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ABSTRACT

USforeign policy over the decades particularly after the cold war has primarily
been to protect itsinterest and that of its allies. The occupation of the WWest Bank,
the Golan Height, the Gaza strip and US open support through her policies is
widely perceived by the Arabs as unjust, criminal and reprehensible fueling
terror and terrorism all over the world. This untoward development resulted in
the pockets of terrorist attacks on USand itsalliesin different parts of the Glaobe,
culminating in the bombing of the World Trade Centre and the pentagon in 2001,
making the USto redoubleit efforts and the formation of regional security groups,
(EUCOM, AFRICOM) and others in partnership toward fighting terrorism. Al-
Qeada, Al-Shabaal, Hezebolla, Hamas, and other incidence of local, National
and International acts of terrorismemanate fromthe Middle East and are directed
at USand her allies.
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INTRODUCTION

America’svital interestsin the Persian Gulf are constant and clear to help protect our
friendsintheregion againgt aggresson, towork with othersinthefight against terrorism, to
preservethefreeflow of oil and to build support for comprehensive middle East peace.
President Bill Clinton in an addressto the American people on 17th October, 1996. The
threat of terrorism today also comes from those with personal agenda which are not
motivated by political goals but whoseintentions and agendainclude M ass destruction.
Accordingtothelnternationa Police Review (1998), terrorism can be commendable, and
it can bereprehensible. Theterrorism we practiceisof thecommendablekind, foritis
directed at thetyrants, the aggressor and the enemiesof Allah (OsamaBin Laden, toa
Journalist, John Miler quoted in Times M agazine, 24th September 2001). From the above
citations, one can discern clearly why the endemic conflictua situationscontinuetoresar it
ugly heads. Former American President, Bill Clinton wasvery lucid and unmistakably
opinesthat the USisclearly out to articul ate, formul ate and executeaforeign policy thrust
that will bepro-American and alsoinfavour of USallied with thelate Terrorist-in-chief,
OsamaBin Laden enunciating the bitter fact that terrorismisboth commendable and
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reprehens ble depending onwhich sideonewantstoview it, to theextent that itisdirected
a“ Tyrant” and perceived infidelsby hisinterpretation and perception. Fromtheforegoing,
itisabundantly clear that theinternational community isat war withitsalf. The pocketsof
conflictssituation (inter and intrastates) portend grave consequencesand make mankind,
states (core and periphery) faceimminent self decimation asterrorism and threet of it have
left mankind traumatized and very unsure of tomorrow. (The ongoing war situationin
Syria, Irag, Afahanistan) thel srael — Pal estinian conflictsand otherslend credenceto the
fact that terrorism has been adopted by aggrieved persons, groups, organizationsand
states (nations) asatool intheir foreign policy arsenal to attaintheir objectivessinceitis
perceived asasafer instrument that ismoreimpelling than diplomacy. Asexpounded by
Sample(1987), itinvolvestheuseof violenceor thethregt of violenceto obtainan essentialy
pre-determined political demand (Okolie, 2004). USand her Europeansa lied and adjuncts
likeNigeriaarethe primetarget of Internationa terrorism.

The post cold war erawhich saw the balkanization of theformer Soviet Union
now Russawith it attendant de-decol onization of internationa political economy withthe
USremaining and becoming theonly surviving super power withimmensemilitary might,
strength and capabilities. Thefa | of communism enthrone Internationd capitalismandthe
disappearance of structural bi-polarity of the cold war saw the emergence of unipolarity
resultinginincreasing globalization, of certain coreva ueslikefreemarket economic, human
rightsand fundamental freedoms' ruleof law and democratization (Akindele, 1993). This
scenario leavesthe US asthe only country with the military, diplomatic, political and
economic assetsto be adecisive player in any part of theworld it choosestoinvolve
herself (Krauthmmer, citedinAke, 1993).

