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ABSTRACT

In this paper, we examine the conceptual understanding of Environmental
Sustainability as it relates to human morality to maintain normal working of the
ecosystem. The ecosystemis life itself, when it is busy by acts of indiscriminate
human relationship with it especially, the whole natural arrangement will have
to fall sick, then humanity will be very sick along side it. Then, thereisa call to
embrace and employ proper social and moral links between the conceptual
consideration of humanity and/with the ecology. The latter houses the former,
the former is met to promote and protect the latter. The whole cosmic systematic
arrangement of natural events demands that human species and non-human
species should be protected from avert environmental conditions which are
detrimental to healthy living. This paper advocates that there is an urgent call
for the respect of human rights and social justice via the adoption of moral and
cultural principles as humanity relates with nature that is belong to everywhere,
and this will engender a healthy environmental habitation which is the quest of
any reasonable human being.

Keywords: Ecological Development, Humanity, Morality, Environmental
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INTRODUCTION
Now, the natures and types of development of which man seeksaregreatly questioned.
Thisisbecausethere can be devel opmentsthat are detrimental to thewell-being of man,
especialy those onesthat are associ ated with pollutions of common heritage of mankind,
through radioactive emissions, gasinflammationsand thelikes, that cause human diseases,
illnesses, and even naturd disasters. Theseare violence againgt natures. According to Paul
V1 (1978) “violenceisantisocia by reason of the very methodsthat alow it to beorganized
into group complicity, inwhich aconspiracy of silenceformsthebinding cement and the
protective shield. A dishonouring senseof honour givesit apalliative of conscience. And
thisisone of the distortions, widespread today, of thetrue socia sense, adistortionwhich
clotheswith secrecy and with thethreat of pitilessrevenge certain associated forms of
collectivesdfishness.” With these situations, humanity isin great danger that heimposeson
himsdlf. Itisonly when theenvironment ishealthy that humanity will be healthy aswell.
Generaly, when onetaksabout environmental and ecological devel opment inthe context
of thispaper, wearenot trying to be one-sided in eva uation, but that the proper agitation
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of itingpplication and consideration. Any devel opment agitated for, must befor thecommon
good of the people of theworld. Anything contrary toitisanatural aberration. Inthis
paper we explicatethe need for the application of consciousmora dispositionto validate
human works, so that they may not be detrimental to hisexistence. From the etymol ogical
explanation by Imaekhai cited inlroegbu and Echekwube (2005), the concept “ morality”
isderivefromtheterm“mora” whichisinitialy derived fromtheLatinword“ moralis’
whichrefersto* cusomor way of life’. Inacurrent usage, theterm“mora” and“morality”
refer to the conduct or the system of codethat isupheldinany given society. A personis
saidto bemord if he does conformsto the approved standard of behaviour. Intheword
of Ekei (2001), “morality could belikened to an ocean of water which every Tom, Dick,
and Harry iscalled to draw from, without prescribing aspecific quantity. Since everybody
doesnot know the * specific quantity’ more so does he need acertain inducer, or interest
occasondly outsdehimsdf, which the* community” seemsto supply.” Withthis, morality
behovesontheindividual to livein accordance with the communa or societal normsthat
agreewith the sense of common goodness. Morality isawaysfor thegood of humanity,
becauseg, it isfrom the understanding of the natural law. Any situation, policy, dictate,
regulation or command, contrary to the understanding of natural law or order istaken as
an aberration.

Accordingto Himmeifard (1968), morality refersto free decision and thevalues
uponwhichitisbased and not to theresulting act initself. Themord lifehasto dowiththe
very core of personal existenceand not with the external and observableexistence. The
society presents before man what hewill consider moral or immoral according to the
normsand customswhich he hasa ready internalised inthe understanding of natural order.
Thehuman beingisso condtituted, that, itisnot al kindsof actionsthat befit hisnatureand
lead to happinessand salf-fulfilment, certain kindsof actionsbefit hisnature, promote his
general wellbeing and lead him to happinessand salf-fulfilment (Omoregbein Ndubuis
2011). Theunderstanding of the natura order of human affairsand actionsisevaluated on
the use of human reasoningin knowing what isgood and then do it, and what isbad and
thenavoidit.

