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ABSTRACT

This work focuses on socio-political exclusion which characterises the Nigerian
fourth republic and the damage it has brought to the system. It is structured to
address the conceptualizations of Socio-political exclusion, Democracy, and the
Nigerian Fourth Republic; observed acts of socio-political exclusion in the
Nigeria's Fourth Republic and the repercussion of this exclusion on the nation.
Exploiting the Marxist social conflict theory and drawing infor mation from events
which have been unfolding as depicted in the news media and other authoritative
sources, the discourse observes that, the myriad of problems inherent in
contemporary Nigeria sprang out of the unlevelled political playing field
designed and handed down by the ruling class made up of retired military and
their civilian cronies. It concludes therefore that unless the political contest
field is redesigned to accommodate those that are currently excluded from both
socio political and economic activities; the ensuing crises might bring the fourth
republic just like its predecessors to an undesirable end.
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INTRODUCTION

When the Nigerian military retracted to the barracksin 1999 following the el ections
conducted that sameyear, sighsof relief engulfed the entire nation asmany thought the
incoming system of government would accord them the opportunity to participatefully in
the politicsof their lands. But this hope became dashed when the popul ace reali sed that
thekind of democracy being bequeathed isonethat would actual ly disenfranchisethem.
Actsthat promoteelitism, classism, ethnocentrism, rightsabuse aswell aspoliciesthat
systematicaly excludethe ordinary people socidly and politically soonbecamerifeinthe
polity. Theelectorate particul arly realised how politiciansromancethemonly tolegitimise
rigged el ections and thereafter dump them. But this has not done the system any good
particularly as some aggrieved individual sand groups now engage the state for being
short-changed. Whilethishodtility rages, thegovernment who now findit difficult to deliver
public goods blamesitsinability onthisinsurgency. Thisindeed isthe security challenge
facingthecountry. So, utilisngtheMarxist socid conflict theory which foreseesrevol ution
asoutcomeof theruling class’ oppression of itssubjects, thiswork examinesthe nexus
between socio politica exclusionand the myriad of problemsthat istearing the Nigerian
fourth republic apart. Drawing information from unfolded eventsaswell asnewsmedia
reports, variousformsof exclusioninherent inthe erawere analysed before arriving at
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conclusion and the recommendationsthat aimsat preventing adoomsday. Democracy
which originatesfrom the Greek word ‘ demokratia’ meaning rule of thepeople, isaform
of government that allowsall eligiblecitizensto participate equally - either directly or
indirectly through el ected representatives- in the proposal, devel opment, and creation of
laws. It contrastswith forms of government where power iseither held by oneperson, as
inamonarchy, or asmall number of individuas, asin oligarchy. Sergeant (2006) listsseven
elementswhich should characteriseevery democratic polity. Theseare: citizens involvement
in decision making, asystem of representation, therule of law, an electoral system of
majority rule, somedegree of equality among citizens, somedegreeof liberty or freedom
granted to or retained by citizens, and education.

Socio-Political Exclusion, asoreferred to asmarginalisation isatermused to
denotethe various processes by which individual s or entire communities of peopleare
systematically blocked from rights, opportunities, and resources such as employment,
civic engagement, democratic participation, due processand health carethat arenormally
availableto membersof society and which arefundamental to social integration (Silver,
1994). Political exclusion canincludethedenial of citizenship rights such aspolitical
participation and theright to organise, and al so of persona security, theruleof law, freedom
of expression and equaity of opportunity. Socio-politica exclusoniscommonly embodied
inelitism, classsm, sexismor discrimination onthebasi sof sex, ethnocentrismand cronyism.

