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ABSTRACT

This study explores consonant combinations in Annang and English
languageswith particular attention onfinal clusters. It al so discusses existing
similarities and differences inherent in the two languages. This study is a
survey of Sudents fromthree secondary schools and two tertiary institutions
in Akwa Ibom State. For the sake of convenience, purposive sampling
technique is used to select the sample. Questionnaire forms the major
instrument for data collection. Twenty respondents each from the selected
schools are randomly sampled and administered the research instrument.
Frequency counts and simple percentage are used to analyze the data.
Findings reveal among othersthat there are no final clustersin Annang: In
English not more than four sequences of clusters are permitted: mpts:
contempts. The affricates do not form clusters word finally in English. The
plosives are more complex in their combinations word finally than initially.
The segments /s/ and /f/ do not occur word finally in any known Annang
word. At any level of phonological exposure, thereis still some difficulty in
recognising permitted or impossible structures. It is therefore concluded
that all categories of personsinvolved in language matter s should be careful
intheir handling of rules governing the use of particular languages especially
sound combinations in natural languages. Hence, policy makers should
make a more conscious effort by sponsoring and encouraging researchesin
language study, such as Annang and Ibibio, applied and sociolinguistics.

Keywords: Final clusters, consonant combinations, Annang language,
English language

INTRODUCTION

According to New EncyclopediaBritannica (2004) quoted in Ogwu, Agabnu and
Ofordile (2010), language is the expression of ideas by means of speech-sounds
combined into words. Itisasystem of arbitrary vocal symbolsby meansof whicha

S. T. Udoka (PhD), E. T. Enang (Ph.D) and I. Utin (Ph.D) are Lecturers in the Department
of English, Akwa Ibom State University, Obio Akpa Campus, Nigeria.

Journal of Communication and Culture 59
Volume 9, Numbers 2 & 3, December 2018
ISSN: 2141-2758



social group co-operates (Ogwu, Agabnu and Ofordile, 2010). Based on this, for
proper understanding of any language, thereisneed to study the dynamicsof such
language; sinceit isthe means of communication within such social group. Ogwu,
Agabnu and Ofordile (2010) maintain that languageisthe principa and richest means
of communication used by human beings. Intheir view, languageisasacred gift,
developed in the course of human evolution. Language and grammeaticality are
inseparabl e and the entire process has been summed up by Riemsdijk and Williams
(1986) cited in Udondata (2001) that we may thusregard asentence as cons sting of
threethings:. itssound, itsmeaning, and it syntactic structure.

A grammar, then, istherulesfor theformation of syntactic structuresand
associated sounds and meanings, and alanguageisthe set of al suchtriplesdefined by
thegrammar: L ={ ...(sound, syntactic Sructure, meaning)...} (Riemsdijk and Williams
(1986) cited in Udonata, 2001). Thisideasellsthefact that |language undergoesthe
process of development for it to be formidable and have appreciated meaning to it
users. Emenanjo cited in Akpan and Ol uwabamide (2006) classifiesNigerianlanguage
into devel oped, devel oping and underdevel oped. According to them, underdevel oped
arethoselanguagesthat have no standardized orthographies, no standard varieties, no
written literature and no metal anguages while devel oping languages are those with
recent traditionsof writing, incipient Sandard varieties, someamount of writtenliterature
among other types of textsand nascent metalanguage. The developed arethose with
wel| established orthographies, standard written varieties, long traditions of writing,
large and varied corpora of written literature among other types of texts and
sophisticated and dynamic metalanguages.

TheAnnang or Anaangisacultural and semi-Bantu speaking ethnic group that
livesinthe Coastal Southeast Nigeria(a so known as Southeastern Nigeriaor former
Southeastern State of Nigeria). TheAnnang peoplearethe second largest ethnic group
inAkwalbom State of Southeast Nigeria(Akwalbom State L ocal Government Aress),
occupying eight out of thethirty oneLoca Government Areasin Akwalbom State of
Nigeriaviz: Ikot Ekpene, Obot Akara, Essien Udim, Abak, Etim Ekpo, Oruk Anam,
Ikaand Ukanafun. Persons of Annang ethnic group call themselves"Owo" or (agwo
Annang). TheAnnangsareknown for theefficacy of their traditiona spiritual powers
(charms), prowessintrading, and their renowned art. Thisextendsto mura paintings,
raffia, masks, cement scul ptures, markets, ceremoniesand exceptional food (https://
kwekudee-tripdownmemorylane.blogspot.com.ng....).