According tothecitation above given by USformer president Bill Clinton, theUS
has been pursuing policiesaimed at protecting thevital interest of Allied and adjuncts
particularly Israel, and viewed by theArabsascrimina, unjust, reprehensiveand interpreted
to mean the USimposing and implementing Skewed policiesin the middle East which
givescredibility to reprisalsand terrorist actions orchestrated by the Arabsin pursuit of
justice. Itisaxiomaticthat all theincidencesof international terrorism doin fact emanate
fromthe Middle East and are directed at the US and her allies. Incidence of terrorist
attack on US abounds and isin fact on theincrease. On 3rd October, 1993, 18 Army
Rangerswerekilledinaterrorist attack during US operation in M ogadishu Somalia; On
13th November, 1995, 5 Americansand 2 Indianswerekilled in acar bomb in Saudi
Arabia; on 7th August 1998 acar bomb explosion outside USembassiesin Kenyaand
Tanzaniakilled 224 people; on 12th October, 2000, at Yemen, asmall boat pulled beside
adestroyer, the USS Colewhileit wasrefueling and exploded killing 17 sail ors; the 1998
L ockerbie plane bombing leading to the death of over 280 people; and over 6000 people
werereported missing or dead inthe most horrendousterrorist attack (Akindele, 1993).

TERRORISM AND BOKO HARAM HISTORY IN NIGERIA

Terrorismhasnolegdly binding definition, but isreferred to asonly those violent act that
areintended to createfear, terror and are perpetrated for areligious, politica or ideological
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goasand deliberately target or disregard the safety of non-Combatant Record. Theword
terrorismispolitically loaded and emotionaly chargesand thiscompound thedifficultly of
providing aprecisedefinition. Studieshavefound out morethan 100 definition of terrorism.
In some cases, these groups are defined and described as* freedom fighter” by it supporter
and considered to beterrorist by itsopponent. The concept may be controversia asitis
often used by state authoritiesand individual swith accessto state support to delegitimized
political or other opponent potentialy legitimizethe State own use of armed force against
opponent. Such use of force may be described asterrorism by opponent of the state. At
the same time, reverse may al so take place when states perpetrate or are accused of
perpetrating Sateterrorism. Theusageof theterm hasacontroversd history withindividua
such asformer ANC and South African Leader Dr. Nelson Mandelaat apoint wasalso
branded aterrorist (Record, 2003). President Barrack Obamacommenting onthe Boston
Marathon Bombing of April 2013 declared “ Anytime Bombsare used to target innocent
civilian, itisanact of terror.

BokoHaram (A Hausatermfor “Western Educationisforbidden”) officidly called
itself “ Yamautul Athul Sunnah LiddaWeti Wal Jihad” which means* people committed to
the propagation of the prophetsteaching and Jihad”. Asits name suggest, thegroupis
adamantly opposed to what it seesasawestern based incursion that threaten their core
traditional values, beliefs, and cussomsamong M udim communitiesin the predominantly
Northern Nigeria Thisisan eloguent testimony to what thelate Premier of the defunct
Northern Region and Sardnanaof Sokoto, Sir Ahmadu Bello had declared in October
1960. “ The New Nation called Nigeriashould be an estate of our great grand father
Uthman Dan Fadio, we must ruthlessly prevent achange of power. We must use the
minority of the north asawilling tool and the south asaconquered territory and never
alow themtoruleover usand never alow themto have control over their future” (Parrot
Newspaper, 12th October 1960) republished by the Daily Tribune Newspaper of 13th,
November, 2002).