All theseinvolve prejudicesor discrimination on the basisof socia class, sex or
ethnicaffiliation. They includeindividua attitudesand behaviours, syssemsof policiesand
practices that are set up to benefit a particular group at the expense of others (Kadi,
1996). Policiesare madeto enable particular familiesor clans, for instance, to assume
sometraditiond political pogitionswhilebarring othersfrom enjoying thesameopportunities.
Theoutcomeof thisexclusionisthe prevention of affected individuasor communitiesfrom
participating fully inthesocio-economic and politica lifeof the society inwhichthey live.
Materia deprivationwhichresultsin poverty isthe most common outcomeof this. This, of
courseisin addition to the emotional and psychological traumasusually suffered by the
excluded people. The phrase” Nigeria s Fourth Republic” isused to denotewhat isbeing
referred to asthe peoples’ representative government of Nigeriawhich since 1999 has
governed the country according to thefourth republican congtitution. Thiscongtitution was
adopted on May 29, 1999 when themilitary officially handed over palitical authority tothe
civiliansbeforeit retracted to the barracks.

Elementsof Socio-Political Exclusion in Nigeria’ sFourth Republic

Elitismisobvioudy thefirst tool of socio political exclusion utilised at the inception of
current democrati c dispensation. Thearrangementsand scheming that ensued immediately
the country’spolitical contest field was declared opened in 1998 laid barethe desire of
retired military eliteand their croniesto take control of the country. They rallied round
Chief Obasanjo a retired military head of state with their resources which were
advantageoudy obtained fromlong yearsof military dictatorship. Before completing his
tenureof eight years, he encouraged Alhgji Umar Yar’ Adua—asibling of alateretired
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Generd ShehuYar’ Adua- hiserstwhile second in command to contest for the presidency.
TheNationd Assembly equaly witnessed theinflow of anumber of retired military personnd
and their cronies. A situation that enabled David Mark to emerged as the head of the
senatefor twoterms. Thissituation also replicated in most of thefederating states. States
and Federa Executive Councils have more often than not portrayed thissameimage as
namesof sameset of old paliticians, their family membersand cronies continueto reoccur
during appointmentsinto public positions. Through their public policiesand actionsthe
governing eitehaveobservably exduded the poor massesfrom socio palitica and economic
activities Since1999for ingtance, thecost of obtaining nominationformfor eectivepostions
haveonly been affordable by therich. Theleast pricefor someof thelower positionslike
that of local government chairmanship goesfor anaverageof 1 Million Naira.

Infact, thosewho obtained the ruling Peopl€ s Demoacratic Party nominationforms
to contest the Ekiti state governorship pollspaid asmuch as 10 Million Nairaeach which
isabout 6,000 U.S. Dollars PM (News, 2014). These are happening at atime when
about 70% of the population liveson lessthan one (1) U.S. Dollar aday and 92-4% on
lessthantwo (2) Dollarsaday (UNDRP, 2006). Another instance of exclusionismistheban
on private commercial busand motorbike servicesin Abujaand other major citiesin
Nigeriawithout arrangementsfor aternative meansof survival for the operators. These
operatorswho number in millionsacrossthe country have been pushed out of most states
city centreswherethey operated to fend for themselvesand their families. Along with
many others, they haveremainedjoblessintheir rurd communitieswherethey havebeen
relegated to, particularly asthe sameruling classhave by their maadministration neglected
therura areas. Theseunemployed arenow only temporarily employed whenever dishonest
moneybagsneed their servicesto carry out bombings, killings, eectord rigging, kidnapping
and their likes. Infact those conversant with Abujabefore the policy that banned bikes
fromthecity will recall that most operatorswerefrom the neighbouring statesof Nasarawa,
Plateau, Kaduna, Niger, Benue and Kogi wherejoblessyouthstoday constitute nuisance
and security threats. They are now mainly used to destroy political opponents and
supportersunder theguise of ethnoreligiousviolence.

