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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the place of educational media in the effective Utilization of
the new curriculum module in Nigeria. It equally delves into the historical
development of Educational Technology as well as its application with the aim
of solving the problem which teacher encounter during the utilization of the new
curriculum module. This paper observes that these educational media are meant
to appeal to learners sense of touch, smell, sight and hearing. At the same time,
they are useful supplement to direct verbal communication in the classroom,
because peopletend to forget what they aretold but are more likely to remember
the experiences which they gain by examining and manipulating objects or
representing them in the form of drawing, photographs and all the likes. Among
other remarksthe paper submitsthat educational media will help make education
more productive through increasing learning by providing worthwhile
experiences for the learners that teachers alone may or cannot furnish.
Keywords: Educational Media, Curriculum, Utilization, Teaching, Learning.

INTRODUTION

Educational mediaor aidsreferstoall formsof information carriersthat can be used to
record, store, preserve and transmit or retrieveinformation to promote and encourage
effectiveteaching andlearning activities. Educationa adsaccording to http://festiva .roshd.ir/
en/magazine/index.php can bedivided in two categoriesbased on their rolesin teaching
process, criterion-based educational aidsand facilitation-based educational aids. The
criterion-based educational aids are the ones that seek for the learners’ description,

paraphrase, recreetion and characterization of their efficiency of knowledge. In other words,

thesearepart of learning criteriaand bring inthe god sof educationd activitieslikeeducationa

ingrumentsintechnical and professona mgor or thecarsinthedriving teaching. Checking
school popul ation explosion can be donethrough educational broadcasting. Under this
typeof programme, learnersaremadeto stay off thevariousdesignated receiving/listening
centres. What thismeansisthat, thelearnersdo not al haveto convergeinaclassroomto
receivelecturesbut only haveto stay and receivelectures at those designated points. By
so doing, overcoming challengesor obstacleswhich might resultif they al haveto meet at
apointisreducedif not removed totally (K olade-Ojeand Baba ola, 2008). Educationa

mediaare equally self-supporting devicesthat can be used by educatorsto present a
completebody of information in the teaching process. According to Akinyemi (2006) as
cited in Kolade-Oje and Babalola(2008), the traditional practice of education stands
short in coping with the demandsthat are expected from present daysteachershence
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educational mediaemerge asaviable meansof enabling teachers copewith most of the
emerging problems of teachers in the classroom, as contained in http:/
thepuppysplace.blogspot.com/2010/09. Arsyad (2003), inteaching and learning activities
using the media says the teaching was replaced by terms such astool of view heard,
teaching material's, communication of view heard, educational teaching aids of view,
educationa technol ogy, teaching aids, and explanatory media Thesamesourcehas Gerlach
and Ely (1971) point out threemgjor characteristicsof themediathus: (8) thecharacteristics
fixative, (b) manipulativetraits, and (c) distributive characteristics. Theseaccording tothe
source are asexplained below.

Featurefixative (Fixative Property): These characteristicsare devel oping the ability
of media to record, store, preserve, and reconstruct an event or object. With the
characteristicsof thisfixative, themediaallowsarecording eventsor objectsthat occur in
acertaintimeto betransported without knowing thetime. These characteristicsarevery
important for teachers because the events have been recorded with the existing media
formatsand can beused at any time. Similarly, student activitiescan berecorded for later
andyzed and criticized by fellow studentseither individualy or collectively.
Manipulativetraits (Manipulative Property): Transformation of an event or objectis
possi ble because the mediahas manipulativetraits. Theincident, which took place severa
days, can be presented to studentswithin two or three minuteswith the media-making
techniques of teaching time-lapserecording. Mediacapabilitiesof themanipulativetraits
require earnest attention becausein case of an error in setting back the sequence of events
or cutting (editing) thewrong parts, therewill be aso an error of interpretation which of
coursewill be confusing and even mis eading, so can changetheir attitude towardsthe
undesirable.

Distributive characteristics (Distributive Property): This characteristic alows an
object or event to betransgported through space, these events are presented s multaneoudy
to alarge number of studentsto experience the samerelative stimulus of events. Once
information isrecordedin any mediaformat, it can bereproduced severa timesand ready
to be used simultaneoudly in different places or used repeatedly in one place. Over the
years, ashighlightedin http://www.studentsnewise.com..., researchersbelievethat early
learning and intellectud stimulation areimportant for achild sability tolearnmorethoroughly
and subsequently in thefuture. However, what they havenot found out yet isif educational
mediacan actualy hepfoster achild'slearning ability.