Inan audio tape posted ontheinternet in January 2012, aspokeman for the group
and present leader, Abubakar Shekau, even accused the US of waging war on Islam.
Membersof Boko Haram aredrawn primarily from theKanuri tribewho are concentrated
intheNorth eastern Statesof Nigeria. Since 2009 when it pioneer commander waskilled,
the sect hasbeen on the prowl attacking thosethey perceived to beengaginginun-Idamic
activities. The dreaded group has expanded its terrorist attack in Nigeriato include
International placessuch asthe UN building, the Force Headquarters, the EmbaPlaza
and the NyayaMotor Park bombing all inAbuja, the Federal Capita Territory (FCT) in
which scoreswerefeared death and the mother of it all, the Abduction of morethan 200
school girlsin Chibok, Borno State. The US department of Stateissued analertfor dl US
andWestern citizensto avoid mgjor hotel sin Abujabased onintelligencereport that Boko
Haram was going to attack (Adesoji, 2010). The overwhelming majority reportsof the
group attack have beenlocd targetswhich make sensegiventheloca orientation of their
ideology. Theattack on churchesisseen by many asan attempt to provoke Christiansinto
retaliatory attack against Muslimin order to spark widespread sectarian conflict soasto
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destabilizethe country. It isimportant to notethat Boko Haramisnot aunified, monolithic
entity; there are separate faction within the movement who disagree about tactics and
strategic direction. In some cases, they compete against each other for attention and
followers. A recent US House of Representative report suggeststhat onefaction of the
group may befocused on domesticissuesand another on violent internationa extremism.
InJuly 2011, agroup callingitself the Yusufiyyalslamic Movement distributed | esflets
widely in Maiduguri denouncing other Boko Haram factionsas* evil”. Theauthor of the
leafl et assertsthat thelegacy of itsfounder Mohammed Yusuf distanceitself from attacks
oncivilian and on placesof worship.

Terrorismisaso seen asaviolent product of an unequal distribution of power on
locdl, nationd or global level. Theunequal distribution of power feedsaperception of “Us
versus Them” aperception found inal ideologiesassociated with political violent groups
and movement. AsHoffman (2006) notes, terrorismisthe ddiberate cregtion and exploitation
of fear through violence or thethreat of violencein the pursuit of political changeandto
create power wherethereisnon or to consolidate power wherethereislittle. Mudimsin
Northern Nigeriaat onepointin history enjoyed considerable power relativesto othersin
West Africa, but they havewitnessed thefall of the Sokoto caliphate, therise of Western
European colonilization followed by successive military regimes, and now asecular
democracy. Unemployment andilliteracy arehighestinthe Northern part of Nigeria, where
Muslimsare predominant. In essence, power or lack of it playsanimportant roleinthe
activitiesof Boko Haram.

AN OVERVIEW OF NIGERIA-USPARTNERSHIP

Theend of the cold war in thelate 1980s, the information technology revolution and
globalization that followed, saw aparadigm shift in the concept of security. Apart fromthe
irritant bilatera relationsduring apartheid and the Abacharegime, United Statesof America
and Nigeriahave had along tradition of cooperation in economic development, governance
and maintenance of regiona peaceand security Meredith (2006). WhileNigeriarecognizes
USleadershiproleinglobd affairs, the USacknowledges Nigeria sleadership positionin
Africaaffairsand theimportance of the country on the pursuit of America'sAfricapolicy.
USpolicy toward Nigeriaisanchored or driven on the core values of democracy free
market enterprise, humanrights, socid justice, USeconomic and regiona global strategic
interest, peace and security, good governance and therule of law which providesenabling
environment for economic devel opment.

Nigeriahugeoil and gasreserve, ranking and positioniscentral to USinterest. In
thefaceof increasngincidence of interactiona terrorismdriven by Idamicfundamentai,
NigeriawithitlargeMudim population would be of gresat interest to the US, theleading
country inthe Globa war against aperceived globd peaceand security. TheUSisNigerid's
greatest trading partner and it undeniably its most important diplomatic partner. The
nullification of Nigeria sJune 12, 1993 presidential €lections, the substantial amount of
human right abuses and thefailureto embark on ameaningfully democratic trangtion, the
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UShad imposed sanction on Nigeria. After aperiod of increasingly strained relations, the
death of Abachain June 1998, and his subsequent replacement by Genera Abdulsalemi
Abubakar opened anew vista of improved bilateral relationship, asthe transition to
democracy progressed, theremoval of visarestrictions, increased high level visit of US
officia, discussion of future ass stlance and thegranting of vital nationa interest certificate
on counter-narcotic, effectivemarchin March 1999 pavetheway for the re-establishment
of closer ties between US and Nigeria as a key partner in the continent. Since the
inauguration of Obasanjo’sgovernment the bilatera relationship hascontinued toimprove
and cooperation on many important foreign policy goals such as peacekeeping has been
excdlent.