Annang languageisone of thelanguages spoken by the people of Akwalbom
State. Itissecond to Ibibio language. Essien (1982) assertsthat Annang isthe next
largest diaectinthelbibio - Efik language cluster. Despitethefact that it hasbeenin
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existencefor ages, it has not undergone athorough medium of development. This
informsitssilent existencein the sphere of academics. Therehasbeen alot of research
on language study and agood deal has been said on grammar, morphol ogy, syntax,
semantics, phoneticsand genera phonology but theinput on phoneticshasbeen rather
insignificant with the striking exception of Eka (1996), the question of the general
propertiesof phonotacticswas hardly ever raised or discussed by Nigerian language
anaysts. Also, with theeffort of awork of thisnatureto complement the effortsof very
few other scholars, the language - Annang, has advanced more in its ladder of
metamorphosis. Thiswork thereforelooks at consonant combinationsin Annang and
Englishlanguageswith particular focusonfinal clusters. It asointendsto uncover the
amilaritiesand differencesinherent in thetwo languages.

AnnangFinal Clusters

The study made use of thefollowing consonants, some of which also featureinthe
initid clusters k, m, t, p, f, n, b, r, 5, s/. Theseconsonant soundswereselected with
regard to their combinatorial possibilitiesword finally. Also the limited number of
consonant soundsinAnnang phonology did not permit ustowork with adifferent set
of soundsother thanwhat festuresintest oninitial clusters.

English Final Clusters

A consonant cluster isagroup or sequence of consonantsthat appear together ina
syllablewithout avowel between them. In English consonantsarefound to be clustered
inword initial, medial and word final positions. The consonant clusters/ sequence
belonging to asinglesyllableareknown asintrasyllabic clusterswhereasthe consonant
clustersbelonging to two different syllablesinasingleword areknown asinter-syllabic
clusters(https://sites.google.com/site........). Thus, inlinguistics, aconsonant cluster
also known as consonant blend isagroup of consonantswhich have no intervening
vowelsin between them. The maximum possibility of consonant cluster isthree
consonantsinthebeginningandfour infina pogtion (hitps.//Stesgoogle.convsite.........).
The sequence of consonantsin thefina position of awordiscalledwordfina position
consonant cluster. Thefollowing typesof word final consonant clusterscan befound:
a CC Cluster: Asfor example, Slept, taps, caps, depth, jobs, robbed, books,
looks, bags, watched, draft, craft, graphs, etc.
b) CCCcludger: Asfor example, Pushed, gasp, ask, test, restCamp, ramp, warmth,
terms, rent, dent, bench, pens, gulp, bulb, film, gold, sold, told, solve, etc.
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C) CCCC Cluster: Asfor example, Milked, tempt, arranged, whilst, jumps,
months, acts, amongst, texts, sixths, prompts, etc (https.//sites.google.com/
sitel........).

With regard to find clusters in English, the following consonant sounds were
used inthe andyss. / m, o, d, 8, n, g, p, k, t, s/. Sommerstein (1977) looks at
phonotactics as “the principles governing the arrangement of phonemes (speech
sound) relevant to one another”. Sommerstein (1977) further observes that:
The phonotactics traces almost the whole sound system of a
language except for allophonic variation. It gives a certain amount
of information about the arrangement of components in segments
...onthe one hand in clusters, on the other hand in syllables.
The common forms of fina clusters possible with these sounds are discussed.

