlink to awebsite, or having gamesin their sitesto
enticegamerstovisttheir website. Inthisway, they can utilizethe easy accessibility that
theinternet has, andtheoutreach that internet affords, asinformation can easily bebroadcast
to many different regionsof theworld s multaneously and cost-efficiently. Outdoor media
isaform of mass mediawhich comprisesbillboards, signs, placards placed inside and
outside of commercid buildingsand objectslike shopsand buses, flying billboards (signs
intow of airplanes), blimps, and skywriting. Public speaking and event organizing can aso
be considered asform of massmedia.

Themassmediaperform their functionsin every society. Asthey performtheir
functionsin society, they do not work inisolation or inavacuum, but in conjunctionwith
other human and socia ingtitutions. According to Okunna (1999),

“Mass Media as a socializing agency works closely with other

socializing agencies like the family, the school, the church, and the

peer group. Through the process of socialization, the individual is

made aware of and internalizes the values, nhorms and acceptable

behaviour patterns of the society. The internalize means to learn

something so well that it becomes a part of you. The mass media as a

socializing agency provides a common knowledge, the internalization

of which enables people to operate as effective members of their

society” .

Wilbur (1991) usesthe s mpleand common terms such asWeatchers (Watchdogs), informer,

teacher and entertainer. Lasswell (1993) identifiesthe somefunctions of massmediato

indude

€) Surveillance of the environment: In every society, the massmediacarefully
watch what goeson and reportsthisinthe news. In thisway, themembersof the
society becomeaware of what i shappening around them. Thisrepresentstheway
news stories or eventsabout society are reported on the pages of the newspapers
and magazines. Through exposure to the same information and the same
interpretationsof events, peoplelearnto think along thesamelines. They do not
necessarily arrive at the same conclusion, although that may happen, yet they
focusonthesamee ementsof anissue. Thisiscalled the* Watchman” functionsof
communication.
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(b) Correlation of parts of the society in relation to their environment: This
functionamountstoacritica andyssof theeventsor newsitemsand the preparation
of theminds of the public for apossiblereaction to such eventsgoing on around
them. Thisisknown as*Editoriaizing” . An editoria recommendsaview pointsor
proposesaction onthepart of theindividual or government.

(© Transmission of culture from one generation to another: According to
Lasswell (1993), thisfunctionisbasi caly concerned with education and socidization.
Thesociety’ssocid heritageispassed from one generation to another. In primitive
societies, one' sheritage and traditionswerefirst passed aong by word of mouth.

Other functionsof masscommunicationinc udeentertainment, archieve, commerce, freedom

of expression and salf-actualization. Theentertainment function involvesprovision of the

messagesto anusetheaudience, helpthemto realize and easetheir tension.

TheAgenda Setting Theory

Thetheoretical framework for thiswork isagendasetting. Thistheory explainsthat the
massmedia, through the parti cular newsstoriesand other kindsof information selected for
publication aswdl| asthe prominence or emphas sascribed to such storiesand information,
do pre-determine which publicissuesareimportant and which arelessimportant in the
society at any giventime. Theunderlying assumptioninthistheory isthat mediaagenda
influence public agenda(that isto say, what issues people discuss at agiventime), and
public agenda, in turn, influence policy agenda, for instance, the policy priorities of
government.

Inany case, thispowerful wegponinthehandsof themediafor theaccomplishment
of the nobletask of setting agendafor the society, the mediatherefore, havethe potential
to set agendafor the society and mobilizethem for the establishment of the polity. They
can also beused in thereverse, setting diabolic agendawhich can destroy the peace and
tranquility of the nation. A lot more take place daily than what get reported. The
communicatorskeep the gate, allowing what getsthrough the mediagate and sieving out
othersthat arergected. So through thisgate-keeping process, the mediahave an enormous
power in steering thedirection of reportson eectora violencein Nigeria. Electord violence
has been the bane of Nigeria'sdemocracy, there hasbeen electoral violenceall over the
country, and thishas been caused and heightened by the palitical system. Theparamount
roleof thepressistoinform, educate and entertain the public. Electora violenceattracts
mediaattention both within and outs dethe country. However, someindigenous newspapers
do not cover, or rather, fail to publishinformation on eectord violencein Nigeriamediafor
either fear of attack by the perpetrators or have compromised their integrity for money
thustheir right and power to select what to and not to publish been influenced by the pay
masters. However, therisks associated with the coverage of suchviolenceisa so afactor
that hampers such reportage. The coverageof theedectora violenceintheNigerian Tribune
and The Punch Newspapersincludesthefollowing subcategories.