Nigeriagovernment on the other hand haslent strong diplomatic supportto US
government counter terrorism effortsinthe aftermath, of the September 11, 2001 terrorist
attack, Nigeriainitsofficia statement hasboth condemned theterrorist attacksand support
military actionsagainst the TALIBAN and AL-QAEDA.. Nigeriahasa so played aleading
roleinforging an anti terrorism consensus among statesin the Sub-Saharan Africa. An
estimated onemillion Nigerians, study and work inthe USwhileover 25,000 Americans
work andliveinNigeria

USforeign assistanceto Nigeriain combating public health menace contributesto
good governance. Thefact that Nigeriaiscurrently the economic power house of Africa
withtherichest black man and womanintheworld according to ForbesMagazine, Nigeria
isequally acapitaist economy likethe US provesthe prospects of cooperation between
both nations. The USishelping Nigeriato makeexceptiond effort toevolveandl inclusve
trangparent and effective democratic ingtitution, to hel p re-build basic mechanismsof good
governance, advancetherule of law, strengthen the capacity and transparency of law
enforcement agenciesand the Judi ciary by promoting existing watchdog groupsthat have
lobbied successfully to entrenched accountability pluralismin Nigeria sfiscal, electoral,
conflict management, politica and humanright affairs.

On peace and security, early in 2007, the US announced it would createasingle
Africacombatant command to bring together al the security programmethe US support
onthe continent. AFRICOM isfully operational to do all this. The USisbuilding the
cgpacity of ECOWA Sto prevent and respond to regiond ingtability, following theabduction
of morethan 200 school girlsin Chibok, North Eastern Nigeria, theUSanditsalliedis
stopping at nothing to ensurethat thegirlsarefreed. The US hassent introops, dronesand
recently blacklisted the organisation. No lesspersondly than thefirst lady of theUS, Mrs.
Michelle Obamaisintheforefront of the campaignto bring back our girls.

UNDERSTANDING US/'WESTERN INTEREST IN NIGERIA

NigeriaisAfrica slargest oil exporter and hasamassof untouched natural gasreserves. It
hasapopulation of morethan 180 million people and isthe continent biggest consumer
market. Despitethepolitica ingtability, the Nigerian economy isgrowing surpass ng that of
South Africa Though some reasonable measure of growth is seenin the economies of
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Kenya, Tanzania, and Ghana, they cannot catch up with Nigeria. Setting aside an extra
budget, Nigeriagovernment hasincreased spending on defenceby 130 billion naira, with
22 percent of thetotal budget assigned to the military because of the menace of Boko
Haram, Nigeriaisset to signanarmdeal withthe UK, US, Isradl, France, China. I srael
has an important portion of Nigeriadefence market, asher foreign minister, Avigador,
Lieberman signed 12 defence deal's. The UK not excluding the post independenceyears
(1960 — 1969) been the main arm dealer to Nigeria (Fawole, 2009). The US has a
military unitin Chad, whiletheir droneair baseisin Niger Republic. US, UK, Franceand
NATO countriesare strengthening their gripsin the nearest future. Theseforcestend to
command great influence over Africaand Nigeria: Franceinvited regional nationsto
participatein asummit including Nigeria, Chad, Benin and Niger; Francetook an all
important step hel ping the neighbours agreeto work together to defest the dreaded insurgent
group Boko Haram. The summit resulted in the UN Security Council (UNSC), France,
theUK, USand al registered nations, black listing and sanctioning thegroup. Thedecision
was quite surprising because the UNSC only usually make such decisionif athreat is
considered regiond or international.