METHOD

Dataredating tofina clustersin Annang and English werederived from test onwell-
formed sequencesin both Annang and English. Twenty consonant soundsdrawn from
Annang and English were selected for the design of test items on final clusters.
Respondentswere asked to identify well-formed itemsamong othersin each d ot that
wereill formed. Test items were based on sounds lexical items common to the
respondents. Thiswasto maketheresponses|esscumbersome. Thisstudy isasurvey.
Studentsfrom three secondary schoolsnamely: Community Secondary School, Nkek,
Ukanafun; Okon Secondary Commercid School, Okon, Essien Udim; and L utheran
High Schooal, kot Obong Edong, | kot Ekpeneaswell asstudentsfrom the University
of Uyo and Akwalbom State Polytechnic form the samplefor thiswork. For the sake
of convenience, purpos ve sampling techniqueisused to select the secondary schools
and tertiary indtitutions. Questionnaire wasthe major instrument for datacollection.
Twenty respondents each from the selected school s were randomly sampled and
administered theresearch instrument. Frequency countsand sSimple percentagewere
used to analyzethedata.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Annang Final Clusters
Thesesoundsand the corresponding wordsfesaturedinthetest onAnnangfind clusters:

[ k/ EbéK, /m/ utdbm [t/ tot,
Ipl Yippé, /1 Af4 /n/ Mbéen,
/ b/ Kob, v/ 1boré, /5] Inyan, [/s/ sat
Journal of Communication and Culture 62

Volume 9, Numbers 2 & 3, December 2018
ISSN: 2141-2758



The data shown above contain words of common corein Annang vocabulary. One
hardly expected any poor responseto theitems. Yet performancewas moreimpressive
in Englishthanin Annang. These soundsand lexical itemsfeatured inthetest onfinal
clugersinEnglish:

/ m/ Rumple / 5/ Banked
/ 8/ Rhythms / n/ Change
/ g/ Rigged / p/ Caps
[t/ Clots [ s/ wrestles
/d/ Paddles [ k[ Tests

LikeinAnnang, thelexical itemsfeaturesinthetest onfinal clustersin Englishwere
simpleenough to be recognised by all categories of respondent. More so, with the
exceptionof /d/and/ g/, dl other consonantsemployed hereexist inAnnang. However,
someword combinations proved rather difficult for somerespondentstoidentify.

Fromthe summary of general stetisticson performanceinvolvingwell formed
clustersinAnnang (Table 1), we observethat informants had some difficultiesin
recognisngwell-formedfind clugtersinAnnang. The percentage of generd performance
appeared higher in EnglishthaninAnnang.

Theworst item in thediscussion on Annang final clustersandintheentire
analysiswasthe/ s/ cluster in sét (select). Lessthan 50% performance was recorded.
A number of factorsmay have been responsiblefor the poor performance. The correct
option, sét appearslikeanill formed word, yet itisnot and isavery common word
used mostly at thedomesticlevel. Respondentswho missed thisoption did so perhaps
by regarding it asan English word, the past tense of theverb sit. They may a so have
been confused by thefact that inAnnang fina cluster /t/ isunreleased. The other options:
Kpekest, medisp, tosin, areill formed and they containfina clusterswhich do not exist
inAnnang. Respondentswho chose kpekest for instance weremided by the correct
formkp ék é (cut off). Yet the st inflection in the aboveformisnot acharacteristic of
Annang verbforms. Out of the number who erred inthistest item, morethan half came
fromthe Secondary Schools. Thisgoesto show thelimited knowledge of our informants
about Annang phonol ogy and phonotactics.

Respondents could recognise the nasal clusterswith aminimum of difficulty.

The above average performancein/ » / Inyan, / m/ Utom, and /n/ mbéen atteststo
thisfact. Thosewho missed the correct optionsin each of theaboveinstancespreferred
ill formed structuresthat containimpossiblefina clusters, acondition which doesnot
apply toAnnang. We observed for instancethat in place of Inyan, respondents chose
Abanswith the/ s/ inflection. They may have mistaken thisfor Abang which had
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aready featuredinthetest on Annang vowel combinations. Theerror in mbéen canbe
accounted for in the sensethat the presence of the double ee could have confused the
respondentswho regarded it asanill formed word. Initsplacethey chose Usans, still
with the/s/ morphemeattached to it. It ispossible to observethat only respondents
who are aware of the process of doubting of vowelsin Annang who made theright
choice. Other structuresinthisitem had their inflected formsor final clusters, thus
making themill formed through and through.