Environmental Sustainability: It isabout the safeguarding of the environment for the
al humansand non-humans. Humanity isasingular part of theecology, andif it must exist
environment that housesit must hedthily exist, by committed cooperation of al. How can
we create ahealthy, enduring society? To achieve and maintain sustainability, we must
integratetheecol ogy of biology and sociology with anew ecology of economicsinfinding
waystowork andto livein harmony and balancewith each other, other living things, and
our natural environment. The health of thelife-support systems - the ecosystems on our
continent - is of paramount importance. Inherent in the efficient dynamics of those
ecosystemsisavita profusion of biodiversity. Therefore, the Greenhouse of naturecalls
for ahalt to the destruction of habitats, which arebeing sacrificed to unqualified economic
expans on. We humanshaveamoral responsibility toall of our relations, many of which
arefacing extinction becausewe carelessly and permanently halt their long evolutionary
journey. Onthis, John Paul |1 says:
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Equally worrying is the ecological question which accompanies the problem of
consumerism and which is closely connected to it. In his desire to have and to
enjoy rather than to be and to grow, man consumes the resources of the earth and
his own life in an excessive and disordered way. At the root of the senseless
destruction of the natural environment lies an anthropological error, which
unfortunately is widespread in our day. Man, who discovers his capacity to
transform and in a certain sense create the world through his own work, forgets
that this is always based on God's prior and original gift of the things that are.
Man thinks that he can make arbitrary use of the earth, subjecting it without
restraint to hiswill, asthough it did not have its own requisites and a prior God-
given purpose, which man can indeed develop but must not betray. Instead of
carrying out hisrole as a co-operator with God in the work of creation, man sets
himself up in place of God and thus ends up provoking a rebellion on the part of

nature, which ismore tyrannized than governed by him (John Paul, 1991, No. 37).

Today, we are confronted with growing evidence that contemporary, modern
society isnot sustainable. Industrialization, thedominant devel opment paradigm of the
past two centuries, is not a sustai nable approach to development of either natural or
humanresources. Indugtrid sysemsareinherently extractive, exploitative, and areultimaidy
dependent upon finite stocks of non-renewableresources. Industrial systemseventually
will degradeand depl ete the resources upon which its productivity depends, and thus, are
not sustainable. Indudtridizationisthe physical manifestation of aspecific philosophy of
economics, aspecific concept of science, and aspecificworldview. Thus, if weareto
devel op asustainable society, we must bewilling to re-examinethe conceptua foundation
uponwhichour current unsustainable, unsafe, abridged society isbuilt.

TheHinged Consideration

Thereisagreat demand on humanity for the attainment of stable and healthy ecological
living. Theenvironment must be safeguarded from human errors. Therearebeenvisible
chalengesagaingt theinitia or origina arrangement of thenatural order which necessarily
sustainliveswith little or no human efforts as complementary forces of sustenance. The
global caseor situation callsfor theinstitution of the culture of ‘ ecological humanism’
where the human conscienceis shaped towardsthe respect for human personhood, the
livesof non-humansand the protection of thewhol e ecosystem, irrespective of what man
isdoing to definehisessence. “ Thisresponsibility isaglobal one, for it isconcerned not
just with energy but with thewhole of creation, which must not be bequeathed to future
generations depl eted of itsresources.

Human being legitimately exercisesarespons blestewardship over nature, inorder
to protect it, to enjoy itsfruitsand to cultivate it in new ways, with the assistance of
advanced technologies, so that it can worthily accommodate and feed the world’s
population” ( Benedict XV1, 2009, N0.50). In so doing, we must defend not only earth,
water and air as gifts of creation that belong to everyone. She must above all protect
mankind from self-destruction. Thereisneed for what might be called ahuman ecol ogy,
correctly understood (Benedict X V1, 2009, 51). The big questions of sustainability are
rooted in some of the most basic laws of nature. For example, the first law of
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thermodynamics, thelaw of conservation of massand energy, might seem to suggest that
sustainability isensured. Matter may be converted to energy and energy converted to
matter, but energy and matter in total are conserved, and thus, remains undiminished.
However, the second law of thermodynamics suggeststhat each timematter isconverted
to energy, or energy to matter, some of the* usefulness” islost. Thislossinusefulnessis
identified with the concept of entropy, “the ultimate State reached in degradation of matter
and energy; astate of inert uniformity of component elements; absence of form, pattern,
hierarchy, or differentiation.” So, the second law of thermodynamics might suggest that
sustainability isimpossible. With al these, natural order suggeststhe arrangements of
purposesand interestsfor human growth and progress.