Ethnocentrism hasequally been atool viawhich many havebeenmarginalised. In
fact, tribalism anditsattendant religious persecution, which hasalwaysplayed visbleroles
in Nigerian politics both prior and subsequent to the country’ sindependence, worsened
since 1999. Kin-selective altruism has madeitsway into politics and spurred various
attempts by tribaliststo concentratefederal power to aparticular region of their interests
(Rashid, 2003). Competitionsamongst mgjor ethnic groupsat both federal and satelevels
have continued to fuel graft and other corrupt practiceswhich consequently prevent the
citizenry from enjoying thedividends of democracy. Though not arecent phenomenonthat
pervades Nigeria(BBC News, 2007), casesof official misuse of resourcesfor personal
enrichment have even becomerifein the Fourth Republic. Thecountry isranked 139th out
of 176 countriesin Transparency I nternational’s2012 Corruption Perceptionsindex, tying
withAzerbaijan, Nepd, Pakisan and Kenya. Thegreed and selfishnessof thosein authority
fromthelocal tothe Federa levelsisafurther cause of frustration inthe system. Thosein
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authority care more about themselvesthan the citizens they took oath to serve. Their
emolumentsand entitlementsaretotally out of tunewith economicredlitiesinthecountry,
yet their appetitefor moreisinsatiable. They have becomean Island of privilegeand
luxury, inavast ocean of poverty and misery. Citizenswho respond to theseanomalies
overtly or covertly have more often than not had their human rightstrampled upon. The
security forces havebeen committing extra-judicid killingsand used | ethal excessiveforce
to apprehend crimina sand disperse demongtrators. Thekilling in 2009 of aformer Boko
Haram leader named Mohammed Yusuf whilein Police custody isone of the numerous
cases of right abusein the country. At aUnited Nations Human Rights Council heldin
Geneva, Ajoni (2008), reports several caseswhereimpunity reigned without further
investigationsof seriousabuses. Thereport cited how on February 25, 2008, policekilled
approximeately 50 persons, burned nearly 100 homes, and destroyed morethan 150 market
stallsin Ogaminana, Kogi Stateto avengethereported killing of apoliceofficer by local
youths. Therearea so reportsthat the same security forces commit rape and other forms
of sexual violence against women and girlswith impunity. Thecase of Corporal Anthony
Onojawho raped atwo-year-old girl on the 15th day of June 2013 in Kabayi, Nasarawa
State (Thisday Newspaper, 2014), isone of the many instances of thiscrime.

Gender discrimination has a so manifested many atimein thefourth republic.
Though, the number of femalesin government increased when compared with previous
dispensations, those who strove to assume critical |eadership positionswere heavily
discriminated upon. They were not offered same level playing field with their male
counterparts. The cases of erstwhile speakersMargaret | cheen of Benue State House of
Assembly who wasimpeached and PatriciaEtteh at thefederd level who wasaccused of
wrong doing, madeto resign before being exonerated does not only demonstrate sexism
astheir male successors never proved to be better parliamentary leaders, but it equally
exemplify how through character assassi nation the poor masses have over theyearsbeen
deniedtheir political right of good representation.

Reper cussionsof Socio-Poalitical Exclusion in Nigerian’sFourth Republic
Socio-poalitical exclusionsasexemplified above have no doubt had its consequenceson
the pality. Following the marginalisation of the populace by the palitical class, many people
particularly theunemployed, unabletolivewiththegrowingleve of poverty and widespread
socid injustice, have opted to forcetheir way out of thisperiphery of society. Whilesome
accepted their fatesand decided to lean ontheir religionsfor consolation, othersthought it
wiseto resort to kidnapping whoever they perceive as belonging to the elite classto
survive. Thiswasthe beginning of kidnapping which Jonathan (2013) tracesitsoriginto
2006. Some of the victimsof kidnapping since then have been: Papa Jonathan- thelate
father of President Jonathan, Professor Kamene Okonjo - the mother of Dr Ngozi Okonjo
Iwealathe Finance Minister, Justice Rhodes wifeand daughter, Bishop IgnatiusK attey,
and Chief Mike Ozekhome. Along with kidnapping, petroleum pipelinevandalismwas
equally atrend that characterisethe hay daysof Niger Deltamilitancy whichitself was
fallout fromthemarginalisation of their communities.
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Now, asection of thecitizenry particularly inthe country’ s north, who sought refugein
Idamtoamdioratetheir sufferings, joined and strengthened the Congregation of the People
of Tradition for Proselytism and Jihad otherwise known as‘ Boko Haram'. Thisgroup
whichinitially possessed no violent outlook was reported to assume violencewhen the
Police attacked and killed several of itsmembersduring afuneral procession without
provocation or apology. Itsmembers decided to retaliate because they seethepoliceas
agentsof the sameWestern educated €lite that forced them to the margins of society now
seeking to crimindizethem (ThePolitico, 2012:24). Thisexplainswhy their initial targets
werepolitical officeholdersand security agents. The Situation worsened when their |eader
Mohammed Yusuf was extrajudicialy executed whilein police custody. Boko Haram
decried thisand other state perpetrated violence aspolitical shariawhosejudgement only
amputates the arms of those who steal cowswhile public office holders get away with
massiveoffence.

