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ABSTRACT

Nation building is a complex task that requires the fixing of so many

contending issues. With the attainment of political independence from

the British 5 decades ago, it was expected that Nigeria would emerge as

a technologically strong and industrialized nation-state that would

command respect in the committee of nations. Paradoxically, the current

tides of poverty, unemployment, ethno-religious crisis, poor

infrastructures, corrupt and bad leadership, environmental hazards,

insecurity including boundary disputes, human trafficking and brain

drains, are all indications pointing to the fact that Nigeria is yet to reach

the bench mark of development in the 21st century. Thiswork istherefore

designed to examine the factors militating againstNigeria’'s journey to

sustainable national development in the 21st Century.

Keywords: Nation building, sustainable national development, 21st

Century

INTRODUCTION

Some countriesrated under the premise- Third World Nations have proved tothe
world that the negative effect of colonialism on the development of anation has
been exaggerated. Suchisthe caseof most countriesinAsia. Japan, Ching, India,
Singapore, Maaysiahave demonstrated that anation could beindustrialized and
attain enviabledeve opment despiteitscolonia experienceswhenthedetermination
isoverwhdmingly spurringtheditizenson. It hasbeenwd| establishedintheliterature
that Japanese indudtrialization wasamiracle. Itisrecognized for itsmanufacture
and supply of high-tech products such as computers softwares, electronicsand
automobiles. Eventhe South-east Asian countrieslikeMaaysia, Indonesia, China
and Hong Kong grow economically at theannual rate of 4 to 10% (Handelman,
2006). Maaysiaisacknowledged astheworld leading producer and exporter of
theail pam and thiswasthe product of an agrarian reform embarked upon by the
Maaysian government inthe 1960sto diversify the Maaysian economy fromits
over- reliance on the export of rubber and tin mining.

Today, theoil pdmindustry providesemployment for anumber of Mdaysian
populace. Itisdisturbing to notethat, it wasfrom Nigeriathat somepamkernels
were collected and taken to Malaysia, but today she hasdisplaced Nigeriainthe
areaof oil palm production and export worldwide. What aretheforcesresponsible
for Nigerid sinability toindustridiseand diversfy her economy from over dependence
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on petroleum export? This question is relevant because technology and
industrialization are synonymouswith devel opment. Most of thedevel oped nations
of theworldlikethe U.S.A and other nationsin Western Europeall had astrong
industrial base. Thisindicatesthat they had been ableto addresstheir basicinterna

problemsbeit political, social or economic. It isagainst thisbackdrop that the
paper examinestheintegration question, ethno-religiouscrisis, border related issues,
the scourge of poverty, desertification and erosion, inadequateinfrastructure, poor
leadership, corruption, election violence and gender inequality asfundamental

obstacles on the path to nation building in Nigeriahence the need to surmount
them. According to the Oxford Advanced L earners Dictionary (7" Edition), to
buildisto create or develop something. Nation building istherefore synonymous
with nationd devel opment.

MAJOR CHALLENGES OF NATION BUILDING AND THEIR
IMPLICATIONS

The Integration Question: It istrue that the forces of non-integration of the
Nigerian peopleshad itsroot in colonidism asaresult of therestrictive policiesof
the British between the North and the South. Nigeriainthe 21st Century isan
ethnic mixturewith over 374 ethnic groups each of which possessesitsunique
language, traits and identity that militates against integration and national
consciousness (Ubi, 2004). Yet, itisinstructiveto recognizethefact that societies
cannot beregarded as parochia localities autonomous unto themsel ves. Indeed,
they may congtitutetheir ownidentities, but inevitably havetointeract with others
and exchange ideas, goods, and services. Societies are therefore necessarily
embodied in diversity (Falola, 2010), but one of the problems of the forces of
disunity in Nigeriaistoo much emphasisonfactorsthat readily point to our differences
than the similar experiences shared by the peoplesinhabiting thearea.