1 Nature: Thishasto dowith varioustypesof story covered e.g. interview, cover
story, newsanaysis, etc.
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2. Position of story: The concern of thisincludesthe variouspositions of the story
on theelectoral violence as covered by the newspapers, based on the pagethe
story isplaced.

3. M onth of coverage: Thiscategory concernsthe particular month of the coverage
of theelectora violence by The Nigerian Tribune/Punch newspaper

4, Subject matter: Thishasto dowith the subject matter of thestory ontheeectora
violenceviz: conflict, politics, religion and ethnicity

5. Toneof story: Thisincludesthe slant or tone of the story as covered by The
Nigerian Tribune/Punch newspaper, neutrd, favourableor unfavourable. Thisstory
can beneutra or favourable or unfavourableto the partiesinvolved in the story

6. Effect of theviolenceon theprincipal actors: The concern of thisincludes
how theviolenceaffectspolitical partiesand the el ectorates

7. The role of government in the violence: This concerns activities of the
government in curtailing theviolence, which could beactive, passiveor in-between

8. ActorsintheNews: Thishasto do with the principal actorsinthe newsduring

the period of the coverage of theviolence.

Historical Per spectiveof Nigeria’ sParty Politicsand Electoral Violence
Thereisno nation in the world today, which does not strivefor the attainment of full
democracy, thematerial and spiritual empowerment of her people. However, asstriving
differsinthe consciousrealization of theseideas, many nationsarestill caught inthetragic
danceof hypocrisy and deceit. Such nationsrisk the danger of total violenceandthe pains
of collective unrest. To many well-meaning observers and commentators, the
democratization processin Nigeriahasat best been haphazard and at worst non-existent.
The contradictions of our colonial past and our inability to evolve aworkable political
system stem from the opportunism and lack of vision of most of the post-colonial dlite.
Okwudiba (1978) opinesthat ethnicity, morethan any other factor isat theroot cause of
this. Politics, during the eraof the nationalist strugglefor independencefrom colonidism,
was dominated by the conflict arising from the assertion of interests other than national
interest (Okwudiba, 1978). Intheir inter-class struggles, the hegemonic regiona factions
of theseprivilegecdassespaidlip servicestothedesrability of nationa unity, and condemned
ethnicparticulariam. For dl intentsand purposes, these decl arationswerenot taken serioudy
and were never intended to be. The same peoplewho inveighed against ethnicity and
ethnicidentity smultaneoudy ingtitutionalized them by making them abasi sfor economic
participation at both theregional and nationa level (Okwudiba, 1978).

Theamal gameation of the Protectorates of Northern and Southern Nigeriain 1914
marked the beginning of astupendouseffort in socio-political engineering. That is, the
creation of amodern State out of acollection of anumber of independent nation States
and nationalities. Add to that, thediversitiesinreligion, cultureand tradition, language,
geography/climateamong otherswhenthe Sir High Clifford Condtitution of 1922 introduced
the“Elective Principle” in governance, Herbert S. H. Macaulay followed up with the
Nigerian National Democratic Party (NNDP) which contested and won all three seats
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allocated to Lagosin the 1922 L egislative Council Elections, one would say that the
experiment wasoff to agood and promising start. The Nigerian Youth Movement (NY M)
wasapan-Nigerian political organization and drew its membership acrossthe country.
However, theethnicity questioninthecountry eventualy led toitsbreak-up. The successor
National Council of Nigeriaand Cameroon later renamed National Council of Nigerian
Citizens(NCNC,) fared little better asthelate Chief Obafemi Awolowao’sAction Group
Party took over and Northern People’'s Congress (NPC) transformed itself from an
essentially cultural organizationinto apolitical party with the philosophy of “OneNorth,
OneDestiny and OneGod” . Although the NCNC hung ontoitsuniversaistic Pan-Nigeria
vision and dreams, the carpet-crossing episode practically reduced it to aregional party
with thereturn of Zik to the East to assume power through acrisiswhose unwholesome
effect oninter-ethnic relationsin Eastern Nigeriaremainstill thisday. Theformation of
other political partiesand associationswith clearly limited horizonse.g. United Middle
Belt Congress(UMBC), Ibadan Parapo, Northern Elements Progressive Union (NEPU)
demonstrates conclusively that the NCNC was the odd man out in her visionary one
Nigeriawhereethnic and religiousdifferences did not matter and should not count.

