Reasonsfor ContinuousDeclineof Sudents Academic
Performancein Exter nal Examinations

Egede, N. K.
Holy Field International School, Abraka, Delta Sate
E-mail: knegede@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

In recent times, the performance of students in external examinations
such asthe West African Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE)
amongst others has continued to decline. Available statistics shows that
in 2005 only 27.53% of students who sat for the West African Senior
School Certificate Examination obtained five credit passes and above
including mathematics and english language, while in 2008, it was
13.74%%. This study aims at identifying the reasons for continuous
decline of students performance in external examinations. The findings
of the study indicate among other things that the continuous decline of
student’s performance in external examination is attributed to student’s
incessant activities on social media. It is therefore, recommended that
private organizations should begin to organize educative competitions
among students and schools such as debates, while government should
establish-well furnished librariesin all schools.
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INTRODUCTION

Educationisthekey to the development of any nation. A nation cannot besaid to
be devel oped when agood number of her youths are not educated. Education
therefore, isthe processthat hel psto devel op human beings physically, mentally,
socidly, moraly and technol ogicdlly to enablethem function effectively inany society.
Itisinview of thisthat the Nationa Educationa goa swerebuilt on: theinculcation
of nationa consciousnessand unity; incul cation of theright typeof vauesand atitudes
for thesurviva of theindividua andthe Nigeriasociety; thetraining of themindin
the understanding of theworld around and the acquisition of appropriate skillsand
devel opment of mental, physical, socid abilitiesand competencies as equipment
for theindividud toliveinand contribute meaningfully to the devel opment of the
society (NPE, 2004).

Educationisthebest gift anation can giveto her citizens, most especidly to
her youth. It has been recognized globally as akey to economic development
(Olubanwo, 2005). Thisisbecausethe devel opment of any nation dependslargely
onthequality of her education. Obiodogwu and Egede (2013) opinethat human
capital resourceisthemost val uableresourceany nation can have. Thisisbecause
the physical capital cannot yield rapid economic growth without the human capital.
Henceanationissaid to betechnologicaly developed if majority of her workforce
arewel| trained and educated. It isapotent instrument for growth and devel opment
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of an economic, political, social and human resources (Fafunwa, 1995). In recent
times, the performance of sudentsin externad examinationssuch astheWest African
Senior School Certificate Examination (WA SSCE) amongst others has continued
to deteriorate. Available stati stics showsthat in 2005 only 27.53% of studentswho
sat for the West African Senior School Certificate Examination obtained five credit
passesand aboveincluding mathematicsand English language, 15.56%, 25.54%,
13.74%, 25.99%, 24% and 30.99% in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011
respectively, whilethat of National Examination Council (NECO) was 12%, 11%,
8% and 32%in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 respectively (Ademola, 2014). These
resultsare discouraging especially to parentsand guardianswho may havelabored
hard to seethat their children and wards successfully passthrough thisvital level of
educetion.

Causesof ContinuousPoor Performanceof Sudents

The continuous poor performance of studentscan beattributed to so many factors
of which both the students, parents/guardians, the government, stakeholder inthe
educational sector and private individuals areto share the blame. Some of the
causesare:

Sudentsand Social Media: Sincetheinception of Facebook in 2004 (popul arized
in 2006), Blackberry, with itsblackberry messenger featureknownasBBM, 2go,
Yahoo messenger, Twitter, and whatsapp anongst other, students have become so
addicted that they nolonger havetimefor their studies, they alocate more precious
timetoirrelevant chatsand conversationsintheinternet that will add littleor nothing
totheir life(Moon, 2011). They watch pornographic videosevenwheninclassand
joining socia groupsonlinelike, “ Adolescentsand relationship”, “ Teenagers
and Love’, “ Singlesand Love Search” among other groupswhereirrelevant
issuesarediscussed at the expense of surfing thenet for research onrelevant issues
or subject mattersthat would have helped them in achieving greater resultsin
academics.

