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ABSTRACT

Library education is as important to the whole education process as the library
itself. Librariesand Librariansplay very significant rolesin knowl edge assessment
which is relevant to both education and nation building. This review was to
examinetheimportance of library education, emphasizing therole of thelibrarian
in managing the library as an information storehouse, thereby providing access
to knowledge for development. It is revealed that the Library is a repository for
the world's knowledge and that these materials are made available for human
development and best managed by professionally trained librarians. Librarians
play significant role in human capital development and it is the professional
training that makes the individual librarians. The use of ICT infrastructure
provides the library with limitless access to information which provides vast
range of knowledge to support education and national development. This study
therefore recommends among others that the library school curriculum should
be reviewed to include training in the use of ICT and government at all levels
should partner with librariansin their quest to revive reading culturein Nigeria.
Keywords: Library education, information, National Development.

INTRODUCTION

Library education asaninformation based course hasamgjor roleto play inensuring that
reading isrevived in Nigeriamost especially now that the wholeworld hasbecomea
global villageinwhich every aspect of development isinformation based. Informationisa
vital eementin national development, theavailability of informationtoolsand theability to
put these toolsto good useis deemed as source of power. Thissource of power enforces
national development whichistheability of acountry to evolveaprocessof expansonthat
can bring about improvement inthelife of the people. Devel opment isbased on human
factor and political devel opment; thereforefor nationa devel opment totakeplace, it depends
on good government policiesthat must rally round the peopl€swelfarelikeinthe areaof
good health, education and skill acquisition.

Education asdefined by Hal sey (2009) isasystem of formal teaching and learning
asconducted through schoolsand other ingtitutions. In other words, educationisaprocess
of imparting and acquiring knowl edgethrough teaching and learning especidly at school or
gmilar inditution. IntheNational Policy on Educationin Nigeria, educationisdescribed as
an'instrument par excellence for effecting national development. Anindividual'smental
development depends on the society they livein and the type of information they are
exposed to either in school, or outsidethe school. Thisiswhy the spread of social vices
among the youthstoday can betraced down to lack of moral education in our schools.
According to Mamvoto and Mutasa(2004) schooling and literacy arethemain indicators
for the growth and maturation of human resources needed for devel opment.
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Educationisan agent for Nationa development; thereforethereisneed for every
individual to acquire education for self development in order to be able to contribute
positively to national development. Igbuzor (2006) positsthat an educated nationisa
developed nation. Inthe samevein, Khan (2003) assertsthat the development of human
resourcesisakey element for improvement in any organization, society or nation. The
library whichisacollection of booksand other informational materiasisvery importantin
educational processand personal cognitive development. AccordingtoAgwu and Kalu
(2011) thefoundationfor development of dl civilization lieswithvibrant educationa system
and at the epicenter of thisvalueisasustainable reading culture, and that anation which
appreciatesreading learnsfrom the experiencesof other nationswhich aretechnologicaly
ahead. Reading addsquality to lifeand providesaccessto cultureand cultura heritage. It
opens up awhole new world from how the reader seeshimself and others; it enables
crestivity to blossominthereader and giveshimthetool to explorehistalent whilelearning
about himself and hissociety (Onwubiko, 2010). Osuigwe, Udeze, and Anunobi,( 2011)
positsthat areading society isempowered by information for exploitsin different fields.
Also Oriade (2009) assertsthat booksand reading contributeto profess ona and academic
success, Hf discovery, cultura awvareness, salf expression, engaged citizenshipand collective
good, and that reading recreates man and makes him athinker and philosopher.