The performance in respect of the plosive was not very encouraging. We
observed that in / p / the correct option Yippe was not a popular word among
respondents. Those who missed the correct option did so in place of Tapbaacorrupt
form of Téppa (Scoop food). The presence of the pb clusters makesthe aboveform
adeviant one. Apart from thefact that thereare nofinal clustersin Annang, the pb
combination israther obscure, even in English. Those who chose Mkpakopt , an
equally ill formed word with the final clusters mistook the form for mkpakop
(imprisonment). Theerror could betraced to their poor perception of most Annang
words.

The/t/ segment also attracted a poor response from our informants. The
correct itemsTot (inform) wasignored in favour of other deviant formsthat contain
inflectionsor find clusters, for example Wetsand mbatd. The studentsconfusion could
be explained intermsof the existence of Annang wordsweét (write) and mbét (dirt).
Another reasonisthat Tot appearslikeaforeign word and inthe Annang contextitis
used mostly by elderly people. The youth prefer Tan wod (inform). Thisiswhy
respondentsdid not recognise T6t asan actual word in Annang.

Theonly well formediteminthe/ b/ segment waskdéb. All the other options
containedfinal clusterswhicharenot dlowedinAnnang evenat initial position. Some
respondents chose Ukobt and Asobs. Their choicesmay have been influenced by the
presence of actual Annang words Ukaéb (lock) and Asob ("aknifeissharp”, or "a
person hasmade afast journey™) But the presencein these structure of thebt and s
morphemeswould haveinformed them of their ill formedness. No known Annang
wordsare ever soinflected.

With respect to thevelar consonant / k / clusters, werealized that apart from
Ebék (Chin), other options contain faulty word combinations: Kekt , Idioks. Thekt ks
clustersarenot in existencein Annang. Informant who missed the correct option for
theseill formed words did so out of ignorance. Thisisaclear indication that our
informantsare not adequately trained in word formation in Annang, otherwisetheir
competencewould manifest effortlessly.
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Responsesto thefricative sound/ f / in Afa(new) were encouraging athough by the
nature of thewordinvolvedinthetest, onewould have expected a 100% performance.
Theword hasno equiva ent intheAnnang terminol ogy and isof common occurrence.
Besides, the other wordsinthistestitem aresoill formed that any careful observer
would not fail to notethe differences. The clustersfs (Poffs), ft (coft) do not occur in
Annang; besidesthe/ f / sound does not end word in Annang.

Respondents were able (although not in all cases) to recognise/ r / 1boro
whichwasjuxtaposed with poorly formed words: Dakard, sert, Tard. Weareaware
that / r / doesnot end aword in Annang, neither doesit form clustersinitially. It means
that respondents are not sure of the basic phonological structuresinAnnang like Tad
(loosen), Daka(leave) and séet (berevived). Theknowledge of thefact that evenin
English/r/ doesnot end aword, would have guided them to make a better choice.

English Final Clusters

Table2reved sthat informantshad difficulty identifying someof thedlowed combinations
of Englishfind clugters. Inthissectionwediscusstheactua find clustersin Englishas
well asresultsof our investigation. The nasal / m, n, o / vary considerably in their
manner of clusteringword finally. Specifically / m/isrevededto bemoreflexiblethan
other nasalseven word finally, the sequences presented herewoul d suffice:

mpts - contempts
mps - glimsd
maz - samples
md - ample
mpt - atempt
md - tremble
s - items

mt - damed

Ascanbeeasly observed, at thefina position, /m/ iscapableof exhibiting as
many asafour member cluster and aslittleastwo. Itisalso seenthat it hasahigh
combinatorial possbility asit combinesfreely with plosivesand fricatives. However,
thereisarestriction wherethefricative/f/occurs. Also it combineswith affricates,
liquids, semi-vowel sand other nasa wordfindly.