For years, child devel opment experts have been debating therol e of educational
mediain achild’s ability to learn words, numbers and sentences. What exactly can
educationa medialiketouchscreen devicesand interactive mediacharacterscontributein
thedevel opment of achild'slearning ability?New studieshave started to comeout regarding
therolesof educational mediain achild slearning process. Some of these examinations
and resultshaveyiel ded positiveresultswhile someare still questioning theviability and
moderation of information that can be coursed through aninteractive device. Of course,
there are a so concernsabout how thiscan affect achild’ssocia behaviours. Thereare il
someapprehens onsthat |earning through educationa mediawill turn the child away from
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actud persond relationshipsandinteractions. Aspart of itscontribution, thisstdy istherefore
eva uating theplace of educationa mediaintheeffectiveutilization of thecurriculummodule
inNigeria Theamistoassst in solving the problemswhich teachersencounter during the
utilization of the new curriculum modulein Nigeria

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATIONAL MEDIA
Thehistory of educational mediaisasold asman. Theuseof visua instruction datesback
tothestoneage. A period whenvisual aids such as stone pebbles, sheitksand cowries
were use to enhance effective communication and learning. Right from then, men has
sought ways of improvement. Hence, the historical devel opment of educational media
shall be approached by classifying it under thefollowing:

0] TheSoneAge: Thisisthe age of when stonesand other concrete objectswere
used aseducational aidsor media

@i ThePrinting PressAge: Thisisthe age when bookswhere printed. It isstill
obtainabletoday. Themaost common medium encounteredin school learning isill
the book. Asalearning medium, the book can be characterized by the primary
feature of itstechnology (that is, stability), by itssymbol systems (printed text,
pictures, and graphics), and by theway it influences specific processes (reading).
The primary symbol system used in books and other print media consists of
orthographic symbol sthat, in Western culture, arewords composed of phonemic
graphemes, horizontally arrayed fromleft to right. Inmost printed school media,
thisarrangement is stable—unlike the marqueein Times Square, for example,
which usesthe same symbol system but adifferent and transent technology. The
stability of the medium hasimportant implications for how learners process
information from booksand magazines: it aidsin constructing meaning fromthe
text.

(i) TheMassCommunication Age: Theagewhen massmediabecamevery rdevant
inthe educationa up bringing of people.

(iv)  Thesystem Technology Age: Theistheagewhen severa formsof technology
influenced learning. According to Robert B.Kozma, the Director Centre for
Technology inLearning, SRI Internationd in 1994, tlevison or any video medium
differs from books in several ways that may affect cognitive structures and
processes. Firg, thetechnol ogy of these mediamakesboth their verba and visual
symbol systems transient rather than stable. Linguistic information can be
orthographic (asin captioned films); but more oftenitisora and, liketheimages
on the screen, disappears quickly. Because of thistransience, and becausethe
two symbol systems are presented simultaneously, learners may process the
information in video mediavery differently from theway they processsimilar
information in booksand magazines. It isa so possiblethat the symbol systems
and their transient nature affect the mental representationsthat learners create.
Studentsarefrequently unableto connect their symboliclearningin school to“redl
world stuations’ but thetransformational capabilities of the computer can help
them makethisconnection Kozma (1994).
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Educational Technology entail sthe application of educational massmedialike
radio, televison, and printed materid saswel| asother gadgetsthat aredesigned tofacilitate
teaching and learning intheeducationa process. Littleresearch hasbeen doneonlearning
with multimediaenvironments, primarily becausethefiddisstill evolvingand most efforts
withinit arefocused on devel opment. However, multimediapresent the possibility of
combininginasingleinstructiona environment all thetechnol ogies, symbol systems, and
processing capabilitiesof theindividua mediadescribed above. Examining how wemight
useeach of theseaspectsindividually and in variouscombinationstofacilitatelearningisan
important direction for current and future research (Kozma, 1994). Computer technology
playsacentrd rolein multimediaenvironments: thecomputer coordinatestheuseof various
symbol systemsand processesinformation it receives, collaborating with thelearner to
make subsequent sel ections and decisions. Thisrole according to Kozma (1994), is
essentialy the samewhether the specific multimediaformat in useisinteractivevideo or
hypermedia.

Educational Technology entail sthe application of educational massmedialike
radio, televison, and printed materid saswel| asother gadgetsthat aredesigned tofacilitate
teaching and learning in the educational process. These educational mediaare meant to
appeal to learners sense of touch, smell, sight and hearing. At the sametime, they are
useful supplement to direct verbal communicationin the classroom. Peopletend to forget
what they aretold but are morelikely to remember the experienceswhich they gain by
examining and manipulating objects or representing them in the form of drawing ,
photographs and all the likes. Not only will they remember, they arelikely to havea
deeper understanding of the particular objectives, situations and or phenomena (Best,
2001). Most educational media appeal to the eyes and ear that iswhy they are also
referred to asaudio—visual aids. The chalkboard and the textbooks are viewed asaids
too—they areaidswhich are often treated separately becausethey arereadily available
and widdly used toolsfor teaching and learning. They are educational resourcestowhich
most teachersand student have easy access. The educational mediabeing appliedtothe
teaching and learning Situationsthese dayswerefirst produced for homeusebut | ater got
adapted for educational usesby educationa plannersand teachers.