Closely related to theissue of integration isthe question of land acquisition
and occupancy in the country. Under the Nigerian jurisprudence, itisstated in
section 315 of theLand UseAct, theright of all Nigeriansirrespective of their
ethnic, regiona and religiousaffiliationsto acquirerightsof occupancy inany part
of thenation. But most people, eveninthe21st Century, ftill held tenacioudy tothe
view of ethnic ownership of land (Usman and Abba, 2005). Theimplication of this
isthat theLand UseAct only existsintheory but yet to befully enforcedin practice.
According to theargument of Ubi (2004), to deny acitizenfull residencerightsin
anation state of hishirth asitisin Nigeriaat present, makescitizenship apolitical
jokeand national integration afutility. Therhetorical questionto ask hereis. Why
areNigeriansmore united abroad than withinthe country itsel f?

Ethno-Religious Conflicts: Thisphenomenon has plagued and threatened the
very exisgenceof thenation sinceindependence. Multi ple causeshave been tributed
totheir eruptionin Nigeriaviz; theattempt to have control over land, lack of faithin
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thenation’sleadership, thequestion of legitimacy inthepolitical structure, struggle
for chieftaincy titlesor kingship positions, theindigene-settlers phenomenon as
witnessed in Nasarawa, Tarabaand Plateau States, poverty, unguided utterances
by religious|eader, religiousfanaticism, intolerance, fundamentalism, external
influenceto therising tides of ethno-religious conflictsinthe country (Sylvester,
2007). All these have serious negative effects on the country; not only do they
breed mistrust amongst Nigerians, more often than not, they were accompanied by
the colossal destruction of livesand propertiesthereby causing retrogressionin our
attempt at national development. Thisisbecausetheintra-state conflictshave been
increasingly militarized through the utilization of armsand ammunition.

Border Disputes/Porousity: The Bakassi Peninsulahad hitherto constituted a
chdlengeandthreat to Nigerid sterritorid sovereignty. Thiscontroversy wasattributed
tothepresenceof crudecil and gasintheregionwhich gaveit astrategic sgnificance.
The Peninsulaal so possessed enormouswater, fish, plantain, banana, fruits, yam,
cassava, coconut, palm oil and various other resources (Odeh, 2008). Nigerians
inhabiting the areain question were maltreated through theforceful collection of
land rents, personal incometaxesand the placement of economic embargo thereby
barring Nigeriansfrom conducting businessin Nigerianmarketsor utilizingthenaira

There were aso the incessant armed invasion of villages and fishing
settlements occupi ed by Nigerians, abduction, detention and torture of Nigerian
fishermen, tradersand military personnd, vandalization of Nigerian settlementsand
theforceful g ection of Nigerians. Thelease of the Peninsulato Cameroon hasits
implication. Theseinclude, theloss of the off shore oil depositsand vast fishing
groundsto Cameroon against the economic wellbeing of Nigerians. It aso brought
into question theissue of citizenship asNigeriansresiding were unwilling to recant
thelr citizenship to Cameroon (Shehu and Aliyu, 2008). Theworrisomeissuein
contemporary timesisthat inspite of thetransfer of the Peninsulato Cameroon on
the 14" of August, 2008 following theInternational Court of Justicerulingin2002;
there has been growing concern over the continuousill-treatment of Nigeriansin
thearearepresenting the breech of the Green TreeAgreement. Theseindudeamongst
others, the October 16,2009 attack of Nigerian fishermeninthe Bakass territorial
watersclaming 6 livesand morerecently, theMarch 7, 2013 invasion of Efut Obot
Ikot, anareain Bakass with predominant Nigerian resdentskilling 5 and rendering
1800 peoplehomeless.

Yet, the Green Tree Agreement signed between both countries meant to
facilitatethe peaceful transfer of the Bakass Peninsulato Cameroun, encouraged
theevacuation of Nigeriamilitary fromthe Peninsulastressing that the protection of
thefundamental human rights of Bakassi Nigeriansresidingintheregionwill be
granted by the Cameroonian Authorities (World Press, 2013, August 9). Related
totheborder issueistheproliferation of illegal immigrantsinto Nigeriadueto the
porous nature of our border which could pose athresat to the governmentsstrive at
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nation building. Research has indicated that approximately 416,082 persons
penetrated into the country unofficialy in 1997 (World Press, 2013). Nigeriainthe
21% century isstill battlingwiththismalaise. Itisrelevant to note that most of the
illegal immigrantsare now gainfully employed to the detriment of our teeming
unemployedyouths.