SinceNigeriabecameindependent on October 1, 1960 with pomp and pageantry,
the history of elections has been steeped in violence. Thisdescriptionisapt becauseit
appeared that Nigerians seem to have acquired aculture of electoral violenceassix of the
seven generd dections conducted sinceindependencein 1960 have beenviolence-ridden
1964/1965, 1979, 1983, 1999, 2003 and 2007 (Malu, 2009). For example, at
independence, the country adopted a parliamentary system of government akinto the
British type. Thefirst post-independence el ection organized by that government led by
Prime Minister Tafawa Balewa/President Nnamdi Azikiwe in 1964 and 1965 were
characterized by widespread complaintsof fraud, violence and intimidation (Osaghae,
1998). Protest in thewake of theregional € ections, whichin someareas degenerated into
aviolent exercisein competitiverigging, led to widespread violence and inter-communal
rioting that claimed morethan 200 lives (Anifowose, 1982), and later in January 1966, the
military struck and thefledging Nigerian democracy wasthwarted by theaction of itsvery
own practitioners.

From 1966, themilitary held sway until 1979 when they handed over to another
civilian government headed by Alhaji Shehu Shagari of the National Party of Nigeria
(NPN). The Shagari-led government organized acivilianto civilian trangition e ection but
again, likeitsFirst Republic through very violent means of connivancewith theelection
management body, Federal Election Commission (FEDECO) and security forces. That
again set the stagefor the second wave of military intervention in the nation’spoliticson
December 31, 1983. Themilitary from then remained in power until May 29, 1999 after
severd attemptsof trangtionto civilian rule. Sufficeit to say that between independencein
1960 and 1999 when civilian rule was restored, Nigeria produced only two elected
governmentsand both were overthrowninmilitary coupsd etat. Sincetherestoration of
civil rule, attemptshave not been made by politiciansto degpen and strengthen democracy.
Instead, Nigeriahasonly added to its history of fraudulent and violent elections. The
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1999, 2003 and 2007 general electionsthat brought President Olusegun Obasanjo and
later |ate President Umaru Yar’ Aduato power were marred by such widespread violence
andfraud. Inthe samevein, the 2003 el ectionswere more pervasively and openly rigged
than theflawed 1999 polls, and these events set the stage for the 2007 el ectionswhich
both domestic and foreign observerssuccinctly described astheworstin Nigeria shistory.
Many formsof violencewererecorded acrossthe Statesin the 2011 general eections.

METHOD

Thisstudy attemptsto examine The Punch and Nigerian Tribune newspapers coverage of
the 2011 electoral violencein Osun State. Theresearch method adopted for thisstudy
was content analysis. Two newspapers—the Nigerian Tribune and Punchwereanayzed
from March 31 —May 4, 2011 editions on the coverage of the general election with
particular referenceto what happened in Osun State. A sampleof 8 editionsof boththe
Nigerian Tribune and Punch newspapersrespectively were selected for thisstudy. The
study focuseson the magnitude of the coverage and the prominence of electoria violence
during 2011 generd dections. Sampling of thetwo newspapers(NigeriaTribuneand The
Punch) were carried out within four weeksinterval before, during and aweek after the
genera electionsfor any possibleeectora violencethroughout the election period. The
dataobtained for thisstudy were analysed using frequency distributiontableand smple