EDUCATIONAL MEDIAAND ITSRELEVANCEINTHE
TEACHINGAND LEARNING PROCESS
In our complex world, students need to learn more and better from their environment
becausethe possibility of learning from direct experience (i.e. thedirect action or touch of
the objectsor learning phenomenaby students) cannot existinall areas. Therefore, the
way of teaching these phenomenaisvery complicated (http://festiva .roshd.ir/en/magazine/
index.php). Thegod of suchteachingisto enablestudentsto experiencescientific phenomena
up to agreat extent by their direct (or at least close) involvement. When studentsacquire
moreexperienceintheir life, they will be ableto successfully increasetheir findingsand
understandingsabout the environment around. On experience, theHoly Prophet hasstated,
“Theexperienceishigher than knowledge.” Therefore, wecan grant more possibilitiesto
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studentshby sdlecting and using educationa mediacorrectly and thoughtfully. The Educationd
mediaareall instruments and possibilitiesthat can make easier, better, long-lasting and
effectivelearning conditionsin the educational environment. Thesepossibilitiesinclude
tools (electricinstruments), material s (transparent sheets, films, etc.), and educational
conditions(film shows, scientific cruise) (http://festival .roshd.ir/en/magazine/index.php).

The educational mediaare not new; however, themediahave existed sincethe
beginning of teaching. It goeswithout saying thet thefirst mediawereteacher’sexplanations,
blackboard and chalks. After that, pictures, recordings, radio and television, video and
computer created anew way inteaching process (http://festival .roshd.ir/en/magazine/
index.php). Not long ago, the mediawere called * audio-visual educationa aids’ (suchas
electricinstrumentslike projectors), but infact the educational mediaarein higher ranks
than educational aids. They can affect learning processif appropriately used. Mediaare
necessary to make effective communication inteaching. Now the educational mediaare
inseparable parts of teaching and learning process. They are not tools or materialsto
support education anymore; they are educational data by themselves. The role of
educational aidsin learning- teaching processlies on the state of transferring concepts
(http://festival .roshd.ir/en/magazinelindex.php).

Researcheshave shown that good educetiond aidshaveeffectiveroleintranderring,
inferring and affecting the concepts. Themost important of them are:
1 They make atangible basisto think ahead, create concepts, and cause studentsto

resort |essto abstract concepts.
2. They createinterest in students' learning and turn their attention to educational

topics.

3. They provide necessary basisfor gradua and supplementary learning and makeit
perpetual.

4. They givereal and actual experience to students and motivate them for more
activities

o

They provide cohesivethoughtsinlearning process.

6. They areeffectiveinthe devel opment and growth of conceptsin student’smind

and hel p the devel opment of words semantic domain.

They transfer rapideducational meaning and concept more.

8. They provide studentswith some experiencethat cannot be acquired from other
way's, Sothey increasetheir menta devel opment, degp understanding, and learning
leve.

Theeducationa mediawhen pragmaticaly applied during the utilization of thenew
curriculum modul eaccording to K olade-Ojeand Babal ola(2008) will helpinthefollowing
ways
1 M aking education more productive through increasing learning by providing

worthwhileexperiencesfor thelearnersthat teachersalonemay or cannot furnish.

2. M aking education morechild centred by providing alternative pathwith avariety

of resources so that |earning can take place according to thelearners' study of

performance.

~
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3. Making learning moreimmediate by bridging thegap betweentheinddeand outsde
classroom by means of the experiencethat educational mediacan provide.

4, Givinglearnersequa accessto educationwhereever they arethroughthe portability
of thevariousmaterias (audio and video cassettes/discs, filmatrips, film, salf-study
packs, etc.) and through the use of effective delivery system (air transmission
cables, satdllite) for transmitting information,

5. Givingingtruction amore scientific touch by providing aframework or systematic
ingructiond planning.

6. Supplementing theteacher by enhancing hiseffectivenessintheclassroom.

7. Enhancing overall productivity viainstructional mediaand systemswhich do not

depend upon the routine executive of many instructional processesor clerical

mechanica chores.

Bringinginvarietiesand thusbresking monotonousord ingructionintheclassroom

Enriching students|earning becauseit widensthe scopeand aid theunderstanding

of thelearnersbeyond the basi cinformation need of the course.

10. Checking limited provision of facilitieslike classroom, study hall, library, among
others.

11. Providingteachers educational material and facilitiesto continualy update and
upgradethelr professiond skills.

12.  Arousingtheinterest of learnersand motivatethemtolearn meaningfully.

13.  Supplementing direct classroom verbal communication and or interaction between
teachersand learners.

14.  Providing learning guidance through individualized learning study packsthus
removing the much dependence on teachersfor learning. Thisprovideslearners
withtheopportunity of learning ontheir ownwithout coming in contact withteachers.

© ®

CONCLUSION

Thisstudy investigated the place of educationd mediain theeffective Utilization of thenew
curriculummodulein Nigeria. Thereareclear evidencethat the application of educationa
Mediato the education processwill go along way in solving someof the problemswhich
ateacher might encounter during the utilization of thenew module. Thusfar, all that have
been discussed are pointersto theroleswhich educational mediacan play intheteaching
and learning proess, hence practicing teachers are encouraged to adequately utilizethe
educationa mediaif thequality of educationin Nigeriaisto beimproved. Thiswill diminate
thefear asbelieved among someteachersthat the application of educational mediain
teaching will paveaway for lost of job among teachers.
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