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ABSTRACT

It isthe belief of some Nigerians, especially the Christiansthat Arabic Language
belongs to the Islamic religion alone, and whoever learnsit is believed to be a
Muslim. Documentswrittenin Arabic, irrespective of thewriter'sfaith or religion,
the contents and subject matters are termed Islamic. Hence, the apprehension
they have for it. However, the reason behind this perception is multi-faceted.
Most glaring and conspicuous among them are: (a) Biased mind and wrong
impression they have about Islam, and (b) Majority of Arabic learnersin their
environments are Muslims, hence the negative attitude they have for the language.
This paper seeks to erase these negative perception and prejudices, highlights
the need to learn Arabic language as a second language and re-examine its
importance to our contemporary society. It is observed that Arabic as a living
language has served as a sour ce of sciences as hoted that some wordsin Arabic
still remain in the books of Science and Mathematics. Therefore, itisrecommended
among other s the gover nment should put mor e effortsin removing the barriersto
study this language and to make it compulsory at the primary and secondary
school levels in the school curriculum.
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INTRODUCTION

Arabic, likeadvanced natural languages such asEnglish and French, isoneof thelanguages
that hasacquired aninternational statusin the United Nations Organization and other
international bodies. Itisaso used for international relations, diplomacy and religious
concerns. According to Adeyemi (2012), theteaching of Arabiclanguagein non-Arabic
gpesking countrieshasawaysbeen associated with Idam. Although, Arabic asalanguage,
either spoken or read isused everyday by morethan aquarter of theworld population, yet
Sikiru (1994) positsthat some peopleareskeptica intouching any Arabicwritten document
insomequarters. No convinced reason isgiven for thisthan the negative perception and
the notion that Arabicisoneof the usaless, backward and unproductivelanguagesinthe
world (Farrukh, 2007). The notion that Arabic language is useless, backward and
unproductivein Nigeriaisbased on theview that Arabiclanguageiswritten from theright
totheleft ascompareto Englishlanguagewhichiswrittenfromtheleft totheright. Among
thefactorsresponsiblefor thisnotioninclude: (a) System of operationinArabic schools,
and (b) Government's attitude towardsArabic learning etc. (Sikiru, 1994). However,
effortshave been madeat institutional and individual levelsto develop Arabiclanguage
education and integrateit into the main stream of Nigerian educationa system because of
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itsvalue (Adeyemi, 2012). According to Bamgbose (1991), language has established
itself asthe characteristic medium of interaction in the speciesand eveninitsearliest
observableforms. It hasbeen seen asastonishing of itssplitsinto different versonsand the
shape of itselements changes even among hereditary users. It isimperativeto notethe
importance of languagein themidst of other living creaturessuch asanimals, birdsand
humans. As far asArabic is concerned, Farrukh (2007) states that the Arabs called
themsalves' Araban’ and caled non-Arabs* Ajam’ for beingignorant of their languageand
not articulatelikethem. Till date, Arabic remainsunchanged. Oseni (2000) stressesthat
Arabicinducesall fieldsof itsstudy such as philology, syntax, trand ation, etymol ogy,
phonol ogy, rhetorics, reading, |exicography, literature, prosody and history. Therelevance
of Arabicintheglobal settingisits contribution to the development and enrichment of
someother natural languages. Therefore, Arabiclanguage can be studied for many purposes
beyond itsreligious association (Adeyemi, 2012). Basically, theaim of thisstudy isto
erasethe negative perception about Arabic Language and prejudices, highlightstheneed
tolearnit asasecond language and re-examineitsimportanceto our contemporary society.