Trendsin Library Education

Thelibrary can be said to bethe store housefor theworld'sintellectual property and a
center for dissemination of knowledge. Librarians, who arethe custodians of information,
play activerolesininformation dissemination to knowledge seekers. Initidly, therewasno
formal training for librarians, young people only learned to belibrarianswhile on thejob
with more experienced practitionersand librarian'sdutiesthen did not require speciaized
professional training. However, sincethelate 19th century, Librarian'stasksgradually
started becoming more complex and more dependent on technol ogy. Hence, the study of
Library Science moved from thework setting to professional schoolsintheuniversities
and the polytechnics. In the United States and Canada, education designed for the
professiond librarianisat the post graduatelevel whereby the prospectivelibrariansattend
one or two years professional education programmes |eading to amaster'sdegreein
library scienceor itsequivalent such asinformation science (Halsey 2009). The Carnegie
Corporetionin collaboration with the British government founded thefirst regiond library
school inAfricain Ghanain 1944. The corporation alsoin 1960, established thelibrary
school at Ibadan, Nigeria Now known asthe school of Library, Archiva, and Information
Studies, it offersparaprofessiona training and bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees
to enable studentsto become professional librarians (Hal sey 2009).

Traditionally, professiond librariansstudied subjectsinthelibera arts, suchas
literatureor history beforebeginning their professiond education. However, many librarians
now havetheir undergraduate degreesin thenatural sciences, computer science, business
and other related aress.
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History of Modern Library Education Programme

History recorded that American Librarian Melvin Dewey began thefirst formal education
programmefor training librariansin 1887 a ColombiaCollege (now ColombiaUniversity)
inNew York where hewasalibrarian and that the success of histraining programmefor
highly skilled professond librarianssoon led other universities, inditutesof technology and
large public librariesto establish their own professional degree programmesin library
science. Early library schools' teaching was based mostly on providing studentswith
experiencein actual libraries. However, this practice began to change from 1923 when
CharlesWilliamson produced apublication which served asaguidefor library training.
Williamson's publication called for an increasein educational theory of librarianship,
development of professiona journalsand other literature on the profession. Inthefirst part
of 20th century graduates after the compl etion of 4 years began to receive bachelor's
degreeinlibrary scienceand inthe 1950s universities began granting library sciencea
professional degree called Master'sdegreein Library scienceor M. L .S. degree. In
Nigeriamany universitiesoffer both Bachel or and Master'sdegree ascan befoundinthe
Joint Admission and Matriculation Board (JAMB)'sbrochure.

Theskill and level of specialization expected of librariansincreases by theday,
giving causefor schoolsof library scienceto adjust their curriculum accordingly fromtime
totime. Most of these school s have adopted the use of modern technology, accruingtothe
growing number of coursesin information science. Information science mergesvarious
aspectsof librarianship with components of technol ogy such ascomputer programming,
telecommuni cati ons, and database management and computer graphics. It asoincorporates
level sof cognition which study the manner in which people processinformation and their
interaction with machines. In this process of incorporation, other science programmes
such ascomputer science, artificia intelligence, mathematics, philosophy, engineering,
business, and fieldsof communication area soincluded.

Thisinterdisciplinary background createsabroad knowledgeof library automation
systems, budgets, and on lineresearch and catal oging. Sincethe 1980s, most school s of
library science have become school sof library and information science. Most importantly,
al library education programmesbasically provide coursesin catal oging and classification,
reference, library management and collections development. Studentsin most schools
aso havethe opportunity to devel op adegree of specidization, by taking advanced courses
inparticular library functions such asmedical librarianship, public librarianship, law
librarianship. Library systemsare continually changing and thereisthe need for employees
to update their education and training in order to keep up with the progress. Agwu and
Kau (2011) posit that thereisneed toretrain librariansto have moreinterest in the attitude
of library userstowardsbook. They believethat librarians seem not to have done enough
to promotereading and literacy. For thisto happen, most library and information science
schoolsoffer arange of continuing education coursesdesigned for library employeeswho
wishto update or expand their skillsinlibrary science. Inaddition, various professional
associ ationsoffer continuing education coursesfor library employeesinform of workshops,
or short courses.
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Roleof Library Education in National Development