Itscounterpart /n/ can display afour aswell asatwo member sequence. The
analysisthat follow are noticeable about /n/
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ndz - pencils

ndlz - spindles
nts - ants

ngs - months
ndz - change
ndd - thousandth
nt - pint

nz - signs

nd - bound

no - tenth.

From the above sequences, it is obvious that / n / combines more fredly with the
dental sounds/ t, d, 6 / than with bilabials, example / b, p, /. It cannot form a
fina cluster with the fricatives/ f /, the reason being that the production of / m/
is particularly ligble to be affected by the following consonant. For example,
when followed by / f /, / n/ cannot make a post aveolar contact. This often
resultsin a consonant.

Thevda nasd /5 / exhibitsanaticesble number of find dustersrang ng between

four and two:

Itscombinatorid possibilitiesaremoreregular than those of other classesof consonants,
withtheexception of / s/. Thereisarestriction with bilabials, alveolar and dental
consonants.

Concerning thedental plosives/t, d/, we observed that they vary dightly in
thelr distributional patterns. Thevoicelesssound/t/ hasalimited occurrenceword
finally, whereasitsvoiced counterpart / d/ occurs morefrequently. At fina position, /
t/ clusterswiththefricative/ s/ andthelateral /t/asin:ts - cats, tl - bottle
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Wordfinaly /t/doesnot formacluster with/r/ or any other consonantsoutsidethose
shown above. Aninflected word for example, bottles, may resultin athree member

cluster suchastlz/ b0 tlz/
Possiblefinal clustersof the/ d/ soundsare presented below as:

dst - midst
dz - saddles
dn - burden

Wordfinaly / d/ doesnot combinewith other consonantsin English.

Thevear pair/k/, / g/ show different sequencesof combinationwordfindly,
/ k / cannot form any clusterswith the gliding consonant / r /, affricates, nasalsand
fricativesexpect/s/:

- sxths
ksts - texts
kid - buckled
kiz - buckles
kts - acts
ks - backs
Combinationsinvolving itsvoiced counterpart/ g/ includethefollowing:
074 - dogs
od - bagged
d - burgle

A few issuesemergefrom the anaysisshown above; finaly / k / cannot combinewith
voiced consonantsexcept /| /,/ g/ cannot form clusterswith voi cel ess consonants.

Both/k/and/g/donot cluster with/r/but/g/ispossibleinanopensyllable
suchas/gr/angry:/  grl/. Thereseemsto be anopposition between/k/and/
g/inther choiceof fina consonant clusters. Thedistributiona patternsof thefricatives
/s/and/ @/ differ in certain respects at final word position. The/ s/ clustersare
somewhat predictable sincethey consist of astop/p, t,/ or/ d/ preceded by /s/.In
thisconnection, itisnoted that / s/ phoneme hasarel atively high frequentcy of word
final occurrence especialy whereinflected formsoccur.

Inthe examplesthat follow, / s/ isthefirst compul sory element of the CCC
clusters, followed by astop or anasal, then aliquid or astop:

dz - pistol
4z - muscles
it - recent
s - nests
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ks - asks

s - grasps
5174 - license
i - rest

4 - whidle
P - wasp.

Asshown above, thefricatives-stop clustersare particul arly sensitiveto the nature of
adjacent sound. / s/ forms clusters more easily with simple stops, and tends to
discriminateinitschoice of liquids, so much that thereareno sr clusterseven word
initially. Therestriction to theformation as shown aboveisbecause of the presence of
/ sl. However, asaflexible consonant it formsclusterswith both voicel essand voiced
consonants. Final clustersinvolving thevoiced fricative/ d/ include the ones shown
below:

az - rhythms
ot - bethrothal
oz - clothes
od - writhed.