percentage.
RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1 showsthat theviolencewasgiven more coverageonApril 19andApril 27 by The
Nigerian Tribune newspaper. While both newspapers had the same coverage of theevents
onbothApril 23 and April 28, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper had more coveragethan
the Punch newspaper onApril 19 andApril 27. Between March 31 and April 18 witnessed
theleast coverage by The Nigerian Tribune newspaper, while The Punch newspaper had
no coveragein the above mentioned dates. Table 2 showsthat street fight and destruction
of property had the highest coveragewith (41%) , while Gun/shooting had (18%). Table
3 showsthat the coverage of The Nigerian Tribune and Punch newspaperson the effect of
theviolenceisasfollows: lossof property (25%), rigging (17%), assassination (8%), loss
of lives (17%), murder (8%), death (8%), and mortal injury (17%). Theresultsindicate
that the nature of news covered on the 2011 Osun State electoral violence by Nigerian
Tribune and Punch Newspaperswas moreof electoral violencethan other stories.
Thestudy indicate that the personalitiesmentioned in the newspapers coverage of
electora violenceduring the 2011 genera e ectionsin Osun Statewereeither portrayed as
the agentsof the organization conducting the e ection (INEC) or asthe electoratesvested
withthecivicright of voting. Table4 showsthat coverage of The Nigerian Tribuneand
Punch Newspaperson thed ection was morefavourableto aparty with 53%, whileit was
unfavourableto another with 13%, neutral wasonly 17%. Table 5 showsthat the active
formed thelarger role of government in the violence as covered by both newspaperswith
50%, followed by passivewith 33%, neutral wasonly 17%. Table 6 showsthe coverage
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of Nigerian Tribune and Punch newspaperson thevictimsof theviolence. TheNigerian
Tribune covered more storieson electoral violencethan Punch newspaper withinthe 4
weeks under review. Between the period of Tuesday, March -31 and Thursday, April —
28, 2011, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper had thetotal of 66.7% coverage on electoral
violencewhile Punch newspaper only had 33.3% coverage on electoral violence. The
coverage of thetwo newspapersfocused more on el ectoral violencethan other stories
withinthe4 weeksunder review. Within thisperiod, newson eectora violenceweregiven
morefocusthan other storiesbeing amatter of national interest. Within the same period,
thetwo newspapers covered other storiesaside €l ectoral violence but their coverageon
thelossof property was higher than rigging, assassination and other effectsof violence.
Theresult of the el ection being unfavourableto some politica partiesresulted in electoral
violenceinwhich people'slivesand property werelost, however, the coverage of thetwo
newspapersfocused more on theloss of properties.

The coverage of thetwo newspapersindicated that government wasactiveinits
roleof providing appropriate security to the peopleto safeguard their livesand property
by deploying anti-riot armed policemento guard al the polling centerswherevoting exercise
wasto be carried out, and to the areaswhere the violence was taking place. Themajor
actorsinthe news coverage of thetwo newspapersindicated that newsabout politicians
and political parties, being amatter of national interest were given more attention onthe
pages of the two newspapersthan other contemporary storieswithin the period under
review. The coverage of thetwo newspapersa so reved ed that thevictimsof theviolence
includethe el ectorates, politicians, aspirants, government officials, pressand others.
However, the el ectorates and press suffered more from the violence and the aftermath
effect of theviolence produced public fear and apprehension.

Hence, theeffect of publicfear relatively greater than others. Gun shooting, Street
fight, hooliganism, freefor all fight and destruction of property constituted the types of
violence covered by thetwo newspaperswithin the period under review. However, street
fight and destruction of property recorded higher magnitude than gun shooting. There
werevariousclashesbetween party supportersand political thugswhich degenerated to
street fights, and people’s property were destroyed in the process. The newspapers
reviewed did not give much prominenceto thereporting of electoral violence, asthetwo
newspapersonly reported twel vetimeson e ectoral violencein Osun Statethroughout the
period of the elections. Thisiscontrary to the meaning of news according to Hodgson
(1984) that “ events, no matter how significant they are, therewould be no newsuntil they
arereported to thepublic”.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Consdering the nature of the electoral violence, especialy at thefirst quarter of theyear
2011, onewould expect the news of the electoral violenceto bearunning onein many
editionsof any reputable medium inthe country. All newspapersavailablein the country
wereeffectiveinthepublishing of newsconcerning thisbrutal eectora violence. However,
the two newspapers content analyzed in thisstudy failed to give detail ed reports of the
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2011 electoral violencein Osun State, despite that people deserved to know. Only two
editions of the newspapersanalyzed carried the violence asacover story. It wasalso
discovered that much of the coverage wasinterviews, which showsthat the Nigerian
mediarely moreoninterviewsfor itssource of information than other news sourcesthat
arecredible. Electoral violenceis sparsely reported in Nigerian newspapers and when
they do, politiciansand political partiesget more mentioned than any other. Reporters
should betrained on how to cover eectora violencewithout getting wounded themsalves
or becoming victims; accurate reportage of violence may help our electoral system.
However, corrupt or paid reportage where news are bought and sponsored or killed, dl in

the name of ownership factor and godfatherism should be discouraged.