The UNSC took Boko Haram from being alocal threat to becoming aregional
threat. Thisdecision wasmadeto justify Western operationsintheregion. If Boko Haram
can carry out three separate attacksin Nigeriain one day, they can of coursedo samein
Niger and Cameroon asevidenced inthe abduction of thedeputy Prime Minister’ swife of
Cameroon and thekilling of several other people. The hunt for theinnocent kidnapped
Chibok school girlscannot belimited to Boko Haram'slocation herein Nigeriaalone,
hencethe need to carry out more wide spread operationsacrossthe entireregion. The
UK hassentinasearch planewithsragl providingintelligence. Thegreatest helpfromthe
USwith words spread through social mediawith President Barack Obamaand hiswife
Michelleleading anumber of campaignsand protest acrossUSfor the girlsto berel eased.
Again, the UShas sent in morethan 80 military expertsto the Chad border to fight the
insurgent.

Beneath dl thenobleintentionsof theUSanditsWesterndlied, they aredl racing
to capture and perpetuate their hegemonic interest on Nigeria seconomy. USand China
havedivergent interest in Nigeriaand Africa. Chinese national s have been kidnapped and
heldfor ransominanumber of African countriesind uding South Sudan, Egypt and Cameroon
whereNigeriamilitant believed to be members of Boko Haram held Chinese hostages.
The establishment of African Command (AFRICOM) islogical and should providea
clearer focuson amore coordinated approach to security programmein Africabut not to
the benefit of Africans. Thisisbecausecriticsviewed AFRICOM with utmost suspicionas
ameansof further perpetuating Neo-colonidisminAfrica AFRICOM isequally described
asaway for the USto better organize and coordinateit security programmeinAfricato
theoverall detriment of Africaninterest. The stepping up of American counter terrorism
effortsand growing attention to the security of oil productionintheregion portend astrong
security oriented emphasisin USpolicy in Africa. The concern accordingto criticswill
outweigh prioritiesof promoting democracy, economic devel opment, justicesand human
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right. Itisalso of seriousconcernthat the US security programmein theregion could result
instrengthening of African militarieswhich haveonly recently withdrawn from politicsand
which continueto pose athreat to fragile democracieswill aso portend amore security
oriented emphasisin USpolicy inAfrica

CONCLUSION

Terrorismisthe deliberate use of violence by personsor groupsto attain certain goal
through threatening alarge audience, further thanthat of theimmediatevictim. Theintentions
of terrorist may contrast their activities; follow aregular pattern and occurring in anumber
of forms, Suicideattacks, airplane hijacking, assassnation, kidngpping, bombing anthreets,
intentionsof interest attacksareto put plenty pressuresto agovernment sothat it can give
political principles(Delvin 2010). Throughout history and throughout theworld, terrorism
occurrences have been rampant, and the consequencesaretoo immense. The September
11, 2001 twin attack on the Pentagon and the World Trade Centre of Al-QeadaNetwork
ontheUS, forced theUStore-order itsforeign policy prioritiesasthe cost of re-building
thetrade centre and the pentagon wasenormous so it isinAfricaand in other places.

Terrorist targetsare economic interest that arefiguratively important tothesystem
asthiscan cut stateincomeflow and dispirit foreigninvestment both of which deteriorate
the government economic support base. InAfrica, terrorism attacks have assumed avariety
of formswith serious consequences. The Janjaweemilitiasin Sudan, theAl-Shaabd militant
in Kenya, Somaliaand other troubled spotsin East Africa, the Taureeq rebelsin Mali,
Niger, Chad, the Boko Haraminsurgent in North East Nigeria, the Niger Deltamilitant,
therebelslaying siegeand claim to apart of Libya, thevolatile Muslim brotherhood in
Egypt and sundry otherswaitingin thewing to launch out.

InAfghanistan, Irag, Pakistan, Syria, Palesting, Lebanon, drumsof war isbeaten
everyday as scores arefeared death, rendered homelessand property worth trillions of
dollarshave been|ost to the heinous activities of terrorism. The challenge of combating
terrorismintheworld and Africaissmply to balance alegitimate programme of security
improvement with acontinuing and sustained attack on poor governanceand deprivation
of human rights, getting the balanceright is particul arly acute becausethe democraciesin
Africaarefragileand any crack down onterrorist activity hasto be carried out with grest
sengitivity to the historic grievances of themarginalized groups, theincipient strugglefor
human right and therdatively weak civilian oversght of themilitary and security ingtitution.
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