Joblessand angry youthsall over the country including studentswho are out of
school duetoindustrid actionsnow seethe State asenemy. They embark onany available
jobtosurviveincluding attacking governmental functionariesfor payments. Hencedishonest
politiciansnow find thisgroup aready tool to unleash terror on the state. Some of those
rendered joblessthrough anti-masses policieslike the stoppage of okadas and private
commercia busesand taxisin Abujaand other citieshaveresorted to political thuggery
and gangsterism. Someeven engageinrobbery. At apoint, it wasdifficult for travellersto
passthrough Okenein Kogi Statewithout being harassed by hoodlums. The Ombatse cult
killingsin NasarawaStatearetill freshin our memory. And, of course, weknow theroles
unemployed youthsplay in Nigerian politica crisesasexemplified by the2011 post € ection
violence. Thishasaready |ed to voter apathy acrossthe country asevident inthevery low
number of peoplethat turn out to cast balotsinal thed ectionsheld after the 2011 incidence.
Apart from these, violent clashes between major ethnic groups and the minoritieswho
purportedly fight socio political exclusion haveled to blood bathsin placeslike Kaduna,
Benue, Nasarawa, Tarabaand Plateau States. Thishasled the government into imposing
curfewsand emergency rulesat onetimeor the other. All theseareindeed thesignsof a
collapsing republic. TheNigerianfirgt, second and third republicswereshort-lived following
sgmilar socio politica trendsthat characteri sed them. Thisrepublic may not bean axception
followingal theillsthat sociopoalitica exclusion have caused.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Explaining socio politica exclusion asperpetrated through €litism, class sm, ethnocentrism,
and corruption, and depicting itsmanifestationsinthe Nigerianfourth republic, thisdiscourse
concludesthat thisform of violenceismore debilitating to the country than the physical
violenceitingigates. Infact, it was established through exemplification of knownfactsthat
insurgency, militancy, vandalism, kidnapping and armed robbery which have undermined
Nigeria ssecurity and democracy areall acorollary of the psychological violence being
suffered by the popul ace as perpetrated or encouraged by the state. Hence, thisdiscourse
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opinesthat unlessthe people are madeto enjoy therule of law, equality of opportunities,
political and economic empowerment, freedom and educationwhich aretheactud dividends
of democracy, apolitical systemwill not only remaininsecure, but itsdemocracy will
continueto bethreatened by crisesthat are capable of terminating it. Based on these,
policiesthat seek to eliminate socio political exclusioninall itsramificationsshould be
championed by political leaders. The people should be empowered politically and
economically through asystem of inclusion into government, good governance and
accountability. Thepolitical classshould bejust enough to cut down to an affordableleve,
the cost of obtaining party nomination forms. Electoral reformsthat aim at eradicating
electora fraudsin itsentireramification should be embarked upon. Thisshouldinclude
legal reformsthat will enable electoral offendersfacethefull weight of thelaw without
discrimination. And finally, political offices should be madelesslucrative by adrastic
reduction to areasonablesizein themoniesand benefitsaccruing to political officeholders.
Thisfor surewill alow morefundsto beavailablefor empowerment and other devel opment
projects.
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