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ABSTRACT

The challenge for librarians today is not just the acquisition of book and non-
book materials into the library, but the problem of safeguarding them to avoid
losses or damage. Like many devel oping countries of the world, Nigeria has also
been experiencing difficult economic conditions and this has affected a lot of
organizations including library institutions. Library services can only be
successful through the availability of library materials that satisfies the needs of
both present and future users. It isagainst this background that thiswork examines
how library materials can be secured under Nigeria’s depressed economy. The
study reveals that the dwindling economic fortunes of Nigeria coupled with
hyper-inflation has made it increasingly difficult for government to fund the
libraries adequately. Hence, this will afford libraries the opportunity to provide
adequate and multiple copies of highly demanded materials for their users.
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INTRODUCTION

Libraries can be describe as social ingtitutions responsible for systematic selection,
acquisition, organization and dissemination of recorded and on-lineinformation resources
kept for reading, research, reference and consultations. Maigari (1995) viewed libraries
not only depository, but a so haveactiverolein theeconomic, socid, educationa, political
and technologica deveopment ectivitiesof al nations. In performing their functionslibraries
are expected to ensure that adequate resources are avail able by acquiring materialsthat
arerelevant totheneedsof their communitiesin variousformatsto cover al thecategories
of users. These materiasare then organized professionally by putting related materials
together so that the unitsof information can beidentified and retrieved easily by readersor
users. According to Singh (1999), libraries preserve knowledge so that nothing islost,
organizeknowledge so that nothing iswasted, makethe knowledge available so that none
may bedeprived of it. Librariesaretherefore seen asessentia ingredient of civilized society.

Similarly, Aji (1990) stressesthat theimproved living condition of the society is
vested onthelibrary’sroleof informing, educating and guiding of the average membersof
the society who arebasically literate and non-literatein mattersthat would |ead to better
their living conditions. That isto say, librariesareingtitutionswhereusersof diversified age
groups, socio-poalitical, economic backgroundsand cultural interest haveto convergeto
utilizethemateria resourcesthat aremade availableand revant to their individua needs.
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Theuseof library materia resources by usersismeant toimprovethequality of their lives
by giving them education, information, recreation, intellectual stimulation and enriching
their lifeinall aspects. Thecrux of thematter is, arethemateria resourcesavailablein our
libraries?Andif thereareavail able arethey secured?Any library user will feel bad when
what he/sherequiresisnot availableinthelibrary or damaged. Aguolu (1993) statesthat
devel oping countrieslike Nigeriadevel op their collection amidst numerous constraints,
including book famine and depressed economy, which meansinadequate funding and
stocking of libraries. Hencethe security of library materialsin Nigeriaassumesagreater
importance becauseit isdifficult toreplacelost or damage materials.

Theproblem of insecurity tolibrary materid resourceswhich emanatemainly from
man made mal practi ce such astheft and mutilation of books by userscausealot of concern
inlibrary servicestoday. The problem of theft are not only confined to booksbut even
records, tapes, soft-waresand hard-wares aretargets of mutilationinsomelibrariesand
thishasrendered thelibrary servicesineffective, inefficient and in-secured. Theimmoral
behaviour of thelibrary usersthat causealot of insecurity to thelibrary materialscould not
befar fetched from the problem of the prevailing depressed economy being feltinthe
country Nigeriatoday.