Many people have carried out studieson therole of librariansand librariesto human
endeavorsand to national development. Bearinginmind that it isthe professiond training
that makestheindividud librarians, itisassumed inthisstudy that both theroleof librarians
and roleof library education are synonymous because you cannot bealibrarian without
having library education. Pollard (2008) opinesthat librariesare ableto bridge educationd,
economic, and socia dividesthat challenge communities. While Krolak (2005) asserts
that libraries play amajor roleinthe promotion of literacy by making reading materials
availableto al thereby optimizing human devel opment through education. Thesecanonly
bepossiblein asituation wherealibrary ismanaged by aprofessondly trained librarian.
A well stocked library in both print and non print material s but not managed by atrained
librarian, will not be put to the best use.

According to Chigbu (2004) modern libraries were founded to make them
instruments of education to all membersof the society whereit issituated, and for this
reason, librariansand dl knowledge providersaresignificant in human capital devel opment
in order to continue to improve standards. Hencethey are strategically positioned in
academic ingtitutionswhich are centers of knowledge management and human capital
development. Itisnoteworthy to mention that in thispaper professonally trained librarians
aretheonescaledlibrarians. Chigbuand Uzoagba(2011) assert that librariansand libraries
play very significant rolesin knowledge assets management which isrelevant to both
education and nation building and theselibrariansare active partnersin drawing of nationa
development plansinal nations. Librariansplay activeroleininformation management
through sel ection, procurement, packaging and dissemination of information resourcesfor
utilization by manpower trainersand trainees. Theuseof I CT infrastructure providesthe
library with limitless accessto information which providesvast range of knowledgeto
support education and nationa devel opment. Mamvoto and M utasa (2004) have observed
that adequate and relevant informationin al spheresof existenceisneeded for anationto
develop asitsavailability or non-availability can dictate thewealth or poverty of anation.
Library education assistsin provision of relevant information to thedifferent strataof the
society thushepin achieving developmentad goals.

The basic functions of the library are to select, acquire, store, package, and
disseminateinformationto usersfor thedevel opment of individualsand for nationd building.
Hawkin (2002), whilesupporting this, opinesthat knowledge and information have become
the most important currency for productivity, competiveness, increased wealth and
prosperity. The extent to which alibrary can perform these functions depends on the
quality and ability of thelibrarianto interpret user's queries and be able to employ the
necessary search enginein order to satify the user'sinformation needs. Thisistheimportance
of library education. Themorequaified and competent thelibrarian, the better the services
thelibrary will render toitsclienteles. A quaified, trained librarian with themodern trends
inlibrary education knowsthe different approachesthat can be used toincreasereading
habit in both theyoung and adult library users.
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CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Theimportanceof Librariesand booksin the developmental processof any nation cannot
be overemphasi zed; the devel opment of any nation inthisinformeation ageisdependent on
theability of itscitizensto accessrelevant information that could be used to harnesssuch
development. Reading providesthevital skillsfor bothwork andlifeand itisaprincipal
building block in education, without which no true educational revol ution can take place.
Theinability to read for whatever reasons can act asan impediment to the devel opment of
any nation. Library educationisasimportant to nation building asthelibrary itself because
without thetraining therecannot belibrarians, itisthe professiona training that makesthe
individua librarians. Inview of theimportant rolethelibrarianshaveto play in building
reading cultureand increasing literacy level inthe country, better attention should bepaid
by government tolibrarian'seducation. Thelibrary school curriculum should be expanded
to accommodatethe new trendsin librarianship thereby emphasizing theuseof ICT. Also
government both at federal and statelevel smust partner with librariansintheir quest for
reviving reading culturein the country by so doing government will be putting around peg
inaround hole. Whenawel| trained librarian managesawel | equipped library, usersof the
library can properly be guided in the usage of the library, exposing them to correct
information, knowledgeand facts, to beapplied inther daily activities, making them better
peopleand building abetter nation.
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