Inaddition, abbreviationssuchas* u” inplaceof you, “av” in placeof have,
“dey” inplaceof they, “n” in place of and, “Wot” in place of what, to mentionbut a
few, which they use on social mediawith their peers are now used in official
examinations unknowingly to them as a result of consistent usage of such
abbreviations (Andy, 2010). Furthermore, studentsno longer spendtheir leisure
timereading novels, magazines, newspapers, or listen to educating programmeson
radio andtelevisonrather they placepriority on African magic wherethey watch al
sortsof irrelevant movies. Inrelation to this, Obama(2008) in his speech stressed
that children cannot achieve great unlessthey rai setheir expectationsand turn off
televison set. A child cantdl thestory lineof afilm or moviewhich he/shewatched
from start to the end without any mistake and can even go further to mention the
namesof dl theactorsand actressesbut he/she cannot tell you the namesof his/her
teachers. They know thetitle and duration of all home movies, music and their
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artists, names off al football clubsin Europeand players but cannot mention the
subjectsthey offer in school. The question now is* how will such astudent perform
well inacademics?

Parentsand Guardian Attitude: Our parents and guardians, who were supposed
to guidetheir children and wardstowards hard work, do otherwise by contracting
withwilling school authoritiesin hiring aspecialist toimpersonatetheir child or
ward or to dictate to the candidate in the examination hall or hiddenin aprivate
secured room (ljaya, 2004). They rather sponsor themin examination mal practices.
Most parents have become so occupied with their daily businessesthat they neglect
the supervision of mora and academic development of their children. Many parents
have misguided and lured their childreninto fiel dsor subject areaswhichthey are
not competent enoughto beasaresult of their salfish desires (Egwunyenga, 2000).
Prior to the new Millennium, parents were seen committed to their children’s
academics, going through their school notebooksdaily trying to ensurethat they
achieve or acquire knowledgein school each day, bought textbooks and other
learning materialsbut today al theseattributesof parentshavegoneinto extinction
(Whawo, 2000). Thedogan of today is*Hewho passesexaminationisintel ligent”
not minding how the successwas achieved. Parents now encouragetheir children
to go look for examination centreknown as* Miracle Centres” wherethey can
pay money to get the needed five credits passes and above, which include
mathematics and English language (Eweniyi, 2002). Thishas made our students
grow so lazy to Study owing to their mindset of achieving good gradeseven when
they do not work for it. Students no longer cultivate that habit of research and
reading instead they search for short waysto successwithout the content.

Private Schools: Private schools cannot be left out of blame for examination
misconduct. Most private schools exist today for the purposed of high profit —
makingin Lieu of thefuture of our futureleaders. Inmost private schoolstoday we
can seeagraduate of sociology teaching physicsand chemistry, or agraduate of
politica scienceteaching mathematicsand Englishlanguage (Ogwuazor et d, 2008).
Onebeginstowonder, if any relationship exist between sociology and physicsor
chemistry. What i sthe rel ationship between political scienceand Englishlanguage
or mathematics? How do one expect students under such teachersto perform
well?All these questionsawait answers. In most cases, asingleteacher handles
threeto four subjectsfrom Junior Secondary oneto Senior Secondary three. This
invariably hasled to lack of coherence betweentheteachers' classroom attitude
andther expressed bdief on active methods of interactionwith thestudents(Andree
et al, 1998). They have capitalized on the unemployment state of the nation to
margindizelabour not minding theimplicationson sudentsand thenation at large.
Studentsno longer repeat classeswhen they do not perform well rather they gain
automatic promotion (Egede, 2009). Often times, studentsare madeto pay some
amount of money so asto berendered assstancein theexamination hal. Assstance
feesarenow paid as school feesin most of these private schools (Egede, 2009).
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The Government: Thegovernment hasitsown share of theblameasmost public
schoolslack the needed facilitiesthat can facilitate effectiveteaching and learning,
such as conducivelearning environment, and | aboratory for science practicals
amongst others. What we hear today is* alter nativeto practicals’ instead of
practicals which at the end of the experimental session, students have no real
opportunity of understanding or learning the process of doing physicsor chemistry
practicals (Achor et al, 2012). Thisisbecausetheinstruments needed for these
practicalsarenot available. A science student will passthrough SSI to SSii1 and
cannot identify asinglegpparatus. Thegovernment should placepriority oneducation
by providing up to 26% of the national budget for education asrecommended by
United NationsEducationa, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). Over
the years there have been incessant strike actions by teachers as a result of
nonpayment of salariesand other fringe benefitsleaving the studentswith no choice
than to roam the street. Teacherswho arethe character moldersof thefutureleaders
arenot motivated enough to carry out their dutiesof producing leaderswho can
take up themantletomorrow. A research carried out in 2014 by Egede showsthat
teachers perform better when they are motivated. Motivation may beintheform of
regular payment of salariesas at when due, regular promotion, sponsorship to
seminars and workshops, provision of adequate teaching and learning materials
and other Fringe benefits.