Table1: Daysof Coverage

Days of coverage Nigerian Tribune The Punch Total (%)
Tuesday, March — 31 1 - 1
Monday, April — 18
Tuesday, April — 19
Saturday, April —23
Wednesday, April —27
Thursday, April — 28
Total

Source: Literature Review, March 31 - April 28, 2011

OFRPNRFENBR
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Table 2: Types of violence

Types of violence Nigerian Tribune The Punch Total (%)

Gun/shooting 2 - 2(18)
Street fight/hooliganism/freefor all fight 3 2 5(41)

Manslaughter - - -
Arson

Destruction of properties

Others

Total

Source: Literature Review, March 31 - April 28, 2011

Q' W
NN

Table 3: Effect of violence
Effect of violence Nigerian Tribune The Punch Total (%)
Loss of properties 2 1 3(25)
Rigging 1 2917)
Assassination - 1(8)
Molestation
Lossof lives
Murder

2(17)

- 1(8)
Deaths - 1(8)
Mortal injury 1 2917)
Total 8 4 12(100)
Source: Literature Review, March 31 - April 28, 2011

P RERR R
=

Table 4: Tone of the stories

Tone of story Nigerian Tribune The Punch Total (%)
Neutral 1 1 2(17)
Favourable 5 1 6(53)
Unfavourable 2 2 4(33)
Total 8 4 12(100)
Source: Literature Review, March 31 - April 28, 2011

:5(4)

_12(100)
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Table5: Roleof government in the violence as covered by The Nigerian Tribune and Punch newspaper

Roleof Gover nment Nigerian Tribune ThePunch Total (%)
Active 4 2 6(50)
Passive 3 1 433
Neutral 1 1 2(17)
Total 8 4 12(100)

Source: Literature Review, March 31 - April 28, 2011

Table 6: Victims as covered by the Nigerian Tribune and Punch newspapers.

Victims Nigerian Tribune ThePunch Total (%)
Electorates 3 1 433
Poaliticians - - -
Aspirants 2 1 325
Government Officials - - -

INEC Officids 1 - 19
Press 2 2 433
Security - - -
Students - - -
Others - - -

Total 8 4 12(100)

Source: Literature Review, March 31 - April 28, 2011

Table7: Showing aftermath of violence

Aftermath of theviolence Nigerian Tribune ThePunch Total (%)
Public fear 4 1 5(40)
Fatherless/Motherless children 2 1 3(24)
Economic reduction 1 1 2(18)
Nullification of election result 1 1 2(18)
Total 8 4 12(200)

Source: Literature Review, March 31 - April 28, 2011

REFERENCES

Anifowose, R. (1982). Violence and Politicsin Nigeria: Tiv and Yoruba Experience. Enugu: NOK
Publishers International.

Ayeni, A. (2008). Essentials of Modern African Journalism: A Premier. Lagos: Miral Printing Press

Abutudu, I. O. and Obakhedo P. I. (2009). Mass Communication Research Methods. London:
Macmillian PressLimited.

Hodgson (1984). The media of mass communication (Sthed.). Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Lasswell, H. D. (1993). The Sructure and Functions of Communication in Society. New York: Hoit
Rinehart and Winston.

Malu, J. (2009). Mass Media, People and Politics in Nigeria. New Delhi: Concept Publishing
Company.

OkanyaA. R. (2001). Mass communicationin Africa: Abook of Readings. Delta PublishersLimited.

Okunna, |. A (1999). International Conflict Resolution. Theory and Practices. Sussex: Wheat Sheat
Books.

Okwudiba, N. (1978). Journalismand Society. |badan: Evans Bothers Limited.

Osaghae, S. (1998). Introduction to Mass Communication. Lagos. Rethan Press Limited

Otoghile, G. (2009). Nigeria Mass Media and National Crises. Lagos, Nigeriapress Council.

Wilbur, S. (1991). The News Media in National and International Conflict. London West Views
Press/ Boulder.

International Journal of Advanced Legal Studies and Governance, Vol.5 No. 2, August 2015 88
ISSN: 2141-6710