Problemsof Depressed Economy in Nigeria
Economy depression iswhen production and consumption decreases drastically and
unemployment increasesrapidly. While Hornby (2005) definesit aswherethereisnot
enough economic activitiesor jobsfor people. Nwachuku (1998) looksat it asone under
economic advergity; thismeansthat thereare scarceresourceswith low businessactivities.
The scenario of economic adversitiesin devel oping countriestoday isso tormenting tothe
society. Aguolu (1993) statesthat the condition of Nigeriawith itsprevailing depressed
economy, whichischaracterized by galloping inflation, high cost of goodsand services,
mass unemployment with resultant mass poverty and high cost of living standardsarethe
major contributing factorstoinsecurity inlibrariesand inthe country at large.
Nigeriaeven after many yearsof political independence has not been ableto
meatchitspolitical independencewith economicindependenceand sdf-relianceasreiterated
by Aguolo C. and Aguolul. (2002). It isawell known fact that Nigerian government
started aprogrammeof freeeducation at all level sthat wasin thelate seventiesbut today
the situation has changed, the education of children are now theresponsibility of parents.
The school grantsand scholarshipsthat were granted before to students have either been
stopped or limited to only well connected people. Furthermore, variousschool feesfrom
primary to tertiary institutions have been increased. The burden of such feesistoo much
for most parentsto bear. Hence most of the children of the poor are not well cared or
catered for and some of these children haveto take care of themselves. The economic
Stuationissointensethat some children dropout of schoolstakinginto al kindsof social
illslike robbery, advanced freefraud (419) and even looting which have affected the
security of thesociety. Thesociety itsdlf playsasignificant role by not living by examples.
Greed hastaken over inthelives of peopleespecially thosein authority, which hasled to
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economic hazard which hasgiven birth to assassination, kidnaps, cultismamong ahost of
other socid ills. Afolabi (1995) observesthat just asthe common man battleswith soaring
pricesof basic commodities, crimesof varying proportionsareontheincreasedaily. Thus
thesocial illsof armed robbery, burglary and stealing are afflicting grestly in the society.
Thisisgenerally manifested among library usersand evenlibrary staff. Librariesaresocid
organi zationsthat operate within the society. Theft and mutilation of library materiasisa
universal phenomenonwhich posesaseriousthrest tolibrariesespecialy inthedevel oping
countries. Thecurrent economic problemsfacing Nigeriacal for appropriate actionto be
taken with aview to achieving the objectivesof libraries.

TheEffect of Depressed Economy on Acquisition and Security of Library Materials
Asaresult of the current economic situation in Nigeria, inflation hasbecomethe order of
theday, pricesof library materials continueto escalate and library budget do not keep
pacewith theinflation. Oche (2000) observesthat the problem of inadequate availability
of booksand other information resourcesin al disciplinesisagreat concerntothelibrary
management. Thefew titlesthat are available cannot meet the demands of the users
adequately. The dwindling economic fortunesof Nigeriacoupled with hyper-inflation has
medeitincreasingly difficult for government to fund thelibrariesadequately. Theinadequete
nature of library materia sencouragestheft and mutilation, Afolabi (1993) attributesthe
inability of Nigerianlibrariesto buy several copiesof most booksto economic congtraints.
Thelibrary isbeing faced with the dilemmaof using the meager funds seldom approved,
ether for the purchase of new booksor to usefor replacement of lost or mutilated materias.

Dueto theeconomic Stuation, many studentsin higher ingtitutionscould not afford
to buy textbooks recommended to them becausethey find it hard to evenfeed themselves,
asmany camefrom poor backgrounds, their parentsareeither retired or do not havejobs.
The studentsthereforerely heavily ontheir lecture notesand thelibrary materialsand
someof these studentsare so greedy such that they steal or tear out the portion of material
they needinthelibrary. Theft and mutilation of library materialshave adversaly affected
theservicesof thelibrariesin Nigeria. Thishasled to the situation where considerable
number of materials arewithdrawn from the shelves. When auser comestothelibrary
and discoversthat the materia she/sheislooking for isnot or are not thereon the shelf or
that somerelevant pagesareremoved. Thismakesthe student to becomefrustrated, this
therefore meansthat thelibrary hasfailed to meet the needs of itsusers. Ugah (2007)
considerscollection security violation asformidable obstacleto information accessand
use. Such act according to him isaserious problem that can result in user dissatisfaction.