External Domination: It isundoubtedly truethat theincorporation of Nigeria
into theworld capitalist system during the colonia eraimpacted negatively onthe
nation. Thisisso becausethe country, according to Falola(2010), wasincorporated
into an explaitativegloba economic sysemasasupplier of |abour and raw materids
to the metropolitan nations and theimportersof foreignindustrial products. He
further contended with dismay, that eveninthe 21% century, the power of theNigerian
state to manage or reduce theimpact of external forcesisgreatly limited. Thus,
advocated for ariseabovethecurrent trend through political and economic srategies
and produce positiveinternational relationsto the advantage of the country.

Poverty: Nigeriaisthe 6th major producer and exporter of the crude il inthe
world, yet poverty isravagingitspopulace culminatingin high crimerates, teenage
marriages, child labour, human trafficking, terrorism and so on. Indeed, rura and
urban poverty isacommon sight inthe country asit manifested itself ininsufficient
consumption of basic necessities of life; indebtedness, inadequate shelter, poor
quality of life, over-crowded and insecure housing, lack of savingsand ahost of
others. The near absence of industrialization and thewind up of industrieslikethe
textileindustry threw many into the state of unemployment (Onikosi and Ojibo,
2008). In addition, inthe banking sector, it was estimated that 15,000 empl oyees
wererelief of their meansof livelihood following the Consolidation Policy of the
government of Central Bank of Nigeria

Also, many Nigerianshave been reduced to thelevel of poverty withthe
privatization of publicenterprisescausing lossof jobs(Oyeshola, 2009). Devel opment
inmost partsof AfricaNigeriain particular hasoften been threatened by themenace
of poverty. Theimplication of thiswastherating of Nigeriaasthe 26th poorest
nations of the world regardless of it huge human and natural resources. The
consequences of poverty arethereduction of peoples potentialsand productivity
sinceit threatenstheir very survival. Secondly, it increasesthe wave of identity
conflictsalong communal, ethnic, religiousand regiond linesinthe country. The
mounting strained rel ati onshi p between theindigenes and non-indigenes producing
thecitizenship and settler questionscould belinked with theissue of poverty (Adetula,
2006).

Environmental Problemsof Desertification/Erosion: Another challengeisthe
menace of desertification threatening the very existence of most Northern Statesin
Kebbi, Zamfara, Katsina, Yobe, Sokoto and Bauchi. Also, erosion has been
impacting negatively onthe country fromtheAbia, Imo, Anambra, Enugu, Ondo,
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Edo, Ebonyi, Jigawa, Zamfara, Kebbi, Sokoto and Gombe States axis. [tison
record that gully erosionin Kebbi threatenscommunitiesin Zuru, Jeda, Shanga,
Yahuri, Argungu, Arewa, Aleiro, Bagudo and Birnin Kebbi. In Awka, morethan
1,000 personsand over 4,000 familieslost their homel andsto thegulliesthat ravaged
Nnewi, Nanka, and Ekwulobia. Inadditiontothis, Lagos, Maiduguri, Aba, Warri,
Benin and Ibadan are not freefrom flooding. Theimplications of these are that
houses, farmlands, economictreeslikerubber, oil pam, cocoa, infrastructuressuch
asroads, bridgesand ahost of otherssituated in such communitiesare destroyed.
Indeed, somewere even associated with loss of lives (Adetula, 2006).

I nadequate | nfrastructure: The provision of basic welfare serviceslike potable
water supply, heath carefacilities, education, power, high quality road network,
housing and a host of many others are some important aspects of national
development. TheNigeriacitizensarestill faced with inadequate provision of these
basicinfrastructure. For instance, water scarcity hasreally constituted amajor
chdlengeto nation building. Research hasindicated that, theworldisrunning out of
freshwater because humanity ispolluting, diverting and depleting thisresoucesat a
dartlingrate.

Consequently, the demand for fresh water surpassesitsavailability and a
number of peopleare put at risk (Barlow and Clarke, 2002). It isfurther averred
that, thelegaciesof factory farming, flood irrigation, the construction of massive
dams, toxic dumping, wetlandsand forest destruction, urban andindustrid pollution
have damaged the earth’ ssurfacewater in such away that thereisat presently, the
mining of underground water reservesso fast than it could be replenished by nature
(Barlow and Clarke, 2002). Bethat asit may, Nigeria ssurfacewater isequally
fast depleting asaresult of the associated factorsabove.