RELEVANCE OFARABIC LANGUAGE IN NIGERIA

Fafunwa (1974) explainsthat for centuriesscholarshaveredized that Arabic asalanguage
and Idam asardigion have contributed substantially toworld civilization. 1t wasthrough
theArabs and not the Romansthat the modern world achieved light and power through
science (Fafunwa, 1974). Indeed, Arabicisalanguage and at the sametime the source of
Islam. It isnot synonymousto Islamic or Muslims. Islamic or Muslims are a part of
insgparabletwin. Itisimperativeto point out that whileldamistherdigion of theMudims,
Arabic isthe language of communication. This Approach does not detract from the
importance of Arabic asalanguagein asecular context. Adegbite (2003) justifiesit asan
internationa language and thelingua franca of twenty-two nationsintheWorld. Basicaly,
thereisno difference between Arabic language of today and that yesterday. It remainsa
standard language. In addition, other characteristics such asel oquence, fluency, melody
amidst others. Arabic language hasmaintai ned itsqualitiesamong thefl eet of international
languages. Some areasinwhich Arabic language can be useful to our society that will give
impetusto learnit or evento makeit compulsory subject inthe school curriculumfrom
primary to secondary school levelsareincludeits contribution in science, technol ogy,
media, worldtrade, internationd policies, religionaswdl asinformation and communication
technology.

Arabicasalanguagein Scienceand Technology: Therelevance of Arabiclanguage
intheglobal setting isemphas sed onitscontribution to the devel opment and enrichment of
some other world languages. Jamiu (2003) stressesthat Arabic preceded other important
worldlanguageslike English and French asthelanguage of sciences, in many books of
modern science. No other language in the past played such vital rolesin science and
technology, asArabic. Inchemistry, wordslike"a cohol" and "alkali" are derived from
Arabic namesal-kahl and al-galiy respectively (Jamiu, 2003). Adeyemi (2011) observes
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that in the 12th and 13th centuries, the nations of Europe began to wake up from their
condition of intellectual backwardness and set out to learn from the Muslims. Some
European Scholarstraveled to Muslim Universitiesto learn particularly to thefamous
Mudim Universtiesin Spain. Othersembarked on trand ation of theworksfromARABIC
to LATIN. Thesehad agrest impact on western scholarsin alargemeasureto the European
Renaissance (Adeyemi, 2011).

Arabic asarecognized Languagein the Media World: According to Jamiu (2003),
no languagein theAfrican continent surpassesArabicintermsof international and global
acceptability. Thelanguageis spoken by morethan onethird of inhabitantsof theAfrican
continent. He stressesfurther that the global relevance of Arabicismanifestedin mass
mediaand information technology. Nigerian diplomatic missonintheArabworld aswell
asArab embassiesin Nigeriahave vacanciesfor competent Arabists, who will represent
theinterestsof Nigeriaespecialy when unsubstanti ated news about the country is spread
by thelocal news media(Ogunbiyi, 2005). Today, there are over one hundred Arabic
newspapersand not |essthan one hundred and twenty international journals publishedin
theArab world, Africaand across Europe and Americain Arabic language. At thelocal
level, NigeriaAssociation of Teachersof Arabic and Idamic Studies(NATAILS), Nigeria
Association of Teachersof Arabic Languageand Literature (NATALL ) and some other
meagazinesowned by privateindividuasor organizationsin Nigeriaare publishedinArabic
languageand English. InthemediaWorld, for instance, the British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC), Voiceof America(VOA), Deutchewelle, Radio FranceInternational , Japan Radio
and Voice of Nigeria(VON) have channelsin Arabic communication.

Arabic asa Language of Trade: From time immemorial, Nigeriais noted for trade
relationshipwith Arab Nations. Therefore, Arabiclanguage hasremained themgjor language
of trade between Nigeriansand theArabs. Arabic asthelanguage of trade between Nigerians
and theArabsisasimportant as English and Frenchto Nigeria. Amuni (1998) statesthat
theimportance of ArabicinWorld trade manifested in thefact that the language features
on reading manua sand other commercid activities. Adeyemi (1996) explainsfurther that
thereisagreat deal of evidencethat our reasoning capacity and our sengitivity have been
constantly improved by imitation of the great mastersof languageintheir variousforms.
Therespect which Musdlim scholarsgiveto oral instructioninlearning by imitation and
repetition hasasound basisin human experience and in human psychology. It isadmitted
that Arabicisthethird or fourth languageto belearntin Nigeria, till, it hasitsdifficulties
and problemsasalanguage aswell asitsattractions. It isalanguage that existsin both
spoken and writtenform (Adeyemi, 2012). Therefore, theattractionsand needsof Arabic
Languageoutweight thedifficultiesinNigeria.