It combineswith nasals, voi ced sounds and sometimes dueto pronunciation defect it
can beelidedwhenfollowed by / z/ asinclothes:- /k | o0(8)z/ Atfina positions/p/

isavery rigid consonant. It islimited in occurrence and dependsal ot oninflectional
suffixesand someformsof concord:

pts - opts
plz - apples
ps - cups
pt - erupt
o - ripple

It occurswith voiced and voi cel ess consonants but there arerestrictionswhere/r, b, d
/ occur. Generdly itisobserved that find clustersof plosives: /t,d, k, p, b, g/ represent
asuffixed morphemewhich may occur intheseforms: takes, kicked, rests, and maps

Table 2 reved sthat informantshad difficulty identifying some of thealowed
combinationsword finally in English. Thesoundsinvolved are: / 8, g, andt/. The
performance in each case was ranged between 50% and 60%. Respondentswere
requested toidentify only well formeditemsjuxtaposed withill formed ones. Findings
reveal that some of our informants could not recognisethe allowed sequencesinthe/
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o/ cluster. Theill formed sequencesinthisdot are: / 6t, dp/ and thewell formedis/
omz/inthe Rythms. Respondentsrather chose clotht and Betrothpin place of thewell
formed items. In spite of the obnoxious sequenceinvolvedintheill formed words,
most of our Secondary School and Polytechnicinformantspreferred themtothealowed
combinations. Thisexemplifiesthat asAnnang - English bilinguasthey areincapable
of articulating some Englishwords. Thedifficulty involved in the production of these
deviant structures could have guided our respondents about their implausibility. For
instance the choice of cloth aswell formed islargely dueto ignorance of allowed
combinationsin English. Thevoicedfricative/ 8/ cannot gowith/t, p, or b/ anywhere
inEnglish.

Performancein respect totheplosives/ g/ and/t/wasamost at par: 58%
and 55% respectively. Thewell formed optioninthe/ g/ clusterswasRigged. But
respondents preferred Dogsz and Rigkle smply becausethey regarded thefirst asthe
plural form of the Englishword Dog , and the second asRiggle. They failed torealise
that thereareno sz clustersin English since/ s/ isoftenrealised as/ z/. Sothetwo
could never go together. The gk cluster in Rigkle does not conform to permitted
combinationsin Englishevenwordfindly. Thetwo soundsare opposing inthemsdlves.
Those who chose Rigkle may have been influenced by their pronunciation, or the
word Rigglewas beyond their comprehension.

Theitemsfeaturing the/t/final clusters Clotsappeared with theseill formed
options: Bottln, Kitdies, with thetin and td clusters. These clusters are not well
ordered. First, weareoblivious of thefact that /| / in thetln sequence cannot form
clusterswith/n/, and/ t / cannot form with / d /. Moreso, / t / is arather rigid
consonant and finally it doesnot form clustersoutsdethoseinvolving/s/and/1 /. The
problem of choice can be explained intermsof articul ation. Respondentsknow no
better way of rendering Bottln and Kitdies, and so regarded them as Bottle and
Kiddies. Also theword Clots could have appeared strange to our informantswho
madethewrong choice.

Like/t/,the/ d/ cluster arerather infrequent in English. Thedlz clustersin
Paddles occurred with Boardt and Burdem. From every indication, theseformsare
not well combined and dt and dminitial clustersdo not occur in English. It israther
surprising that acommon word like Board could not be recognized when it wasill
formed as shown above. I nformantswho chose the correct form of theword Board
arerather incons stent in spelling. The choice of Burdem was perhaps confused with
Burden. Thenasal clustersattracted the highest level of performanceintheanaysisof
Englishfind clusters. Respondentscoul d recognisetheallowed sequencesintest items
that featured inthe study:
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ma - Rumple
- Banked
Ndz - chance
Theabovestructuresoccur frequently in English vocabulary soit waseasy to recognise
them aswell formed against theill formed ones. That notwithstanding, afew errors
manifested in the analysis, showing that some of our informants had problem of
recognition. Thosewho choseAttemptsz and Claimdt inthe/ m/ clusterscould have
been mided by the EnglishwordsAttemptsand Claimed. In English Final clustersdo
not exceed four member sequences. Theill formed structuresin Attemptsz: mptsz tend
to defy thisruleof final clusteringin English. Itisclear from thisthat most of our
informantsdo not know agreat deal about English phonotactics. Theerror detectedin
the/ o / and/n/fina clustersispurely aphonological one: poor pronunciation. The
word singkle and soundt were perhaps regarded as single and sound. Thereis a
tendency among someAnnang speakersof Englishtorender/ g/ as/k/andtoadd/
t/totheend of some Englishwords.