Apart fromthefact that it hasthe capacity to paralyse socio-economic
functions, theimpact of water scarcity isthat most people suffer fromwater borne
diseasesinther bid to utilize water from sources other than treated tap water. This
clearly suggeststhat, alot isstill needed to be donein the area of water supply
acrossthe country. A critical aspect of national development isassociated with
electricity supply. Infact, 5 decades after the attainment of political independence,
thesituationin Nigeriaisthat of insufficient power generation and epileptic supply.
The power generating capacity of Nigeria spower stationis5400 Megawatts(MW)
but merely 1,600 (29%) MW was generated. What isactually required to meet
globa benchmark for eectricity is37,500 MW but only lessthan 3000 MW was
actualy generated inthe4th quarter of 2007 andthe 1st quarter of 2008 respectively.
Thisindicatesaper capitaconsumption rate of 27KW/hr per personin Nigeria
whichislessthan the 2500K W/hr fixed asthe World Per CapitaConsumptionrate
per person. Corruption isat the heart of the constant inadequate power supply
Nigeriansare plagued with (Mawoli and Aminu, 2010). Thishasaffected attempts
aindudgridization.
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Small and medium scal eindustrieswhich could have metamorphosed into
big industries have been handi capped by the nature of power supply. The effect of
thisistheincreaseinthe utilization of power generating setsby businessowners
culminating inthehigh cost of production whichistransferred to the consumersin
theform of high cost of consumer goods. A disturbing dimension of thesituationis
not only the noise pollution but the hazardous smoke emanating from the power
generatorswhich have negative consequences on human health in addition toits
contribution to the depletion of the ozonelayer threatening the existence of the
earth and humanity at large.

Corruption/Poor Leadership: Corruption has been defined asthe manifestation
of anti-social behaviour by anindividua or socia group which confersunjust or
fraudulent benefit onits perpetratorsand isincons stent with the established legal
normsand prescribed mord ethosof theland andislikely to subvert or diminishthe
capacity of thelegitimate authoritiesto providefully for the material and spiritual
well being of al membersof the society in ajust and equitable manner (Ifamose,
2007). Despitegovernment campaignsand fight through the ingtitutionali zation of
anti-corruption bodieslikethe EFCC and | CPC, avail able evidenceindicatesthe
prevaenceof corruption amongst top government officidsinvolving thefraudulent
looting of thetreasury in addition to money laundering. Ifamose (2007) indicates
that aformer Senate President was alleged to have accepted the graft of 39,000
million nairaas Christmasbonusin 1999.

Similarly, theMinister of Housing was sacked asaresult of scandalsrelated
to the sales of government houses* asameans of implementing the new housing
policy”. TheMinister of Educationadsolost hisjob asaresult of the55 millionnaira
bribe he offered to the Senate membersto approve hisministry’ sinflated budget
figures. Also, 14 governorswere highlighted ashaving possessed foreign accounts.
Indeed, the governors of Bayelsa and Plateau States were shown to be at the
forefront of thismaa se. Inaddition, an ex-Inspector Generd of Policewasa leged
to haveenriched himsdlf tothetuneof 17 billion naira.

Recently, isthe corruption over fue subsidy inwhich case, few individuas
had enriched themselvesimmensely at the expense of the Nigerian masses. Poor
|eadership over the past 4 decades hasimpacted adversely on the Nigerian polity.
It has been argued in some quartersthat bad followership produces bad |eadership.
Thisisan exaggeration and an attempt to criticise the citizenry for the obvious
limitationsof theleaders. Whileit istruethat |eaders needed the co-operation of
the populaceto function effectively intheareaof good governance, itisequadly true
that they are expected to lead by example which will produce such dial ectical
relationship. For, the bench mark for ng greatnessistheextent towhicha
|eader increased the freedom of man, enhance hisdignity, better thelot of man,
contributein the promotion of world peace (Odey, 1997) engendersequity inwedth
distribution thus bridging the gap between therich and the poor. Indeed, Odey’s
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(1997) argument isapt here, any regimeeither it civil or military that delightsin
sending thosewho clamour for justice and equity in the country to prison, exileor
thegravewhileassociating with ahandful of political sycophantsand opportunists
whojointly imposed distresson the nation isabizarre one (Odey, 1997). Nigerians
areindareneed of ademocracy that isanchored onthetwin pillarsof representation
of citizensand accountability to citizens; the absence of which democracy doesnot
exis (Usmanand Abba, 2005). It isindeed, disheartening to note how contemporary
politicians manipul atethe ethnicidentitiesin the country to perpetuatetheir economic
dominance and divert attention away from their economic and political
mismanagement (Falola, 2010). Itisundoubtedly truethat, accountability and equity
inthedistribution of the nation’ sresourcesare magjor pre-requisitefor security, self
worth and mutual co-existenceamongst Nigeriansotherwise, insecurity, mistrust,
and hatredwill manifest itsdlf culminatinginto violencewithitsattendant consequences
for thenation.