Everything surroundsthe cons deration of the human person, and though not fully
understood because of hiscomposition. The paradoxes of the human person point to two
facts: the obviousfact that manisachild of nature, subject toitsvicisstudes, compelled by
itsnecessities, driven by itsimpul ses, and confined within the brevity of hisyearswhich
nature permitsitsvaried organic form. Theother fact isthat manisaspirit who stands
outsideof nature, life, himself, hisreason and theworld (Udoh, Mbuk and Ejoigu, 2008).
Even with these prospects, one can seethat theworld issick and then manisequally very
sick andill. Itsillness consist lessin the unproductive monopolisation of resourcesby a
small number of peoplethaninthelack of brotherhood among individual sand peoples
(Paul V1, 1969, N0.66) especialy asaresult of man’'sactivitiesthat |ead to environmental
degradations. Thisstate of menacefor man from what he produces showsitsdlf invarious
directionsand various degrees of intensity. We seemto beincreasingly aware of thefact
that the expl oitation of the earth, the planet on whichweareliving, demandsrationa and
honest planning (John Paul 11,1979, No. 15). All theseareabout thecall for environmental
friendliness, adaption and socidisation, and with the consciousnessin S pping theimportance
in/of nature. It isabout the change of human mentality toward positive and humanised
development, therefore, we must be prepared to take on new functionsand new dutiesin
every sector of human activitiesand especially inthe sectorsof world society if justiceand
peacearerealy to be put into practice.

Sustai nabl e devel opment isthe human moral responseto think and act inthe
interestsof themselvesand their posterity, especialy by protecting earth’snatural habitats.
Itisan approach to protecting natural environment, whichisurgently in demand now for
human continuity or perpetuity (Igwilo, 2009). When discuss ng environment what comes
tomindisthecondition of it. Thusthemeaning of a‘ safeand hedlthy’ environment remains
ambiguous. It can mean beingin asituation wherewe arefreefromthethresat of crimeor
fromthethreatsof pollution. But whenitisused strictly inthe context of aright to safeand
healthy environment it hasnow cometo mean being freefrom a* particular set of threats’
to human safety, namely those which stem from technol ogical and industrial processesthe
disposa of sawage and wastes (Kusumaayam, 2008). It demandsthecollective conscience
and positive symbiosisby whole humanity that sheispart of theenvironment and it presses
on her to protect it. The environment isahomewhich housesall that istherein. Peaceis
inevitablefor development; thisisbecause the effort one makesin correcting errorsis
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awaysgreater thanthat of proper planning. A nationd strategic plan and war have something
incommon. Both havethe capacity to changetheface of thenation positively or negatively.
A nation, which declareswar without the political will to executeit, will lose. Smilarly, you
cannot get thefull benefit of the strategic plan for acountry without the political will to
implement it (Onyekakeyah, 2008). United Nations involvement and consciouscommitment
have shown that the attainment of peaceand justiceispossible, coping with thedemanded
cooperationformthemembers States. It must beacknowledge, therefore, that the United
NationsOrganisation, evenwith limitationsand delaysduein greeat part tothefailuresof its
members, has made anotabl e contribution to the promotion of respect for human dignity,
thefreedom of peoplesand therequirementsof development, thus preparing the cultural
andingtitutiona soil for the building of peace (John Paul 11, 2004).

Though, the commission recognisesthat humanity today isin anew and more
difficult phase of itsgenuine devel opment, it needsagrester degree of internationa ordering
(John Paul 11, 1988, No. 43). Individua States or members must try to adhereto the
dictates of theorganisation. Thedemandsof thiscohesion of thisinternationa organisation
anditsmembers Statesare on the elimination of conflictsand warsamong nations, for
politica litigationsand itsmonitoring, and economic diplomatic principlesfor thewhole
humanity that will foster the needed devel opment asitsencouragesinternationa partnership
intechnologicd, scientific, culturd, socid andfinancia services. Then, Benedict X V1 (2007,
No. 28) assertswhen he explain the necessity for responsible politicstoward societal
harmony, that; “ Justiceisboth theaim and theintrinsic criterion of al politics. Politicsis
morethan amere mechanismfor defining theruleof publiclife: itsoriginanditsgoa are
foundinjustice, which by itsvery nature hasto do with ethics. The State must inevitably
facethe question of how justice can be achieved here and now.”

TheMoral Valuefor Environmental Development

Onedoesnot talk about environmental devel opment without recoursesto the activities of
man himsalf onwhom thewhol e systemsdepend upon. Themanagement of thearrangement
belongsto him, and the benefits of the proper management of it arefor hiscomfort and
peace. One agitatesfor developmenta peacein modern society inwhichwenow livein,
because the environment has been hampered heavily by the activities of human beings,
which arenot favourableto itsdesign and purpose. Even, the ecological system hasbeen
affected greetly too. Thesehave been adanger for thefuture generationsthat areto come
to meet the deplorable state of nature which man has causefor himsalf. Even, the present
generationisnot |eft out inthe suffering condition. Weall have collective responsbility to
theenvironment, for the benefits of human and non-human organisms.