Arabic as a Language in Telecommunication and Information Technology: The
latest in theinformation technology availablein Nigeriatoday isthe Globa Systemfor
M obile Communication (GSM) Handsetswhich now haveArabic lettersof thea phabet,
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sign and symbolsfor communication effectiveness between the communi cators and
facilitators. According to Tijani (2003), the exchange of communi cation i deas between
two friendswho speak Arabiclanguage onthe GSM improvestheskill level of theusers.
Arabic scholarsand studentsin Nigeriacan interact with broadcasting centersto enjoy
news, programmes, documentaries, games, and publications, national and international
events.

Arabicasalanguagein Palitics: According to Abdu-Raheem (2001), alanguage can
beusadfor political ressonsaswell. For instance, Nigeriansshould man Nigerianembassies
inArabic-speaking countries. If thereisashortage of Arabic-proficient manpower inthe
fidd, thisimpliesthat foreignerswill beemployed to dothejob for our country? Furthermore,
at the newly established African Unionispredicated on political interaction among the
members. Their countriesfor political gainwill usethosewho arevast ininternational
languages. Thereare placesfor qualified trandatorsand secretarieswith competencein
Arabic and Englishlanguages. Someyearsago, an eminent Nigerian vying for the post of
United Nations Secretary-Genera |ost out because he was not competent in the use of
French, one of the prerequisitesfor thejob. The Organisation of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) needspeoplewho arefluent inArabic languagefor political interaction
among Arab countriesthat will bring many advantagesto the countries. SinceArabic
languageisallowedinthe Organization, if thislanguageisneglected, many benefitswill not
cometo the country through diplomacy of theseinternational organizations.

Arabic as a Religious Language: Seriki and Lawal (2003) opine that Arabic is
recognized asthereligiouslanguage of 1dam and assumesthe position of eminenceand
global relevancein that regard. Among al themajor rligionsintheworld suchasldam,
Chrigtianity, Hindusetc., Idamisthe most unique of thesereligionsbecauseitsadherents
communicate spiritualy with onelanguagetoAllahthatisArabic. Othersusedifferent and
morethan onelanguageto communicateto their Creator. Malik ascited in Jamiu (2003)
assertsthat portionsof Arabic Qur'an must berecited by every Mudimal over theworld
initsorigina text onadaily basis, no matter what his/her or nativetonguemay be. Allahis
theoriginator of every language and thusunderstandsand appreciatesal. Ogunbiyi (2005)
rightly states, masseducationinArabiclanguageislikely toimproved mutua understanding
between Mudimsand non-Muslim mateswho would now haveinsight into thelanguage
that playssuch auniqueroleintherdigiouslifeof theMudims.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS
Theneed tolearn Arabic language asasecond languagein Nigeriaisapparent like other
international languages such as English and French. Learning. It does not change ones
religiousbelieveto | am unlesshe/shewishesto do so for other reasons. Instancesare
drawnto support thisview. Arabic asaliving language has served asasource of sciences
asnoted that somewordsinArabic till remaininthebooksof Scienceand Mathematics.
In the past, some European scholarstraveled to Muslim Universitiesto learn Arabic
language. Others embarked on trandation of the works from Arabic to Latin. These
contributed alot to the devel opment of Sciencein Europe. A country that hasscholarsin
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thisfield can benefit from it asasource of information asalink between her and Arabic
speaking countrieson trade and businessinteraction. Othersareonthe palitical terrain, to
providejob opportunitiesfor the citizensand diplomatsto our embassies abroad where
Arabicistherr official language etc. Government should put moreeffortsinremoving the
barriersto study thislanguage and to makeit compulsory at the primary and secondary
school levelsinthe school curriculum. Arabic schools, especially, inthe southern part of
the country should changetheir system to encourage peopleto learn thislanguage. Parents
should know that Arabicisalucrative course, if onereadsit upto atertiary level. Arabic
isalanguagethat anybody canlearnirrespectiveof hisreligionor tribe. It isobserved that
in some Collegesof Education aswell asthe Universities, non Mudlim Nigerian Students
study Arabiclanguageand do not changetheir rdigiousfaithto Mudim. Therefore, Nigerians
should not fedl shy or fed ashamed inlearning Arabiclanguageanywhere.
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