TheSecurity Question: Oneof thechalengesof nation building confronting Nigeria
isthefrequent incidence of kidnapping which bringsinto focusthe question of
security. Security isindicative of freedom from danger of threats, safety or the
ability of the nationto protect and developitsalf, promoteitscherished vauesand
legitimateinterest and enhancethewellbeing of itspeoplewithout intimidationfrom
internd or externd sources(Odofin, 2007). Undoubtedly therefore, any development
contrary to theforegoing, connotesinsecurity. Thekidnapping phenomenon started
intheform of hostagetaking of Oil Companies expatriate staff intheNiger Delta
demanding huge sumsof money asransom.

It later metamorphosed into the kidnapping of prominent personaitiesin
society especially thoserelated to politicians. It wasregarded asabusiness; a
lucrative businessindeed! Therecent occurrenceinvolved the kidnapping of 15
studentsin Abaon their way to school in September 2010. Thekidnappers asked
for $130,000 dollarsequivalent for their release. They were however, eventually
rescued by the security agencies, but the malaise led to the closure of schools,
banksand emigration of many Abaresidents(BBC, 2010). Thepreceding portrays
thelevel of insecurity inNigeriaasacritica nationd question. Indeed, it degenerated
to the point of bomb dropping at Abuja- the capital and seat of power onthe day
Nigeriawas marking its50th Anniversary in 2010; it claimed livesand maimed
severd persons. Thesecurity implication of such obnoxiousactivitiesinthe country
isenormous. Again, theproliferation of bombingsby amilitant group referredto as
the Boko Haram in most parts of Northern Nigeria has posed serious security
threat to thenation snce2010. Thus, thenationistill battling with the challenges of
providing adequate security for itscitizenry after 50 yearsof self rule.

Gender I nequality: Gender relationsin Nigeriahave gradually devel oped into
the National Question. Although, the Nigerian constitution made provisionsfor
fundamenta humanrightsfor adl itscitizensimplying equd rightsto bothmenand
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women; thisisonly obtainablein theory whilein practicewomen havebeenrelegated
to thebackground through marginalization, oppress on and expl oitation by themen
folks who re-enforced religion and socio-cultural dictum to perpetuate their
dominance. Odey (1997) arguesthat women still remain the most disadvantaged
gender in society and this is based on the premise that they constitute a
disproportionate number of poor Nigerianswith low accessto economic activities
mostly inthereproductive areaswhich areeither unpaid or taken for granted, and
women havealower shareof the national incomethan men.

Withinthe house-hold, there are massiveincome/consumption disparities
totheir disadvantage and in credit/loan facilitiesthey receive smaller than men.
Women arethereforefaced with the challengesof living in the society irrespective
of how they definether roles, aspirations, identity and femininity, whilenegotiating
gender relationswith men (Falola, 2010). Undoubtedly, it wasthe manifestation of
theimpact of theinjusticessuffered by womenin society that prompted most young
girlsto unknowingly become victims of exploitation by human traffickerswho
promised to takethem to Europefor greener pastureswhich often turned out to be
anillusion. For example, it wasreported that abrothel in Mali managed by some
“Madams’ inadave-like condition becamethe destination of anumber of Nigerian
girlswho were supposedly on their way to Europe (BBC News, 2010).