According to Davidson (2005), motivated teachersarewilling to provide
qudlity education and are determined to givetheir best to achieve maximum outpuit.
Performance and motivation are difficult to distinguish (Desdar, 2005). Lack of
teacher’ smotivation has negative effect on the educationa standard of anation as
sudentsaredeprived of the needed knowledgethat will seethem through WA SSCE,
and NECO aswell asother external examination. The government hasfailed to
redlizethisfact hence shehasno regard for the teachersthereby putting thefuture
of studentsand the nationin jeopardy. Moreso, when new curriculum and designs
areintroduced, teachersare not trained to the new learning and teaching activities
and strategies, assuch they find it difficult toimpact the needed knowledge and
ills

Nonchallant Attitude of Teachers: Most teacherson their part havefailedto be
committed to their job, they feel it isnot their businessand are only concerned
about their monthly salaries. They handleimportant lessonswith laxity and have
falledtoredizetheir important rolein nation building. Thus, teachingisused asa
sepping soneto other professions. Thishasserioudy affected thequdlity of products
of education.

Private Organisation: Most private organizations havefailed the nation. Apart
from Cowbell Milk Company which organizes national mathemati cs competition
annually, the only programmes most private organi zations organi ze are beauty
pageants, MaltinaStreet Dance, Star Quest, Big BrothersAfrica, Gulder Ultimate
search, among others. The only talents being exhibited by our youthstoday are
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music, dancing, acting, and comedies. They nolonger haveflair for mathematics,
chemistry or physics. Wenow hardly hear of debate competitionsamong school
rather everyonewantsto be Nollywood Star or aMusic artist.

I mplicationsof ContinuousPoor Perfor manceof Sudents

I thistrend continueswithout being adequately checked, then the national goal of

producing:

* Sdf-reliant citizenscannot beachieved.

* Thereshdl bemora decadenceinthesociety owingtotherdativeextinction
of mord training a the secondary school level

* Thereshdl becontinuousincreasesintheleve of unemployment asaresult
of lack of creative and innovative mindswhich students are supposed to
acquireat the secondary school level.

* Loseof societal mord valueswill givebirthto highrateof corruptioninthe
country asmost personswho arenot qudified for postionswill do anything
possibleto get such position.

* There shall be escalation of crimerate such asterrorism, oil bunkering,

kidnapping, armed robbery, amongst others. Moreso, theleve of illiteracy,
poverty, and hunger shall be at theincreasing side, thereby worsening the
insecurity Stuationinthecountry.

* More so, the aspiration of parentsto seetheir children become educated
and highly placed in the society becomesameredream.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Thecontinuousdeclineof gudent’sperformancein externd examinaionisattributed
to student’ sincessant activities on social media, private school insensitivity to
students' future and negligence on part of parents, teachersand the government.
Theeducationd achievement of achild dependslargdly onthevirtuesof competent
professionally dynamic teachersand parental sensitivity to the child’sacademic
needs. Teachers, play fundamentally undisputablerolesin the educational growth
and devel opment of studentsand assuch teachersfailureto meet uptotheir tasks
of teaching and guiding studentshas given riseto different social, political, and
economic misconduct. Thistherefore, impliesthat the operationa performance of
teachersand parents could make or mar thefuture of Nigerialearners. Hence, the
academic success of theNigerianlearnersshould begiven atop priority by parents,
teachersand all the stakeholdersin the educational sector. Thisisbecausethe
economic devel opment of any nation depends on quality of her education. From
theforegoing, somerecommendationsare proffered.

* TheNigerianteachersand parentshave strategic rolesto play. Asthemgor
executorsof thegovernment policieson education, they shouldasmuchas
possibleinculcate the spirit of hard work in studentsand discourage all
formsexamination misconducts.
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* The government on its part should see teaching as the “ mother” of all
professionsand provideteacherswith adequate motivation. More so, the
government should makefundsavailablefor the provision of conducive
learning environment that will challengethe studentstowork hard.

* A corrupt free committee should be set up to check the activities of private
schoolsbothinrural and urban areasfromtimetotime.
* Seminarsand workshops should be organized where studentswould be

told theimplication or consequences of their regular activitieson social
mediaand how theinternet can be of better assistanceto their academic
life.

* Private organizationsshould have arethink and begin to organize educative
competitions among students and school s such as debates. They should
give scholarship to outstanding students so asto promote hard-work among
students.

* Government should establish-well furnished librariesinal schools.
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