Another problemislibrary building, whichissupposed to be solidly designed to
securethe collection aswell asto provide userseasy accessto thelibrary materials, but
today most of thelibrary buildingsare either not solidly designed or debilitated. Security
accordingtoAguolu C. and Aguolu |. (2002) could sometimestake precedence over
accessibility because security provides some guaranteeto the continued availability of
library materialsand without any security measures nothing will beleftinthelibraries.
Actually, depressed economy has affected many libraries so badly that theannual budget
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dwindles, making it sodifficult to replace materia resources|ost through theft and mutilation
or other means. Thereisa so high cost of library materia sparticularly journa sand reference
books. However, what should be doneto makelibrary materialsavailablefor use?And
how can thisimmoral behaviour of usersand even library staff becurtailedinlibrariesin
Nigeriato preservethe material resourcesfor present and future users?

CONCLUSION

Library managersknow that theft and muitilationsof library materia shave deprived many
library usersfromfully achieving their information needs. Thisproblem should beaddressed
intheinterest of themajority of userswithout disturbing the genera freedom to the use of
library material resources. It isestablished by many researchersthat depressed economy
that ischaracterized with inflation, poor condition of living, unemployment among others
are some of the contributing factorsto insecurity of library materials. Libraries cannot
function effectively and efficiently without considering the security and protection of its
materials. Anunobi and Okoye (2008) observethat informationisan essential part of a
nation’ sresourcesand accesstoit, isabasi ¢ human right with declining budgetsand higher
subscription cog, it isbecoming difficult to meet the demandsof library users. InNigeria,
librariescan only afford limited and inadequate number of material resourcesduetotheir
budget condraints.

Sincelibrariesareableto provide scarce and heavily used resources, thematerias
therefore stand to bevulnerableto al formsof crime and security risksfrom not only the
users, but thelibrary staff aswell. It istherefore apparent that libraries should ensurethe
security of theavailablemateridsinther custody if they areto successfully manageflourishing
and efficient libraries. Eventhoughlibrariescannot totaly eiminatel ossesof their materials
but it can be reduced to the minimum if certain measures are undertaken. Thelibrary
managers should alwaysthink of ways of exercising effective methods of control and
security of themateria resourcesto curtail and possibly eliminatetheillegal removad of the
materidsfromthelibrary.

Based on the above, this study recommendsthe following aslibrary security
measures. Thereisthise ectronic security system which can ensurethat borrowerscannot
get out of thelibrary without proper documentations asused in advanced countries, itis
very good but they are quite expensive and are not common in Nigeria. With theeconomic
problems, may be, some organizations can afford it and for many that cannot afford,
shouldincreasethe number of security guardsto man theentranceand exit of thelibraries.
Since poverty, inflation and high cost of living in the society have been viewed assome of
the reasons encouraging theft and mutilation of library materials, thereisneed to educate
theusersonthedevadtating effect of theft and mutilation of library materid sonthecollections
and servicesof thelibrary. Thereisalso need to encourage the society through different
channelsof mediato be sdlf-reliant, whereby individua sstrugglehardto earn aliving to
avoid idleness which leads to poverty and causes alot of havoc in the society. The
government of Nigeriashould look serioudly into the situation of unemployment inthe
country which has caused alot of harmto the soci ety today. Also, viableindustries should
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be establish which many familieswill begainfully employed, thiscan reducetoalarge
extent the adverse effect of redundancy in society. Thefunding capacity of librariesshould
beimproved upon by therelevant authorities. Thiswill afford librariesthe opportunity to
provide adequate and multiple copies of highly demanded materialsfor their users. The
non-return of library materialsby borrowersisathreat to the effective use of resources.
Udomaand Okoro (2007) suggest that libraries should create policiesto ensurelibrary
resources are used effectively. The policies should berealistic for borrowing of library
books. Alsolibrariesshould havedear written proceduresof pendtiesfor theft and mutilation
of library materias. With harsh pendties, it might reduce significantly the problemsof theft
and mutilationinthelibrariesand should be spelt out to the users. Another thing that can
remedy the problem of theft and mutilation isto paste s mplenoticeson strategic areas
reminding usersthat illegal borrowing or stealing of library materialsisaseriousoffence
and attracts serious punishment too. There should be adequate availability of photocopying
facilitiesand servicesinevery library to assst readersmake copiesof their needed itemsat
affordable cogt, thiswill hel p users not to mutilate books needed outsidethelibrary.
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