Recognition of well formed final clustersregarding the plosives/ p, k/was
enhanced by the nature of the lexical items used in the test: caps and texts. The
respondents are familiar with the words and so there was little room for error.
Neverthel ess, somerespondentsdeviated from the correct optionsin favour of applre
[ snipzsand blackx / buckglerespectively. Thefollowing clustersare noticeable about
theseforms: pir/ pzs, kx kgl. Thesearenot possiblein English because of thefollowing
reasons: /| / and/ r / do not occur together: / x / isrealized as/ k / so it should not
appear after / k /; between/ k /and/ g/ thereisastrong opposition. Respondents
weremisinformed dueto the occurrence of smilar wordsin English. They wereunable
to overcome pronunciation difficulty noticeablein thewordtexts. It could have been
perceived astests, aword respondents could recognise and spell.

Testiteminvolvingthe/ s/ clustersalso proved difficult to respondents. The
correct option wrestleswith the 9z sequences, wasignored in the place of spt inwaspt
and stk intestk. Theresulting spt and stk sequences could have beenplausibleif /t/
were introduced after the first two sequences. Also / s/ cannot go with/ z/ as
counterpartsinthesameclassof sound. Itispossibleto add that the abuting consonant
/w/intheword wrestle posed aproblem of recognition to some of our informants
who missed the correct option. Their attention was drawn to waspb and testk which
aefar easer toarticulate. Obvioudy theobserved errorsintheandysisof find clusters
in English aredueto someintringc factors. They include respondents poor exposure
to allowed combinationsin the English and pronunciation defects.
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D, S/

Similaritiesand Differencesbetween Final Cluster in Annangand English
Our study reved sthat even when Annang consonant sounds appear to possessvaues
smilar tothose of English; their distributional patternsare often different. We observe
that/k,m,t,p,f,n,b,r, which also occur in English cannot form clustersin
Annang with other consonantsof any known class. Thetypeof flexibility which exists
in Englishislacking in Annang. Thismay be accounted for in the sense that most
Annang wordsbeginwithvowels. Moreso thereisawaysan intervening vowe sound
inaCVCorVCV structure: yak (leaveit); isi (undone).

The segments/s/ and /f/ do occur word finally in Annang. Eventhough these
soundsoccur inAnnang and English, they do not experiencethekind of restrictionthat
appliestoAnnang. InEnglish/ s/ exhibitsclustersof two, three, and four ssgmentsat
fina positions. It aso discriminatesin itschoice of consonants, so much that sb, s, d,
«find dudersarenonexigent in English. WhereasEnglish permitsfour ssgment cludters
as shown in mpts (prompt), not even atwo member cluster existsin Annang word
finly.

Thefricatives/ &€/ and/ &/ are peculiar to English. Oneiscapableof forming
dustersinitialy, theother finaly. Fina dugtersinvolving/ t/, dz and z / aeunknownin

English and would amount toimposs blecombinations. Among thenasds,/ m/ dugters
only with voiceless consonants, except mbl intremble, / n/ occurswith both voicel ess

and voiced consonants, / » /occursonly with velar consonants/ k, g/; ankle/ angle.

Thereareno/ os, or, ad / clusterswordfinally.

With the exception of the semi-vowels/j, w/, liquid/r/,andfricative/h/al
other consonantsin English can occur word finally but not all canform actua clusters
at thisPostion. Thetypeof inflectionsknownin English: plura morphemeand concord
arenot practicableinAnnang, whereinflected formsareusualy indicated by doubling
or by addition of the prefix mme. Annang consonantsare highly restricted at final
positions. The English plosivesoccur word finally and vary inther variousformsof
combination. Thevelar plosves/ k, g/ aremoreliberdly distributed than either dental
plosives/t,d/, or bilabialsp, b. very few final clustersof the/ b/ sequencesare
known to occur in English: bt mobbed/ m o bt/ , bl, able/ Yebl /, ps: cups/kEps/.