The United Nations summit advocated for the Elimination of al formsof
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). The United Nations also made a
declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (Sani, 2001). At the
Beijing Conference, 30% political representation of womenwasendorsed. Although,
women have held somekey positionsin the political arenain Nigeriasincethe
inception of democratic governance, it needsto be stressed that Nigeriaisyet to
meet the bench mark. Men aretherefore called upon to co-operatein the movement
to “ eradi cate the oppression and expl oitation of women, the personal prejudices
that |ead to hostility, and theinstitutionalization of maleprivileges’ (Falola, 2010).

Palitical Violence: Politica violence hascongtituted abanein theeectora process
inNigeria. For anation such asNigeria, politica violence should be minimized and
if possible, eradicated from our electoral process. It isdisturbing to notethat right
into the 21 century, el ectionsin the country are characterized by snatching of
ba | ot boxesfrom the polling units, the circul ation of hidden thumb printed ballot
papers and boxes prior to or on the day of election thus, rigging in favour of a
particular political party leading to political violence. Indeed, how else can one
explainthe snatching of ballot boxesat the point of adagger, machete, knifeor a
gun (AnayssMagazine, 2003) or theinflation of eection result figuresin favour of
agiven politica party? Crisisover eection related issues have maimed many and
even clamed lives. Electionin Nigeriaisbeing viewed by someas“adoor die
affair.” It tended to portray the scenario that “thewinnerstakeall and losersloss
al.” Littlewonder theinflow of eection petitionsfiled beforee ectiontribunasby
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thelosing parties. Democracy anchored on such notionisnot truedemocracy and
it threstensppolitical stability inthecountry.

CONCLUSION

Deved opment denotesaprocessinwhichasystem or ingtitution istransformed into
astronger or more organized, efficient and effectiveforminaway that it meets
human aspirationsand wants. It could aso beviewed asadeliberate process put
in place by a given people, society and country to obtain a far-reaching
transformation intheir economic, socia and political structuresinorder to achieve
a specific goa (Gauba, 2003). However, a more encompassing meaning of
development is connected with modernization, material advancement,
industrialization, scientific and technol ogical progress, the emergence of nuclear
energy, electronic and biologica revolution, new knowledge about man and the
universe. It d so connotesurbanization, socio-culturd transformation, massliteracy,
vertical and horizontal mobility, employment opportunities, the evolution and
preponderance of specidized and independent occupationd roles(Aghenta, 2001).
Nationa development thereforeisthe manifestation of theforegoing featuresina
particular country. Itthereforefollowsthat aprocessor actionin oppositedirection
of theabovetrand atesto under-devel opment.

Based on theforegoing, the government should be morefocussed iniits
policies. Redigtic policiesthat would better thelot of Nigeriansintheareaof housing,
water and power supply, communication and infact, basicinfrastructures should
be made and implemented. Water should be viewed as acommon heritage to
humanity with everyone having aninaienable political and social righttoit. The
government should do something positive to ensurethat clean and safewater gets
to everyone by thereclamation of damaged water systems, the utilization of drip
irrigation to supersedeflood irrigation, infrastructurerepairs, water conservation,
radica changesin production method and watershed management. Laws should
be passed banning the contamination of water in order to conserve it. The
commercialization and commoditisation of water iswrong and most of thewater
industriesinvolved asrightly asserted by Barlow and Clarke (2002) are merely
interested in profit maximization than water conservation.

The current administration should take up thechalengeof eectricity power
supply and ensurethat thereis adequate power supply to dl Nigeriansby theyear
2020. Theintegration question should betaken very serioudy because no country
can attain sustai nable devel opment with frequent incidence of ethno-religiousand
inter ethnic conflicts. Though government attempt at integration at thenationd leve
through theNationd Youth Service Corps(NY SC), the Federd Character Principle,
thenationdisation of thearmy, police, customs, immigration, and othersisrecognised,
yet alotisgtill neededto bedoneintheareaof fostering unity amongst the populace.
Itisaso necessary to stamp out corruption and e ectora misconduct from society.
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There isthe need to learn from the el ectoral process of the devel oped
nationsof theworld asabench mark for assessing and modifying what isobtained
inNigeriafor sustainable devel opment and nation building. In addition, theinternal
and externa security of the country and its peoples, coupled with thosein Diaspora
should beup-held. All formsof discrimination and violence against women should
be eradi cated in society. And, women should beempowered to enablethem function
effectively, confront thechalengesof globaizationinthe 21 century and contribute
to national development.
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