Mordity isthesoleof humanity inquestioningdl itsactivities, usngethicad principles.
Weknow that “we have before us here agreat dramathat can leave nobody indifferent.
Thepersonwhoistrying to draw themaximum profit and, onthe other hand, ispaying the
priceindamageand injury isalwaysman. Thedramaismadetill worse by the presence
closeat hand of the privileged socid classesand of therich countries, which accumulate
goodsto an excessive degree and the misuse, whoserichesvery often becomesthe cause
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of variousills’ (John Paul 11, 1979, No.16). Manisallowed to use his God-given talents,
not to exploit but to explore hisenvironment, in order to derivecomfort andjoysinitall.
Inanother light, man and nations should alow their freedom to be controlled by morality,
spirit of common goodness, diplomaticinterest and respect for local and international
agencies policies, eveninthenameaof military, scientific and technologica advancements.
Itisashared concern which must necessarily not think of by any and every individua, and
nobody should think that hisor her effort cannot be counted asasolution for change,
especially whenitispositiveand pragmatic. Thisresponsibility isaglobal one, foritis
concerned not just with energy but with thewholeof crestion, which must not be bequeathed
to future generations depleted of itsresources. Human beingslegitimately exercisea
respons blestewardship over nature, inorder to protect it, to enjoy itsfruitsand to cultivate
it in new ways, with the assistance of advanced technologies, so that it can worthily
accommodate and feed theworld's population (Benedict XV1, 2009, No.50).

Everything surroundsthe cons deration of the human person, and though not fully
understood because of hiscomposition. The paradoxes of the human person point to two
facts: the obviousfact that manisachild of nature, subject toitsvicisstudes, compelled by
itsnecessities, driven by itsimpulses, and confined within the brevity of hisyearswhich
nature permitsitsvaried organic form. Theother fact isthat manisaspirit who stands
outsdeof nature, life, himself, hisreason and theworld (Udoh, Mbuk and Ejiogu, 2008).
Even with these prospects, one can seethat theworld issick and then manisequally very
sick andill. Itsillness consist lessin the unproductive monopolisation of resourcesby a
small number of peoplethaninthelack of brotherhood among individual sand peoples
(Paul V1, 1967, No. 66) especially asaresult of man’sactivitiesthat lead to environmental
degradations. Man receivesfrom God hisessential dignity and withit the capacity to
transcend every socia order so asto movetowardstruth and goodness. But heisalso
conditioned by thesocia structureinwhich helives, by theeducation he hasreceived and
by hisenvironment. Theseelementscan either help or hinder hislivinginaccordancewith
thetruth. Thedecisonswhich cresteahuman environment can giveriseto specific structures
of snwhichimpedethefull redlization of thosewho arein any way oppressed by them. To
destroy such structures and replace them with more authentic formsof livingin community
isatask which demands courage and patience (John Paul 11, 1991, No.38).

Environmental and ecological developmentsarethe progressive change, which
the potentia s of the earth by theindividual sand State’ sauthority makefor the betterment
of humanity. Theissuesof the provisionsof basic amenities, such as, power, water, security,
medicinesand thelikes, should bewith principlesof nature. Itisthe nature of man to seek
positive devel opment, not contrary, so the activitiesof theapplication of thetoolsof science
and technol ogy should be properly examined and monitoredin fostering devel opmentsin
theworld.
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CONCLUSION

After theexamination of thevalue of ecological sustainability and the consideration of
healthy mord principlesthat necessarily promote peace, justice and respect for humanlife
and dignity, which are necessary ingredients of human and societal development, onehas
seen that the society inthe nameof every human community cannot be sustained if human
vauesarenot highly placed. “Inorder for individua mento dischargewith gregter exactness
the obligations of their consciencetoward themsel vesand the various groupsto which
they belong, they must be carefully educated to ahigher degree of culturethroughtheuse
of theimmenseresourcesavailabletoday to thehumanrace” (Vatican 11 Council, Guadium
et Spes, Rome, 1965, N0.33). In the name of everything man does; including culture,
human life, rightsand dignity must be respected, promoted and protected, and then the
ecologica natural order will be sustained. Theenvironment ishumanity itself andit should
be protected as such, otherwise both will |osetheir meaning and worth.
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