Table1: Recognition of well formeditemsinAnnang

Sounds No. able % able No. not able % not able
Tkl 60 60 40 40

/m/ 68 68 32 32

[t/ 45 45 55 55
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Ipl 50 50 50 50

Ay 70 70 30 30
In/ 60 60 40 40
/bl 58 58 42 42
Irl 63 63 37 37
/ol 70 70 30 30
/9 40 40 60 60

Source: Survey 2017
Table2: Recognition of well formeditemsin English

Sound No. able %able No.notable %notable
/m/ 76 78 24 24
/o] 80 80 20 20
/d/ 63 63 37 37
/o] 50 50 50 50
In/ 68 68 32 32
/gl 58 58 42 42
Ipl/ 70 70 30 30
Tkl 68 68 32 32
It/ 55 55 45 45
/9 65 65 35 35

Source: Survey 2017
Table3: Recognition Test: Annang fina Clusters

WFS ALls Meaning RIFS
lk-/ Ebek Chin Kl, ks
/m -/ Utom work ms, mt
It -/ Tot inform ts, td
Ip -/ Yippe pinch ps, pt
[t -/ Afa New fz,ft
In -/ Mbeen Edge nt,nd
/b -/ Kob makesecure  br, bt
lr -/ Iboro Response rt, rd
/o -/ Inyan River 55, K
/s-/ Sat Select s, sp

Well formed sequences (WFS), Actual lexical items (ALIs), Result/ill Formed sequences(RIFS)
Source: Survey 2017
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Table4: Recognition Test: English Find Clusters

WFS ALls RIFS

[ mpl -/ Rumple mpst, mpbl
[akt -/ Banked okz, okal
/diz -/ Paddles dm, dt

[ omz-/ Rhythms ot , dp,
/ndz -/ Change ndt, ndtl
/gd -/ Rigged gzt, gkl
/ ps-/ Caps plr, pz

[ ksts-/ Texts kz,

/ts -/ Clots tin,td
[dz-/ Wrestles spt, stk

Source: Survey 2017

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Onthewnhole, itisrevealed that Annang does not havefinal clusters. Besides, the
consonants: /f, s, r/ cannot be represented word finally even as single sounds. Any
attempt to do sowould result only in potentia words: Naf, Bos, Mar. The reasonis
that unlikein English where sounds perform phonetic aswell asphonologica functions,
very few soundsinAnnang perform phonological functions. Example, wenoticethat /

n/canoccur as/n/inNsek and/ » / in Nkon. The other consonant sounds operate
intermsof theclosed syllablesasindividual sounds:

Kék - cut down
Bép - tieup
Mim - hold

T& - open
Nkan - ribs

Téb - throw
Nnén - blind

Thebilabial plosive/ b/ disagreewith/ p/inthe sensethat it can beginand
end the sameword: bdb, but /p/ cannot. Some clusters could be possible at medial
positionsathough only a morphemejunctures:

Béndi - bringit
Y&nim - keepit
Sksan - shift

We could extract theclustersnd, ks, fromtheaboveillustration. Theseareonly possble
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word medidly, not findly. Theworst itemintheanalysisoccurredinAnnangunder / s
/ clusterswith the percentage of performanceas40%. ItsEnglish version attracted a
more impressive performance of 60%. As evident in the study, secondary school
respondents performed poorly especially where problematic consonants occur.
Generally, performance tended to be better in nasal clustersthan in other classes of
consonants used inthe study. It istherefore concluded that all categories of persons
involvedinlanguage mattersshould be careful intheir handling of rulesgoverningthe
useof particular languagesespecialy sound combinationsin natural languages. Hence,
policy makers should make amore conscious effort by sponsoring and encouraging
researchesinlanguage study, such asAnnang and 1 bibio, applied and sociolinguistics.
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